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Panaji: The 54th edition of
International Film Festival of
India (IFFI) kicked off  Monday at
the Shyama Prasad Mukherjee
Indoor Stadium in Taleigao-Goa.

Minister for Information and
Broadcasting Anurag Singh
Thakur, Goa Chief  Minister
Pramod Sawant, Minister for
State  of  Infor mation and
Broadcasting L Murugan and
others were present on the oc-
cassion.

‘Special recognition for con-
tribution to Indian cinema’ award
was bestowed to Bollywood actor
Madhuri Dixit.

Anurag Singh Thakur said that
our movies are more than just
entertainment. “They are a sig-
nificant part of  how we live,” he

said.
He said that

this
year

IFFI
re-

ceived a record number of  2,926
entries from 105 countries, which
is three times more than the in-
ternational submissions than
last year. “This shows the success
IFFI has received,” added Thakur. 

Chief  Minister Pramod Sawant
said that Cinema is a universal
language that unites hearts.

“It is the power to evoke the
multitude of  emotions, inspire
minds and challenges,” Sawant

added.
This year’s  Satyajit  Ray

Lifetime Achievement award
will be received by Michael
Douglas, a Hollywood Actor &
Producer.

More than 270 films will be
showcased during the festival at
four venues -- INOX Panjim,
Maquinez Palace, INOX Porvorim
and Z Square Samrat Ashok.

IFFI kicks off in Goa

Mumbai: Known for her fitness primarly, Disha
Patani has won hearts with her dance and
action skills. The actress has often ap-
preciated and showcased her love for
being on the sets of  a film but it has-
n’t always been easy for her. She re-
cently attended an award func-
tion wherein she opened up an
interesting fact about how she
deals with nervousness. 

“When I get nervous on set,
I wear lenses that give me a
blurry vision,” Disha Patani re-
vealed. 

“It helps me focus on my
acting without being over-
whelmed by the people and
cameras in front of  me. It’s a
simple trick that works won-
ders for me,” added the
Baaghi actress.  

Reacting to Disha’s reve-
lation, anchor-cum-actor
Sukhmani said, “When Disha
shared her secret, it felt like
she was telling my story too.
When things get blurry, that’s
when we see things clearly. Disha
being honest reminds us that, no
matter how fancy it looks, we all go
through the same feelings.”

On the professional front, Disha Patani
is currently engaged in three projects —
Kalki 2898 AD alongside Deepika Padukone,
Amitabh Bachchan, and Prabhas, Sidharth
Malhotra starrer Yodha, and the Suriya
starrer Kanguva. 

AGENCIES

leisure
Singer Taylor Swift won 10 prizes, including Top
Artist, Top Female Artist and Top Billboard 200 Artist,
at Billboard Music Awards-2023. The Karma hitmaker
became the biggest female winner of the night while
with Drake, who scooped five prizes at Sunday’s
ceremony at Las Vegas’ MGM Grand Garden Arena.

TUESDAY | NOVEMBER 21 | 2023 | BHUBANESWAR

y
y

c
m
y
k

c
m
y
k

AQUARIUS
You may feel constrained by
future plans. Ganesha says
that plans are okay, but you
must live in the present to avail the cos-
mic energy that ultimately manifests
your dreams. 

PISCES
You would do well to make a
to-do list today, if only to
gain a realistic perspective of
how much you want done and how much
you can achieve in the time you have avail-
able. Making unreasonable demands from
yourself will only lead to further delays,
says Ganesha.

SAGITTARIUS
You will be your usual self
today, frank and precise.
You are all ears for what
your life partner has to say. This will
make them feel special! According to
Ganesha, be patient and carry out your
work gracefully.

LIBRA
It is your friends who prove
to be lucky and beneficial
for you today, especially if
they happen to be walking the corridors
of power, says Ganesha. Do not hesitate
to start that new joint venture today. See
your popularity grow by leaps and
bounds as you get due recognition for
your abilities and efforts.

SCORPIO
It is high time you diverted
all your energies towards
your object of love, advises
Ganesha. Research-oriented work could
well be an option too. Ganesha says you
are likely to find someone special to talk
about those good old times and have a
great time.

LEO
A mixed bag of fortunes, a
bittersweet pill, call it what
you will, but today brings
with it a lot of things packed within its 24-
hour period. Ganesha foresees a hectic
morning, and an even more frantic after-
noon. So, respite will be a luxury for you
today. If this was the bitter end of the pill,
then its sweet results will be like a balm
on your frayed nerves, says Ganesha. 

VIRGO
Give attention to your deep-
est feelings. A small excur-
sion may be on the cards.
Ganesha says today you will easily get
along with other people. You will shower
your sincere love and affection on your
near and dear ones. Use your magical
skills to improve your relationships.

GEMINI
You will ponder over reli-
gious and cultural values
and issues today. You will
indulge in a fair amount of discussion
with your family members over the issue
and present your thoughts and feelings
on the subject. These discussions could
end up covering topics like law, 
education, societal concerns, manners
and etiquette etc., says Ganesha.

CANCER
The day looks set to be an
ordinary day, for both work
and play, says Ganesha. Yet,
if you are planning to participate in an
event or a competition today, march
ahead, by all means. There will, practical-
ly, be no one who'll be able to compete
with you.

ARIES
Today, you want to do
something for the environ-
ment. Ganesha says plant a
tree, clean up your neighbourhood, ask
for a paper bag. You wish to lead the
world into a better place? Do it by all
means, but one step at a time.

FORTUNE FORECAST

TAURUS
You will not lose your cool
today despite the over-
whelming odds, feels
Ganesha. Rationale and reason will be the
rhyme of your attitude as you diagnose the
problems and uproot them successfully.
Success beckons and you are ready to
reach out and grab it by hook or by crook. 

CAPRICORN
Lack of proper planning is
probably the reason for you
not being able to get your
work done in time. You'll realise this mis-
take and today, you will spend majority of
time drawing a plan on paper, says
Ganesha. You may hit a jackpot, but think
twice before spending the money on any-
thing unnecessary. You may come across
some good career opportunities, grab
them before it's too late.

BREVITY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

PEANUTS CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS
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CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

post To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

TAYLOR SWIFT MAKES HISTORY AT 
BILLBOARD MUSIC AWARDS-2023

Disha’s secret on 
calming nerves

Mumbai:
Nargis

Fakhri
w h o  e n -
tered the
Hindi film

industry
with Imtiaz

Ali’s
Rockstar, dis-

cussed the ru-
m o r s  s u r -
rounding  her

relationship with
her co-actors. 
During a recent in-

teraction with an enter-
tainment portal, she said, “I
was linked with every other
person in the film industry
and it used to drive me in-
sane.” She mentioned a time
when there was an article
claiming that she had shifted
to Shahid Kapoor’s apart-
ment, and her mom had vis-
ited to meet him. 

According to her, the real-
ity of  relationships is often
concealed, and people gener-
ally prefer projecting an image
of  perfection rather than shar-
ing the truth. She added, “I’ll
tell you everything is differ-
ent, and no one tells you the
truth unless you have a friend
that really tells you the truth,
but most people hide the truth;
they want everything to look
perfect. I would use my own
brains and my own self, or
maybe get a therapist. I would
not ask anybody.” 

She mentioned that  on
movie sets, everyone flirts
with each other, and some-
times it’s hard to distinguish
between genuine interest and
friendly behavior. 

Nargis Fakhri was seen in
the film Shiv Shastri Balboa,
sharing  the  screen with
Anupam Kher and Neena
Gupta.                    AGENCIES

Mumbai: Actor Vicky Kaushal
is set for the third release of
the year after Zara Hatke Zara
Bachke and The Great Indian
Family. He will embody the role
of  Field  Marshal l  Sam

Manekshaw in Meghna Gulzar’s
Sam Bahadur. With less than
two weeks left for the release,
Vicky is leaving no stone un-
turned to promote the movie.
The actor shared a video in

which he was performing the
Khukuri dance with Gorkhas.

Vicky Kaushal took to his
Instagram to share a video
matching ste ps  with the
Gorkhas and wrote, “The priv-
ilege of  holding their Khukuri.
The pleasure of  matching their
steps. Proud and blessed to have
done the Khukuri dance with
the Gorkhas today! Jai Maa
Kaali… Aayo Gorkhali!”

This biopic is based on the life
of  Sam Manekshaw whose mil-
itary career spanned four
decades and five wars. 

He was the first Indian Army
officer to be promoted to the
rank of  Field Marshal and the
decisive victory of  the Indian
Army in the 1971 Indo-Pak war
was under his command as
Chief  of  Army Staff. 

Produced by RSVP Movies,
the film will hit the theatres
on 1st December 2023. 

AGENCIES

Vicky does Khukuri 
dance with Gorkhas

INTIMATE SCENES ARE ALWAYS 
UNCOMFORTABLE: PORTMAN
Hollywood actress Natalie Portman finds all sex scenes
‘uncomfortable.’ She told Radio Times magazine of
filming intimate scenes: “It’s never comfortable. And
we just had to figure it out between ourselves. But I
think intimacy coordinators can be really wonderful,
especially in environments that are uncomfortable.”

SPECIAL RECOGNITION
FOR CONTRIBUTION TO
INDIAN CINEMA’ AWARD
BESTOWED ON ACTOR
MADHURI DIXIT

Nargis breaks silence 
on dating co-actors
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Cricket is an unreliable 
religion. It fails to align with 

our political objectives

INDEX                         VARIATION
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MARKET WATCH

First breakthrough on
9th day of rescue ops

Binjharpur: Unable to bear the trauma, a 20-year-old youth com-
mitted suicide by hanging at Kulasahi village under Jari pan-
chayat in Jajpur district after the shocking defeat of  the Indian Cricket
team in the ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup final, Sunday night. The
deceased was identified as Debaranjan Das, 20, an avid lover of  the
sport. The matter came to the fore after police Monday recovered
his body hanging on the terrace of  his neighbour’s house and sent
it for post-mortem to the district headquarters hospital in Jajpur.
Police registered a case of  unnatural death and launched an in-
vestigation. Sources said, family members informed police that
Debaranjan was mentally unstable and India’s unexpected defeat
pained him a lot.

Triumph for ‘Argentina’s Trump’

Focus on kids to spread Ol Chiki: Murmu
Baripada: President Droupadi Murmu Monday urged Santali
writers to focus on children to spread Ol Chiki by publishing mag-
azines in the language for them and regularly interacting with
them. Writers play a big role in popularising any language, Murmu,
who spoke in Ol Chiki throughout the programme, said addressing
the 36th Annual Conference and Literary Festival of  All India
Santali Writers’ Association. Ol Chiki has the potential to expand
as an Indian language, the president said and called upon Santali
writers to carry forward their writing for the overall development
of  the language. Ol Chiki was included in the 8th Schedule of
Constitution in December, 2003 and the government of  India has
recognised the language. MORE P5

Youth hangs self over India’s WC loss 

Rape in moving bus

AGENCIES

Buenos Aires, Nov 20: Right-
wing populist Javier Milei will
become the next president of
Argentina after promising a dra-
matic shake-up to the state in a
fiercely polarised election cam-
paign held amid deep discon-
tent over soaring inflation and
rising poverty.

Economy Minister Sergio
Massa of  the Peronist party con-
ceded defeat and congratulated
Milei, a self-described anarcho-
capitalist who has drawn fre-
quent comparisons to former

US President Donald Trump.
Immediately after Massa’s

concession speech, the Argentine
electoral authority began re-
leasing partial results. With 95
per cent of  votes tallied, Milei had
55.8 per cent and Massa 44.2 per
cent. If  that margin holds, it
would be wider than predicted
by all polls and the widest since
Argentina’s return of  democ-
racy in 1983.

In the streets of  Buenos Aires,
drivers honked their horns and
many took to the streets to cel-

ebrate in several neighbour-
hoods. Outside Milei’s party
headquarters, a hotel in down-
town Buenos Aires, supporters
were euphoric.

With a Milei victory, the coun-
try will swing to the right and em-
power a freshman lawmaker
who got his start as a television
talking head blasting what he
called the political caste.

This is a triumph that is less
due to Milei and his peculiarities
and particularities and more to
the demand for change, said
Lucas Romero, the head of
Synopsis, a local political con-
sulting firm. What is being ex-
pressed at the polls is the weari-
ness, the fatigue, the protest vote
of  the majority of  Argentines.

Milei’s screeds resonated
widely with Argentines angered
by their struggle to make ends
meet, particularly young men.

India lock horns with Qatar in a 2026 FIFA
WC second round qualifiers match at
Kalinga Stadium today

INDIA TAKE ON QATAR 

SPORTS | P9

First group of prematurely born babies evacuated
from Gaza’s biggest hospital reaches Egypt 
for treatment 

INTERNATIONAL | P8DOWNTOWN | P2

GAZA BABIES REACH EGYPT
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Uttarkashi, Nov 20: Rescuers
Monday pushed through a six-
inch-wide pipeline through the
rubble of  the collapsed Silkyara
tunnel, a breakthrough that will
help them supply larger quanti-
ties of  food and possibly allow live
visuals of  the 41 workers trapped
inside for over eight days.

Earlier, a four-inch existing
tube was being used to supply
oxygen and items like dry fruit
and medicines into the section of
the tunnel beyond the rubble of
the collapsed portion of  the under-
construction tunnel on the Char
Dham route in Uttarakhand.

National  Highways and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation Limited (NHIDCL)
director Anshu Manish Khalkho
called it the “first breakthrough”
at the site. “We have sent the
pipe 53 metres to the other side
of  the rubble and the trapped
workers can hear and experi-
ence us,” he said.

Drones and robots from the
Defence  Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) have also been brought
to the site to look into the pos-
sibility of  other escape routes for
the trapped men.

But rescue workers were yet
to resume the horizontal drilling
through the debris after a boul-
der appeared to block the
progress of  the heavy-duty auger
machine earlier this week.

Rescuers are also preparing to
exercise the option of  drilling
more than 80 metres down into
the hill to reach the workers. A
road has been laid for heavy
drilling machinery used by the
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC) to get to the top.

UTTARKASHI TUNNEL MISHAP

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jajpur, Nov 20: A 16-year-old girl
under Dasarathpur police limits
in this district was frequently
raped in the sleeper compart-
ment of  a moving bus allegedly
by a relative, Sunday.

The matter came to the fore
Monday after the minor sur-
vivor lodged a complaint against 
one Dayanidhi Jena, 45, at
Dasarathpur police station, 
pleading for justice. The minor
is stated to have been raped mul-
tiple times by the accused.

The appalling incident sent
shockwaves in the district as it
brought back in the minds of
people the sordid memory of  
the  br utal  g ang rape  of  
Nirbhaya in a moving bus in
Delhi 11 years back, which also
occurred Sunday.

Dasarathpur police have reg-
istered a case (195/2023) under
Section-376 of  Indian Penal Code
(IPC) and various sections of
POCSO Act. However, police were
yet to arrest the accused when re-
ports last came in. 

According to the complaint,
the survivor is a student of
Class-X. The girl was going to
attend her tuition classes at
6am Sunday when Dayanidhi
waylaid her. He asked her to
accompany him to a hospital
in Bhadrak after informing that
her mother was sick and ad-
mitted there. Believing his

words, the girl went with him.
Dayanidhi then parked the

girl’s bicycle at a house and took
her on a bike (OD-34K-5190) to the
Akhandalamani petrol pump
in Bhadrak district. There he
took a bus to Bhadrak and from
there boarded another bus to
Kolkata along with the girl. 

However,  on  the  way to
Kolkata, taking advantage of
the large curtains he raped her
inside the sleeper compartment
of  the bus repeatedly. When the
girl resisted his advances, he
threatened to kill her. He even
war ned her of  dire conse-
quences if  she disclosed the
matter before others.

Later, he informed the girl of
taking her to Kolkata. The minor
sat in the sleeper coach in a
helpless condition as she failed
to know where the bus reached.
Fearing for her life, she even
failed to speak up or raise an
alarm. Later, Dayanidhi again

raped her in the sleeper com-
partment at around 8pm, Sunday
when they were returning to
Bhadrak by another bus.

They arrived at Bhadrak by
3am, Monday when Dayanidhi
hired an auto-rickshaw and
dropped the girl in critical con-
dition near her village. While
leaving, he again threatened
her of  dire consequences if  
s h e  d i s cl o s e d  t h e  m at t e r  
before others. 

When contacted, Dasarathpur
IIC Badrinath Behera admitted
to have received the complaint.
He said a rape case was regis-
tered under POCSO Act and a
medical examination conducted
on the survivor. He added that
he can speak more on the issue
after receiving the report. 

A manhunt has been launched
to nab the accused while efforts
are on to identify the buses in
which the two travelled to Kolkata
and returned to Bhadrak.

FERRIES ON FIRE: Flames and smoke rise after a fire broke out in a fishing jetty area in Visakhapatnam early Monday. As many as 40 fishing boats
were reportedly gutted in the blaze PTI PHOTO

RELATIVE SEXUALLY ASSAULTS 16-YEAR-OLD GIRL INSIDE
SLEEPER COMPARTMENT OF KOLKATA-BOUND BUS  

JAJPUR HORROR

DMRC signs MoU for construction of the
Bhubaneswar Metro’s first phase from
BPIA to Trishulia 

MoU FOR METRO 

Fiery right-wing populist
Javier Milei to take over
Argentina’s presidency

amid discontent 
over economy
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QUALITY EVALUATION: National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) Peer team on a visit to Ravenshaw University in Cuttack, Monday OP PHOTO

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Nov 20: A mem-
orandum of  understanding
(MoU) was signed between
Bhubaneswar Metro  Rai l
Corporation and the Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC) here
for the construction of  the first
phase Bhubaneswar Metro,
Monday. 

The first phase of  the Metro,
which recently received nod
from the state Cabinet, involves
construction of  infrastructure
between the Biju Patnaik
Inter national Airport and
Trisulia Square in Cuttack.

Chief  Minister Naveen Patnaik
said the agreement signals the
emergence of  a new epoch in
the transportation history of
Odisha.  “We are now poised to
transform the transportation
landscape in the state’s capital
region. This is a flagship pro-

gramme under 5T (teamwork,
technology, transparency, timely
completion leading to transfor-
mation) initiative of  the gov-
ernment that will also symbol-
ise the emergence of  a new
Odisha,” he said.

The first phase of  the project

will be built at a cost of  Rs 6,255
crore, Patnaik said, adding that
this is the single largest invest-
ment made for any infrastructure
project in the state.

The entire cost of  the project
will be borne by the state gov-
ernment, he added.

“I am happy that my govern-
ment is delivering yet another
promise that was made in our
2019 manifesto,” the Chief
Minister said.

Patnaik said DMRC is a pio-
neer in the field of  construction
and operation of  Metro rail in the
country. He expressed confidence
that the Bhubaneswar Metro
will be of  world-class standard,
and will be completed in time.

Housing & Urban Development
Minister Usha Devi, Science &
Technology Minister Ashok
Panda and Chief  Secretary
Pradip Kumar Jena were among
those present at the MoU sign-
ing ceremony, which the CM ad-
dressed virtually.

DMRC managing director
Vikas Kumar said that it was
an apt time to start transit-ori-
ented development in Odisha.

“It will spruce up the econ-
omy, and push growth and de-
velopment in the region,” he said.

T he f irst  phase  of
Bhubaneswar will be 26 km long,
and have 20 stations. The whole
stretch will be elevated.

Pact inked with DMRC
for Metro rail 1st phase

Length of the project from
Bhubaneswar Airport to

Trisulia Square will be 26 km 

There will be 20 stations
including the ones at Capital

Hospital, Rajmahal Square,
Jayadev Vihar Square and 
Patia Square

Metro rail tracks and stations
will be on elevated viaducts

Ultra-modern coaches &
signaling system along with

advanced ticketing system will
be added features 

SALIENT FEATURES

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Nov 20: Drones
will be deployed to keep a tab on
the crowd behaviour during the
Winter Session of  the state leg-
islature that begins today, a sen-
ior police officer said.

The officer said the deploy-
ment of  drone became neces-
sary keeping in mind the past ex-
perience  of  impromptu
gatherings and suicide bids in the
vicinity of  the Assembly that
obstructed the proceedings inside
the House.  

This will be in addition to a
three-tier security cover that
has been thrown around the
Assembly premises.

As many as 28 platoons (one
platoon comprises 30 security
personnel) along with 100 po-
lice officers have been deployed
for the duration of  the session
from November 21 till December
30, they said.

The traffic police have made
alternative route diversions to en-
sure smooth flow of  traffic dur-
ing the period, he added.

Saluga Pradhan all set to become Dy Speaker
AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Nov 20: BJD’s
G Udaya giri  MLA Salug a
Pradhan Monday filed nomina-
tion papers for the post of  Deputy
Speaker of  the Assembly. He is
all set to be Deputy Speaker as
no one else filed the nomination
papers.

The election for the Deputy
Speaker’s post is scheduled to
be held at 9:30am Tuesday, the day
the Winter Session of  the
Assembly will begin.

Accompanied by Health
Minister Niranjan Pujari and
other senior leaders of  the rul-

ing party, Pradhan, the two-
time MLA from G Udayagiri
in Kandhamal district, sub-
mitted his nomination pa-
pers. 

“I thank party president
and Chief  Minister Naveen
Patnaik for nominating me
for  the post  of  De puty
Speaker. I will try my best to
make sure that the Assembly
functions properly,” Pradhan,

a tribal leader of  the ruling party,
told reporters after filing the
nomination papers.

As the opposition parties
haven't fielded any candidate
and the ruling BJD enjoys a ma-
jority in the House, Pradhan is
all set to be elected as the Deputy
Speaker uncontested.

Earlier, the Assembly secretary
had written to all the MLAs, re-
questing them to attend a meet-
ing to elect the Deputy Speaker
at 9:30am November 21.

Rajani Kant Singh has re-
signed as the Deputy Speaker
of  the Assembly to devote more
time to the party.

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Nov 20: The
drastic effects of  climate change
are now being felt globally and
the tumultuous adverse impacts
due to global warming are quite
visible. 

India is no exception to this
phenomenon, while Odisha has
been bearing a major brunt of  the
devastating climate change ef-
fects. Multiple cyclones on an
annual basis, droughts, floods,
coastal erosion, wildfires and
lightning deaths have been rav-
aging the state. Victims of  climate
change are far too many in
Odisha and the situation will
only worsen over time unless
urgent steps and concrete ac-
tions are put in place.

Given the backdrop, Dharitri,
the most credible and impartial

regional daily of  Odisha which
will turn 50 this year, is initiat-
ing steps to create awareness
among the youth of  the state
about this most urgent issue of
climate change by hosting the
third edition of  Dharitri Youth
Conclave November 24, 2023 at the
Rail Auditorium here. 

This year’s conclave brings to-
gether youth icons and environ-
mentalists to discuss climate
emergency and the path ahead.
The expert panelist includes
Padma Shri Jadav Payeng - con-
servationist and Forest Man of
India, Arun Krishnamurthy - en-
vironmental activist and founder
of  Environmental Foundation
of  India (EFI), Sneha Shahi - en-
vironmentalist and Richard
Mohapatra - managing editor of
Down To Earth magazine.

Jadav ‘Molai’ Payeng, an en-

vironmental activist and forestry
worker from Majuli, is popu-
larly known as the Forest Man
of  India. Over the past several
decades, he has planted and
tended trees on a sandbar of

Brahmaputra river, turning it
into a reserve forest. 

The forest, called Molai forest
after him, is  located near
Kokilamukh of  Jorhat in Assam
and spreads over an area of  about

1,360 acres / 550 hectares. In
2015, Jadav was honoured with
Padma Shri, the fourth highest
civilian award in India. He was
born in the indigenous Mising
tribe of  Assam.

In 1979, Payeng, then 19, en-
countered a large number of
snakes which had died due to
excessive heat after floods washed
them onto the barren sandbar.
That is when he planted around
20 bamboo seedlings on the sand-
bar. He not only looked after the
plants, but continued to plant
more trees on his own, trans-
forming the area into a forest.

It is now home to Bengal tigers,
Indian rhinoceros, and over 100
deer and rabbits. The forest also
has monkeys and several species
of  birds, including a large num-
ber of  vultures. There are sev-
eral thousand trees. Bamboo

covers an area of  over 300
hectares.

A herd of  around 100 elephants
regularly visits the forest every
year and generally stays for
around six months. They have
given birth to 10 calves there in
recent years.

His efforts became known to
the authorities in 2008, when
Forest officials went to the area
in search of  115 elephants that
had retreated into the forest after
damaging property in Aruna
Chapori village, about 1.5 km
from the forest. The officials
were surprised to see such a
large and dense forest.

Payeng is ready to manage the
forest in a better way and go to
other places of  the state to start
a similar venture. Now his aim
is to spread his forest to another
sand bar inside Brahmaputra.

DHARITRI YOUTH CONCLAVE 2023

Meet Padma Shri Jadav Payeng, the Forest Man of India

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 20: MAS
Holdings, a global apparel con-
glomerate, has shown keenness
in setting up of  an integrated
textile & apparel manufactur-
ing facility in Odisha with an
employment potential of  over
5,000.

Mahesh Amalean, chairman
of  MAS Holdings called on Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik at
Naveen Niwas here, Monday.  

During the discussion, the
Chief  Minister said that all pos-
sible support will be provided to
the company for its future ven-
ture in Odisha. The apparel firm
plans to set up its textile unit

in Khurda region. It was learnt
that support will be provided in
terms of  skilling and industrial
eco-system development. The
state government will provide
suitable land and also facilitate
necessary collaborations to es-
tablish supply chain and skill
development centres. 

MAS Holdings is a top global
apparel company providing high-
end apparel solutions for world’s
leading apparel  brands.
Headquartered in Sri Lanka,
the company had 53 manufac-
turing units in 16 countries pro-
viding employment to about 1
lakh people.

5T Chairman VK Pandian was
present during the discussion.

Sri Lankan textile giant 
plans unit in Khurda KULDEEP SINGH, OP

New Delhi, Nov 20: The Union
Ministry of  Home Affairs has in-
formed the Supreme Court that
Odisha has appointed a nodal
officer in each district to devise
strategy to curb the incidents
of  mob violence and hate
speeches. 

In an affidavit filed in the top
court, the Union Home ministry
informed that 28 states and Union
territories have appointed nodal
officers to combat hate speeches
and mob violence. The affidavit
was filed in compliance with
the apex court’s judgment dated
July 17, 2018. The states that
have filed their responses in
compliance with the 2018 judg-
ment are Andhra Pradesh,
Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Goa,
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh,
Jammu & Kashmir, Jharkhand,
Karnataka, UT of  Ladakh,
Lakshadweep, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra,  Manipur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Odisha,
Puducherry, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Sikkim, Telangana, Tripura,
Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh.

NODAL OFFICERS TO
CURB HATE SPEECH

AFFIDAVIT
I, Surendra Sahu my
Father Kandarpa Sahu,
Mother Asharpi Sahu,
Resident of  College Road,
PO/PS/Dist.-Bargarh
declare that my father
actual Date of  Birth is
10.05.1955 and my mother
Date of  Birth is 15.02.1960
as per their Aadhaar Card
instead of  01.07.1957 and
01.07.1959.

I, Ramavatar Agarwal, S/o
Late Nanuram Agarwal,
R/o of  Saheed Nagar, P.S:
Saheed Nagar, House No-
.101A, Bhubaneswar, PIN-
751007, Odisha. I declare
by this affidavit
No.64AA303524 dated
18/11/2023 that now
onwards I shall be known
as Ramavtar Agarwal for
all future purposes.   

I Niharbala Mahapatra
(35), W/o Chittaranjan
Mahapatra,  resident of
Jail Street, Lanjipalli,
Berhampur, Ganjam,
Odisha declared by this
affidavit No-943 / dt.13-11-
23 that now on words I
shall be known as
Niharabala Mahapatra for
all future purposes.             

CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

Drones, three-tier
security cover for
Winter Session

Nat’l media conclave at
KIIT varsity from today
Bhubaneswar: In a bid to foster
dialogue and innovation in the
ever-evolving media landscape,
the 7th edition of the National
Media Conclave will be held at the
KIMS Auditorium of KIIT University
here from November 21 to
November 23. Chhattisgarh
Governor Biswa Bhushan
Harichandan will grace the
occasion as chief guest.
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Bhubaneswar, Nov 20: Chief
Minister  Naveen Patnaik
Monday inaugurated three hous-
ing complexes for the people be-
longing to economically weaker
section (EWS), mostly the slum
dwellers in Bhubaneswar.

The three housing complexes
inaugurated by Patnaik are:
Keshari Residency built in Satya
Na g ar,  Buddha Vihar  in
Chandrasekharpur and Barunei
Enclave in Subudhipur.

The housing complexes were
constructed under urban hous-
ing scheme Saharanchal Awas
Yojana. While Keshari Residency
was built for the residents of
Shantipalli area, Barunei Enclave

is meant for the slum dwellers of
Tarini Basti. At least, 840 pucca
houses have been distributed so
far, an official release said.

As per the plan, around 7,000
pucca houses will be distributed
among the slum dwellers, of
which about 1,700 houses have al-
ready been constructed.

Of  the 560 houses completed
so far in Keshari Residency,
Patnaik handed over the keys
of  314 beneficiary families.

Similarly, more than 300 houses
in Barunei Enclave were handed
over to beneficiary families by
the Chief  Minister.

The house given to the EWS
families comprises one bedroom,
a hall, a kitchen, and a latrine &
bathroom, the official said.

CM inaugurates three housing 
complexes for slum dwellers

Narasingha pitches for Koshali in House   
Bhubaneswar: Congress Legislature Party (CLP) leader Narasingha Mishra
Monday sought permission from Assembly Speaker for members to speak in their
mother tongues including Koshali and Santali languages during the Winter Session
of the House. Mishra made a proposal in this regard at the all-party meeting
convened by Speaker Pramila Mallik here. The veteran leader who hails from
Bolangir district said that people of western Odisha often complain about the state
government’s neglect towards Koshali language and, therefore, the proposal was
made by him. However, Mallik said it will not be possible to introduce Koshali
language during this session as there is no proper infrastructure in the Assembly
for keeping record of members’ speeches in Koshali. 



PNN & AGENCIES

Baripada, Nov 20: President
Droupadi Murmu stressed Monday
on creating awareness among tribal
communities and urged Santali writ-
ers to be involved in it. The President
said that literature is a mirror to the
culture of  a community and urged
writers to write about the lifestyles
of  tribal communities so that oth-
ers know about their life values. 

Most of  the Santali literature is
available in the oral tradition and
writers play a big role in popularis-
ing any language, Murmu said while
ad dressing  the  36th  Annu a l
Conference and Literary Festival of
All India Santali Writers’ Association.

“Authors are vigilant watchdogs
of  the society. They create awareness
in society and guide it through their
works. Many litterateurs showed the
path to our national movement dur-
ing the freedom struggle. Building a
strong and vigilant society is possible
only through continuous develop-
ment of  awareness,” Murmu said. 

Murmu, who spoke in Santali dur-

ing the entire programme, said lan-
guage and literature are subtle threads
that bind the nation together.
“Literature is enriched by extensive
exchange between different languages
which is possible through transla-
tions,” Murmu said.  

“Readers of  Santali language should
also be introduced to the literature of
other languages through translation.
Similarly, there is need to make Santali
literature reach the readers of  other
languages,” added the President.

Murmu said natural co-existence
of  humans with nature is seen in
tribal lifestyle as the tribal commu-
nities believe that the forest does not
belong to them but they belong to it.
This is important as climate change
is a huge problem in modern times and
nature-friendly living is very impor-
tant to tackle it.

Appreciating writers and re-
searchers who are contributing to
Santali language and literature,
Murmu said the use of  the language
has increased in government and
non-government sectors since its
inclusion in the Eighth Schedule of

the Constitution in December 2003. 
The President also appreciated that

the All  India Santali  Writers’
Association for promoting the Ol Chiki
language since its recognition in 1988
and remembered former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee dur-
ing whose tenure Santali language
was included in the Eighth Schedule. 

“First we should ourselves give im-
portance to our Santali language be-
fore expecting others to recognise it.
Santali children should be encour-
aged to interact in the language among
themselves,” the President asserted.

Odisha Governor Raghubar Das,
many prominent Santali academia
from Odisha, Jharkhand, West
Bengal, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh and Assam attended the
conference. Odisha Ministers Sudam
Marndi and Jagannath Saraka were
also present.        
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Murmu bats for Santali 
Knowledge of literature in various languages important for growth, says President 

President takes walk
down memory lane
BARIPADA: President Droupadi Murmu
went down memory lane Monday while
inaugurating an Eklavya Model Residential
School in tribal dominated Mayurbhanj 
district. Expressing her happiness over the
infrastructure of the school at Kuliana,
Murmu, who hails from Rairangpur in
Mayurbhanj district, expressed confidence
that with its opening local children will
have more opportunity for education.
Recollecting her childhood, the 
65-year-old President said, “There was 
no school near our home during our 
childhood. Therefore, we had to go away
from home for study. Many children were
deprived of education at that time as there
were no schools nearby which is not the
case today.”  

POST NEWS NETWORK

Gopalpur, Nov 20: Police here
recovered Monday the body of
a missing youth from an aban-
doned well near the railway
tracks at Chandapur village
under Golanthara police lim-
its in Ganjam district. The de-
ceased youth was identified as
Tutu Naik, 37,  a native of
Gobindapur village also under
Golanthara police station lim-
its. Officials said that they sus-
pect it to be a case of  murder.

According to information
available, Tutu had developed an
extra-marital relationship with
a married woman of  Chandapur
village. Unhappy over the de-
velopment, the brother and fa-
ther of  the woman had threat-
ened Tutu and warned him of
dire consequences. However,
Tutu went on meeting the
woman despite warnings. 

Tutu went to see the woman
Saturday evening after the lat-
ter called him over telephone.
However, he did not return home

that night. Unable to trace Tutu,
his family members lodged a
complaint at the Golanthara po-
lice station. 

Police while investigating the
case, found Tutu’s towel and
slippers near Chandapur school
Monday morning. Using a snif-
fer dog they traced his body
near the railway tracks. 

Berhampur Sadar SDPO Shiba
Shankar Mohapatra and IIC
Bibekananda Mahanta later said
that deep wound marks have
been found on the head and face
of  the deceased. They said that
it is suspected Tutu had been
attacked by 4-5 miscreants and
brutally murdered. 

Police informed that Tutu’s
body has been sent for post-
mortem and they are investi-
gating the case (Complaint No-
595/23). They said they are
hopeful of  solving the case soon.
Mahanta said that police are
confident of  cracking the case
and asserted that the culprits
will be arrested soon.  

Youth murdered over love affair 

INCULCATING VALUES: Kids participating in a race at the three-day annual sports meet of Gandhi Public School which was held at their city campus at Gunupur
in Rayagada district, Monday OP PHOTO  

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, Nov 20: Union Ministers
Ashwini Vaishnaw and Dharmendra
Pradhan flagged off  Monday the ex-
tension of  Banaras-Sambalpur-Banaras
Bi-Weekly Express up to Visakhapatnam
at the railway station here. The train was
f l a g g e d  o f f  f r o m  h e r e  t ow a r d s
Visakhapatnam and will run as a ‘spe-
cial’ train. The regular service in the ex-
tended portion of  this train will com-
mence November 22 from Visakhapatnam
and from Banaras on the next day.

Speaking on this occasion, Vaishnaw
said the Sambalpur Junction railway
station will be developed as a world-
class station at a cost of  `300 crore and
the design will be prepared by the stu-
dents of  IIM Sambalpur and Veer
Surendra Sai University of  Technology
(VSSUT), Burla.

The Railway Minister said allocation
to Odisha increased substantially dur-
ing the Modi government in comparison
to the then UPA-II period. The annual al-

location in the railway budget for Odisha
has been increased from `800 crore to
`10,000 crore.

Similarly, Vaishnaw pointed out that
the pace of  work has also increased in
Odisha. “The Railways constructed
450km of  new tracks last year while
earlier during the UPA time, only 50km
of  tracks were constructed in a year,”
Vaishnaw pointed out.

Pradhan said the Centre has allo-
cated `18 lakh crore grant to Odisha
during the last nine years while the
UPA government had allocated only 
`3 lakh crore in its 10-year tenure.
Similarly, mining revenue of  the state
has been increased to `50,000 crore in
a year during the tenure of  the current
NDA government. He said the revenue
earned during UPA’s regime was only
`5,000 crore. 

Pradhan also requested Vaishnaw to
run a special train from Sambalpur to
Ayodhya as the Ram Temple will open
from January 22 next year. He said it will
help devotees travel to Ayodhya.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Balasore, Nov 20: The vale-
dictory ceremony of  ‘Mahindra
Pride Classroom’ was held re-
cently after a month-long train-
ing programme under the MoU
signed between the Fakir Mohan
University  and Naandi
Foundation, Hyderabad.

Vice-Chancellor Prof  Santosh
Kumar Tripathi, PG Council
chairman Professor Sabyasachi
Patnaik, Director of  Student
Welfare Dr Nihar Ranjan Raut,
Re gional  Head of  Naandi
Foundation, Debnath Baral, State
Coordinator Munmun Singh
were among the dignitaries pres-
ent at the programme. 

Realising the need to impart
knowledge along with person-
ality development and imparting
communication skills, the train-
ing programme was success-
fully implemented within a
month due to the efforts of
Professor Tripathi, officials said. 

The vision of  ‘Mahindra Pride
Classroom’ is to empower urban
girl students through skill de-
velopment training and equip
them with employability skills, en-
abling them to gain employment

opportunities in various fields. A
total of  450 students of  the uni-
versity were divided into seven
groups and received training. 

One topper and three students
from each group were awarded
by Naandi Foundation for their
best performance and all the
students were given certificates
of  participation.

In the coming days, all kinds
of  qualitative efforts will be
made at the university to im-
prove the collective personality
of  the students and create em-
ployment opportunities, the dig-
nitaries said. Heads of  various
departments and students of  the
university were present during
the programme. 

Banaras-Sambalpur Express
extended to Visakhapatnam

TUSKER TRAMPLES
YOUTH TO DEATH
POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, Nov 20: The human-elephant con-
flict in Odisha continued with a youth being
trampled to death by a tusker Monday at
Charikonia forest road in this district. The de-
ceased was identified as Madan Mohan Nayak
of  Akula Malanda village. 

As per information available from locals
Madan Mohan was going from Telkoi to
Gopinath village along with two others on
his bike. Suddenly an elephant appeared on the
road and attacked the two-wheeler. While the
two others on the bike managed to flee, Madan
Mohan could not do so. The elephant held
him with its trunk before trampling him to
death, eye-witnesses said. The two who man-
aged to escape were identified as Budharam
Munda and Deepak Munda. 

After getting information about the inci-
dent, Forest department officials reached the
spot. They handed over the body of  the de-
ceased to the police who sent it for post-mortem
to the Telkoi hospital after registering a case
of  unnatural death.

The incident sparked tension in the locality
with local villagers surrounding Forest officials
demanding compensation for the deceased’s
family. Later police pacified them and sent
them home. 

Man held with
2 leopard hides 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Nayagarh, Nov 20: A per-
son has been arrested with
two leopard skins in this dis-
trict, police said Monday.
Acting on a tip-off, the spe-
cial task force (STF) of  the
Odisha police conducted a
raid near Deer park located in
Kuanria Dam of  Daspalla lo-
cality Sunday and seized the
leopard hides, they said. A
case has been registered and
an investigation is underway,
they added. 
The accused has been identi-
fied as Baidyaraj Mallick (40)
o f  B a l i b e r e n a  u n d e r
Banigochha police limits in
this district. 

The skins will be sent to
the Wildlife Institute of  India
in Dehradun for examination,
police said. They added that
other incriminating materials
have also been found in pos-
session of  the man. 

New initiative for girl
students of FM varsity

A total of 450 students 
of the university were
divided into seven
groups and received
training. One topper 
and three students 
from each group were
awarded
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T he threat of  artificial intelligence (AI) to human civilisation is
assuming varied forms every passing day. Net-users have been,
for some time now, confronted with an AI-powered simulation

called “deepfake” which has the potential to wreak incalculable dam-
age on the world, both financially and politically. At this stage a new
attempt is being made to appropriate the common idiom of  the human
world to make AI appear as a legitimate and acceptable form of  human
intelligence and even an evolution of  the human race.  

The process has started very subtly. The Cambridge dictionary re-
cently announced the word “hallucinate” as its word of  the year. It does
not mean the previously well known word with psychological conno-
tation is being widely used in the world this year as if  the psychic dis-
order associated with the concept of  hallucination has suddenly become
a global phenomenon. On the contrary, it is not referring to its exist-
ing definition as a human condition of  seeing, hearing, feeling or
smelling something that does not exist. It underscores the fact that the
world is now confronted with the phenomenon of  AI developing the ca-
pacity to make, or to be precise, fake things. To describe it as halluci-
nating is tantamount to attributing to AI a human trait, whereas it would
be only appropriate to call it algorithmic junk or simply glitches, as some
experts point out. By appropriating the language of  psychology, psy-
chedelics and even mysticism, the AI industry is trying to claim it is
paving the way for the birth of  animate intelligence that, it wants the
world to believe, would be an evolutionary leap for humanity.

At the same time, AI technology advocates may easily argue the
adoption of  humanising metaphors to conceptualise machines has
been happening in literature for the past three centuries since
Frankenstein’s monster appeared on the literary scene in the early 19th-
century fiction. The full title of  Mary Shelley’s novel is Frankenstein;
or, The Modern Prometheus. The fiction was written when Europe was
witnessing profound scientific and technological upheaval. The author
was apparently appalled by the prospect of  the machine controlling man.
Her use of  the Greek mythical story of  Prometheus as part of  the title
of  the fiction is a reflection of  the dilemma she was in about the ben-
efits of  technology for the welfare of  mankind. According to the myth,
a Greek god was condemned to eternal torment for stealing the power
of  fire for humans. The implication was similar fate lay in store for hu-
mans for letting science and technology be the driving force of  their
life.

The world seems to be caught again in a similar moral conflict with
the advent of  AI. The votaries of  AI are arguing that the technology
would bring about a sea change in industrial growth. Economists and
software professionals shudder to think of  the displacement of  their
technology once AI is given free reins. Already, fear has gripped the soft-
ware industry that AI would wreak havoc making their technology ob-
solete resulting in widespread retrenchment in the field of  technology.
On the other hand, experts are cautioning the world about the moral
aspect of  the AI technology which, according to them, may manipu-
late human intelligence. The proponents of  AI, however, dismiss such
an eventuality and stress the benefits of  AI technology. The theoreti-
cal battle is on.

In such a situation the attempt to use human psychological metaphors
such as hallucination is being interpreted as the beginning of  the en-
croachment of  AI into human psychological territory.

The concerns being expressed worldwide about deepfake only bring
home the inherent dangers of  AI. Deepfake has the potential to produce
clones of  world leaders and make them speak what they have never spo-
ken and that too very convincingly, as also fake financial transactions
with the help of  AI. All these can manipulate man’s political and financial
thinking and confuse most people enough to harm themselves, not
just defraud them.

These revelations about giving human attributes to AI may show an
ominous development for human civilisation now but that too shall,
for sure, seem not so bad as time passes and humans evolve. 

The Google antitrust trial
has finally shown just how
much the world’s domi-

nant search engine is willing –
and able – to pay to be the default
on smartphones and other de-
vices: $26 billion in 2021 alone, $18
billion of  which went to another
tech giant, Apple. While Google
has long tried to guard this num-
ber, it was always known to be
large – and so it is.

What is Google paying for?
When you set up a new iPhone,
Apple could prompt you on which
search engine to use as the default
in its Safari web browser. But it
doesn’t; it simply selects Google
automatically. Of  course, one can
go into “Settings” and change
the default with a few taps of  the
screen (other options include
Yahoo, Bing, DuckDuckGo, and
Ecosia). But almost nobody will
bother with that. So, Google trans-
fers billions of  dollars to Apple
every year to minimise the
chances that iPhone search-engine
advertising revenue will flow to
any company other than Google.

There are several different po-
sitions one could take on this
issue. You could say that Google
is the malefactor. But you also
could say that Apple is. After

all, instead of  requiring users to
choose, it gives Google an un-
fair advantage in exchange for
a hefty fee. Perhaps Google is
really the victim. Since it has
the best search engine, compa-
nies that want to maximise the
value for their customers ought
to choose it anyway. But rather
than making Google the default
for free, Apple is extorting it
with the threat of  selling that sta-
tus to a higher bidder. It is ar-
guably leveraging its single-
buyer power to restrain trade
and distort competition.

Or, you could say that this is
just business-as-usual in the at-
tention economy. By making
enormous investments and dis-
playing unmatched creativity
and ingenuity, Apple has emerged
as the premier supplier of  hard-
ware and software value chains.
Thanks to its efforts, we now
have the iOS platform, a power-
ful engine of  human liberation
that has furnished us with ex-
traordinarily valuable access to
information, communication,
and entertainment technologies.

Not only should such inge-
nuity be rewarded financially; but
such rewards should serve a
larger purpose, by incentivis-

ing other current and future in-
novators to focus on creating
products and services that are
genuinely useful, rather than
on pursuing socially damaging
activities such as cryptocur-
rency grifts. The iPhone is one
product that Apple can sell. But
it can also sell iPhone users’ at-
tention to companies that are
willing to pay for it. Why should-
n’t Apple charge what it wants
for providing that service?

Finally, one could argue for
users to be prompted with a choice,
in the interest of  ensuring a level
playing field among search en-
gines. If  Google has the best search
engine, it might end up with a
60% share, whereas each of  the
other four might secure 10%. But
what if  users who are not fully in-
formed or really paying atten-
tion opt for an inferior service
unwittingly? The overall real-
world user experience will have
been degraded in the interest of
an abstract “level playing field.”

Each of  these positions can
be plausibly argued, and high-
priced lawyers and economists
have already been paid large
sums of  money to hone those
arguments and provide sup-
porting evidence. When it comes

to determining which opinion is
most faithful to the facts or log-
ically compelling, the devil is in
the details. After all, the issue is
complex. How does human at-
tention work, exactly, and who
should have the right to capture
it, direct it, or harvest it for data?

In early-modern Poland, nobles
had the right to control their
serfs and harvest the wealth gen-
erated from their labour in the
fields. When serfs tried to run
away, Cossacks would hunt them
down and bring them back for a
small fee. It is not surprising to
see some commentators refer-
ring to our current era as a dawn-
ing age of  “techno-feudalism.”

Still, this does not strike me as
the right term, and I worry that
it will lead us to adopt the wrong
analogies in trying to under-
stand precisely how the attention-
information economy works.
My problem is that I cannot think
of  a better metaphor. Devising
one may be the first step toward
accurately assessing the world we
have wrought.

The writer is Professor of
Economics at the University

of  California, Berkeley. 
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FORGETTING HISTORY
L

ast month, Exter nal
Af fairs  Minister  S
Jaishankar unveiled a
statue of  Rabindranath

Tagore at the International
Friendship Park in Vietnam’s
Bac Ninh province. Vietnam
has cherished its link with
Tagore and has been rekindling
his three-day visit to Ho Chi
Minh city in 1929 in many ways
that includes a translation of
his “Gitanjali” which is “Loi
Dang” in Vietnamese and a com-
memorative postage stamp in
the 80s in Tagore’s honour. At the
same time in Shantiniketan, the
spiritual centre Tagore founded
and the Visva-Bharati University
within it have been celebrating
the UNESCO world heritage sta-
tus accorded in September.
Plaques installed in the Visva-
Bharati University to mark being
declared a world heritage site
carry the names of  the chan-
cellor of  the university: PM
Narendra Modi and vice chan-
cellor: Bidyut Chakraborty, but
make no mention of  the founder
and first Asian Nobel laureate
Rabindranath Tagore.

In response, the university has
clarified that the plaques are
“temporary structures” which
would be replaced. But this does-
n’t sit well as it comes at a time
when Visva-Bharati is in the
midst of  another controversy as
it tries to evict Nobel laureate
Amartya Sen from Shantiniketan.
A letter signed by the deputy
registrar of  the university said
that Amartya Sen’s house has
been built on land belonging to
the university. “It has been found
from records and physical sur-
vey/demarcation that you are
in unauthorised occupation of
13 decimals of  land belonging
to Visva-Bharati...”   A decimal
is 435.6 sq feet. His father Asutosh
Sen had taken 125 decimals of
land on lease from the varsity
in 1943, Nobel laureate Amartya
Sen said after the university
served him a notice in April, 

West Bengal Chief  Minister
Mamata Banerjee has alleged
that Amartya Sen is being ha-
rassed for his criticism of  BJP’s
policies. Whether that is the
case or not the controversy sub-

dued Tagore‘s 162nd birth an-
niversary commemorations in
May and the celebration of
Shantiniketan, with its historic
buildings, landscapes, gardens,
pavilions, educational and cul-
tural traditions, being declared
a UNESCO world heritage site.

There is no doubt that such a
lapse can be easily corrected.
But the controversy itself  points
to a growing tendency to criti-
cise, disregard or ignore peo-
ple, voices, ideas, ideologies and
perspectives that don’t fit. A bit
of  history missing, a founder’s
name left out on a commemo-
rative pillar or plaque, names
and eras left out of  textbooks are
not uncommon now. Earlier this
year, the NCERT announced its
decision to remove certain parts
related to the Mughal period
from the Class 12 history syl-
labus. The move which attracted
much criticism was attributed
to “syllabus rationalisation”
where “overlapping” and “ir-
relevant” portions were dropped.

While some of  these instances
may be attributed to haste or
oversight, most of  them seem to
be cases of  selective amnesia
when it comes to people, ideas
and reasoning that do not fit in
with current thinking and mind-
sets. This seems particularly
so with Gurudev Tagore and
Mahatma Gandhi  whose
thoughts, ideas and way of  liv-
ing are a contrast with the mores

of  today. For one, Visva-Bharati
represents the thinking of
Tagore. Founded in December
1921 and declared a central uni-
versity and institution of  na-
tional importance by an Act of
Parliament 1951, it is a resi-
dential school and centre for
art based on ancient Indian tra-
ditions, distinct from and re-
pudiating the British colonial ed-
ucational system that was
prevalent then. Instead, it looked
more to an Asian modernity
while drawing on ancient, me-
dieval and folk traditions from
across the region.

Both Tagore and Gandhi were
keen on education with a dis-
tinct indigenous identity based
on the cultural experience of
India and were inspired by learn-
ing that was in harmony with
nature. In keeping with this
Tagore had in 1901 started with
a kind of  ashram school where
children could play and learn in
the open and under the shade of
trees away from the closed con-
fines of  classrooms. His father
Debendranath Tagore had bought
the land in 1863, built an ashram
and lived there in accordance
with spiritual values.
Rabindranath Tagore settled here
later to follow his literary pursuits.

Today the distance between the
vision and way of  life of  Tagore
and Gandhi and current per-
spectives is growing. And though
the effort and work done with fer-

vour in their names continues,
most of  that energy is outside
India. For instance, professors
teaching the “International
Course on Gandhian
Nonviolence:  Theory and
Application” offered by Gujarat
Vidyapith, Ahmedabad (founded
by Mahatma Gandhi in 1920)
have found that the course has
drawn students from countries
in Europe, North, Central and
South America, Australia, Africa
and Asia. Similarly attended
have been the short-term train-
ing programmes organised by
the Satyagraha Institute based
in Brookings, S. Dakota, in
Mexico and African countries
like Nigeria, Ghana, Gambia
and Senegal. A number of  par-
ticipants were and continue to
be drawn from conflict zones
and share a common angst about
the growing violence in their
own societies and felt it their
duty to address this problem.
Deeply impacted by the courses
and training, most of  them are
now working with NGOs or have
established their own organi-
sations. True to the Gandhian tra-
dition they focus on constructive
work, resistance against injus-
tice and elimination of  violence
in all forms.

Tagore’s vision and ideas may
be losing appeal in the new frame-
work here, but outside candles
are still being lit for India’s most
famous poet laureate. The Tagore
Memorial Grove and walking
museum, one of  the first in the
United States to spread the mes-
sage of  Tagore’s borderless world
was inaugurated this February
at the Ray Miller Park in Houston,
Texas. The energised crowd,
mostly diaspora, Vedic chants,
recitation of  Tagore’s musical
compositions, offer hope that
his memory and what he stood
for lives on at a time when bor-
ders are being reinforced and
major conflicts are in progress.
This may be a good time to bring
Tagore and Gandhi back on the
plaques and back in our lives.

The writer is the
Managing Editor of  

The Billion Press. 
©THE BILLION PRESS

FOCUS

A bit of history missing, a founder’s name left
out on a commemorative pillar or plaque, names

and eras left out of textbooks are not 
uncommon now

AI & Hallucination

Giving odd excuses

The General went out to find that
none of his GIs were there. One

finally ran up, panting heavily.
“Sorry, sir! I can explain, you see I had
a date and it ran a little late. I ran to
the bus but missed it, I hailed a cab
but it broke down, found a farm,
bought a horse but it dropped dead,
ran 10 miles, and now I'm here.”
The General was very skeptical about
this explanation but at least he was
here so he let the GI go. Moments
later, eight more GIs came up to the
general panting, he asked them why
they were late.
“Sorry, sir! I had a date and it ran a
little late, I ran to the bus but missed

it, I hailed a cab but it broke down,
found a farm, bought a horse but it
dropped dead, ran 10 miles, and now
I'm here.”
The General eyed them, feeling very
skeptical but since he let the first guy
go, he let them go, too. A ninth GI
jogged up to the General, panting
heavily.
“Sorry, sir! I had a date and it ran a
little late, I ran to the bus but missed
it, I hailed a cab but...”
“Let me guess,” the General
interrupted, “it broke down.”
“No,” said the GI, "there were so
many dead horses in the road, it took
forever to get around them.”
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All existence is a manifestation 
of God.

SRI AUROBINDO

THIS MAY BE A
GOOD TIME TO
BRING TAGORE

AND GANDHI
BACK ON THE

PLAQUES AND
BACK IN 

OUR LIVES 

Lekha Rattanani

WISDOM CORNER
The degree of freedom from unwanted thoughts and the degree of
concentration on a single thought are the measures to gauge
spiritual progress. R AMANA MAHARSHI

A religion contradicting science and a science contradicting religion
are equally false. PD OUSPENSKY

We’re born alone, we live alone, we die alone. Only through our love
and friendship can we create the illusion for the moment that we’re
not alone. ORSON WELLES

CULTURE

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

IT IS NOT 
SURPRISING TO

SEE SOME 
COMMENTATORS

REFERRING TO OUR
CURRENT ERA AS A

DAWNING AGE OF
‘TECHNO-

FEUDALISM’

J. Bradford DeLong

Wait gets longer

Sir, This refers to “Heartbreak in Ahmedabad,” Orissa POST,
November 20. The defeat of  the Indian team in the ICC Men’s Cricket
World Cup 2023 finale at the Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad
has shattered the hearts of  millions of  Indians. The defeat was par-
ticularly poignant given India’s smooth run of  wins throughout the
tournament, making this loss all the more unexpected. Right from the
outset, the Australian team dominated the game, leaving India that
had eagerly anticipated a triumphant moment in shock. The final match’s
slow wicket, which drew criticism from experts, seemed to have
worked against India. But, Australia’s decision to bowl first capi-
talised on the pitch’s evolving nature, which became more batting-
friendly as the game progressed. Fans could do little but share heart-
wrenching memes on the social media, attempting to find solace in
humour after witnessing a victory slip away so close to their grasp.
And so, as the once vibrant stadium hushed into silence, enthusiasm
extinguished, Indians find themselves in a poignant hiatus, waiting
for the next World Cup to vie for the coveted trophy.

N Sadhasiva Reddy,
BANGALORE

Success story 

Sir, A German delegation declared at the United
Nations (UN) in 1996 that “Television is a rich
man’s medium.”  It was opposing the observance
of  “World Television Day” on November 21. The op-
ponents were not impressed about the television’s
ability to catch the people’s imagination as effec-
tively as the radio did.  From JJ Thomson’s cath-
ode ray days of  1887, to its primitive form in the 1920s,
to what it is today, from the black and white beauty
to the coloured marvel, the evolution of  the television
is surprising and inspiring at the same time. The
vivid accounts of  the winners and the losers, the
distressed and the saviours, the politicians and
the governments, the celebrities and the ordinary
people make television a special medium. It is a com-
pact package of  three in one: education, news and
entertainment. The television is a success story.

Ganapathi Bhat, 
AKOLA
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1920: On Bloody Sunday, the Irish Republican Army killed 11 Englishmen
suspected of being intelligence agents, and the Black and Tans took revenge
the same afternoon, attacking spectators and players at a Gaelic football
match in Croke Park, Dublin, killing 12 and wounding 60.

1931: The horror classic Frankenstein, based on a stage adaptation of Mary
Wollstonecraft Shelley's 1818 novel, was released in the United States, and it
helped make the hulking monster, who was portrayed by Boris Karloff, one
of the most recognizable characters in film history.

1941: Tweety Bird makes its debut. The fictional cartoon canary also just
called Tweety made his first appearance in A Tale of Two Kitties, a Warner
Bros. Merrie Melodies cartoon. Tweety was created by animator Bob
Clampett who worked on Loony Tunes cartoons.

1962: War between China and India ends. The month long war began over a
border dispute between the two countries and ended with a unilateral
ceasefire by the Chinese.

The attention economy goes to court
SPECTRUM ANTITRUST

LOL
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We have started all the
drought relief works,
like -- supplying drinking
water, providing fodder
for livestock, giving
employment to people
SIDDARAMAIAH | K’TAKA CM

Several farmer bodies in Punjab
Monday held protests at the offices of
deputy commissioners and sub-
divisional magistrates at many places,
seeking withdrawal of cases registered
against farmers for burning stubble

FARMER BODIES HOLD PROTEST
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Congratulations
@JMilei for the
victory in the

presidential elections.
Look forward to
working closely with
you to diversify and
expand India-Argentina strategic
partnership

NARENDRA MODI | PRIME MINISTER

of the
day uote 

Housing is a
basic right of
every human

being. It's not right to
use it as an
advertisement for
the Union
government and the Prime Minister

PINARAYI VIJAYAN | KERALA CM

13 drown during
Chhath festivities
Patna: A total of 13 people
drowned during Chhath
festivities in different water
bodies in seven districts of
Bihar since Sunday, officials
said. The deaths were reported
in Patna, Khagaria, Samastipur,
Saharsa, Darbhanga, Munger
and Besusarai, a statement
issued by the Bihar Disaster
Management Department
(DMD) said Monday. In Patna
district, three persons drowned
in a pond in Brahmpur area
around 8.15 am, it said. 

SHORT TAKES

I want to
appeal to the
Centre not to

play with the people
here. Do not make
the people here think
that our blood is so
cheap that a person found guilty of
murder is enlarged on bail so easily

OMAR ABDULLAH |
NATIONAL CONFERENCE LEADER

national

SNIPPETS

NIA files case against GS Pannun 
New Delhi: The NIA has registered a case against designated
terrorist Gurpatwant Singh Pannun and his banned organisation
Sikhs For Justice (SFJ) for issuing video messages threatening
people flying Air India, a spokesperson of the agency said
Monday. The case has been filed under the Indian Penal Code
and the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, the official said.
Pannun, the self-proclaimed general counsel of "unlawful
association" SFJ, released the video messages on social media
platforms November 4.

HC orders release of Murugha seer 
Bangalore/Chitradurga: The High Court of Karnataka Monday
directed the prison authorities in Chitradurga to immediately
release Shivamurthy Sharana, the pontiff of the Chitradurga
Murugharajendra Bruhan Math, who was arrested and sent 
to judicial custody earlier in the day. A non-bailable warrant 
(NBW) was issued against the Seer earlier today by the Second
Additional Sessions Judge B K Komala in Chitradurga, in the
second Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act case against him. Health
Ministry releases draft 

Air pollution levels creep up in Delhi
New Delhi: Air quality in Delhi and its suburbs deteriorated again
overnight after a marginal improvement a day ago with forecasts
suggesting that a major relief is unlikely in the coming days. The
city's 24-hour average Air Quality Index (AQI), recorded at 4 pm
everyday, stood at 348  Monday, deteriorating from 301 Sunday.  It
was 319  Saturday, 405 Friday and 419 Thursday.  Neighbouring
Ghaziabad (321), Gurugram (261), Greater Noida (318), Noida (331)
and Faridabad (329) also recorded a dip in air quality. An AQI
between zero and 50 is considered ‘good’, 51 and 100 ‘satisfactory’,
101 and 200 ‘moderate’, 201 and 300 ‘poor’, 301 and 400 ‘very poor’,
401 and 450 ‘severe’ and above 450 ‘severe plus’.

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Nov 20: Till now, the
Election Commission has seized
`1,760 crore from the states of
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Telangana, Chhattisgarh and
Mizoram, which is seven times
more than the ̀ 239 crore seized
in the 2018 Assembly polls.

The poll panel said that per-
sistent efforts have led to an ex-
ponential increase in seizures in
the five states. The EC said,
“Seizures of  over `1,760 crore
have been reported in the five
poll-going states since an-
nouncement of  the elections,
which is more than seven times
(Rs 239.15 crore) the seizures
made in the previous Assembly
elections in these States in 2018.”

The EC further said that the
seizures demonstrate its unwa-
vering commitment to ensur-
ing free, fair and inducement-free
elections by implementing ro-
bust measures to monitor in-
centives and curb electoral mal-
practices for a level playing field.

The poll panel also recalled
that seizures of  over ̀ 1,400 crore
were made in the last  six
Assembly elections held in
Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh,

Nagaland, Meghalaya, Tripura
and Karnataka which was 11
times more than in the previ-
ous Assembly elections in these
states. The commission said that
this time it has also embedded
technology into the monitoring
process through the Election
Expenditure Monitoring System
(ESMS) which is proving to be a
catalyst, as it brought a wide
array of  Central and State en-
forcement agencies together for
better  coordination and
Intelligence sharing.

T he panel  said  that  in
Chhattisgarh it made seizures
worth ̀ 76.9 crore which includes
cash to the tune of  ̀ 20.77 crore,
liquor worth `2.16 crore, drugs

worth ̀ 4.55 crore, precious met-
als worth `22.76 crore, freebies
and other items worth `26.68
crore.

Similarly, in Madhya Pradesh,
the panel made seizures worth
`323.7 crore, including cash
worth ̀ 33.72 crore, liquor worth
69.85 crore, drugs worth `15.53
crore, precious metals worth
`84.1 crore and freebies worth
`120.53 crore.

In the case of  Rajasthan, the
panel made seizures worth ̀ 650.7
crore, including cash to the tune
of  `93.17 crore, liquor worth
`51.29 crore, drugs worth ̀ 91.71
crore, precious metals worth
`73.36 crore and freebies worth
`341.24 crore.

EC seizes over `1,760cr
from poll-bound states

ED files prosecution
complaint against
Amway under PMLA PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 20: The
Supreme Court Monday ques-
tioned the delay on the part of
Tamil Nadu Governor R N Ravi
in granting assent to several
Bil ls  passed  by  the  state
Assembly, asking as to why
should governors wait for par-
ties to move the top court with
their grievances.

Posing tough questions, a
bench headed by Chief  Justice
D Y Chandrachud asked what
was the governor doing for
three years, noting that the
Bil ls  were  pending  s ince
January 2020.

Observing that the issue was
whether there was a delay in
the discharge of  the constitu-
tional functions entrusted to
the office of  the governors, the
court also said it would deal
with the question whether a
governor can sit over the Bills
without sending them either
back to the Assembly or to the
President.

The top court made the ob-
servations as it deferred the
hearing on the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment's plea alleging delay
by Governor Ravi to December
1 after Attorney General R
Venkataramani, appearing for
the Office of  the Governor, sought
a postponement.

The court, while adjourning
the hearing, took note of  the
fact that the TN Assembly has re-
adopted 10 Bills returned by the
governor.  “Let us await the de-
cision of  the governor (on re-
adopted) Bills,” said the bench
also comprising Justice J B
Pardiwala and Justice Manoj
Misra. 

The top court, meanwhile,
also sought responses from the
Centre and the office of  Kerala
Governor Arif  Mohammed
Khan on a separate plea of  the
Kerala government accusing
him of  not granting assent to
several Bills cleared by the leg-
islative assembly. 

While hearing the plea of
the TN government, the bench
took note of  the fact  that
Governor Ravi responded by
saying that he was withhold-
ing his assent on ten Bills after
the top court issued notices
November 10.

What was TN 
guv doing for 
3 yrs, asks SC 

IRB jawan among
2 tribal men shot
dead in Manipur

Who defeated India
this World Cup ?

The fever, the frenzy and the fall.
Finally the India hosted World
Cup cricket extravaganza is over.

From the opener, in the first week of
October to the final in Ahmedabad
November 19 when hosts India took on
Australia and came a cropper, the build-
up went all the way to the Moon. The re-
turn to Earth though, was a trifle tough.
The moot question remains. Who de-
feated India?

A before and after remark should
help put things in proper perspective.
Australian captain Pat Cummins had be-
fore the match urged his team 

to embrace the one-sided crowd of
1,30,000 spectators. “A big crowd go silent
would be satisfying”, he added. His team
ensured so. 

Cummins judged correct on an ab-
solutely partisan crowd rooting for the
home team and Indian veteran Sunil
Gavaskar stuck the nail on the head
when he said India was superb in all ten
matches. The truth is that the Indian team
went into the final
with a mind weighed
down by expecta-
t ions  while  the
Australian captain
was bereft of  any
such baggage so
hands- free  and
mind-unencum-
bered. The 

five-times winner had little to lose, the
hosts were bent double by mounting national
aspirations and therein lies the rub.

The presence of  politics in sports
was a given  but the entry of  the politi-
cian in it, changed the complexion of  the
‘game’(s). Soon he and his ilk had taken
it over with bloodlines suckling 

into power structures.  Like a
Bollywood potboiler, the sport provided
all the ingredients of  successful masala-
spectacles to flaunt, manna to grease
and muscle to flex. 

The audience just watched, putty in
political hands. With nationalism/pa-
triotism acquiring  religious under-
pinnings its presence in spectator sports
were a  natural corollary. Proof, if  any
required, lay in the chants of  ‘Jai Shree
Ram’ during the India-Pakistan match
and the chants of  “Hanuman Chalisa”
in unison during this final. For all one
knows, no rule bars such verbal calis-
thenics but what one heard in earlier
times, was a stadium reverberating to
thunderous claps at a resounding shot
into the crowd, a scintillating catch or

a ball that knocked out both stump and
breath, irrespective of  either teams. 

The duels between India’s Ramakant
Desai and Pakistan’s Mohd Hanif  or
Jasu Patel’s rich nine wicket haul against
a Richie Benaud led Australia and many
others that followed for decades there-
after, never heard a religion laced call
ever in the stadiums.

Over time atmospherics changed to
when celebration of  an India-Pakistan
T-20 cricket encounter in Dubai in
October 2021 invited an FIR and ar-
rests in Srinagar. Ditto police action
Agra and Udaipur for near similar
reasons. In November  last year four cof-
fee plantation workers-two of  them
minors-were booked by the Karnataka
police for cheering for Pakistan in a
match between Pakistan and New
Zealand in a third country, says a pub-
lished report. They were charged with
“promoting enmity between groups”. 

Last month a Pakistani fan was stopped
by police from cheering for his team

during the Australia
versus Pakistan ICC
World Cup cricket
match in Bangalore.
A 45 second video of
the fan wearing a
Pakistan jersey can
be seen arguing with
a policemen that he is

from Pakistan and is
supporting his team.”  If  I won’t say
Pakistan  Zindabad, what should I say?”,
he is seen questioning the cop who re-
fuses to budge. Many such examples
abound.

If  the same scenario is transfixed in
trans-national surroundings, how would
things stand if  Indians-turned British
citizens in UK cheered for a visiting
Indian cricket team in an encounter
with England? By the same yardstick,
how should  they be treated? Or for that
matter the Indian PM addressing the
Indian diaspora in the USA asking them
to vote for a particular American can-
didate in their Presidential elections?

It is these changing metaphors of  sports
that leads to the sort of  pressure that a
fabulously performing India cricket team
witnessed in the finals in Ahmedabad. The
build-up turned a game of  cricket into a
battle of  sorts that put the host team
under unimaginable pressure.

Who defeated India? We, each one of
us 130 crore Indians. Let a game remain
a game, don’t weight it down with na-
tional honour !

Gujarat
files

RK MISRA

The poll panel said the
seizures made since the

polls were announced October 9
are over seven times (`239.15
crore) the seizures made in the
previous assembly elections 

While assembly polls have
already been held in

Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh
and Mizoram, voting will take
place in Rajasthan and
Telangana November 25 and
November 30 respectively

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 20: Amway
India, which runs multi-level
marketing (MLM) schemes, gen-
erated "proceeds
of  crime" worth
more than `4,000
crore through its
businesses and 70
per cent of  it was
siphoned off  to overseas bank ac-
counts,  the  Enforcement
Directorate alleged Monday.

More than `2,859 crore col-
lected from members was "si-
phoned off  and parked" in the
bank accounts of  overseas in-
vestors in the name of  dividend,
royalty and payments for other
expenses, the federal agency
said in a statement after filing a
charge-sheet against Amway
India Enterprise Pvt Ltd recently.

The prosecution complaint
was filed before a special
Prevention of  Money Laundering
Act (PMLA) court in Hyderabad
which took cognisance of  it
Monday,  the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) said.

The company was promoting
an "illegal money circulation
scheme under the guise of  sale
of  goods" and "cheating the gen-

eral public by promising them
very high commissions/incen-
tives through simple enrolment
of  new members and by claim-
ing that these commissions/in-

centives would
continue in per-
petuity", it said.

Amway, how-
ever, said it was
in compliance

with the law. "The prosecution
complaint, currently, filed by
the Enforcement Directorate
pertains to the investigation dat-
ing back to 2011, and since then,
we have been cooperating with
the department, and have shared
all the information as sought
from time-to-time," an Amway
spokesperson said.

Since Amway began its oper-
ations in India 25 years ago, it has
been "committed to legal and
regulatory compliance, and has
diligently maintained a culture
of  compliance and integrity to
the present day", the spokesper-
son said.

"We want to reiterate our con-
tinued confidence in the Indian
legal and judicial system fol-
lowing the due process of  law as
we pursue our legal rights," the
spokesperson said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Imphal, Nov 20: A security force personnel
and his driver were shot dead by suspected
members of  the Imphal Valley-based terror
groups in Kangpokpi district of  Manipur on
Monday, officials said here.

The duo were travelling in a vehicle when
suspected terror group members belonging
to the state's majority community carried
out an ambush between Haraothel and Kobsha
villages, the officials said.

One of  the deceased was working with the
India Reserve Battalion (IRB), the officials
said. The incident took place in an area ad-
jacent to the Singda dam, which has become
a hotspot for insurgent groups to target tribal
community members during the ongoing eth-
nic violence in the northeastern state.

A tribal organisation claimed that the Kuki-
Zo community people were attacked without
provocation and declared a "shutdown" in
Kangpokpi district. The area witnessed sev-
eral incidents of  gunfight between armed
villagers since the ethnic strife between Meitei
and Kuki communities began in the north-
eastern state in early May.

Additional forces have been deployed in
the area and a search is underway to arrest
those involved in the incident, a police offi-
cial said. Condemning the "unprovoked attack"
on the Kuki-Zo community people, the
Kangpokpi-based Committee on Tribal Unity
(COTU) declared an "emergency shutdown"
in Kangpokpi district. The COTU, at a meet-
ing, also demanded that the government
make arrangements for a separate admin-
istration for tribals.  More than 180 people
have been killed since the violence erupted
May 3 after a 'Tribal Solidarity March' was
organised in the hill districts to protest
against the Meitei community's demand
for Scheduled Tribe (ST) status. 

HC grants bail to Chandrababu
Amaravati: The Andhra Pradesh High Court Monday
granted regular bail to TDP chief N Chandrababu Naidu in
the Skill Development Corporation scam case, noting that
discretion to grant bail should be exercised judiciously in a
humane and compassionate manner. TDP general secretary
Nara Lokesh termed the bail as a ‘moment of victory' for
the people of Andhra Pradesh.  The court converted Naidu's
four-week interim medical bail in this case into absolute
bail and ordered the former chief minister's release on
regular bail, considering his age, old age-related ailments,
non-flight risk and other reasons.
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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar with Australian Deputy Prime Minister and Defence Minister Richard Marles and Foreign Affairs Minister Penny Wong during the 2nd India-Australia 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue, in New Delhi.  India
and Australia decided to further strengthen their strategic partnership to deal with “exceptional challenges” in the Indo-Pacific region and across the globe, with special focus on defence cooperation

India’s humanitarian  aid for the people of Palestine arrives in Egypt

British Deputy High Commissioner to East and Northeast India Andrew Fleming and British Deputy
Trade Commissioner to South Asia Anna Shotbolt pose in front of a special tram before taking a ride

in the tram for an ‘Adda’ interactive (session), in Kolkata, West Bengal

600 sheep are moved through Nuremberg’s city center to reach their winter quarters west of the city from the Pegnitz Valley, Germany Congress leaders Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and Sachin Pilot during a public meeting ahead of 
Rajasthan Assemblyelections, in Kekri AP/PTI PHOTOS

Fake white body bags representing those killed in the escalating conflict in Gaza are displayed as supporters from Pakistan‚Äôs main religious political party take part
in a rally against the Israeli airstrikes on Gaza to show solidarity with Palestinian people, in Lahore, Pakistan

Devotees perform rituals of ‘Chhath Puja’ on the bank of Yamuna, near Taj Mahal in Agra, Uttar Pradesh
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There is a 90 per cent
chance that the investor

will lose money in the F&O segment,
but we also know, and the data
shows us, that if you take a long-
term view of the market, and if you
invest with a long-term perspective,
you will rarely go wrong
MADHABI PURI BUCH | CHAIRPERSON, SEBI

The India-Australia cricket World Cup final match
Sunday created record peak viewership crossing
5.9 crore mark despite the host nation ending on
the losing side, according to Disney+Hotstar.
With this, it has surpassed the peak concurrency
of 5.2 crore viewership recorded in the India -
New Zealand semifinal match

DISNEY+HOTSTAR’S VIEWERSHIP RECORD 
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The future of
coal in India is
bright. We

believe that there are
technologies that are
available which can
help India extract
coal far more sustainably, use it far
more sustainably, combust it far
more sustainably, and post
combustion treatment to coal can
reduce Co2 emissions by as much as
99 per cent

SUNIL CHATURVEDI |
BOARD MEMBER, FUTURECOAL

of the
day uote 

This year so far
41,010 patents
were granted

as on November 9, so
we have already
surpassed the all-
time high number
and still five months are left

UNNAT PANDIT | CONTROLLER GENERAL OF

PATENTS, DESIGNS AND TRADEMARKS

In Q3 2023, the
Indian office
sector

witnessed
heightened real
estate activities as
absorption reached
the highest level since the pandemic
and new completions increased to a
five-quarter high

SHRINIVAS RAO | CEO, VESTIAN

EPFO adds 17.21L
New Delhi: Retirement fund
body EPFO recorded a net
addition of 17.21 lakh members
in September, according to
payroll data released Monday.
Month-on-month comparison
of payroll data shows an
increase of 21,475 net
members over August 2023, a
labour ministry statement said.
Year-on-year comparison of
payroll data reflects an
increase of 38,262 net
members over September
2022. Around 8.92 lakh new
members enrolled during
September 2023, the ministry
said. Among these newly
joined members, the age group
of 18-25 years constitutes 58.92
per cent of total new members
added during the month.

TCS, ASX sign pact 
New Delhi: Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS) Monday said it
has signed an agreement with
Australia’s primary securities
exchange, ASX, to provide
next-generation clearing and
settlement platform to the
Australian market. ASX will
implement TCS BaNCS for
market infrastructure to
enable the transformation.
The TCS product will be used
to replace ASX’s existing
platform for cash equities
clearing and settlement, TCS
said in a statement. 

L&T’s mega order 
New Delhi: Larsen and Tourbo
(L&T) Monday said its
hydrocarbon business has
bagged a mega order from a
client in the Middle East.
While L&T did not disclose the
exact value of the contract, it
counts an order as “mega”
when it is valued between Rs
10,000-15,000 crore. “The
hydrocarbon business (L&T
Energy Hydrocarbon – LTEH)
of L&T has received a Letter of
Intent for mega offshore order
from a prestigious client in the
Middle East,” the firm said.

P-notes investment
New Delhi: Investments in the
Indian capital markets
through participatory notes
(P-notes) dropped to Rs 1.26
lakh crore in October-end
after rising for seven
consecutive months. The
latest data includes the value
of participatory note
investments in Indian equity,
debt, and hybrid securities.
According to the latest data
from markets regulator Sebi,
the value of P-note
investments in Indian markets
-- equity, debt, and hybrid
securities -- stood at Rs
1,26,320 crore at the end of
October compared to a six-
year high of Rs 1,33,284 crore
at September-end.

SHORT TAKES
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New Delhi, Nov 20: The do-
mestic air traffic touched a new
high Sunday as airlines car-
ried 4,56,910 passengers,
marking two “consecu-
tive days of  historic
numbers”.

On Saturday also,
the air traffic num-
ber reached a new
high of  4,56,748
passengers, ac-
cording to official
data.

“Post-Covid, India’s
domestic aviation’s turn-
around story has not just
been overwhelming but in-
spiring as well. Positive atti-
tude, progressive policies, and

deep trust
among pas-

sengers are
taking it to

new heights
with every flight,

every day,” the civil
aviation ministry said in a post
on X Monday.

There were 4,56,910 domes-

tic air passengers and 5,958 flight
movements Sunday (November
19). The count was much higher
than the 3,93,391 passengers and
5,506 flight movements recorded
November 19 last year.

Sharing the record numbers,
Civil  Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia Monday
said there is no stopping the

country from becoming the
world's largest aviation market.

“The josh is high-est sir!
India’s air passenger traffic
breaks the previous day’s
record, thus marking two con-
secutive days of  historic num-
bers,” he said in a post on X.

Meanwhile, the Mumbai
International Airport (CSMIA)
Monday said it recorded pas-
senger traffic of  more than 4.25
million in October, an 18 per
cent growth compared to the
year-ago period.

“International passengers at
CSMIA alone witnessed a strong
20 per cent growth with more
than 1.14 million passengers
travelling, in comparison to
0.94 million same period last
year,” it said in a release.

‘DAYS OF HISTORIC NUMBERS’ FOR INDIAN AVIATION 
DOMESTIC AIR PASSENGER TRAFFIC TOUCHES RECORD HIGH NOVEMBER 18, 19. IT WAS ALSO 

THE HIGHEST POST-COVID AIR TRAFFIC FOR TWO CONSECUTIVE DAYS

More than a feat for
the aviation industry,
it is a collective

achievement for the
people of India. With this,
there is no stopping us
from becoming the world’s
largest aviation market!
JYOTIRADITYA SCINDIA | 
CIVIL AVIATION MINISTER

India
is one of the

fastest-growing civil 
aviation markets in the
world and domestic air 

passenger traffic registered
an annual growth of 

nearly 11% to 
1.26cr in Oct
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New Delhi, Nov 20: Crypto
startups have raised $2.1 billion
this year to date globally, or
nearly 80 per cent less than last
year, a report showed Monday.

After raising more than $20 bil-
lion in funding rounds in 2021 and
2022, crypto startups find it dif-
ficult to get fresh capital these
days, according to data presented
by AltIndex.com.

Although the entire market
significantly recovered from
the 2022 crypto winter, investors’
interest in crypto startups re-
mains low.

“So far, 2023 has been a chal-
lenging year for crypto fundrais-
ing as investors continue pulling
back, fearing risks from regu-

latory twists and an uncertain
economy,” the report said.

According to Crunchbase
data, crypto startups raised
$1.1 billion in 2019. A year later,
this figure jumped to almost
$1.7 billion. Still, that was noth-
ing compared to investment
growth in 2021, when the entire

crypto market exploded.
That year alone, crypto start-

ups raised $11.1 billion in funding
rounds, or six times more than a
year before. Statistics show that
2022 saw just as impressive $10.1
billion worth of  investments,
pushing a two-year total funding
amount to over $20 billion.

In Q1 and Q2 this year, crypto
startups raised over $800 mil-
lion, 80 per cent less than in the
same quarters a year ago. Between
July and September, the total
funding amount dropped by a
further 90 per cent to $426 million.

“Statistics show crypto startup
funding continued to grow more
scarce, with only $75 million
raised in the past month and a
half, turning Q4 into potentially
one of  the worst quarters in
years,” the report noted.

CRAZE OVER 

Funding drought hits crypto startups in ’23
6 CRYPTOCURRENCY

STARTUPS RAISE ONLY
$2.1BN THIS YEAR,

80% DOWN FROM 2022
FALL FROM GRACE

2019 - $1.1 BILLION 
2020 - $1.7 BILLION
2021 - $11.1 BILLION
2022 - $10.1 BILLION
2023 - $2.1 BILLION

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Nov 20:
India ’s  real  GDP
growth will decline
marginally to 6.3 per
cent in 2024 from the
6.4 per cent estimated
for 2023, an American
brokerage firm said Monday.

The next calendar year will be
of  two halves, wherein the gov-
ernment spending before the
upcoming General Elections will
be the key driver for growth,
while after the elections, it will
be the re-acceleration in in-
vestment growth, especially from
the private sector, Goldman Sachs
said in a report.

From a fiscal year perspec-
tive, the brokerage said it ex-
pects growth to accelerate to 6.5
per cent for FY25 from the 6.2 per
cent it has projected for the on-
going FY24, it added.

“India has the best structural
growth prospects in the region.
We believe GDP growth is likely
to stay robust at 6.3 per cent y-
o-y (year-on-year) in 2024,” the
brokerage said, adding the coun-
try is less sensitive to potential
external shocks like longer rates
globally, persistent dollar strength
and geopolitical uncertainties. 

The brokerage said risks
around the growth outlook are

evenly balanced but
added that “the main do-
mestic risk” is emanat-
ing from political un-
certainty, with elections
approaching in the April-
June quarter of  2024.

The election season is
already underway with

Assembly polls in five states,
which will be followed by the
General Elections later, it said,
adding that outcomes of  these
elections will be “keenly watched”
by investors from the standpoint
of  economic reforms and/or pol-
icy continuity.

It expects headline consumer
price inflation to come at 5.1 per
cent for 2024, against 4.7 per cent
estimated by the Reserve Bank.
This will, however, be lower than
the 5.7 per cent expected in 2023,
it added.

“We expect the government
to intervene through subsidies
or other measures to keep a lid
on food prices in an election
year,” it said.

The “somewhat elevated” in-
flation relative to the target will
limit the room for monetary eas-
ing, and the RBI will cut rates by
only 0.50 per cent to 6 per cent by
early 2025, the brokerage said,
adding that there will be a cut of
0.25 per cent each in Q4 2024 and
Q1 2025.

‘2024 polls to 
hurt growth’
GDP growth to dip marginally to 6.3% in 2024; political

uncertainty main risk, says Goldman Sachs

CAD will widen to
1.9% of GDP in 2024

from the 1.3%
expected in 2023, but

the rupee is set to
appreciate to 82

against the dollar at
2024-end against the
83 level at the end of

2023, the report
noted

PSBs make largest one-day govt bond buy in 7 yrs
REUTERS

Mumbai, Nov 20: Indian pri-
vate sector banks made the largest
single-session purchase of  gov-
ernment bonds in seven years
Friday, including a big invest-
ment on behalf  of  a corporate,
traders said.

These banks bought bonds
worth a net of  Rs 83.43 billion
($1 billion), the biggest such pur-
chase since November 15, 2016, as
per data from Clearing Corp of
India. This pushed overall buying
to above Rs 200 billion for
November, after net sales of  Rs 101
billion in October.

A large corporate likely bought
around Rs 50 billion of  the bench-
mark paper through a private
sector bank, traders said.

“Though Friday’s purchase
consists of  buying for a con-
stituent client, private banks have

been increasing purchases for
their own books as they hold a
chunky share of  maturing pa-
pers, and this money needs to de-
ployed,” a senior treasury offi-
cial at a private bank said.

Inflows of  nearly Rs 1.7 tril-
lion are due over the next one
month as the 8.83% 2023, 4.56%
2023 and 7.68% 2023 papers mature.

Most of  the money is re-in-

vested in liquid papers, including
the five-year and the benchmark
10-year paper, another treasury of-
ficial said.

Improving macroeconomic con-
ditions are also aiding the pick-
up in bond buying.

The 10-year US yield has
dropped over 55 basis points in
November to nearly 4.45%.

Traders also said that expec-

tations of  debt sales from the cen-
tral bank have diminished as liq-
uidity remains tight, improving
buying sentiment.

The RBI did not sell bonds in
the secondary market for the
week ended November 10, after Rs
185 billion of  sales in the pre-
ceding 10 weeks.
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San Francisco, Nov 20: Putting
an end to the high-voltage drama
t h a t  s t a r t e d  l a s t  F r i d a y,
Microsoft Chairman and CEO
S a t y a  N a d e l l a  M o n d a y  a n -
nounced to hire former OpenAI
CEO Sam Altman and co-founder
Greg Brockman to help the com-
pany pursue its advanced AI
dreams with a new vertical, also
called ‘Sam’.

Altman,  who was f ired by
OpenAI last week, was in dis-
cussions with the company’s
board for a re-entry but the
d e a l  f e l l  a p a r t  a n d  t h e
ChatGPT developer hired for-
m e r  T w i t c h  C E O  E m m e t t
Shear as interim CEO.

In a post on X, Nadella said
they are “extremely excited to
share the news that Sam Altman
and Greg Brockman, together
with colleagues, will be joining
Microsoft to lead a new advanced
AI research team”.

Microsoft opens 
doors for Altman

US data has started to
weaken and treasury

yields have come down,
with indications that the
rate cycle has peaked.

This is also leading to an
increase in trading activity

from private banks
ALOK SINGH | 

GROUP TREASURY HEAD, CSB BANK

REUTERS

Washington, Nov 20: Gold
prices were off  last session’s
two-week highs Monday as US
Treasury yields bounced back,
with investors looking forward
to the minutes of  Federal
Reserve’s last meeting to gauge
the US central bank’s policy
stance.

Spot gold was down 0.1% to
$1,977.30 per ounce as of  1017
GMT, after rising to as high as
$1,993.29 Friday. US gold futures
fell 0.3% to $1,979.60.

The minutes of  the Fed meet-
ing will be released Tuesday.

The dollar slipped 0.3% to a
more than a 2-1/2-month low
against its rivals, limiting gold’s
losses today.

Holdings of  SPDR Gold Trust
, the world’s largest gold-backed
exchange-traded fund, rose 1.5%
Friday. Elsewhere, spot silver
slipped 0.7% to $23.57 per ounce,
while platinum rose 0.1% to
$900.11 and palladium was up
0.2% to $1,055.25 per ounce.

Gold drops from 
two-week highs 

Private sector banks brought
bonds worth a net of `83.43bn Overall buying above `200bn for

Nov, after Oct sales of `101bn 

` touches new nadir of 83.38
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Mumbai, Nov 20: The rupee de-
clined by 12 paise to settle at its
all-time low of  83.38 against
the US dollar Monday, track-
ing a negative trend in domes-
tic equities.

Foreign fund outflows also
weighed on the local unit, forex
traders said.

At the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the local unit
opened at 83.25 and settled at its
lifetime low level of  83.38 against
the dollar, registering a fall of  12
paise from its previous close.

On Friday, the rupee settled at
83.26 against the American cur-
rency. Earlier, the rupee closed at
its lowest level of  83.33 against the
dollar November 13, this year.

The dollar index, which gauges
the greenback’s strength against
a basket of  six currencies, was
trading 0.42 per cent lower at
103.48.

Brent crude futures, the global
oil benchmark, rose 0.66 per cent
to $81.14 per barrel.

STOCKS IN RED AGAIN
Benchmark equity indices

Sensex and Nifty stayed on the
back foot for the second straight

session Monday due to selling in
auto, utility and commodity shares
amid high valuation concerns
and fresh foreign fund outflows.

In a volatile trade, the 30-share
BSE Sensex declined 139.58 points
or 0.21 per cent to settle at
65,655.15. During the day, it fell
246.93 points or 0.37 per cent to
65,547.80. The Nifty dropped by
37.80 points or 0.19 per cent to
19,694 as 27 of  its components
closed in the red, 21 in the green
and two unchanged.

The BSE benchmark declined
187.75 points or 0.28 per cent to
settle at 65,794.73 on Friday. The
Nifty slipped 33.40 points or 0.17
per cent to 19,731.80.

The Indian rupee ended
weaker on Monday as
sustained dollar demand

from state-run and foreign
banks maintained pressure
on the local unit
SRIRAM IYER | SENIOR RESEARCH ANALYST,
RELIANCE SECURITIES

RUPEE FALLS 12 PAISE
TO CLOSE AT ALL-TIME

LOW OF 83.38
AGAINST US DOLLAR
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NATO supports
Bosnia’s territorial

integrity and is concerned by
malign foreign interference,
including by Russia, in the
volatile Balkans region that
went through a devastating war
in the 1990s
JENS STOLTENBERG | NATO SECRETARY GENERAL

Hong Kong Disneyland opened
its first Frozen-themed
attraction Monday, with
thousands of eager visitors
turning up to experience the
new rides, some lining up for
hours to get an early start

MORE FUN
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A Chinese
warship acted
in a dangerous

and unprofessional
manner during an
incident with an
Australian navy
vessel that injured a military diver

ANTHONY ALBANESE | AUSTRALIA’S PM

of the
day uote 

China will work
with other
countries to

address risks
brought by the
development of AI.
China is ready to
promote the safe development of AI

XI JINPING | CHINA PRESIDENT

I am deeply
shocked that
two UNRWA

(UN Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near
East) schools were
struck in less than 24 hours in Gaza

ANTONIO GUTERRES | UN SECRETARY-GENERAL

9 dead in Turkey
Ankara: Severe storms and
flooding have left nine people
dead across Turkey, officials
said Monday, including one
seaman who died when a
cargo ship sank off Turkey's
Black Sea coast. Eleven other
crew were reported missing.
The Turkish-flagged
Kafkametler sank on Sunday
after hitting a breakwater
outside the harbour off the
town of Eregli, some 200 km
(124 miles) east of Istanbul.
Transportation and
Infrastructure Minister
Abdulkadir Uraloglu said the
vessel, which was on its way
to the western Turkish port of
Izmir, smashed into the
breakwater several times
before it sank. 

Former US first
lady Rosalynn dies
Atlanta (US): Former first lady
Rosalynn Carter, the closest
adviser to Jimmy Carter
during his one term as US
President and their four
decades thereafter as global
humanitarians, has died at the
age of 96. The Carter Centre
said she died Sunday after
living with dementia and
suffering many months of
declining health. The Carters
were married for more than 77
years, forging what they both
described as a "full
partnership." Unlike many
previous first ladies, Rosalynn
sat in on Cabinet meetings,
spoke out on controversial
issues and represented her
husband on foreign trips. 

Papua New Guinea
volcano erupts
Tokyo: A volcano in Papua
New Guinea erupted Monday,
and the Japan Meteorological
Agency said it was assessing
a possible risk of a tsunami
for Japanese coasts. Mount
Ulawun on the island of New
Britain in Papua New Guinea
erupted at around 3:30 pm
(0630 GMT) Monday, spewing
volcanic smoke as high as
15,000 meters (50,000 feet),
the agency said, quoting the
Volcanic Ash Advisory Center
in Darwin, Australia. The
agency said it was assessing
a possible impact, including
the risk of a tsunami
approaching Japan later
Monday. 

Over 400,000
Afghans return 
Islamabad: More than 400,000
Afghans living in Pakistan
illegally have returned to their
homeland since Islamabad
last month announced a
crackdown against
immigrants residing in the
country without any valid
document, according to an
official of the Taliban
government in Afghanistan.
Pakistan in October
announced to set November 1
as the date for unleashing a
general crackdown on illegal
aliens if they had not returned
to their countries by then. 

SHORT TAKES
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San Francisco/London, Nov 20:
Hundreds of  families are suing
social media giants like TikTok,
Snapchat, YouTube and Meta
(parent company of  Instagram
and Facebook) in the US and
they feel the tech companies as
"big, bad monsters".

According to the BBC, the
plaintiffs include ordinary fam-
ilies and school districts from
across the US. "I literally was
trapped by addiction at age 12.
And I did not get my life back for
all of  my teenage years,” Taylor
Little, now 21, was quoted as
saying in the report that came out
on Monday.

Taylor's social media addic-
tion led to suicide attempts and
years of  depression. "If  I had
my phone taken away, it felt like

having withdrawals. It was un-
bearable. Literally, when I say it
was addictive, I don't mean it
was habit-forming. I mean, my
body and mind craved that,” she
was quoted as saying.

Taylor also struggled with
content around body image and
eating disorders. Taylor and
hundreds of  other American
families are suing four of  the
biggest tech companies -- Meta
(parent company of  Facebook
and Instagram), TikTok, Google
and Snap Inc  (parent  of
Snapchat).

“Lawyers for the families be-
lieve the case of  14-year-old
British schoolgirl Molly Russell
is an important example of  the
potential  har ms f aced by
teenagers,” the BBC report noted.
Russell, a seemingly happy
teenager from northwest London,

was found dead in her bedroom
in November 2017.

It later emerged she had
viewed masses of  content re-
lated to suicide, depression and
anxiety online. Russell's name is
mentioned a dozen times in the
master complaint submitted to
the court in California. In a
breather for these families, a
federal court in the US last week
rejected social media giants’ mo-

tion to dismiss dozens of  law-
suits, accusing them of  running
platforms "addictive" to kids and
allegedly spreading child sex
abuse materials.

US District Judge Yvonne
Gonzalez Rogers rejected their
motion, saying that Meta,
ByteDance, Alphabet (Google's
parent company), and Snap
(Snapchat’s parent company)
must proceed with a lawsuit al-

leging their social platforms
have adverse mental health ef-
fects on children.

"Because children still devel-
oping impulse control are
uniquely susceptible to harms
arising out of  compulsive use
of  social media platforms, de-
fendants have 'created a youth
mental health crisis' through
the defective design of  their plat-
forms," according to the ruling.

"Further, these platforms fa-
cilitate and contribute to the sex-
ual exploitation and sextortion
of  children, as well as the ongo-
ing production and spread of
child sex abuse materials (CSAM)
online. To that end, defendants
know that children use their
products, both from public and
internal data," the ruling read.
Lawyers for the families called
it a "significant victory".

US FAMILIES SUING SOCIAL MEDIA GIANTS
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Kyiv, Nov 20: US Defence
Secretary Lloyd Austin made an
unannounced visit to Kyiv
Monday in a high-profile push
to keep money and weapons
flowing to Ukraine even as US
and international resources
are stretched by the new global
risks raised by the Israel-Hamas
conflict.

Austin, who travelled to Kyiv
by train from Poland, met with
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy,
Defence Minister Rustem
Umerov and was scheduled to
meet with Chief  of  Staff  Gen.
Valerii Zaluzhnyi. In Kyiv, Austin
said Ukraine's effort to defeat
Russia's invasion “matters to
the rest of  the world" and that U.S.
Support would continue “for the
long haul."

Zelenskyy said Austin's visit
was “a very important signal
for Ukraine.” “We count on
your support,“ Zelenskyy said,
thanking Congress as well as
the American people for their
backing. 

This is Austin's second trip
to Kyiv, but he's making it under
far different circumstances, as
the world's attention is drawn
to the Middle East and signs of
fatigue set in with the almost
21-month Russia-Ukraine war.

Austin's first visit occurred
in April 2022, just two months
after the start of  the war. At the
time, Ukraine was riding a wave
of  global rage at Moscow's in-
vasion, and Austin launched an
international effort that now
sees 50 countries meet monthly
to coordinate on what weapons,
training and other support could

be pushed to Kyiv.
But the conflict in Gaza could

pull attention and resources
from the Ukraine fight. The U.S.
has worked feverishly since the
Oct. 7 attacks by Hamas on Israel,
and the weeks of  devastating
bombardment on Gaza by Israel
that has followed, killing more
than 10,000 civilians, to keep
those attacks from turning into
a regional war.

The U.S. has already com-
mitted two carrier strike groups,
scores of  fighter jets and thou-
sands of  U.S. personnel to the
Middle East, and has had to shift
its force posture and conduct
airstrikes against Iranian-backed
militant groups that are now
hitting U.S. Bases in Iraq and
Syria on a regular basis.

To date, Ukraine has received
more than $44 billion from the
U.S. And more than $35 billion
from other allies in weapons,
ranging from millions of  bul-
lets to air defense systems, ad-
vanced European and U.S. Battle
tanks and, finally, pledges for F-
16 fighter jets.

But Ukraine still needs more,
and after almost 20 months of
shipping arms to Ukraine, cracks
are beginning to show.

This is Austin’s second trip to Kyiv, but he’s making it
under far different circumstances

Lloyd Austin meets
Zelenskyy in Kyiv

I’m here today to
deliver an

important message — the
United States will
continue to stand with
Ukraine in their fight for
freedom against Russia’s
aggression, both now and
into the future
LLOYD AUSTIN | US DEFENCE SECRETARY

Democratic lawmakers throw flares during a parliament session in Tirana, Albania, Monday. Albanian opposition 
lawmakers disrupted the Parliament's session again Monday to protest against what they say is increasingly 
authoritarian rule by the governing Socialists PTI PHOTO
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Dhaka, Nov 20: Dengue cases
in Bangladesh have crossed the
300,000 mark as the nation grap-
ples with its worst outbreak of
the vector-borne disease, media
reports said Monday.

Bangladesh's overall tally of
dengue infections stood at 301,255,
with the country logging 1,549
deaths by the viral disease this
year, the bdnews24.Com news
portal reported, citing data from
the Directorate General of  Health
Services.

On Sunday alone, 1,291 new
cases of  the viral fever were re-
ported, according to the report.
A total of  4,949 patients, in-
cluding 1,127 in Dhaka, are re-
ceiving treatment at hospitals
across the country.

After August saw 71,976 cases
and 342 deaths, a record 79,598
dengue cases and 396 deaths
were recorded in September
amid the worst outbreak of  the
disease, while 67,769 cases and
359 deaths were reported in
October.

The death toll in the first 19
days of  November was 201, while
30,080 new dengue cases were
recorded during this period.

According to the report, ex-
perts blamed a prolonged mon-
soon, rising temperatures and
a lack of  effective measures to
kill the Aedes aegypti mosquito,
the known carrier of  the dengue
virus, for the outbreak. 

It said an alarming surge of
the Aedes aegypti mosquito
was recorded in a government-
funded pre-monsoon survey of
Dhaka, fuelling the worst
spread of  the disease over the
past five years.

WORST DENGUE
OUTBREAK IN
BANGLADESH

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, Nov 20: Indore-born en-
trepreneur and London's Deputy
Mayor for Business, Rajesh
Agrawal, has been selected by the
Opposition Labour Party as its
parliamentary candidate to con-
test from the constituency of
Leicester East in the next general
election.

Agrawal, 46, took to social
media Sunday to announce his
selection and pledged to deliver
as a member of  Parliament for
all residents of  a constituency
that represents one of  the largest
South Asian origin populations
in the UK.

In a local parliamentary con-
test, he beat another Indian-ori-
gin prospective candidate
Councillor Rishi Madlani to be
named Labour's choice for the
next polls - expected in 2024. “I'm
honoured to be selected as the
Labour Party's Parliamentary
candidate for Leicester East,”
Agrawal posted on X.

“It's time to use this auspicious
moment to reset Leicester East,
with a Labour MP who'll deliver
for everyone who lives here.
Together, let's get Britain's fu-
ture back,” he said. The Labour
politician, who has the backing
of  London Mayor Sadiq Khan
among others, pledged to con-
tinue to champion the ideals he
has been committed to as
London's Deputy Mayor.

Rajesh Agrawal 
eyes Parliament 
seat from Leicester
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Barcelona, Spain, Nov 20: Pop
star Shakira agreed to a deal
with Spanish authorities on the
first day of  a tax fraud trial in
Barcelona on Monday, avoiding
the risk of  a prison sentence.

Shakira told the presiding
magistrate, Jose Manuel del
Amo, that she accepted the agree-
ment reached with prosecutors.
She answered “yes” to confirm
her acknowledgement of  six
counts of  failing to pay the
Spanish government 14.5 mil-
lion euros (about USD 15.8 mil-
lion) in taxes between 2012 and
2014.

Under the deal, Shakira is to
receive a suspended three-year
sentence and a multi-million

euro fine. The trial, which would
have included more than 100
witnesses over the following
weeks, was instead called off
after just eight minutes.

Prosecutors said in July that
they would seek a prison sentence

of  eight years and two months
and a fine of  24 million euros
(USD 26 million) for the singer,
who has won over fans worldwide
for her hits in Spanish and English
in different musical genres. 

The case hinges on where

Shakira, now 46, lived during
that period. Prosecutors in
Barcelona have alleged that the
Colombian singer spent more
than half  of  that period in Spain
and therefore should have paid
taxes on her worldwide income
in the country even though her
official residence was still in
the Bahamas. Tax rates are much
lower in the Bahamas than in
Spain.

Shakira's public relations firm
said she had already paid all
that she owed and an additional
3 million euros (about USD 3.2
million) in interest. 

The multiple Grammy and
Latin Grammy winner waved
and blew a kiss to a small crowd
of  bystanders before entering
the courthouse.

Shakira reaches deal to avoid tax fraud trial

REUTERS

Gaza/Jerusalem, Nov 20:A group
of  28 prematurely born babies
evacuated from Gaza's biggest hos-
pital were taken into Egypt for ur-
gent treatment Monday, while
Palestinian authorities and the
WHO said 12 people were killed at
another Gaza hospital encircled by
Israeli tanks.

The newborns had been in
north Gaza's Al Shifa hospital,
where several others died after
their incubators were knocked
out amid a collapse of  medical
services during Israel's military
assault on Gaza City.

Israeli forces seized Shifa last
week to search for what they
said was a Hamas tunnel net-
work built underneath. Hundreds
of  patients, medical staff  and
displaced people left Shifa at the
weekend, with doctors saying
they were ejected by troops and
Israel saying the departures
were voluntary. Live footage
aired by Egypt's Al Qahera TV
showed medical staff  carefully
lifting infants from inside an
ambulance and placing them in
mobile incubators, which were
then wheeled across a car park
towards other ambulances.

The babies were transported
on Sunday to a hospital in Rafah,
on the souther n border of

Hamas-ruled Gaza, so their con-
dition could be stabilised ahead
of  transfer to Egypt. The head of
the World Health Organization
(WHO),  Tedros  Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, said 12 had been
flown on to Cairo.

All of  the evacuated babies
were "fighting serious infec-
tions", a WHO spokesperson
said. Eight infants have died
since doctors at Shifa originally
raised an international alarm
this month about 39 premature
babies at risk from a lack of  in-
fection control, clean water and
medicines in the neo-natal ward.

At the Indonesian Hospital,

funded by Jakarta, Gaza's health
ministry  said  at  least  12
Palestinians were killed and
dozens wounded by firing into the
complex encircled by Israeli
tanks. Health officials said 700 pa-
tients along with staff  were
under Israeli fire.

The Palestinian news agency
WAFA said the facility in the
northeast Gaza town of  Beit
Lahia had been hit by artillery
rounds. Hospital staff  denied
there were any armed militants
on the premises. WHO chief
Tedros said he was "appalled"
by the attack that he too said
had killed 12 people, including

patients, citing unspecified re-
ports.

The Israeli Defence Forces
(IDF) said troops had fired back
at fighters in the hospital while
taking "numerous measures to
minimise harm" to non-com-
batants. "Overnight, terrorists
opened fire from within the
Indonesian Hospital in Gaza to-
ward IDF troops operating out-
side the hospital," the IDF told
Reuters. "In response, IDF troops
directly targeted the specific
source of  enemy fire. No shells
were fired toward the hospital."

Like all other health facilities
in the northern half  of  Gaza,
the Indonesian Hospital has
largely ceased operations but is
still sheltering patients, staff
and displaced residents. Israel has
ordered the evacuation of  the
north, but thousands of  civil-
ians remain. Food, fuel, medi-
cines and water have been run-
ning out across the enclave under
Israel's six-week-old siege. Medical
charity Medecins Sans Frontieres
said its clinic in Gaza City also
came under fire on Monday.

In the south, where hundreds
of  thousands of  Gazans who
fled the north of  the enclave are
sheltering, at least 14 Palestinians
were killed in two Israeli strikes
on houses in Rafah, according to
Gaza health authorities. 

About 240 hostages were taken during a deadly 
cross-border rampage into Israel by Hamas 

militants on October 7

Premature Gaza babies reach Egypt

The
United Nations

says two thirds of
Gaza’s 2.3 million
people have been
made homeless
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Nov 20: India
will take inspiration from their
famous goal-less draw against
Asian champions Qatar four
years ago when they face the
same opponents in a 2026 FIFA
World Cup second round quali-
fiers match here Tuesday.

Their confidence boosted after
the 1-0 away win against Kuwait
November 16, India will hope to
give a tough fight to Qatar, though
the fancied visiting side will
start as firm favourites.

India had surprised the foot-
ball fraternity when they soaked
up waves of  attacks to hold Qatar
0-0 September 10, 2019 in their 2022
World Cup second round quali-
fiers in Doha. Qatar were then in
red-hot form, having won the
Asia Cup title in early 2019.

Talismanic India captain Sunil
Chhetri was absent in that match
as he was indisposed and he
would be eager to show his class
at the Kalinga Stadium Tuesday,
though scoring chances for the
hosts are expected to be far less
than the visitors.

Goalkeeper Gurpreet Singh
Sandhu, who had captained the
team that night in Doha in front
of  a partisan expatriate crowd,
will have to be at his best again
Tuesday to thwart the maraud-
ing Qataris like he had done
four years ago.

Ranked 61 in the world, Qatar
are coming off  an 8-1 thrashing
of  Afghanistan in their earlier
match in Doha November 16,
and they would be looking to
make the record of  the drawn
game in 2019 straight with a
dominating win against the
102nd-ranked India. Qatar were
1-0 victors in the reverse fixture
of  the two teams in the 2022
World Cup qualifiers.

Star striker Almoez Ali, who
struck four times against
Afghanistan the other day and
was the top-scorer for Qatar at the
2019 Asian Cup with nine goals,
would be the man to watch out for
as he can create trouble at the
Indian defence, which looked
weak in the absence of  Anwar Ali.

Sandhu would remember that
he and India were lucky in Doha
in 2019 as Ali was denied by the
upright and the Indian custo-
dian will have to marshal the
defence, along with veteran
Sandesh Jhinghan.

Head coach Igor Stimac could
not use the services of  both Ali
and defensive midfielder Jeakson
Singh in the Kuwait match due
to injuries, and it was a blow to
the plans of  the Croatian tacti-
cian though India won the match.

Ali had suffered an ankle in-

jury in Mohun Bagan’s AFC Cup
match against Bashundhara
Kings of  Bangladesh last month.
Kerala Blasters player Jeakson
suffered a shoulder injury in an
Indian Super League match
against Mumbai City FC and he
had undergone a successful sur-
gery early this month.

Midfield mainstay Sahal Abdul
Samad and Manvir Singh, who
scored the lone goal for India
against Kuwait, were there in
Doha four years ago and they
would look to make life difficult
for the Qataris, more so after the
duo’s good outing in Kuwait City.

India are placed in Group A
alongside Qatar, Kuwait and
Afghanistan with the top two
from the group progressing to the
third round of  the FIFA World
Cup qualifiers. The top two teams
from each group will also se-
cure qualification to the 2027
AFC Asian Cup.

The Blue Tigers have never
advanced to the third round of
AFC’s FIFA World Cup quali-
fiers but they now have a high
chance of  doing so after their 1-
0 win over Kuwait.

Qatar test awaits India

BLUE TIGERS SEEK INSPIRATION FROM FAMOUS 2019 STALEMATE AGAINST QATAR IN
REMATCH AGAINST THEM IN A 2026 FIFA WORLD CUP SECOND ROUND QUALIFIERS GAME

It is going to be very
difficult, Qatar are
one of the pre-
tournament

favourites from the group.
We do not have high
expectations but we know
we have a chance and we
have to grab that with both
hands
IGOR STIMAC | INDIA HEAD COACH

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Turin (Italy), Nov 20: Novak
Djokovic ended the year just as
he started it — by setting records.
The top-ranked Djokovic won a
record-breaking seventh ATP
Finals title Sunday with a straight-
set victory over home favorite
Jannik Sinner. Djokovic took 1
hour, 43 minutes to win 6-3, 6-3 as
the Serbian continues to reach
new heights at the age of  36.

He started 2023 with a record-
extending 10th Australian Open
title and went on to claim his
23rd Grand Slam singles trophy
at the French Open, breaking
Rafael Nadal’s mark. Djokovic,
who lost the Wimbledon final to
Carlos Alcaraz, also won the US
Open.

Djokovic entered Sunday’s
final tied with Roger Federer on
six titles at the season-ending
tournament for the year’s top
eight players. And he stretched
out his arms and beamed broadly
after clinching his seventh when
Sinner double-faulted.

The victory had echoes of  the
clinical way Djokovic dispatched
second-ranked Carlos Alcaraz
in Saturday’s semifinal en-
counter.

It was his fourth win over
Sinner, who had recorded a first-
ever victory against Djokovic
in the group stage in Turin and
was the first Italian to reach the
final. But Djokovic was in im-
perious form on Sunday and
won 14 straight points from the
end of  the first set to the third
game of  the second to leave him
firmly in control and subdue
the Turin crowd.

Djokovic had already secured
the year-end No. 1 ranking for a
record-extending eighth time by
winning his opening match at the
ATP Finals.

After  this  tour nament ,
Djokovic will become the first
player to hold the No.  ranking
for 400 weeks, with Roger Federer
at 310 the only other man to
eclipse the 300-week mark.

It was also only the second
time in the last 15 years that a
player has made the finals of  all
four Grand Slam tournaments
and the ATP Finals. The only
previous occasion was when
Djokovic did it in 2015.

Sinner came into the final
having won all of  his matches in
Turin and backed by a fervent
home crowd, who had dreams of
him becoming the first Italian to
win the tournament in its 54-
year history.

But the 22-year-old Sinner
could offer little in response to
a master class from Djokovic,
especially in a blistering first
set that lasted just 38 minutes and
saw the Serbian win 20 of  22
service points. Djokovic also
served up 13 aces during the
match.

“Congratulations to you
(Novak) for this week and not
only: you started the season by

winning and you ended it by
winning, you won three Slams
and many other tournaments,”
Sinner said. “What else is there
to say? You’re an inspiration not
only for all those watching, but
especially for the players,” he
added.

Djokovic in seventh heaven

One of the best
seasons I’ve had in
my life, no doubt. To
crown it with a win

against a hometown hero in
Jannik (Sinner), who has
played amazing tennis this
week, is phenomenal
NOVAK DJOKOVIC

AGENCIES

Ahmedabad, Nov 20: Sunday
turned out to be a day to forget
for Indians as they lost the ICC
Men’s World Cup final against
Australia, who secured their
record extending sixth world
title in 50-over format.

Their celebration, however,
was marred by controversy. A
photo is circulating on social
media platforms grabbing at-
tention of  cricket fans. The image
captures Aussie all-rounder
Mitchell Marsh resting both his
legs on the trophy, a gesture that
has been deemed offensive by
netizens, leading to widespread
criticism of  the player.

The photo was originally
shared by the Australian skipper
Pat Cummins on his Instagram
handle. Subsequently, numer-
ous users reposted the picture on
various social media platforms,
condemning the act as disre-
spectful.

Taking to social media, neti-
zens began to chastise and troll
the cricketer for the ‘question-
able’ action and flooded the in-
ternet with their harsh criti-
cism. Most called it a ‘disrespect’
to the win, while others com-
mented on Marsh’s way of  ‘ac-
knowledging’ his team’s win.

India is a country where peo-
ple tend to respect several ob-
jects that are meaningful or
earned by hard work. The peo-
ple do not touch books with feet,

while trophies, medals, degrees
and certificates are held high.
This is probably why several
Indians were left angered and
disappointed after seeing the
picture. For Indians, cricket is re-
ligion and the world cup trophy
is like an idol to be worshipped.

“Such a disgusting thing that
he put his legs on @cricket-
worldcup. Such a shame. Take
some action against them @ICC.
He would have respected the
cup. Such a shameless behavior
by him,” wrote a user on ‘X’ (pre-
viously twitter).

“This is the attitude with
which Australia has won 6 ODI
world cup titles. No emotional at-
tachment to the title is the key
to their success. We Indians
should learn from them,” wrote
another.

Supporting the action a user
even wrote, “They have every
right to do whatever with the
trophy..!! They have won it..”
The same goes for another user
as well, who wrote, “They have
their way to celebrate every-
body not goona keep on head.”

One comment stated, “For
you, it’s a dream; for them, it’s
a routine! Work on it so it be-
comes a routine... What goes
around comes around! Today,
it’s the trophy; tomorrow, it will
be their team at someone’s feet!”,
while another comment re-
marked, “Disgracefully putting
legs on the trophy... Civilizational
difference.” 

DISRESPECTING THE
WORLD CUP TROPHY

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Las Ve g as,  Nov 20:  Max
Verstappen hated everything
about the Las Vegas Grand Prix
from the moment he arrived in
Sin City. Formula One’s (F1) three-
time reigning world champion
found the excess and opulence
over-the-top and prioritized over
the actual racing. He changed
his tune — literally — following
his 18th win of  the season. 

“Viva Las Vegas! Viva Las
Vegas!” sang Verstappen as he
crossed under the checkered flag

waved by Justin Bieber.
Verstappen had slammed
Saturday night’s spectacle at every
chance, yet raced in an Elvis-in-
spired firesuit and took the vic-
tory on the famed Las Vegas Strip. 

Verstappen passed Charles
Leclerc at the start then over-
came a penalty to pass Leclerc
once more with 13 laps remain-
ing to continue his season-long
dominance. Verstappen, Leclerc
and Sergio Perez were driven
in a limousine to a stage located
near the Bellagio — “we go
straight to the nightclub,” 

Verstappen told his fellow
podium finishers — but they
were instead treated to the casino’s
famed fountain show. The Bellagio
fountains were a big part of  the
victory celebration. None of  the
participants seemed remotely
interested as they stood chatting. 

Even though i t  was
Verstappen’s sixth consecutive
victory, it was one of  the most
spirited events of  the season.
Additionally, a track that had
been likened to a “flying pig”
because of  its layout was praised
for its raciness. 

Seven-time F1 champion Lewis
Hamilton, who finished seventh
for Mercedes, said the circuit
“provided a better race than
most of  the tracks we go to.” 

Leclerc and teammate Sainz
had qualified 1-2 Friday but Sainz
was handed a 10-place penalty
on the starting grid because
Ferrari was forced to change his
car due to the damage from hit-
ting the drain cover. That pushed
Verstappen up to second for the
start and he immediately pounced. 

Sergio Perez had worked his
way past Leclerc for second but
Leclerc grabbed it back to deny
Red Bull its seventh 1-2 finish of
the season. Perez locked up sec-
ond to Verstappen in the season
driver standings. 

Verstappen wins Las Vegas GP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dubai, Nov 20: Rohit Sharma
was Monday named the captain
of  the  ICC’s  Team of  the
Tournament after the conclu-
sion of  the World Cup, with a total
of  six Indians including the
Player of  the Tournament, Virat
Kohli, featuring among the XI.

India lost the summit clash to
Australia who clinched their sixth
win in World Cup with a six-wicket
victory in Ahmedabad Sunday.

With more than half  of  the
ICC’s Team of  the Tournament
comprising Indian players, it was
yet another indication of  the fact
that despite not winning the title,
the hosts were the best side in the
competition having registered a
record 10 wins on the trot.

KL Rahul, Mohammed Shami,
Jasprit Bumrah and Ravindra
Jadeja are the other four Indian
players to feature in the team.

THE TEAM
Rohit Sharma (C), Quinton de
Kock, Virat Kohli, Daryl Mitchell,
KL Rahul (wk), Glenn Maxwell,
Ravindra Jadeja, Jasprit Bumrah,
Mohammed Shami,  Adam
Zampa, Dilshan Madushanka;
12th man: Gerald Coetzee.

Six Indians named 
in Rohit-led Team 
of World Cup 2023   

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ahmedabad, Nov 20: The deaf-
ening silence at the Narendra
Modi Stadium, packed with over
90,000 fans, when Pat Cummins
snuffed out the peerless Virat
Kohli in the World Cup final was
perhaps the “sweetest moment”
the Australian skipper had ever
experienced on a cricket field.

After becoming the fifth
Australian captain to secure his
country’s sixth ODI World Cup
here Sunday, Cummins admitted
that he has “fallen in love with
50-over format all over again”. He
got Kohli, who was well-set on 54,
with a delivery that had an extra
bounce and the premier India bat-
ter played on trying to jab it to-
wards the covers.

“Yeah, I think so,” Cummins
nodded in affirmative when
asked if  the silence was his

sweetest experience on a cricket
field. In fact, going against their
custom, the Aussies had a second
huddle to just acknowledge how
big the moment in the game it
was.

“We did take a second in the
huddle just to acknowledge the
silence that was going around the
crowd. It just felt like it was one
of  those days where it was all
made for him to score another
hundred like he normally does
and that  was satisfying,”
Cummins said.

He believes that ODI World
Cup is here to stay as it has got
its own legacy and also players
have their stories to tell and per-
haps, it is the bilateral series
that become a problem.

“I must say, maybe because
we won, I did fall in love with ODI
again this World Cup. I think
the scenario where every game

really matters, it does mean a bit
different to just a bilateral,” he
acknowledged.

“I mean, the World Cup’s got
such rich history, I’m sure it’s
going to be around for a long
time. Yeah, there’s so many won-
derful games, so many wonder-
ful stories within this last cou-
ple of  months. So, I think there’s
definitely a place.”

He lost his mother in March,
during a tour of  India, which
he had to curtail. He returned,
leading the country to the World
Test Championship title, secured
the coveted Ashes, and now
clinched what he termed the
“pinnacle of  this sport”.

Australia’s ‘Captain Marvel’
has accomplished it all. “Yeah,
I mean at this moment just in-
credibly proud really of  the year
we’ve had. I have obviously had
a really big year,” he said.

Cummins opens up on ‘most satisfying’ moment

Australian skipper Pat Cummins address the journalists during the 
post-match press conference in Ahmedabad, Sunday

PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 20: The na-
tional selectors Monday entrusted
a set of  next-gen stars under the
leadership of  Suryakumar Yadav
with the task of  taming Australia
in the upcoming five-match T20I
series, beginning November 23
at Visakhapatnam.

India expectedly did not pick
many senior players in the 15-
member squad,  with only
Suryakumar, Prasidh Krishna
and Ishan Kishan crossing over
for the T20Is. Shreyas Iyer will
join the team for the last two
matches at Raipur and Bangalore. 

Sanju Samson might have been
hoping to find a place in the squad
but the Kerala batsmen was a no-
table absentee. Perhaps, his luke-
warm effort in the SMAT forced
the selectors to overlook him for
the time being. VVS Laxman will
be the head coach for the series.

The squad:Suryakumar Yadav
(C), Ruturaj Gaikwad (vc), Ishan
Kishan, Yashasvi Jaiswal, Tilak
Varma, Rinku Singh, Jitesh Sharma
(wk), Washington Sundar, Axar
Patel, Shivam Dubey, Ravi Bishnoi,
Arshdeep Singh, Prasidh Krishna,
Avesh Khan, Mukesh Kumar.

Surya to captain
in T20Is vs Oz, no
place for Samson 

Matchday
INDIA vs QATAR

TIME: 7 PM

TELECAST: SPORTS 18 NETWORK

STREAM: JIO CINEMA

P9
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