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Ganesha advises you to look

hefore you leap. One hasty s
decision may undo a lot of
hard work accomplished over a long peri-
od of time. After a tense morning, you
may simply want an evening with kids,
helping them grow the Dahlias.

POST

TUESDAY | DECEMBER 12 | 2023 | BHUBANESWAR

leisure

FORTUNE FORECAST i

BROSNAN NEEDS
ART AS THERAPY

GoldenEye actor Pierce Brosnan finds painting an

feelings. Brosnan first picked up a brush after his fi

processing his thoughts and feelings ever since.

Priyanka for ¢

Mumbai: Priyanka Chopra
took to Instagram Stories
Monday to reshare a post
stressing for a ceasefire
in Palestine as thou-
sands of children
and minors get

‘essential’ form of ‘therapy’ to process his thoughts and

wife, Cassandra Harris, died of cancer in 1991 and he’s
found it a great outlet for self-expression and a way of

an agency of the United
Nations responsible for pro-

viding humanitar-
ian and de-

GOMEZ HAS BEEN WITH
BLANCO FOR 6 MONTHS

American singer Selena Gomez has been secretly
dating producer Benny Blanco for six months.
The 31-year-old confirmed speculation that she is
romancing the producer and in another

Instagram comment, she revealed they have

rst

been dating in secret for nearly six months.

ISRAELI BOMBARDMENT

lasting

humanitarian ceasefire’

velopmental aid to children
worldwide.

The text on the post
Priyanka Chopra reshared
read a quote attributed to
Catherine Russell, executive
director of UNICEE, “Children

Italy’s highest civilian

honour for Kabir Bedi

Mumbai: Veteran actor
Kabir Bedi was awarded
the Order of Merit of the
Italian Republic (Merito
della Repubblica Italiana),
the highest Italian civilian
award.

Alessandro De Masi the
Consul General of Italy
read the words of the
President Mattarealla of

an extraordinary human
and artistic partnership”.
The scroll of honour was
signed by President
Mattarella and counter-
signed by Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni.

“This is a very emotional
award for me,” Kabir said.

He added: “Now it’s time
for the great film indus-

H TAURUS " killed and are need alasting humanitarian Italy in his speech at the tries of Italy and India to
impulsive action kicksinas ' missing under ceasefire.” event hel.d in _ produce world-class films to-
you work and interact = the_ rubblg . Apart_ of the accompany- Mumba}. <he < gether.’j
today. Do not let the pres- amid Israeli ing caption of the post that “Kabir . Kabir gave a heart-
sure and strain cloud your thoughts, and bombard- was originally shared by Bedi... is warming speech thanking
instead focus on acting on the things at ment. The UNICEF on Instagram on tied to y Ttaly and the Italian peo-
L‘g;'fm'lf gll(‘efg‘gg‘;ﬂ%ﬁ”lzg‘iﬂg‘go"s‘gn% original December 2, read, “Today, the Italy over '§ ple for their enduring love
music that soothes your heart, post was Gaza Strip is once again the the last 30 ~*% over the years. He thanked
suggests Ganesha. shared most dangerous place in the years by his wife, children, and

by world to be a child. After seven grandchildren for their

....................................... UNICEF. days of respite from hor- presence and the joy

H GEMINI rific violence, fighting they bring into his life.

o has resumed. More This honour, he
E‘é‘éiﬁg‘;”b"i{'lr'ng‘:g'gg;_o children will surely said, was “a goose-
scious about your health. die as a result. Before bumps moment” for

him.

He recalled that
his journey of being
_ Sandokan began
B % one hundred me-

b\ ters from where

.} they were standing
“" 8 today, at the iconic
Taj Mahal Palace
Hotel. That’s where
he met the director
and Producer of the
Sandokan series for the
very first time. “Life has
come full circle” Kabir
said. IANS

the pause, more than
5,300 Palestinian
children were re-
portedly killed in
48 days of relent-
less bombing - a fig-
ure that does not in-
clude many children
still missing and
presumed to be
buried under rub-
ble.”
AGENCIES

You may or may not join a gym or measure
your calories, but you will definitely sit up
and take notice of your lifestyle and
unhealthy food habits, predicts Ganesha.

l CANCER

Today, you will be extremely f&
impulsive and spontaneous, |
feels Ganesha. You better
get rid of your negative thoughts and
beliefs and start taking charge of things
at hand. Also, stop focussing so much on
the pitfalls, and start working.

.......................................

HLEO

Always dependable, that is
what you are. And today,
you will just underline this
fact in bold strokes through your fine dis-
play of commitment to work, and your
dedication to your family, says Ganesha.
Your company may never find a better
person for the job that you are

Ananya shares
how she spent
her first paycheck

%

" PANKAJ:NEVER FELT B
'*- 7 #THAT 'VE ARRIVED -~

assignedto do Mumbai: AnanyaPanday way.” New Delhi: & Pandit. Portraying his charac- L™
--------------------------------------- is gearing up for the re- Ananya Panday is the Acclaimed actor ters come to him naturally, said
lease of her upcoming film  daughter of actor Chunky Pankaj Tripathi said that he never felt  the actor, who plays one suffering
H VIRGO Kho Gaye Hum Kahan, Panday and costume de- that he has ‘arrived’ in the industry;and  from retrograde amnesia in the
Ganesha sees you keeping ‘0 which is out on Netﬂix signer Bhavana Par}dey. sha}"ed how he Works with equa}l sin- latest release Kadak Singh.
away from a joint venture. Ry, % December 26. Atthe trailer ~ She has a younger sister cerity and honesty in every project. “Such roles come to me naturally.
You are capable enough to launch of the film Sunday, named Rysa Panday, who Pankaj made his acting debut in Idon’t do anything. I am fortunate

handle big projects yourself. You are most
likely to lead and coordinate large teams
and extract work from them as you will.

the Liger actress was pres-
ent with her co-stars
Siddhanth Chaturvedi and
Adarsh Gourav. There, the
25 year-old shared how
she spent her first pay-

turned 19 this year.
Meanwhile, Siddhanth
answered the same ques-
tion and said, “I bought a
PS5 for my brother who
is 19 now. When I bought

2004. However, it was Gangs of
Wasseypur - Part 11in 2012 after which
there was no looking back for him.
Now that he has been in the indus-
try for almost two decades, does he
feel he has finally arrived in the in-

that I get such good scripts,” added
the two-time National Film Award-
winner. He went on: “It’s a con-
scious decision. I feel cinema

is not only for entertainment.
It is more than entertain-

HLIBRA Kﬂ

} Expect some annoyance. check. it, I thought we would play dustry? ment. Cinema has its so- A / s
from the ‘man in the chair', At the the cast of the together but we got com- Pankaj : “Inever felt that Thave ar-  cial responsibility Imain- £ P 1 ~
or people in charge who film was asked what they  petitive and that has rived. I do my work with all my hon- tain a balance of : .

may be looking towards throwing a

wench in your way. But know that it is just caused rift between us

bought with their first big esty So, Idon't know whenIcame.Iwork commercial, inde-

blips. Your ability to think out-of-the-box

will perplex your perpetrator, chuckles roles that he still

to contribute in her grow- he bought a vocal his performances and has given mem-

a blip on the radar. Your fortune is too paycheck. To this, Ananya (laughs). So we have with the same sincerity and hard work  pendent and sensible !

powerful for anyone to affect it negative- replied, “I actually paid dropped the joystick and in every project.” cinema.” A N
ly. Stick to your task and dig into your for my sister’s tuition actually (mimics punch- The actor, who is from the Gopalganj Pankaj concluded :
imagination to find a way around the classes because I wanted  ing).” Adarsh said that district of Bihar, hasoften stood out with ~ that there are many 'v

orable characters such as Kaleen

Ganesha. ing and learning in some  processor. AGENCIES has to play on the 5 L\
....................................... Bhaiya, Madhav Mishra, Bhanu and  screen. s /R
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The crown jewel of your ’: U N S U DO KU

character will be your pu To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a

%‘;’[gmlec Ig%"f't‘;esrll‘;‘iﬁg‘tji‘é" ire hesculean I PEAN UTS t manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains

ot rts‘? o 5()” <l comeqclose o the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

achieving them, predicts Ganesha. Your

nerves and buoyant nature will be infective LET'S SEE IF You ? 5

and also leave people awestruck. CAN SHOW ME YOU'RE
....................................... REALLY PAYING i 9

ATTENTION TODAY

B SAGITTARIUS E. 318 6
. . ==
Your business may bring |
you faster growth rates
than bacteria today. - 5

Moreover, banking transactions will fetch
returns exceeding your expectation.
Management institutes will value your
expertise and experience, predicts
Ganesha. All in all, a day when progres-
sions are on the rise.

|| 1 AM THE LIORLDS
MOST POWERFUL
COMPUTER, ASK
ME A QUESTION.

WHY DOES THE WORLDS
MOST POWERFUL COMPUTER
WEAR LITTLE RED SNEAKERS?

trait. But how creative can

Il CAPRICORN i
=] o
you get when dealing with

Creativity is your innate
day-to-day issues? You will not only

answer this question with utmost mod-
esty, but will make a great display of your
creative skills by cleverly sorting out
problems with your siblings, says
Ganesha. a
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CM Naveen Patnaik unveils India’s largest Sports
Science Centre at Kalinga Stadium in
Bhubaneswar
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Mahua moves SC
over expulsion

New Delhi: Trinamool Congress (TMC)
leader Mahua Moitra moved Monday
the Supreme Court challenging her
expulsion from the Lok Sabha, after the
House adopted the report of its ethics
committee that held her guilty of
accepting gifts and illegal gratification
from a businessman to further his inter-
est. After moving the top court, Moitra
said that she will fight till the last to
prove her innocence.

Telia brings luck to
Paradip fishermen

Paradip: It was a windfall of sorts for a
group of fishermen here Monday as
they managed to earn a huge amount
from their catch which included 17 large
telia borei fishes weighing close to three
quintals. As there were many takers, the
fish was finally auctioned by the local
traders. In the process, the fishermen
managed to earn a whopping 325 lakh.

CISCE cancels 2024
compartment exams

New Delhi: The Council for the Indian
School Certificate Examinations (CISCE)
has cancelled compartment exams for
the 2024 board exams. In its place the
CISCE has decided to introduce the re-
evaluation of answer scripts. As per a
notice available on their official web-
site, the ICSE, IC re-evaluation of
results has been introduced ‘in addition

” to the recheck of answer scripts after

the result declaration’. ICSE exams
2024 will start February 21 and ISC
from February 12. The results will be
declared in May 2024.

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Itis an old video of the CM
designate, sir. Swearing-in
ceremony is yet to take place
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ATM loot

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 11: ATMs
continue to be the main target for
miscreants with another one
being broken open late Sunday
night here. Miscreants looted
more than %10 lakh from the SBI
ATM at Hatasahi locality under
Lingaraj police limits in the
Odisha capital. Police said
Monday that the looters used a gas
cutter to break open the machine
and then decamped with the cash.

In November and December
there have been numerous at-
tempts on ATMs spread across the
state. An ATM in Balasore was
ransacked as the burglars de-
camped with more than 320 lakh.
Earlier this month, hooligans
had tried to break open an ATM
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WAR INTENSIFIES

Israeli forces battle Palestinian militants in
Gaza’s two largest cities with civilians still

INTERNATIONAL
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INDIA FACE PROTEAS

% | After a washout in the series-opener, India will
% take on South Africa in the second game

of the 3-match T20I series

SPORTS

TAKING A PLEDGE: Students, ASHA, Anganwadi workers and NCC cadets take a pledge during a programme on Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra at the police ground in Nimapara of Puri district, Monday

Arunachal brews in Odisha

POST NEWS NETWORK

Balasore, Dec 11: A consignment
of smuggled Indian Made Foreign
Liquor (IMFL) worth over 1.88
lakh, which was meant for re-
tail sale in Arunachal Pradesh,
was seized during a raid jointly-
conducted by the Central Excise
Intelligence and District Excise
sleuths at a den here, Monday.
Officials said Prasant Jena, 32,
abootlegger from Purushottampur
and his associate, Rajendra Sahoo,
45, have been taken into custody.
A case (No 173/2023-24) has been
registered against the two under
various sections of the Excise
Act and they have been forwarded
to a local court, officials said.
Excise sources said that on a
tip-off, the sleuths carried out a
raid at the residence and outlet
run by Jena in Balgopalpur area

BJP picks Mohan as
Madhya Pradesh (M

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhopal, Dec 11: Springing a
surprise Monday, the BJP picked
Mohan Yadav, a leader of Other
Backward Classes (OBC) and a
three-time MLA, as the next Chief
Minister of Madhya Pradesh,
state president VD Sharma said.
The BJP legislature party elected
Yadav (58), a minister in the out-
going government, as its leader,
paving the way for him to take
over as thenext CM of MP. Outgoing
CM, Shivraj Singh Chouhan pro-
posed the name of Yadav, the
BJP MLA from Ujjain (South).
Later in the day, MP Governor
Mangubhai Patel invited Yadav
to form the government.

yet again

in Puri. When they failed, they de-
stroyed the CCTV cameras at the
kiosk. In August, after failing to
get the cash from an ATM, the mis-
creants allegedly took the ma-
chine away in Jajpur district.

Meanwhile sources informed
Monday that noticing suspicious
movements near the kiosk, locals
had informed the police. However,
the cops were late in arriving at
the crime spot. By the time, they
arrived the criminals had fled the
scene with the cash. Locals also
alleged that despite requests,
police do not patrol the area.

Police meanwhile have started
investigation into the matter.
They are examining CCTV
footage of other cameras installed
near the ATM kiosk, to identify
the miscreants.

under Remuna police station in
this district. The smuggled con-
signment stocked in 20 cartoons
was seized during searches.
District Excise Superintendent
Susanta Kumar Padhi, who led
the raiding team comprising
Jaleswar Excise Intelligence of-
ficial Satyajit Khatua, Nilagiri
Excise Inspector Galuram Soren
and District Mobile Excise unit

official Kesab Das, said inves-
tigation is on to find out how
the smugglers managed to sneak
the consignment into Odisha.

It is also a matter of inves-
tigation to establish how long
they had been carrying out the
operations right under the nose
of enforcement officials,
sources said.

Itisreliably learnt that some

authorised liquor traders are
working in tandem with the
traders of others states in pil-
fering illegal liquor consign-
ments worth lakhs of rupees
through various transport modes
for years together.

Sources claimed that they
would strike deals with trucks
carrying goods to Arunachal to
transport liquor from the north-
eastern state. The cargo would be
offloaded and stored at Remuna
which acts as an epicentre for the
distribution network.

The liquor obtained at a
cheaper price is then sold
across the coastal districts at
premium rates. This is not only
resulting in Odisha losing rev-
enue worth several crores of ru-
pees, but also helping the smug-
glers mint money, officials
pointed out.

Minor girl 1mmolates self in Ganjam

POST NEWS NETWORK

Aska, Dec 11: A 17-year old girl
died by self-immolation Monday
by pouring kerosene and then
setting herself on fire at her house
in Bhetanai village under
Kotinada police limits in Ganjam
district over unknown reasons.
The deceased was identified as
Puja Goud, 17, daughter of Debaraj
Goud a resident of the same vil-
lage. The deceased was a Plus-II
first year student at the Ahalya
Devi Junior Women'’s College in
Balipadar. She used to stay with
her mother and brother while
her father was working at Surat.

Police seized the body of the
deceased and sent it for post-
mortem to the MKCG Medical

College and Hospltal in
Berhampur. Police are yet to as-
certain why the minor girl took
such a drastic step.

Locals said that Puja had been
to her maternal grandfather’s
house at Saibagad village Sunday
and returned with him to the
her native place, Monday. The
incident occurred after her
mother and maternal grandfa-
ther left for Bellguntha to at-

tend the post-death rituals of a
relative while her brother had
gone to the college.

Puja was alone inside the
house when she poured kerosene
on her and immolated herself.
Neighbours saw smoke billow-
ing out of the house and called
her uncle before rushing inside.
However, by then she had been
charred to death.

Kotinada police registered a
case after the deceased’s mother
Anitalodged a complaint at the
police station, IIC Krushna
Chandra Saha said. Police also
seized the mobile phone of Anita
and Puja to check the call records.
It is being apprehended that Puja
took the drastic step after a tele-
phonic tiff with her mom.

OP PHOTO
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370 abrogation upheld,

SUPREME COURT ASKS EC
TO CONDUCT JAMMU &
KASHMIR ASSEMBLY
POLLS BY SEPT 30, 2024

AGENCIES

New Delhi, Dec 11: The
Supreme Court unanimously
Monday upheld the Centre’s de-
cision to abrogate provisions of
Article 370 bestowing special
status to the erstwhile state of
Jammu and Kashmir, and di-
rected restoration of statehood
‘at the earliest’ as well as elec-
tions to the Assembly by
September 30 next year.

Ending a decades-long debate,
afive-judge Constitution Bench,
headed by Chief Justice DY
Chandrachud, delivered three
concurring judgements uphold-
ing abrogation of the
Constitutional schemes that pro-
vided special status to Jammu
and Kashmir when it was an-
nexed to the Union of India in 1947.

Writing the judgement for him-
self and Justices BR Gavai and
Surya Kant, the CJI said Article
370 was a temporary provision
and the President was empowered
torevoke it in the absence of the
Constituent Assembly of the
erstwhile state. Justices Sanjay
Kishan Kaul and Sanjiv Khanna
penned separate and concurring
verdicts on the issue.

The apex court also upheld
the validity of the decision to
carve out the Union Territory of

‘ It is a resounding declaration of hope,
progress and unity for our sisters and
brothers in Jammu, Kashmir and
Ladakh. The court, in its profound
wisdom, has fortified the very
essence of unity that we, as Indians,
hold dear and cherish above all else

NARENDRA MODI

Ladakh from Jammu and
Kashmir on August 5, 2019. On
that day, the government abro-
gated Article 370 and divided
the state into two Union
Territories - Jammu and
Kashmir, and Ladakh.

In his verdict, the CJI stated -
that the Constitution of India was
acomplete code for constitutional
governance. “The President had
the power to issue a notification
declaring that Article 370(3) ceases
to operate without the recom-
mendation of the Constituent
Assembly. The continuous exercise
of power under Article 370(1) by
the President indicates that the
gradual process of constitutional
integration was ongoing,” the CJI
said while pronouncing the verdict.

“We direct that steps shall be
taken by the Election Commission
to conduct elections to the
Legislative Assembly of Jammu
and Kashmir constituted under
Section 14 of the Reorganisation
Act by September 30, 2024.
Restoration of statehood shall
take place at the earliest and as
soon as possible,” the CJI said.
However, no timeframe was fixed
for the restoration of statehood
for Jammu and Kashmir.

Disappointed but not
disheartened. The
struggle will continue.

It took the BJP

decades to reach here.
We are also prepared

for the long haul ,

OMAR ABDULLAH (NC)

Jonathan turns 191, the world’s oldest living being

THE TORTOISE ARRIVED AT ST HELENA ISLAND IN 1882 AND SINCE THEN HAS BEEN LIVING IN THE GOVERNOR’S RESIDENCE

AGENCIES

St Helena, Dec 11: Jonathan
has seen many wars, survived
epidemics and pandemics and
above all triumphed over many
volcanic eruptions. As he turned
191 years old in the first week of
December, Jonathan, a tortoise
extended his record as the old-
est living creature. The previ-
ous record was held by ‘Tu’i
Malila, a Madagascar-radiated
tortoise gifted to Tonga’s royal
family in 1777. It died in 1965 at
188 years old.

According to information avail-
able, Jonathan was born in 1832
and arrived at St Helena as a
gift to Sir William Grey-Wilson

in 1882, who later became gov-
ernor of the island. Since then,
Jonathan has wandered and
grazed the gardens of the
Plantation House here, the gov-
ernor’s residence, where he has
seen 31 governors come and go.
According to a report in
CNN.com, Jonathan resides there
with three other giant tortoises:
Emma, David, and Fred.

“Well he may be more than
191 years,” said 64-year-old Joe
Hollins, a veterinarian who looks
after Jonathan. “He arrived here
in 1882 and at that time he was
fully grown which means he was
at least 50 years old. So going
by that mark, we can safely as-
sume that he is 191 years old

and the oldest 11V1ng be1ng,
added Hollins.

The Guinness World Records
(GWR) also confirmed Joanthan’s
age as 191. It also states that
Jonathan has far surpassed his

- = species’ av-
erage life ex-
: ectancy of
P 150 years.
The giant
tortoise is still hale and
hearty, according to
Hollins. “In spite of losing
his sense of smell and
being virtually blind
. from cataracts, his
¢, appetite remains
§ voracious,”
Hollins
quoted as saying by GWR.
“He is still being hand-fed
once a week with a fortifying
helping of fruit and vegetables
by a small, dedicated team. This
not only supplements his calories

was

but provides those essential driv-
ers of his metabolism: vitamins,
minerals, and trace elements,”
Hollins added. “It is extraordi-
nary to think that this gentle
giant has outlived every other liv-
ing creature on land, including
of course the whole human race,”
pointed out Hollins.

“He (Jonathan) enjoys the sun,
but on very hot days takes to the

-

~

shade. On mild days, he will sun- -

bathe - his long neck and legs
stretched fully out of his shell to
absorb heat and transfer it to his
core,” informed Hollins. He added
that Jonathan’s favourite foods

C

include cabbage, cucumbers, car-—

rots, lettuce hearts and apples and
he especially enjoys bananas.
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HIGHEST-EVER CASH HAUL

Hawala operators, shell
cos’ role to be probed

AGENCIES

New Delhi/Bhubaneswar, Dec
11: With the ‘highest-ever’ cash
seizure of %353 crore (till Sunday
night) by Income Tax ( I-T)
sleuths during raids against a dis-
tillery company owned by a
Congress MP's family, the role of
hawala operators and shell com-
panies that were allegedly used
to channel the ‘illicit’ funds has
come under the scanner, official
sources said Monday:.

An interim report on the ac-
tion has also been sent by the field
investigation wing of the I-T de-
partment to the Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT) in Delhi, the
administrative body for the de-
partment.

The searches that began
against the Bhubaneswar-head-
quartered Boudh Distillery Pvt.
Ltd. (BDPL) are continuing at
about seven locations Monday, the
sixth day, after they were
launched by the taxman
December 6 on charges of al-
leged tax evasion and ‘out of

. book’ transactions.

=

The searches are expected to
be called off soon after the sign-
ing of some 'panchnamas' and
recording of statements, they
said.

The I-T department has ef-
fected the country's highest-ever
cash seizure of %353 crore by
any agency in a single opera-
tion after the five-day counting
ended, Sunday.

Asmany as 30-34 premises in

Odisha, Jharkhand and West
Bengal were searched, the
sources said.

About 3 kg of gold jewellery
was also seized by the depart-
ment, they said.

A number of hawala opera-
tors working in these three states
and the incorporation of some
'shell' or dubious companies are
under the scanner of the de-
partment after documents in-
dicating their roles were recov-
ered during these searches and
recovery of the huge cash, the
sources said.

The premises of the Congress
Rajya Sabha MP from
Jharkhand, Dheeraj Prasad
Sahu, in Ranchi and other
places, were also covered during
the searches by the department.
The company and Sahu did not
respond to PTI’s queries re-
garding the action being car-
ried out against them.

BJP MPs led by party chief
JP Nadda Monday held a protest
near the Mahatma Gandhi statue
in the Parliament Complex, al-
leging the cash seized during
the raids proved that the
Congress was ‘neck-deep’ in cor-
ruption.

“This is just the tip of the ice-
berg... Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi will have to answer
whose money it is and how it
was looted,” Nadda said.

BJP members in Lok Sabha
also raised the issue in the House,
Monday.

The Congress has distanced it-

Centurion University
“holds 11th convocation

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 11:
Centurion University of
Technology and Management
(CUTM) organised its 11th con-
vocation ceremony on its cam-
pus here, Saturday. A total of
2,751 students graduated on this
occasion in presence of Governor
Raghubar Das.

The chief guests on the occa-
sion included the judge of the
Supreme Court Justice CT
Ravikumar, Cyient and NASS-
COM founder chairman BVR
Mohan Reddy, and HPCL chair-
man cum managing director
Pushp Kumar Joshi.

Addressing the gathering, the
Governor congratulated the grad-
uating students, commending
Centurion University for its un-
wavering dedication to shaping
a dynamic workforce through
meticulously crafted educational
initiatives.

Reddy expressed his admira-
tion for the graduating class, ac-
knowledging their unwavering
dedication and hard work.

He lauded the visionary

founders, Mukti Kanta Mishra
and DN Rao for establishing a pi-
oneering skills-based university
that embraces international di-
versity.

University VC Supriya
Pattanayak, in her speech, said,
“This ceremony is not just a
milestone for our graduating
students but also a testament to
the university’s continuous pur-
suit of excellence in education
and skill development. Our com-
mitment to quality education,
sustainability, and social impact
is evident through A+ NAAC
accreditation and alignment
with UN SDGs.”

“This year, 203 companies of-
fered 2358 jobs, highlighting our
successful placement season. I
urge graduates to contribute to
underprivileged communities,
embodying our ethos of dis-
ruption for a sustainable society;”
she added.

Among the dignitaries present
on the occasion were University
president Mukti Kanta Mishra,
vice president DN Rao, regis-
trar Anita Patra, and pro vice
chancellor Biswajit Mishra.

Odisha BJP attacks,
BJD counters

pposition BJP in Odisha Monday

intensified its attack on the rul-
ing BJD and the Odisha government,
accusing them of ‘facilitating illegal
liquor trade in the state and prolifera-
tion of black money’. The saffron
party held protests in front of all the
sub-divisions across the state
against the alleged black money
transactions. Meanwhile, the BJD
held a press conference in a bid to
expose the ‘evil design’ of the saffron
party. Party spokesperson Lenin
Mohanty said while leaders such as
BJP president JP Nadda, Union minis-
ters Smriti Irani, Anurag Singh
Thakur and others have raised ques-
tions primarily on the Congress, here
they (BJP) speak in different voice.
“Odisha BJP leaders are doing just
the opposite here. In a way, Odisha
BJP leaders have pledged to some-
how save the Congress on this issue,"
Mohanty said.

self from the MP, claiming that
the party has nothing to do with
his business.

“The Indian National Congress
is in no way connected with the
businesses of Dheeraj Sahu, MP.
Only he can explain, and should
explain, how huge amounts of
cash have been reportedly un-
earthed by the income-ax au-
thorities from his properties,”
AICC general secretary
Communications Jairam Ramesh
said in a post on X last week.

Targeting the Opposition par-
ties, Union Home Minister Amit
Shah Sunday said it is now clear
that their ‘propaganda’ about
probe agencies being misused
was driven by the fear that their
corruption will be exposed.

In a statement, the senior BJP
leader questioned the ‘silence’ of
INDIA bloc leaders, saying he
could understand why the
Congress is keeping mum but
wondered why parties like the
TMC, DMK, JD(U) and the RJD
were doing the same.

Rath takes over
as CSI president

POST NEWS NETOWORK

Bhubaneswar, Dec 11: The
platinum jubilee celebration of
the Cardiological Society of India
(CSI) was held from December
7 to December 10 in Kolkata.

Vijay Bang, the 74th president
of CSI and the scientific chair-
man PC Rath presided over the
event.

On this occasion, Rath was
given the charge of president
of CSI for the year 2023-24. It is
for the first time that an Odia per-
son became the president of CSI.

As president, Rath will coor-
dinate with different state
branches and different cardio-
logical society of other coun-
tries. He will also coordinate
with government of India and
state governments to formulate
different healthcare policies.

The event was inaugurated
by Air Marshal Arup Raha and
the guest of honour was world
famous Interventional
Cardiologist from France, Alain
Cribierfrom.

The event was attended by
more than 4,000 delegates from
India and abroad including 47 in-
ternational faculties from USA,
Europe, Africa, Argentina and
Russia. There were special ses-
sions on women and cardiovas-
cular health, pollution and car-
diovascular health and latest
interventional techniques.

Naveen inaugurates
EY technology hub

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Dec 11: Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik
Monday inaugurated the Ernst
& Young new technology hub in
Bhubaneswar.

Ernst & Young (EY) is a global
leader in assurance, tax, strat-
egy, transaction, and consult-
ing services. Its new hub in
Bhubaneswar is its 15th city of
presence in India.

“Over the years, Odisha
has scripted success stories
in many spheres. It is march-
ing ahead with renewed con-
fidence towards a new Odisha
adopting new ideas, innova-
tion, and entrepreneurship.
All these factors have become
the cornerstones of our
state’s journey towards
growth and development,”
Patnaik said after inaugu-
rating the facility here.

Stating that Odisha is em-
bracing the digital era and fos-
tering an environment ripe for
ground-breaking advance-
ments, Patnaik said the state’s
growth trajectory is fuelled by
a robust ecosystem that en-
courages entrepreneurship,
technological innovation, and
new age businesses.

“EY's expertise in these areas
will undoubtedly add immense
value to our endeavours. Opening
of the EY Technology Centre
marks yet another watershed
moment, signifying the fast-
changing IT, strategy and con-
sulting ecosystem in the state,”
the chief minister said.

CM opens India’s largest:
Sports Sc1ene

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Dec 11: Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik inau-
gurated India’s largest Sports
Science Centre at the Kalinga
Stadium here, Monday.

The centre, established in
partnership with Olympian
Abhinav Bindra, is designed to
cater to athletes across various
disciplines, and is poised to be-
come a hub for injury manage-
ment, rehabilitation, recovery,
and performance enhancement,
a statement said. It is the largest
such facility in the country and
has specialised laboratories to
ensure that athletes receive care
and support tailored to their
needs, it said.

e

“The establishment of this
Sports Science Centre marks a
pivotal milestone in our com-
mitment to nurturing sporting
talent. By integrating top-notch
equipment and expertise, this
Centre will serve as a catalyst for
our athletes' growth, enabling
them to achieve their fullest po-
tential,” Patnaik said.

“Science has to be integrated
with sports to give the winning
edge to our sportspersons,” he
said. Advancements in sports
science and technology have rev-
olutionised athletic perform-
ance, enabling smarter training
methods, Patnaik said.

“This state-of-the-art facility,
the largest in the country, stands
as a testament to Odisha’s com-

SAI students excel in CLAT

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Dec 11: SAI
International School chairper-
son Silpi Sahoo Monday con-
gratulated school students for
their outstanding performances
in the Common Law Admission
Test (CLAT), 2023 results pub-
lished Sunday.

Arush Sarma became the 3rd
state topper with an impressive
all India rank (AIR) 44. Adyasha
Syam secured a commendable
AIR 413, while Fiona Debsmita

| SAloneers Sweep
CLAT 2023 Results

ARUSH SARM.!
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Alone got AIR 533. “More than six
students of the school have se-
cured good scores in CLAT 2023,”
informed a school staffer. Hailing

the students, Sahoo said that it
brings her joy to see “each student
embark on their unique journey,
turning dreams into reality and
achieving remarkable success.”

“I am extremely happy and
feel blessed to have achieved the
3rd rank, but yes, I was eyeing
atrank one. But I'm happy with
what I have achieved. I am thank-
ful to my alma mater SAI
International for guiding me at
each point of time to realise my
goal. I hope to get the top NLU,”
said Arush Sarma.

¢ Centre

“w% xi‘

mitment to nurturing sporting
excellence. Equipped with cut-
ting-edge technology, the centre
incorporates the best of global
best practices,” he added.

The centre will have bio-mech-
anists, sports scientists, phys-
iotherapists, exercise physiolo-
gists, strength and conditioning
specialists and nutritionists,
among others. A special focus has
been ensured for the care of
para-athletes with custom-de-
signed equipment.

The facility also integrates
technologies such as anti-grav-
ity weight-bearing, sensory dep-
rivation, and cryogenic therapy,
expediting recovery and ensur-
ing a swift return to the field, the
statement said.

Criminal hurt in encounter

Puri: A dreaded criminal, who was on
the run after opening fire on a woman
November 29, suffered bullet injuries
in an encounter with police in the
Pilgrim City here, Monday. According
to Brahmagiri police, Santosh Barik
suffered bullet injuries in his right leg
in an exchange of fire with police per-
sonnel near a forest in Girala area here
in the afternoon. He was initially
admitted to the district headquarters
hospital and later rushed to SCB
Medical College and Hospital in
Cuttack where he is stated to be sta-
ble, they said, adding that Barik was
on the run after opening fire on Jhali
Sahoo, November 29.

BJD for more CGHS wellness centres

POST NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, Dec 11: Biju Janata
Dal (BJD) MP Achyuta Samanta
Monday urged the Union
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare (H&FW) to open more
Central Government Health
Scheme (CGHS) wellness cen-
tres in Bhubaneswar and other
parts of the state.

While speaking during the
Zero Hour of the Lok Sabha, the
BJD MP said there are five well-
ness centres in Odisha. However,
they fail to cater to the needs of
the CGHS beneficiaries of the
state as a whole.

While Bhubaneswar has three
CGHS Wellness Centres, Cuttack
and Berhampur have one such
facility each. These five centres
cater mostly to the benefici-
aries of eight districts.
However, Central government
employees and pensioners in-
cluding the eligible benefici-
aries of the legislature, judi-
ciary and press of the other 22
districts are deprived of getting
proper CGHS facilities due to un-
availability of such wellness
centres nearby,” the Kandhamal
MP informed the House.

Samanta also highlighted that
the Confederation of Central
Government Employees’ and
Workers’ Federations have al-
ready submitted a proposal with
the Union Ministry of H&FW
for opening of more CGHS
Wellness Centres/extension
counters to provide compre-
hensive medical care to the
Central government employees
and pensioners in particular
and to meet the healthcare needs
of eligible beneficiaries.

PARLIAN

Sujeet seeks revision
of criteria for
Eklavya schools

New Delhi: BJD MP Sujeet
Kumar requested the Union
government to revise guide-
lines for setting up Eklavya
Model Residential Schools.
Kumar said that as per the cur-
rent guidelines laid by the
Union

CoDTSH2

Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
EMRSs can only be set up in
sub-districts where the ST pop-
ulation is at least 50 percent. He
said the new policy is highly un-
fair because there are several
tribal sub-districts and pockets
with substantive tribal popu-
lations. The tribal people living
in these districts are being de-
prived of benefits due to these
new guidelines.
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New Delhi: Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) MP Suresh Pujari
Monday urged the Centre to
constitute a high-level com-
mittee of technical experts to
inquire into the breach in an
ash pond of a thermal power
plant run by the state-owned
Odisha Power Generation
Corporation (OPGC) at
Banharpali in Jharsuguda
December 9.
Raising the issue in
the Lok Sabha dur-
ing the Zero Hour,
Pujari requested
the Ministry of

New Delhi: Biju
Janata Dal (BJD) MP
Sasmit Patra Monday
reiterated the party’s
longstanding demand
for inclusion of Ahimsa’ (non-
violence) in the Preamble of the
Indian Constitution.

Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik had requested for in-
clusion of ‘Ahimsa’ in the
Preamble during the meet-
ings of national committee
for commemoration of 150th
birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi in 2018 and

Pujari for high-level inquiry
into OPGC ash pond breach

BJD reiterates demand
for ‘Ahimsa’ in Preamble

Power, Ministry of Jal Shakti
and Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
to launch an inquiry into the
matter in order to find out
causes, fix the responsibility
and subsequently take stern
action against those found
guilty.

The BJP MP from Bargarh
said that a breach occurred in
the OPGC-C ash pond at
Banharpali village in the dis-
trict December 9 morning, caus-
ing slurry to enter into nearly
120 acres of cultivable land
with standing crops.

2019, Patra said while speak-
ing during the Zero Hour in
the Rajya Sabha.

The Odisha Assembly had in
March 2021 unanimously
passed a resolution to include
‘Ahimsa’ in the Preamble. The
resolution was passed to com-
memorate the 100th anniver-
sary of Mahatma Gandhi’s
first visit to Odisha March 23,
1921, Patra said requesting the
Centre to bring a proposal in
order to include Ahimsa in
the Preamble of the
Constitution.
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Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 9938317558, KIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Cookieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.
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BEE ATTACK KILLS

2 IN DHENKANAL

PNN & AGENCIES

Dhenkanal, Dec 11: Two per-
sons were Kkilled in a bee at-
tack in Dhenkanal district, po-
lice said Monday. The deceased
were identified as Jhumar Sethi
(55) and Mayadhar Dehury
(60) of Kadua village in the
district.

A swarm of bees attacked
Mayadhar while he was re-
turning from his field Sunday.
Locals first took him to
Kamakhyanagar hospital be-
fore being shifted to
Dhenkanal district head-
quarters hospital in a criti-
cal condition, where he suc-
cumbed while undergoing
treatment Monday, said
Prabhat Kumar Tripathy, sub-
divisional police officer
(SDPO), Kamakhyanagar.

Jhumar was attacked by
bees while he was returning
home after taking a bath in a
village pond. He was taken to
Kamakhyanagar hospital,
where doctors declared him
brought dead, he said.

Alaka reiuvenation

plan goes haywire

Once deep enough to let ships
transport various goods in it,
the river had helped the
British to establish a
commercial centre at
erstwhile Haripur, now
known as Jagatsinghpur

POST NEWS NETWORK

the river has almost lost its existence
with passage of time. Realising the
same, the state government launched
plans to rejuvenate the river at an out-
lay of %17 crore.

Rejuvenation of the river stretch
of around 52.39 km from Asilo near
Borikina to Birabarpatna was to be
done in three phases. The state gov-
ernment floated the tender after the
plan received approval of the technical
advisory committee and adminis-
trative clearance.

This spread cheers among the res-

Jagatsinghpur, Dec 11: Rejuvenation
of Alaka river in this district at a
plan outlay of %17 crore has gone
/ haywire with the water body losing
its existence. Whatever is left of the
river now acts only as a grim re-
minder of its glorious past.

Alaka is a distributary of Biluakhai
river flowing in Birabarapatana area
under Biridi block in Jagatsinghpur
district. The river used to sustain
thousands of villages under Biridi,
Jagatsinghpur, Balikuda and Erasama
blocks. However, with the water flow
getting restricted due to invasion of
weeds and siltation, it soon ran out
of its purpose. At present, while the
dead river runs for 52 km, the portion
which is still active runs for 22 km.

The river was once so deep that
even ships used to transport vari-
ous goods in the river. This had helped
the British to establish a commer-
cial centre at erstwhile Haripur, now
known as Jagtsinghpur. However,

idents as successful renovation of
the river would help in drainage of
storm and rain water. Locals also
hoped that the move would also give
way to greater infrastructure for fish
farming which will indirectly bene-
fit them. They, however, alleged that
the river rejuvenation plan has gone
haywire.

According to the residents, dredg-
ing of the river, yet to be completed
till date, is being done only for name-
sake. The land measurement at many
places has not been done properly
while officials have allegedly changed
the course of theriver and tried tore-
duce it by size at stretches where
there are lands of influential people.

Moreover, when the state govern-
ment prepared a plan for Alaka re-
juvenation, it completely overlooked
the construction and strengthening
of the embankment. The consultancy
agency while dredging the river
dumped the excavated soil and sand

Paradip Port: ICG
divers search for
dumped cocaine

POST NEWS NETWORK

Paradip, Dec 11: Days after
Customs officials seized
22 kg cocaine worth 3220 crore
from cargo vessel MV Devi
docked at the International
Cargo Terminal of Paradip
Port in Jagatsinghpur district,
Indian Coast Guard’s special
scuba divers have launched
an underwater search for the
drug.

It is suspected that some
staffers of the ship had thrown
some cocaine packets into the
sea before the raid by Customs
officials.

While the Customs depart-
ment, Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB), and various agencies
are investigating the cocaine
haul in the crane chamber of
the ship, permission has been
obtained from Kujang court for
the sample test of the drug.

The seized cocaine has been
kept in the custody of the ICG,
some of it has been sent for
sample testing. Various tanks

}and the lower part of the ship
are being searched by ICG divers
for any additional cocaine.

on both sides of the embankment.

Dumping of soil and sand has only
weakened the embankment at many
places instead of strengthening it.
It is apprehended that this may lead
to a breach on the embankment like
last year and further weaken it.

Locals also fear that during rain,
soil and sand dumped on both sides
of the embankment will flow back into
the river and bury it. Residents Nilu
Mitra, Saroj Nayak and Antaryami
Biswal alleged that this has led to
misutilisation of funds benefitting
only the contractor and engineers.

It has also been alleged that en-
croachment by land sharks has also
affected the river. Many persons with
help of some unscrupulous revenue
officials have grabbed large patches
of river lands. The sorry state of the
river concerned the state govern-
ment in 2016.

The state government decided to
dredge the river for proper drainage
of flood water as well as to start fish
farming in the river. The state
Fisheries department prepared a de-
tailed project report in this regard the
same year.

Later, a team from Central Inland
Fisheries Research Institute (CIFRI)
in Assam toured the district for four
days and gave approval to fish farm-
ing after reviewing the situation.
The team members had then con-
ducted a survey of the river stretch
at Biridi, Jagatsinghpur and Naugaon
blocks.

The team opined that the plan
when implemented would lead to
fish farming on 150 hectare of riverbed
and result in harvesting of 600 tonne
of fish per annum. This would bring
revenue to the tune of 7 crore per
annum and lead to employment of
hundreds of youths.

The scheme would also benefit the
women self-help groups and the local
entrepreneurs. However, the plan
has failed to make any headway with
the river dying a slow death.

Retd engr, wife arrested for DA

PNN & AGENCIES

Koraput, Dec 11: A retired engineer
and his wife have been jailed for three
and two years, respectively, in a dis-
proportionate assets (DA) case, state
Vigilance department said Monday.
Simadri Nayak, a former executive en-
gineer of Rural Works Division at
Umarkote in Nabarangpur district, and
his wife Laxmi Nayak were convicted
by a Special Court in Bhubaneswar for
possessing disproportionate assets of
338.40 lakh, the department said in a re-
lease. The court slapped a fine of ¥101lakh
on Nayak and 32 lakh on his wife. If

they fail to pay the fine, Nayak and his
wife will undergo an additional rigor-
ous imprisonment of six and three
months, respectively, it said.

In another case, Ananda Chandra
Behera, ex-superintendent (retired),
Odisha Warehousing Corporation,
Malmunda in Bolangir district, has
been convicted in a graft case filed by
the Vigilance department.

A court in Bolangir sentenced Behera
to undergo rigorous imprisonment for
one year and slapped a fine of 32 lakh.
In case Behera fails to pay the fine, he
has to stay in jail for two more months,
the department said.

Septuagenarian woman dies
after assault by relative

PNN & AGENCIES

Berhampur, Dec 11: A septuagenar-
ian woman died Monday, a day after
she was allegedly assaulted by a 22-
year-old man in a village in Ganjam
district, police said.

The deceased was identified as
Kuntala Nayak (78) of Mamudiha vil-
lage in Aska area.

The elderly woman was allegedly at-
tacked by her distant relative Muna
Nayak with a stone slab and iron ham-

mer, owing to a family dispute, a police
officer said, adding, the accused has
been arrested.

She was first admitted to MKCG
Medical College and Hospital here with
serious injuries, and later referred to
SCB Medical College and Hospital,
Cuttack, he said.

However, she died while being taken
to the hospital in Cuttack Monday, the
officer said. “We are still investigating
the reason behind the assault on the
woman,” he added.

DRAMA FEST: Artistes enact a scene from a Bengali play ‘Teen Nombor Chokh’ staged by Ballygunge Swapna Suchana, Kolkata at the National Theatre Festival
‘Shree Ranga Samagam’ organised by Shree Cultural Association at the Biju Patnaik Auditorium inside Sambalpur University premises in Sambalpur, Monday

Miscreants kill man by slit

Ve

Man gets ZO—year 3
RI for minor’s rape

POST NEWS NETWORK

Balasore, Dec 11: A special
POCSO court here convicted a
man for the rape of afive-year-
old girl and sentenced him to 20
years of rigorous imprisonment
(RI), Monday.

The convict was identified as
Pradip Bangari, a resident of
Sahadevkhunta area in Balasore.
Special POCSO court Judge
Ranjan Kumar Sutar also
slapped a penalty of 5,000 on
him apart from the punishment.
In default, he has to undergo
an additional two-year impris-
onment, the judge observed
while delivering the order.

The judge passed the order
after examining the statements
of 13 witnesses and 29 docu-
ments including the police
charge-sheet. This was stated
here by special public prose-
cutor Pranab Kumar Panda,
who pleaded the matter on be-

half of the state government.

The incident occurred when
Bangari called the minor re-
siding in his neighbourhood
and raped her inside an under-
construction house, August 21
this year. Locals rushed to the
spot and rescued her when she
screamed for help. Later, her
family members lodged a com-
plaint at Sahadevkhunta police
station. Police registered a case
and arrested Bangari in this
connection.

SILK CITY SEES 5 MURDERS IN 2 MONTHS

ing throat

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, Dec 11:
Miscreants killed an elderly
man by slitting his throat
during his morning walk at
Gandhi Nagar lane-2 under
Town police limits here,
Monday.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Ranka Sethy, 67, of
Ambika Nagar lane-2 in the
Silk City. The matter came
to the fore after locals spotted
the body lying in a pool of
blood outside a house and
informed the Town police
and Sethy’s family members.
The incident has sent shock-
waves in the area.

On being informed, his two
sons Rama and Santosh

the public*

*Terms & conditions apply

reached the spot and identi-
fied the body as that of their
father. His family members
have expressed surprise over
his murder as he had no en-
mity with others. Berhampur
SP Saravana Vivek M and
Town police IIC Suresh
Tripathy reached the spot
and conducted a probe into
the murder. A scientific team

and sniffer dogs were also
pressed into service.

A special team was formed
to nab the culprits while po-
lice are trying to scan the
CCTV cameras installed in
the area to get any footage or
clue into the brutal murder.

The incident occurred
when Sethy left home in the
wee hours on a morning walk
like any other day. Family
members have demanded to
nab the culprits and take
stringent action against them.

It is alleged that
Berhampur has become a
safe haven for criminals and
miscreants having no regards
for rule of law. Law and order
situation is slowly deterio-
rating in the Silk City as the

murder of Sethy early
Monday morning is the fifth
murder during the last two
months.

Locals alleged that lack of
proper policing and strin-
gent action has emboldened
the criminals to carry out
wrongdoings with impunity.

When contacted, the SP
said unknown miscreants
have murdered Sethy by slit-
ting his throat. Two special
police teams have been
formed to trace the culprits.
One of the teams is scanning
the CCTV footages whilethe -
other team is conducting
raids at various locations to
nab the accused persons. Very
soon the accused will be ar-
rested, he added.
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in same denomination remain
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as coins have a long life.
Accept them
without hesitation

@ Do not believe in misleading information or
rumours about coins
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For more details, give a missed call to 14440
or visit https://rbikehtahai.rbi.org.in/coins
For feedback, write to rbikehtahai@rbi.org.in
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It is not because a thing is
difficult that one should give it up,
on the contrary, the more a thing
is difficult the more determined
should one be to succeed it.

THE MOTHER
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Undoing History

f: ! The Supreme Court verdict validating the abrogation of Article
370 according special powers to the erstwhile state of Jammu
and Kashmir could not come at a more opportune moment for

the BJP which is already basking in the glory of crucial victory in

the Assembly elections to Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led BJP is all set to go to Lok Sabha

polls a few months away with renewed vigour and a confidence that

seemed to be ebbing away only a few weeks back. When the Modi gov-

ernment revoked Article 370 of the Constitution on 5 August, 2019,

it acted to fulfil its long-standing electoral pledge virtually trigger-

ing a constitutional-political controversy. The provision had granted
special privileges to the people of Jammu & Kashmir state. The

Assembly, overseeing the state’s budget, spending, employment, ed-

ucation, and economic activity, was dissolved. It appeared in one fell

stroke the government not only made a surgical strike at the

Constitution, but also played havoc with the state’s character bifur-

cating it into two Union Territories downgrading the status of a

full-fledged state. Article 370 enabled J&K to make its own rules re-

lating to permanent residency, ownership of property and fundamental
rights. It could also bar Indians from outside the state from pur-
chasing property or settling there.

The BJP had long opposed Article 370 and clamoured for scrapping
it to integrate Kashmir and put it on the same footing as the rest of India.
After returning to power with a massive mandate in the April-May gen-
eral elections in 2019, the government lost no time in acting on its
pledge. Critics have apprehension that the BJP ultimately wants to change
the demographic character of the Muslim-majority region by allow-
ing non-Kashmiris to buy land there.

A batch of nearly 23 petitions was filed in the Supreme Court chal-
lenging the abrogation. The state comprised the Muslim-majority
Kashmir valley, the Hindu-dominated Jammu region and the high al-
titude Buddhist enclave of Ladakh. The petitioners argued that the state’s
reorganisation into Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh as federally ad-
ministered territories violated India’s Constitution, which requires the
state legislative Assembly’s approval to reduce a state to a Union ter-
ritory. The apex court took almost the entire tenure of the government
to deliberate on the momentous issues involved to pronounce its ver-
dict. The verdict has made the ruling party jubilant and the main re-
gional players of J&K disappointed.

The verdict, it appears, has sought to take a balanced position on the
thorny matter. The apex court has given its seal of approval to the gov-
ernment’s act of repealing the special constitutional provision, but at
the same time it has questioned the wisdom of the decision to reduce
a state into a Union territory. In its opinion a fresh call needs to be taken
on the matter. The court held that the government should hold elections
. in the region latest by September 2024. This is one way to ensure that
J” the government honours its promise of upgrading the status of J&K
from a UT to a state.

The Bench, headed by Chief Justice of India DY Chandrachud, has
held that the state of Jammu and Kashmir does not have internal sov-
ereignty different from other states. It means retention of Article 370
is untenable. In fact, the provision was included in the Constitution as
atemporary feature. The question is what length of time a “temporary”
measure should take.

The verdict will have far-reaching political, economic and administrative
consequences. The ruling party will predictably showcase it as an out-
come of strong political will of the Modi government. As the verdict
has proved, contrary to the arguments of the petitioners, the withdrawal
of special powers from J&K is in accordance with the law, the Opposition
- Congress and its allies — can now be questioned why the decisive step
was not adopted during the past few decades.

Without internet for so many years and the local media muzzled openly,
there is hardly any truth in the propaganda that the people of J&K will
taste the fruits of prosperity once the state is stripped off its special
/ powers and investments from outside will flow. While purchase of
land in Kashmir was recently opened to citizens from other parts of India,
the local prevailing situation has not been inviting enough for people
to buy land or invest.

Now that Article 370 has become nonexistent, the political process
of granting status of a full-fledged state to Jammu & Kashmir should
start in earnest.

WISDOM CORNER
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Do the difficult things while they are easy and do the great things
while they are small. A journey of a thousand miles must begin with
a single step. LAO TZU

True wisdom comes to each of us when we realize how little we
understand about life, ourselves, and the world around us.
SOCRATES

Notice that the stiffest tree is most easily cracked, while the bamboo

or willow survives by bending with the wind.
BRUCE LEE

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

H 1846: New Granada (now Colombia and Panama) signed the Bidlack
Treaty with the United States, granting US right-of-way across the
Isthmus of Panama in exchange for a guarantee of neutrality for the
isthmus and the sovereignty of New Granada.

l 1964: Kenya became a republic on the first anniversary of its inde-
pendence from Britain.

B 1977: The music drama Saturday Night Fever, starring John Travolta,
had its world premiere; the film was a huge hit, as was the accom-
panying disco sound track by the Bee Gees.

Il 2000: US Supreme Court decision on the presidential election. On this
day in 2000, the US Supreme Court effectively awarded the presidency
to George W. Bush, ruling that a fair recount of ballots in Florida
could not be performed by the deadline for certifying the state's
electors.

Dealing with criminals

local policeman had just finished
his shift one cold November
evening and was at home with his
wife.
“You just won't believe what
happened this evening, in all my

canal, one of them was drinking
battery acid and the other was eating
fireworks.”

“Drinking battery acid and eating

\‘E"ﬁby

Narendra Modi

EARLIER,

THERE WAS A
QUESTION MARK
ON THE STATUS
OF JAMMU,
KASHMIR AND
LADAKH. NOW,
THERE ARE ONLY
EXCLAMATION
MARKS

ABOUT RECORD
GROWTH,
RECORD
DEVELOPMENT,
RECORD
TOURIST
INFLOW

etters

years on the force I've never seen
anything like it.”

“Oh yes dear, what happened?”

“I came across two guys down by the

fireworks!! What did you do with
them?”

“Oh that was easy, | charged one and
let the other off.”
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FOCUS JAMMU, KASHMIR & LADAKH

DEVELOPMENT, DEMOCRACY & DIGNITY
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n 11th December, the |

Hon’ble Supreme

Court of India deliv-

ered a historic judg-
ment on the abrogation of
Articles 370 and 35(A). Through
its judgment, the Court has up-
held the sovereignty and in-
tegrity of India, something that
is cherished by every Indian.
The Supreme Court rightly ob-
served that the decision taken
on 5th August 2019 was done
with the purpose of enhanc-
ing constitutional integration
and not disintegration. The
Court has also recognized the
fact that Article 370 was not
permanent in nature.

Jammu, Kashmir and
Ladakh’s breathtaking land-
scapes, serene valleys, and ma-
jestic mountains have capti-
vated the hearts of poets, artists
and adventurers for genera-
tions. It is a place where the
sublime meets the extraordi-
nary, where the Himalayas
reach for the sky, and where
the pristine waters of its lakes
and rivers mirror the heavens.
But, for the last seven decades,
these places have witnessed
the worst form of violence and
instability, something which
the wonderful people never de-
served.

Unfortunately, due to cen-
turies of colonisation, most no-
tably economic and mental sub-
jugation, we became a confused
society of sorts. Rather than
taking a clear position on very
basic things, we allowed dual-
ity, leading to confusion. Sadly,
Jammu and Kashmir became a
big victim of such a mindset.
At the time of independence, we
had a choice of making a fresh
start for national integration.
Instead, we decided to continue
with the confused society ap-
proach even if it meant ignor-
ing the long-term national in-
terests.

I'have had the opportunity of
being connected with the
Jammu and Kashmir Andolan
from a very early part of my life.
Ibelong to an ideological frame-
work where Jammu and
Kashmir was not merely a po-
litical issue. But, it was about
addressing the aspirations of so-
ciety. Dr. Syama Prasad
Mookerjee held an important
portfolio in the Nehru Cabinet
and could have remained in
government for a long time.
Yet, he quit the Cabinet over the
Kashmir issue and preferred
the tough road ahead, even if it
meant paying with his life. His
efforts and sacrifice led to crores
of Indians becoming emotion-
ally attached with the Kashmir
issue. Years later, Atal Ji, at a
public meeting in Srinagar gave
the powerful message of
‘Insaniyat’, ‘Jamhooriyat’ and
‘Kashmiriyat’, which has also
always been a source of great
inspiration.

It was always my firm belief
that what had happened in
Jammu and Kashmir was a
great betrayal - to our nation and
to the people living there. It
was also my strong desire to
do whatever I can to remove
this blot, this injustice done to
the people. I have always wanted
to work to alleviate the suffer-
ing of the people of Jammu
and Kashmir.

In very basic words- Articles
370 and 35 (A) were like major

Russian strongman

Today, every child born in Jammu, Kahir an
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Ladakh is born with a clean canvas, where he or
she can paint a future full of vibrant aspirations

obstacles. It seemed like an un-
breakable wall and the suffer-
ers were the poor and down-
trodden. Articles 370 and 35(A)
ensured that the people of
Jammu and Kashmir never got
the rights and development
that the rest of their fellow
Indians got. Due to these
Articles, a distance was cre-
ated between people belonging
to the same nation. Due to this
distance, many people from
our nation who wanted to work
to solve the problems of Jammu
and Kashmir were unable to
do so even if they clearly felt the
pain of the people there.

As a Karyakarta who has
seen the issue closely over the
last several decades, I had a
nuanced understanding of the
specifics and the complexities
of the issue. Yet, I was crystal
clear about one thing - that the
people of Jammu and Kashmir
want development and they
want to contribute to the de-
velopment of India based on
their strengths and skills. They
also want a better quality of
life of their children, a life free
from violence and uncertainty.

Thus, while serving the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir,
we gave primacy to three pillars
-understanding of the citizens’
concerns, building trust
through supportive actions,
and prioritising development,
development and more devel-
opment.

In 2014, just after we assumed
office, deadly floods struck
Jammu and Kashmir, with a
lot of damage in the Kashmir
valley. In September 2014, I
went to Srinagar to assess the
situation and also announced
Rs 1000 crore as a special as-
sistance for rehabilitation, sig-
nalling our government’s com-
mitment to supporting the
people during crises. I had the
opportunity to meet people
from different walks of life and
there was one common thread
in these interactions - the peo-
ple not only wanted develop-
ment but they also wanted free-
dom from the rampant
corruption prevailing for
decades. The same year, I de-
cided not to mark Diwali in re-
membrance of those we lost in
Jammu and Kashmir. I also de-
cided to be in Jammu and
Kashmir on Diwali day.

In order to further strengthen
Jammu and Kashmir’s devel-
opment journey, we decided
that our Government minis-
ters would frequently go there
and interact with people di-

Juvenile delinquency

rectly. These frequent visits
also played a crucial role in
building goodwill in Jammu
and Kashmir. From May 2014 to
March 2019, over 150 ministerial
visits took place. This is a record
in itself. The special package
of 2015 was a significant step in
addressing the developmental
needs of Jammu and Kashmir.
It contained initiatives for in-
frastructure development, job
creation, tourism promotion
and support to the handicraft in-
dustry.

We harnessed the power of
sports in Jammu and Kashmir,
recognising its potential to ig-
nite the dreams of the youth.
Through sporting initiatives, we
witnessed the transformational
impact of athletic pursuits on
their aspirations and futures.
Sporting venues were upgraded,
training programmes were or-
ganised and coaches were made
available. One of the most
unique things was to encourage
the setting of local football
clubs. The results were out-
standing. The name of the tal-
ented footballer Afshan Ashiq
comes to my mind - in December
2014 she was a part of a stone
pelting group in Srinagar but
with the right encouragement
she turned to football, she was
sent for training and excelled
in the game. I recall interacting
with her in one of the Fit India
Dialogues where I said its time
to move over ‘Bend it like
Beckham’ because it is now
Ace it like Afshan.’ Other young-
sters began to shine in kick-
boxing, Karate and more.

The Panchayat polls were
also a watershed moment in
the region’s quest for all-round
development. Once again, we
were faced with a choice of ei-
ther remaining in power or
standing by our principles -
the choice was never tough and
we let go of a Government but
preferred that that ideals that
we stand for, the aspirations of
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir are given top priority.
The success of Panchayat polls
indicated the democratic na-
ture of the people of Jammu
and Kashmir. My mind went
back to an interaction I had
with Pradhans from the vil-
lages. Among other issues, I
made arequest to them - that at
no point must schools be burnt
and that must be ensured. I
was delighted to see that this
was adhered to. After all, if
schools are burnt the biggest
sufferers are the small chil-
dren.

Sir, This refers to “Putin again,” OrissaPOST,
December 11. Russian President Vladimir Putin,
who announced Friday that he is running for a fifth
term, has over the past two decades built a system
of domestic repression and confrontation with
the West that is almost certain to guarantee his re-
election. Ever since the former little-known KGB
agent first became president on New Year’s eve
1999, he has consolidated power by bringing oligarchs
to heel, banning any real opposition, and turning
Russia into an authoritarian state. Abroad, he has
led world efforts to challenge the dominance of
the West. His grip on power further tightened in
the wake of his decision to invade Ukraine in
February 2022, with public dissent against the war
effectively silenced through lengthy prison terms
for critics. But in recent months, Putin has demon-
strated his lasting power. Domestic opposition has
been largely silent, the economy is growing again,
the Russian military has largely repulsed a recent
Ukrainian offensive, and he has resumed foreign
travel. Opponents have suggested they have some
hope that the war in Ukraine, and the Western
sanctions it has triggered - as well as a failed
mutiny by mercenary chief Yevgeny Prigozhin in
June - could see the Kremlin chief’s standing in the
upcoming elections challenged. But independent
polling suggests that support for Putin remains
strong, with approval ratings of above 80 per cent.

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

Sir, India is witnessing a dan-
gerous spurt in juvenile crimes
-- more and more teenagers
below the age of 18 are resort-
ing to violence and murder.
There are several reasons for
teens straying from their nor-
mal life course. Nowadays,
crimes are being made to appear
routine or normal by social
media, and this has enthused
young and inquisitive minds. A
fragile criminal justice system,
especially the judiciary, has
emboldened and buoyed the
youngsters. Unfortunately,
today’s education has miser-
ably failed to tune their mind-
set with sanity and decency.
Families, too, are not doing
much to buffer the young minds.
Many crumbling families are
heaping problems upon their
young inmates. Domestic vio-
lence has been a documented
factor that can have a vicious
influence on children thereby
depriving them of the all im-
portant support system.
Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA

The historical day of 5th
August is etched in the hearts
and minds of every Indian. Our
Parliament passed the historic
decision to abrogate Article
370. Since then, much has
changed in Jammu, Kashmir
and Ladakh. The judicial court
verdict came in December 2023
but seeing the wave of devel-
opment across Jammu,
Kashmir and Ladakh, the peo-
ple’s court has given a re-
sounding thumbs up to the
Parliament’s decision of abol-
ishing Articles 370 and 35(A) for
four years now.

Atapolitical level, the last 4
years have been marked with a
renewed faith in grassroots
democracy. The women, trib-
als, SC, ST and marginalised sec-
tions of society were not getting
their due. At the same time,
the aspirations of Ladakh were
totally ignored. 5th August 2019
changed all that. All Central
laws now apply without fear
or favour. Representation has
also got more widespread - a
three tier Panchayati Raj
System is in place, BDC elec-
tions have been held, and
refugee communities who were
all but forgotten have begun to
enjoy the fruits of develop-
ment.

Key Central Government
scheme have attained saturation
levels, thus covering all sec-
tions of society. These include
Saubhagya, Ujwala and Ujjwala
schemes. Strides have been
made in housing, tap water
connection and financial in-
clusion. Healthcare, otherwise
a major challenge for the peo-
ple has witnessed an upgrada-
tion of infrastructure. All the
villages achieved ODF Plus
stats. Government vacancies,
which were otherwise a den of
corruption and favouritism
have been filled in a transpar-
ent and process driven man-
ner. Other indicators like IMR
have shown betterment. The
boost to infrastructure and
tourism has been for everyone
to see. The credit for this nat-
urally goes to the resilience of
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir, who have shown time
and again that they want only
development and are willing
to be drivers of this positive
change. Earlier, there was a
question mark on the status of
Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh.
Now, there are only exclamation
marks about record growth,
record development, record
tourist inflow.

In its verdict on 11th
December, the Supreme Court
has strengthened the spirit of
‘Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat’
- it has reminded us that what
defines us is the bonds of unity
and a shared commitment to
good governance. Today, every
child born in Jammu, Kashmir
and Ladakh is born with a clean
canvas, where he or she can
paint a future full of vibrant as-
pirations. Today, the dreams of
the people are no longer pris-
oners of the past but are pos-
sibilities of the future. After
all, development, democracy
and dignity have replaced dis-
illusionment, disappointment
and despondency.

The writer is the Prime
Minister of India.

Historic verdict

Sir, Article 370 of the Constitution was a pro-
vision that gave special status to the state
of Jammu and Kashmir, allowing it to have
its own constitution, flag, and autonomy over
most matters except defence, foreign af-
fairs, finance, and communications. It was
drafted in Part XXI of the Constitution ti-
tled “Temporary, Transitional and Special
Provisions” and was considered a tempo-
rary measure until the state’s constituent
assembly decided its fate. On 5 August 2019,
the Government of India issued a
Presidential Order superseding the 1954
order that defined the application of the
Indian Constitution to Jammu and Kashmir,
and making all the provisions of the Indian
Constitution applicable to the state. A fur-
ther order on 6 August made all the clauses
of Article 370 except clause 1 to be inoper-
ative, effectively abrogating the Article. In
addition, the Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation Act, 2019 was passed by the
Parliament, enacting the division of the
state into two union territories. On Monday;,
the Supreme Court delivered a unanimous
verdict upholding the validity of the
Presidential Order and the Reorganisation

Act, and rejecting the argument that Article
370 was a permanent provision.
Amarjeet Kumar, HAZARIBAGH
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MOITRA VOWS TO CONTINUE ¢

FIGHT AGAINST EXPULSION

THE TMC LEADER CONVEYED A RESOLUTE MESSAGE TO
HER CONSTITUENCY KRISHNANAGAR

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Dec 11: Recently ex-
pelled from the Lok Sabha in
the ‘cash-for-query’ case, TMC
leader Mahua Moitra conveyed
a resolute message to her con-
stituency, Krishnanagar Lok
Sabha seat, emphasising her
commitment to the ongoing bat-
tle and pledging to remain stead-
fast in the fight against perceived
injustice.

Moitra, a first-time MP, was ex-
pelled from the House Friday.

The Ethics Committee’s re-
port, which held her account-
able for accepting gifts and ille-
gal gratification, paved the way
for her expulsion.

Following a contentious debate
where Moitra was denied the op-
portunity to speak, Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Pralhad Joshi
proposed a motion to expel the
TMC member for “unethical con-
duct,” amotion that was adopted
through a voice vote.

Expressing gratitude in a video
message to her former con-

Museum dedicated
to Dalai Lama opens
in Mcleodganj

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dharamshala, Dec 11:
Congress national secretary
Sudhir Sharma Sunday inau-
. gurated a new museum dedi-
7~cated to Buddhist religious
leader the Dalai Lama in
Mcleodganj.

The Dharamshala MLA
Sharma said the museum will
begin a new chapter in the state’s
religious tourism.

The museum will contain
gifts received by the Dalai Lama,
among other things related to the
religious leader.

Sharma said tourists from
all over the world come to
Mcleodganj, which has become
the backbone of Himachal
Pradesh’s tourism.

Domestic and foreign
tourists come to visit Maa

/ Chamunda Temple,
Bajreshwari Devi Temple and
Jwalaji Mata Temple, which
has given a boost to religious
tourism. He added that work
on the Dharamshala smart
city project is being expedited.

stituency, Moitra thanked her
supporters and party activists for
their unwavering support.

“I want to thank all the resi-
dents of Krishnanagar and party
workers for supporting me and
standing by me from the core of

my heart. I am your daughter; I
am the daughter of the soil. I
will be with all of you as long as
you want me,” she said.

“I am here to win this fight.
This is a fight we will win. T will
not leave the battleground,” she
asserted in a video circulated
Sunday.

Moitra moved the Supreme
Court Monday challenging her
expulsion from the Lok Sabha,
after the House adopted the re-
port of its Ethics Committee
that held her guilty of accepting
gifts and illegal gratification
from a businessman to further
his interests.

According to TMC sources,
the party leadership has affirmed
Moitra's candidacy for the
Krishnanagar seat in the 2024
Lok Sabha polls.

Additionally, she has been re-
cently entrusted with the re-
sponsibility of fortifying the
party’s organisation in Nadia
district ahead of the upcoming
elections, underscoring the
party’s unwavering support.

Bengal govt to take over some
closed tea gardens in state

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Kolkata, Dec 11: The West
Bengal government is consid-
ering taking over some closed tea
gardens in Jalpaiguri district
to provide renewed income for
their workers, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee announced
Monday.

Addressing a public rally at
Banarahat in Jalpaiguri, she
said that in the initial stage, six
such closed tea gardens in the dis-
trict will be taken over by the
state government.

On the occasion, Banerjee
again launched a scathing at-
tack against BJP and the Union
government over the non-pay-
ment of central dues under dif-
ferent Centrally-sponsored proj-
ects to the state government.

“The Union government is
collecting huge money under
GST from West Bengal but they
are not releasing our due share
of central funds. They spoke of
'one country, one tax'. We sup-
ported that thinking that this
system will be good for the coun-

ways deprives the state govern-
ment,” she said.

She claimed that the West
Bengal government is yet to re-
ceive Rs 7,000 crore from the
Union government as central
funds under the 100-day job
scheme under MGNREGA. “I
have sought an appointment
with the Prime Minister later
this month to discuss the is-
sues,” she added.

Banerjee also accused the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
of not fulfilling his promises
that the latter makes before every
election.

“The Prime Minister is now
promising free ration. I am sure
that the promise will not be ful-
filled after the elections are over;”
she said.

At the same time, she added
that she had fulfilled all the
promises that she made before
any election.

“The Union government
stopped the system of free ration
that was started during the Covid-
19 pandemic period. But we have
continued with that free ration,”
the Chief Minister said.
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Implemented 3 poll guarantees’

Addressing a rally at Dharamshala Police Ground to mark one year of his government, the Himachal
CM lashed out at the BJP for alleging that the government failed to implement the poll guarantees

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dharamshala/Shimla, Dec
11: Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu Monday said that acute
financial crunch and monsoon
disaster came as a major hurdle
in fulfilling the poll guarantees
but still the Congress govern-
ment implemented three major
promises.

Addressing a rally at
Dharamshala Police Ground to
mark one year of his govern-
ment, Sukhu lashed out at the
BJP for alleging that the gov-
ernment failed to implement the
poll guarantees and said that
three main guarantees, includ-
ing restoration of old pension
scheme, introducing English in
the government schools and Rs
680 crore Rajiv Gandhi start-up
scheme have been implemented,
despite acute financial crunch.

He added that three more guar-
antees would be fulfilled next
year.

The BJP Monday hit out at
the Congress government for
celebrating one year in office
and held Aakrosh rallies across
the state.

Addressing his party work-
ers and leaders at Central
Telegraph Office in Shimla, State
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
chief Rajiv Bindal asked what is
there to celebrate when there is
no achievement of the govern-
ment except for closing over
1,500 institutions.

Bindal said that over 500 per-
sons have died and thousands
have become homeless during the
monsoon disaster that wreaked
havoc in July and August.

Sukhu further said the gov-
ernment has initiated the process
to give Rs 1,500 per month to the
women in the 18 to 60 years age
bracket but natural disaster put
spokes. “Iam now declaring that
the women in Lahaul and Spiti
district would get Rs 1,500 per
month and 2.37 lakh women in the
state drawing Rs 1,100 pension per
month would get Rs 1,500 from the
next year,” he added.

The chief minister had earlier
on Himachal Day, which is ob-
served April 15, announced to pro-
vide Rs 1,500 to all the 9,000
women of Spiti above 18 years of
age from June 2023.

Taking potshots at the Centre
and state BJP leaders for not
giving adequate relief to the
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FIRST ANNIV: Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu and senior Congress leader Rajeev Shukla
being garlanded during a function to celebrate the completion of one year of government in the state, in Dharamshala,

Monday

ural disaster, Sukhu said that
neither our demand to declare the
calamity in the state as ‘National
Disaster’ was fulfilled nor were
we given a special relief package
of Rs 12,000 crore.

The chief minister said that
a plan has been chalked out to
purchase cow dung at Rs 2 per
kilo and procurement price of
milk would be increased from Rs
31toRs 37 per litre from January
next year and 20,000 jobs would
be given in one year.

He said that every Himachali
is today under a debt of Rs 1.02
lakh due to the previous BJP
government's financial mis-
management.

Sukhu added that his gov-
ernment would keep the foun-
dation of self-sufficient Himachal
Pradesh and also bring changes
in the system.

Meanwhile, Deputy Chief
Minister Mukesh Agnihotri said
that the BJP leaders have be-
come blind and cannot see de-
velopment in the state.

The government is stable and
lasting which would complete
its five-year term and no con-
spiracy to destabilise the gov-

added.

Congress MP and party's
Himachal Pradesh in-charge
Rajiv Shukla lambasted the rul-
ing BJP at the Centre for dis-
crimination with the state.

“Why discrimination with
Himachal, which the prime min-
ister claimed to be his second
home...The Union government
has not even given Rs 12 let go of
Rs 12,000 crore special package
as sought by the state govern-
ment,” said Shukla.

“Where was the PM when the
people at his home (HP) were
facing disaster?” he asked tak-
ing a jibe at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi stating that he
would only be spotted during
the elections.

Himachal Pradesh Congress
chief and Mandi MP Pratibha
Singh on her part said that after
implementing the old pension
scheme, the state government
was moving towards providing
Rs 1,500 to the women per month
but the monsoon disaster struck
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and life went haywire in the
state.

“We would fulfil our prom-
ise,” she asserted.

Singh said, “Iam upset that de-
spite meeting Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during the
Parliament Session and asking
him to declare calamity in -
Himachal Pradesh as a national
disaster on the pattern of Bhuj
and Kedarnath disasters, he ig-
nored my plea and did not even
help us financially.”

“We could not give pace to
work in the past one year but
Kkeep faith in us that we would ful-
fil all the promises in the next
four years and have started pro-
viding employment to the youth,”
she added.

The posters and banners high-
lighting the Congress govern-
ment's achievements in the past
one year adorned Dharamshala
and the people clad in traditional
costumes were seen dancingto -~
the tunes of their folk music -~
outside the venue.

try. The Union government al-

state during the worst ever nat-

HC suggests PPP model for tram services in Kolkata

TRAM SERVICES STARTED IN 1873 AS HORSE-DRAWN CARRIAGES IN KOLKATA, THE THEN CAPITAL
OF BRITISH INDIA, AND ELECTRIC TRAMCARS STARTED IN THE CITY
IN 1902. THEY RUN IN ONLY A FEW ROUTES AT PRESENT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, Dec 11: The Calcutta
High Court Monday suggested
that the public-private partner-
ship (PPP) model can be used to re-
store and rejuvenate tram serv-
ices in Kolkata, the only city in the
country to still have them func-
tional.

Tram services started in 1873
}in Kolkata, the then capital of
British India, as horse-drawn car-
riages, and electric tramcars started

in the city in 1902. They run in
only a few routes at present.

Observing that world over old
tramcars have been restored, a di-
vision bench comprising Chief
Justice TS Sivagnanam and Justice
Hiranmay Bhattacharyya sug-
gested that the tramcars be aes-
thetically done up and painted in
colours that match the culture of
the city.

Provided that a proper PPP mod-
ule is created, several private play-
ers would be willing to partici-
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pate in the exercise that may be un-
dertaken by the West Bengal gov-
ernment, the court said.

This aspect can be considered by
a court-appointed committee in
its deliberations, and appropriate
recommendations made, it added.

The court said that the com-
mittee needs to consider the mod-
ernisation of tramcars and make
them appealing, and provide bet-
ter seats and lighting, which will
not only encourage office-goers
but will also act as a source of en-

tertainment.

The court adjourned the hear-
ing of the PIL seeking restoration
and rejuvenation of tram serv-
ices in the metropolis, expressing
hope that the government will
give a thought to its suggestion of
the PPP model.

The bench noted that two meet-
ings of a court-appointed com-
mittee for the rejuvenation of tram
services and preserving the cultural
heritage of Kolkata were held and
areport was submitted.

Noting that the Kolkata Police
objected to the running of trams
in several routes on the ground
that trams are very slow and causes
traffic congestion, the court said
that they are only one of the stake-
holders and their view alone can-
not be the final word.

The court noted that people have
fond memories of tram services in
Kolkata, and several youngsters are
also keen on the restoration of the
services and maintaining the rich
heritage. Holding that the objec-
tions raised by the Kolkata Police
or any other governmental au-
thority should be examined, the
court said that ways and means
have to be found as to how best
those can be addressed.

The bench said that the 18-mem-
ber committee, which has members
from various professions, should
bear in mind that it has been con-
stituted for the restoration of tram
services in the city and not otherwise.

The court noted that the police
have given a report suggesting
that tramcars can ply in the city
only in the Esplanade-Khidirpur
and the Esplanade-Nonapukur
routes.

ernment would succeed, he
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Tender Notice No. ST-OT-AMRIT-BHARAT-
06-360 Dt. 05.12.2023
VARIOUS TELECOM PASSENGER
AMENITIES (CIB & TIB) IN CONNECTION
WITH AMRIT BHARAT STATION SCHEME
(ABSS) AT MANCHESWAR (MCS),
DHENKANAL (DNKL), TALCHER (TLHR)
AND ANGUL (ANGL) STATIONS OVER

KHURDAROAD DIVISION.
AL EEITER T 5,06,05,127.86, EMD:
74,03,000/-.
|BiddinE itin date: 13.12.2023,
HLEL R EIC W ot 1100 hrs. of
27.12.2023.
No manual offers sent by PostiCourier/Fax or
in person shall be accepted against such
e-tenders even if these are submitted on firm's
letter head and received in time. All such
manual offers shall be considered invalid and
shall be rejected summarily without any
consideration.
Complete information including e-tender
documents of the above e-tender is available
inwebsite www.ireps.gowv.in
Note : The prospective tenderers are advised
to revisit the website 15 (Fifteen) days before
the date of closing of tender to note any
changes/ comrigenda issued for this tender.
Divisional Railway Manager (Signal & Telecom),
PR-868/0/23-24 Khurda Road

Tender Notice No. S7T/ET/SBPIENGG/
2023-24, Dt.: 04.12.2023
e-Tender No. 41-eT-SDENC-SBP-23

UPKEEPING AND

MAINTENANCE OF OFFICERS REST
HOUSE AT RAILNAGAR, OFFICERS REST
HOUSE AT STATION BUILDING AND
SUBORDINATE REST HOUSE AT
SECTOR-AIN SAMBALPUR FORAPERIOD
OF 24 MONTHS.
Security: T 1,63,400/-, Cost of tender form:
T 5,900/, Completion Period for the work: 24
months.
29.12.2023.
No manual offers sent by PostiCourier/Fax or
in person shall be accepled against such
e-tenders even if these are submitted on fim's
letter head and received in time. All such
manual offers shall be considered invalid and
shall be rejected summarly without any
consideration.
Complete information including e-tender
documents of the above e-tender is available
inwebsite www.ireps.gov.in
Note : The prospective tenderers are advised
to revisit the website 15 (fifteen) days before
the date of closing of tender to note any
changes/ corrigenda issued for this tender.

Divisional Railway Manager (Engg.),

PR-871/0/23-24 Sambalpur

Tl /. €1.Ue. - 33004/99 m REGD. NO. D.L.-33004/99
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MINISTRY OF ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 14th August, 2023

5.0. 3645(E).- in exercise of powers conferred by sub-section (1) of
section 3A of the National Highways Act, 1956 (48 of 1956) (hereinafter
referred to as the said Act), the Central Government, after being satisfied
that for the public purpose, the land, the brief description of which is
given in the Schedule below, is required for building (widening/two lane
with paved shoulder/four laning etc.), maintenance, management and
operation of NH-16 in the stretch of land from Km. 98 to Km. 111 (office
of the Tahasildar, Bhandaripokhari, AtPo/PS- Bhandaripokhari, Dist-
Bhadrak, Pin-756120, Odisha) in the village(s) namely, Dakshinabar-42
& Chingudipur-2/1 in the District of Bhadrak in the state of Odisha,
hereby declares its intention to acquire such land.

Any person interested in the said land may, within twenty-one days from
the date of publication of this notification in the Official Gazette, object
to the use of such land for the aforesaid purpose under sub-section (1)
of section 3C of the said Act.

Every such objection shall be made to the Competent Authority,
namely, Tahasildar, Bhandaripokhari in writing and shall set out the
grounds thereof and the Competent Authority shall give the objector an
opportunity of being heard, either in person or by a legal practitioner,
and may, after hearing all such objection and after making such further
enquiry, if any, as the Competent Authority thinks necessary, by order,
either allow or disallow the objections.

Any order made by the Competent Authority under sub-section (2) of
section 3C of the said Act. shall be final.

The land plans and other details of the land to be acquired under their
notification are available and can be inspected by the interested person
at the aforesaid office of the Competent Authority

SCHEDULE

Brief Description of the land to be acquired with or without
structures falling NH-16 in the stretch of land from Km. 98 to Km.
111 in the village(s) of Dakshinabar-42 & Chingudipur-2/1 in the
district of Bhadrak in the state of Odisha.
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File Number: NHAI/BOT/11012/58/2005/Pt./LA/NH-16/3A
District: Bhadrak
https:/legazette.gov.in

Publication date, 14 August 2023
https:/legazette.gov.infWriteReaDdata/2023/248127 .pdf
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An Israeli soldier looks on from a Merkava tank while Sikkim Chief Minister Prem Singh Tamang receives Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama upon the
operating in a location in Gaza latter’s arrival in East Sikkim after 13 years

A serviceman watches debris of houses ruined in the Russian Damaged vehicles and homes sit in the aftermath of storms in the West Creek Farms neighbourhood in Clarksville, Tenn. Central Tennessee
missile attack in Kyiv, Ukraine residents and emergency workers are continuing the clean-up
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Devotees take groundnuts after a special ‘puja’ during the annual Kadalekai
Parishe (groundnut fair), at Basavanagudi in Bangalore

Pro-Palestinian demonstrators display signs during a protest in Mansfield, Mass., held to call for a ceasefire in the war in Gaza A vendor sells Kangri (traditional firepot) on a cold winter morning at Lal Chowk in Srinagar  Reuters/ap/PTI PHOTOS
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national

‘ ‘ We have been demanding in SOREN GETS FRESH SUMMONS F

Parliament that when will you ]
restore the statehood. Inside Parliament, The Enforcement Directorate (ED)
has issued a fresh summons to

(Home Minister) Amit Shah was saying

with great conviction that we will reclaim Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, so they Soren for questioning in a money-
should tell us when will they reclaim PoK. laundering case linked to an

Elelgtl;o?s W|I|Il_con||e and go but reclaim alleged land scam Tuesday, —
oK before this election official sources said — d 1) S
ADHIR RANJAN CHOWDHURY | CONGRESS LEADER ' v 1 ¢
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More than
‘ 12,000 newly-
manufactured
train coaches have
digital display boards
containing
information such as
forthcoming station, destination and
running status, among others

ASHWINI VAISHNAW I RAILWAY MINISTER
the global

‘ strike

demanding a
ceasefire in Gaza to
stop the massacre of
the Palestinian ‘
people and their children today, the
11th of December, 2023. We must all
raise our voices against the

horrific injustice being

perpetrated against them

PRIYANKA GANDHI VADRA |

CONGRESS LEADER
‘ have declared
themselves as
number one through
false propaganda
should also get the
elections done
through the ballot paper as is done in
the countries, which are number one
in the world

Participate in

Those who

AKHILESH YADAV | SP PRESIDENT

BJP to announce
Rajasthan CM today

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

}Jaipur, Dec 11: The newly
elected BJP MLAs in Rajasthan
will meet here Tuesday to for-
mally pick the next chief min-
ister of the state, ending days of
suspense after the party won
the assembly elections.

“The meeting of the BJP
Legislature Party has been called
at 4 pm on Tuesday at the BJP
state office. Registration of all
newly elected MLAs of the BJP
will start at 1.30 pm,” BJP state
general secretary and MLA
Bhajanlal Sharma said.

He said all newly elected MLAs
have been asked to compulso-
rily attend the meeting. Defence
}Minister Rajnath Singh, who

has been appointed as observer
by the party, and the two co-ob-
servers -- national vice presi-

dent Saroj Pandey and national
general secretary Vinod Tawde
--will be present at the meeting,
BJP leader in charge for
Rajasthan Arun Singh told re-
porters.

When asked about the possi-
bility of a Dalit leader being
chosen as the CM, Singh said,
“Everything will be revealed to-
morrow.” Former chief minister
Vasundhara Raje and Union
ministers Arjun Ram Meghwal,
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat and
Ashwini Vaishnaw are said to be
in the running for the CM's post
in Rajasthan, one of three states
that the BJP won in the recent
elections.

The MLAs were informed
Monday about the meeting of
the legislature party, where the
BJP's central leadership will
make known its choice for the
post, nine days after the results
of the November 25 elections
came in. The BJP won 115 seats
out of the 199 where polling took
place. Polling was postponed in
one constituency due to the death
of a candidate.

Earlier, BJP MLA Jogeshwar
Garg said the observers will hold
one-on-one talks with the MLAs
before the meeting to formally
elect the legislature party leader;
or the CM-designate. When asked
about the new legislators who
met former chief minister
Vasundhara Raje at her home
Monday, Kirodi Lal Meena said
17 MLAs visited him as well
after the results and this should
not be seen as lobbying. Meena
resigned from the Rajya Sabha
after his election as an MLA.

Several MLAs have called on
former Raje in recent days in
what was seen as a show of sup-
port, amid speculation over what
the party will decide. She also met
party leaders in Delhi.

omen empowerment is
undeniably the key to-
wards building a strong

and developed nation. It becomes
all the more purposeful when
women prosper economically
and contribute to rural pros-
perity. NAMO Drone Didi, an
initiative announced by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
November 30, 2023, during in-
teraction with beneficiaries in
Vikasit Bharat Sankalp Yatra,
aims to provide drones to 15,000
women Self Help Groups (SHGs)
for providing rental services to
farmers for agriculture pur-
poses. It is an excellent example
of harnessing technological in-
novation to empower the rural
women to usher in a new era of
rural prosperity. This multifac-
eted scheme effectively addresses
the need to modernize our agri-
cultural practices and increase
agricultural productivity by
placing cutting edge technology
in the hands of rural women.
This makes them the epicentre
of the rural economy and spear-
heading the new agricultural
revolution.

The emergence of innovative
new liquid fertilizers like Nano
Urea and Nano DAP with foliar
application has thrown up the
need for development of effi-
cient fertigation system. Only
the Prime Minister could have
envisioned such a brilliant idea
of putting the drone technology

Mansukh Mandaviya

in the hands of the women pilots
from Self Help Groups.

Though India is the second
largest producer of fertilizers, it
is also the second largest im-
porter of fertilizers due to in-
adequate availability of natu-
ral resources -- gas, phosphatic
and potassic minerals, etc. To
overcome this dependence on
imports, the government has fa-
cilitated revival of several closed
down fertilizer units and en-
couraged setting up of new fer-
tilizer units under Atmanirbhar
Bharat’ scheme. These steps
have successfully protected the
Indian farmers from the price
volatility of fertilizers in the in-
ternational markets. By means
of fertilizer subsidies, the gov-
ernment has been able to en-
sure that adequate quantities of
fertilizers are made available to
farmers at the right price at the
right time.

The COVID pandemic and the

recent global geo-political situ-
ation posed some of the tough-
est challenges when the fertilizer
prices soared world over to never
before heights. We decided to
convert these challenges into
opportunities. The government
encouraged indigenous research
for development of alternate fer-
tilizers, the outcome of which is
the path breaking liquid nano fer-
tilizers. The next challenge to
this new invention was to de-
velop an efficient fertigation
system. That is where the emerg-
ing drone technology provided
an answer.

Emergence of Kisan Drones
has opened up immense possi-
bilities towards revolutioniz-
ing the agricultural practices.
The conventional system of
spraying pesticides and liquid
fertilizers through hand held
back strapped pumps is not only
time consuming and cumber-
some but is also fraught with
many dangers from the poi-
sonous reptiles and lurking wild
animals in the fields. The au-
tomation of the spraying system
by means of agri drones pro-
vides a time saving and effi-
cient application system. The
need for Kisan Drones has
opened up a whole new gamut
of opportunities for the young
startups to fulfill their aspira-
tions. Drone manufacturing ac-
tivity has created tremendous
employment opportunities for

the youth of the country. Going
further, this new field will also
create opportunities for rural
women pilots, mechanics, and
spare part dealers.

I am of the firm belief that
women empowerment is a pre-
requisite for achieving the con-
cept of ‘Vikasit Bharat’. The
NAMO Drone Didi Scheme pro-
vides new work opportunities
to women so as to make them the
backbone of the rural economy.
This will go a long way in mak-
ing our agrarian family culture
more equitable and stronger. A
woman drone pilot can play a
vital role in increasing the agri-
cultural productivity and effi-
ciency. The application of pes-
ticides and liquid fertilizers
through drones will not only
save the physical toil and hard-
ship to the farmers but will also
be quicker and save precious
time which can be utilized for
more productive work.

The NAMO Drone Didi scheme
will definitely be a gamechanger.
It will usher in a new chapter of
women empowerment and ef-
fectively address multiple issues
by providing an opportunity to
the rural women to be at the
center stage of the economic ac-
tivity and rural prosperity.

The writer is Union
Minister for Chemicals and
Fertilisers and Health and
Family Welfare
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Belagavi (Karnataka), Dec
11: A woman was allegedly as-
saulted, paraded naked and tied
to an electric pole in a village in
this district, after her son eloped
with a girl who was to get en-
gaged with someone else, police
said Monday.

On getting to know about the
girl's act, her family members at-
tacked his house in new
Vantamuri village, damaging it.
They are then said to have
dragged his mother away, pa-
raded her naked and tied her to
an electricity pole, they said.

The police, who rushed to the
spot and set her free, have ar-
rested seven persons in con-
nection with the incident, and are
investigating the matter.
Additional forces have been de-
ployed to avoid any untoward
incident.

Belagavi Police Commissioner
Siddramappa said both the 24-
year-old Ashok and 18-year-old

Priyanka belonging to the same
community and from the same
village were in love. At around
12:30 am on Monday, they left
the village.

Angered by this, the girl's par-
ents and relatives barged into
his house, and treated his mother
inhumanly, police said. "On get-
ting the information at 4 am,
our Police Sub Inspector visited
the village, followed by other
senior officials, and seven peo-
ple have been arrested," he said,
adding that a case has been reg-
istered in Kakati police station.
Commenting on the incident,
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
said, "strict action will be taken
against those who have com-
mitted the offence.”

Terming the incident "ex
tremely inhuman",
Siddaramaiah, later in a post
on 'X', said: "This has made the
whole society bow their head in
shame. Our government will not
tolerate such heinous acts for
any reason."

Letter No. 4824

OFFICE OF THE

MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, DHENKANAL

DHENKANAL (ODISHA), PIN - 759001
E-mail: dhenkanalm.hud@gmail.com

QUOTATION CALL NOTICE

Date: 08.12.2023)

Art 370 verdict: Life
as usual in Kashmir

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Srinagar/Jammu, Dec 11: There
were celebrations across Jammu
Monday but life went on as usual in
Srinagar and other district head-
quarters in the Kashmir Valley as the
Supreme Court upheld the Centre's
decision to abrogate Article 370 and re-
organise Jammu and Kashmir into

two Union territories.

Shops and business establishments
opened in Srinagar and elsewhere as
per usual while public transport also
plied normally; in sharp contrast to what
was witnessed on August 5, 2019, when
the Centre moved to scrap Jammu

Security personnel at Lal Chowk after the
Supreme Court upheld the Centre's decision
to abrogate Article 370 of the Constitution,
in Srinagar, Monday

and Kashmir's special status. There was

radio silence from Kashmir that day.

The scenes in Jammu -- the winter
-- were different Monday as
several organisations held events to cel-
ebrate the top court ruling and lauded

capital

it as a momentous decision.

In the summer capital, municipal
workers were seen going about their
work in the morning and tourists were
busy clicking photographs at Lal Chowk
in the city centre as taxis that ply between
Srinagar and Jammu queued up at the

tourist reception centre.

Shop owners along the upmarket
Residency Road were seen lifting the
shutters, unmindful of the fact that the
top court of the country was scheduled
to deliver the verdict on petitions chal-
lenging the abrogation of Article 370.

Muntazir Muzamil, a trader, said,
"The verdict has been pronounced by
the Supreme Court and there's no
point debating it now. For the past 35
years, Kashmir has seen only vio-
lence... Now, we are hopeful that the pace
of development happening in Kashmir

won't slow down."

"The situation should remain peace-
ful. What else can a common man ex-
pect? We have to think of our future.
Whatever happened has happened, it
can't be undone now," he added.

VD Sai to take oath Wednesday

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Although there were more uniformed
men on the streets in the morning, the
numbers were not large enough to
rouse any apprehensions. There were
no concertina wires or special barricades
erected on the roads to check the move-
ment of people.

In Jammu, organisations like the
Dogra Front Shiv Sena (DFSS),
Rashtriya Bajrang Dal and the West
Pakistan Refugees hosted events to
celebrate the top court verdict. Led
by DFSS chairman Ashok Gupta, scores
of DFSS activists carrying national flags
and pictures of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi gathered in the Rani
Park area. They danced to the beat of
drums and dholaks and distributed
sweets.

Reacting to the SC verdict, Gupta
said, "It was the last nail in the coffin
of Article 370. We are pleased with
the decision. Article 370 is now con-
clusively laid to rest." Rashtriya
Bajrang Dal president Rakesh Kumar
organised several events as well."The
SC upheld the government's decision.
Celebrations took place when Article
370 was abrogated. Today, with this de-
cision, there is widespread happiness
in Jammu and Kashmir and the coun-
try," he said.

Parliament passes 2 J&K Bills

New Delhi: Parliament Monday passed two Bills related to
Jammu and Kashmir as Rajya Sabha cleared them with a
voice vote, with Home Minister Amit Shah assuring the
country that the beginning of a "new and developed
Kashmir" that will be free from terrorism has been made
under Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The two bills - JK
Reorganisation (Amendment) Bill and JK Reservation
(Amendment) Bill - seek to nominate two members from
the Kashmiri migrant community and one representing the
displaced persons from Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK)
to the legislative assembly, besides providing reservation
to certain communities in Jammu and Kashmir. They were
passed by Lok Sabha last week. The home minister said the
two Bills related to Jammu and Kashmir brought by the
government would give justice to those deprived of their
rights for the last 75 years and asserted that reservation to
the displaced people would give them a voice in the
legislature. He also alleged that Jammu and Kashmir
suffered due to the "mistakes" of first Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru and listed decisions like the "untimely"
ceasefire and taking the Kashmir issue to the United
Nations among them.

OFFIC E OF THE

DIVISIONAL HIIIEST OFFIGER, ATHMALLIK FOREST DIVISION

At/P.O.: Athmallik, Dist.: Angul - 759125
E-mail: dfoathmallikt@gmail.com, Tel.: 06763-254008, Mob.: +91-9437004236

NOTIFICATION

No. MM-360: This is for information of all concerned that the following|
Forest Roads of Athmallik Forest Division in Angul District shall remain
closed to traffic on Dt.30.12.2023 from Zero hour to 24 hours in
accordance with Rule 284 of Odisha Forest Department Code 1979. The/
movement of traffic on the date and time specified above will be treated|
as violation of Section 26 of Odisha Forest Act, 1972 and hence will be
liable for prosecution.

LIST OF FOREST ROADS OF ATHMALLIK DIVISION

3:;_ Name of Forest Road Forest Range Lerz:\ n
1 |Jadupur to Daruha Athmallik 10.5
2 |Khadarapada to Ketakijharan Athmallik 2
3 |Khadarapada to ketakijharan Madhapur 10
4 |Girida to Lenkedachhida Madhapur 13
5 |Dhandatopa to Bipradiha Dhandatopa 26
6 |Girida to Lenkedachhida Dhandatopa 12
7 |Bipradiha - Dandapathar Dhandatopa 3
8 |Kamrei-Udol-Dimiridihi Handapa 23
9 |Handapa to Gundurijharan Handapa 15
10 |Udal - Khola Handapa 5
11_|Haripur-Dimiridihi-Pathargarh Bamur 22
12 |Phulamba to Purunapani Bamur 4
13 |Pathargarh - Sureswari Bamur 4

Total 149.5

Sd./- (Sri Santosh Kumar Koppula, IFS)
Divisional Forest Officer
Athmallik Division

OIPR-08125/11/0014/2324

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (AGRIL.), KORAPUT DIVISION, JEYPORE

Email Id: eeagril.koraput@gmail.com

INVITATIONS FOR BIDS THROUGH e-Procurement

No. 4030

Raipur, Dec 11: Chhattisgarh's Chief Minister-des-
ignate and BJP leader Vishnu Deo Sai will take oath
along with his cabinet colleagues December 13 at
a ceremony in Raipur in the presence of Prime 1 5
Minister Narendra Modi and other dignitaries, it [

was announced Monday.

Besides Sai (59), who will be the BJP's first tribal a)
CM, his council of ministers will also be sworn-in b)
at the ceremony, an official release said. As per
constitutional norms, Chhattisgarh, which has a d)
90-member assembly; can have a maximum of 13 min- e)

isters, including the CM.

The swearing-in ceremony will be held at Science | |
College Ground in the state capital at 2 pm, the re-
lease issued by the state public relations department h)
said. Besides Modi, Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, BJP president JP Nadda, Union minister
Mansukh Mandaviya, party's Chhattisgarh in-
charge Om Mathur and CMs of some other states
will be present at the function, it said.

Date: 08.12.2023

Bid Identification No./e-Procurement Notice No. E.E. (Agril), Koraput Division, Jeypore - 06/2023-24

No. L-179: The Executive Engineer (Agril.), Koraput Division, Jeypore on behalf of Governor of Odisha invites
Percentage Rate Bids in Single Cover system for the works as detailed in table below.

email with the tender paper).

tendersorissa.gov.in.

OIPR-01472/11/0006/2324

Sl. | Mos. of the Work/ | Estimated Cost Cost of Bid EMD Class of | Period of

No. Nature of Work (Rs. in Lakh) |Documents (in Rs.) Contractor| Completion
3 4 5 6 T

01 12 (Twelve) Nos. of Rs.05.80 Lakh to Rs.4000/- to 1% On C&D 90 days to

Civil Works Rs.18.09 Lakhs Rs.6000/- | Estimated Cost | 180 Days

The bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only.

The website for “Online Bidding” is http:/ftendersorissa.gov.in.

c) Bid documents will be available in above website from date 13.12.2023 at 10.00 AM. to Date 19.12.2023 upto
5.30 P.M. for “Online Bidding".

Date of original bid document submission from Dt.13.12.2023 at 10.00 A.M. to Date: 21.12.2023 upto 5.30 P.M.
Bids shall be opened at 11.00 AM. on Dt.22.12.2023.

f) The Tender Paper cost will be deposited in shape of Bank Draft in favour of Executive Engineer (Agril.), Koraput
Division, Jeypore payable at Jeypore.

The EMD amount will be deposited in shape of Bank TDR duly pledged with Executive Engineer (Agril.), Koraput
Division, Jeypore by the awarded contractor only.

Henceforth all the correspondence will be made to the contractor/bidder through e-mail only (please quote your

The bidder must possess matching class compatible Digital Signature Certificate (DSC).
Further details and other terms and conditions can be seen from DTCN in the e-Procurement website www.

N.B.: Subsequent Corrigendum/Addendum if required shall be available in the website as indicated above.

Sd./- Executive Engineer (Agril.), Koraput Division, Jeypore

No. C-2062: Sealed quotations are invited from Authorised Firms/Dealers/Suppliers/
[Manufacturers for “Supply of Laboratory Chemicals and Glassware for Faecal Sludge
Treatment Plant of Dhenkanal Municipality”. The rate to be quoted shall be inclusive
of the installation, handling and transportation delivery charges (exclusive of GST)
as per the list attached in Annexure-A. The quotationer are essentially required to
enclose their GST Registration Certificate, PAN Card, Firm Registration Certificate
etc. The quotationer shall be required to produce the original copy of the required
document before the undersigned at the time of opening of Quotation. The sealed
quotation should be superscribed on the cover as “Quotation for Supply of Laboratory
Chemicals and Glassware for Faecal Sludge Treatment Plant of Dhenkanal
|Municipality™. A detailed list of Chemical requirements can be downloaded from the
official website (http://www.dhenkanalmunicipality.com).
The quotation will be received on or before Dt.19.12.2023 at 5.00 PM. on Speed
Post/Registered Post/By Hand and the same will be opened on Dt.20.12.2023 at 4.00
P.M. in the presence of respective quotationers or their authorized representatives.
The authority reserves the right to reject any or all the quotations without assigning
any reasons thereof.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS
1. Only eligible authorized firms can participate in the tender. Supporting proof to be
submitted during purchase of quotation schedule.

2. Valid PAN Card/GSTIN Registration must be attached with the Quotation Paper.

Sd.-E Officer, Dhenk I Municipality

OIPR-13146/11/00 35.‘2324]

OFFICE OF THE
PURI MUNICIPALITY, PURI

Letter No. 11351 Dated. 08.12.23
RFP FOR EMPANELMENT OF INDEPENDENT
ARTISTS, ART EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTES,
NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANISATIONS TO

UNDERTAKE PUBLIC ART WORKS,

WALL PAINTING, STREET ART AND MURALS
No. C-2061:- Sealed Request for Proposals (RFP) are
invited from reputed independent artists, art educational
institutes, Non-government Organizations to undertake
public art works, wall painting, street art and murals
for beautification of Puri City in view of inauguration
of “Parikrama Marga of Shree Jagannath Temple”.
The details of Terms & Conditions can be downloaded
from the website www.purimunicipality.nic.in &
www.puri.nic.in. The terms & conditions & Technical
specifications shall be submitied to the Office of the
Executive Officer, Puri Municipality, Puri on or before
18.12.2023 at 4 P.M. through Speed Post/ Regd. Post/
Courier only. The tenders will be opened on 18.12.2023
at 05 P.M. in the office chamber of the Executive Officer,
Puri Municipality, Puri.

The authority reserves the right to reject any or all
the tenders without assigning any reason thereof.
Sd./- Executive Officer
Puri Municipality, Puri

. . 223088 L T O

OIPR-13159/11/0036/2324

The Odisha Small Industries Corporation Ltd.
(A Government of Odisha Undertaking) @ b
(An 150:9001:2008 certified Govt. Company) |%.; @_
Ind ial Estate, Madhupatna, CUTTACK - 753 010. Odisha.
Tel No. : 0671-2341204 ,2342816 Fax : 0671-2341875/2342561
e-mail: osicltd@gmail.com, csicmd@gmail.com, website: osicitd.in
No.CAD-3227 0SIC GST No. 21AAACO2101MAZ1
e-Procurement Notice for Building works
Tender Notice No.6354 Date: 11.12.2023
Identification No. On line Bidding OSIC/Constn./2023-2024/007
(A)1.Name of the work . Construction of Biju Sabha Gruha,
Library cum skilled training center
At Nuapada in Cuttack District of
Odisha.
: 01 No.
Rs.1,48,62,956/-(approx)
: A & B Class as per eligibility
Criteria online.
. Twelve calendar months.

2.Total No of work
3. Estimated cost
4 Class of Contractor

5.Period of completion

B) Other details

Procurement
online

Bid
Identifi
-cation
No

Date &
time of
opening of
Tender in
0/0O MD
OSIC Ltd.,
Cuttack
26.12. 27.12.2023
2023 at
11.00 AM

Availability of
tender
online for bidding

From To

MD OsIC
Ltd., Cuttack.

007 of
2023-
2024

11.12.
2023

Further  details can be seen from the website
www.tendersodisha.gov.infwww.osicltd.in  .Any amendment
corrigendum, cancellation or re-tender may please be referred to
the website.

Sd/-

OIPR-14073/11/0082/2324 GENERAL MANAGER(O)
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internationa d’.

Itis already the
‘ sixth straight

day that we
don’t know where
Alexei is and what is

happening to him
KIRA YARMYSH | RUSSIAN WRITER

We will do our
‘ best to get the

International
Criminal Court to

punish [Israel] for
this genocide

RECEP TAYYIP ERDOGAN |
PRESIDENT OF TURKEY

Everything that
‘ can be in the

hands of the
private sector will be
in the hands of the
private sector

JAVIER GERARDO MILEI |
ARGENTINE POLITICIAN

SHORT TAKES

B Snow blankets
northern China

Beijing: Overnight snowfall
across much of northern China
prompted road closures and
the suspension of classes and
train service Monday. A red
alert for a blizzard was in
effect until mid-morning in
Zhengzhou, the capital of
Henan province, and schools
were closed there and in two
other cities in Henan. The
Zhengzhou airport was also
closed until 11 a.m. A total of
134 road sections in 12
provinces, including 95 on
highways, were closed as of 7
am because of snowfall and
icy conditions, CCTV said.

.......................................

M Bilawal moves SC

Islamabad: Pakistan People's
Party chairman and ex-foreign
minister Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
Monday approached the
Supreme Court for live streaming
of proceedings on a case
seeking to revisit the
controversial death sentence
given to the party founder and
former premier Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto. In March 1978, a four-
member bench of Lahore High
Court had given the death
sentence to Bhutto, which was
later challenged in the Supreme
Court. In a four to three split
verdict, a seven-judge apex
court bench upheld the
sentence during the military
regime of the then-army chief
Gen Ziaul Haq in March 1979.

bb

SUNAK APOLOGISES

British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak on

& I’Iltt_ake ﬁﬁropriate Monday apologised to the families who
action at : et' ‘ lost loved ones in the COVID-19 pandemic | £
appropriate time to as he opened his evidence to an ongoing
restore public trust

and to avoid delays in
national politics
FUMIO KISHIDA | JAPAN’S PM

public inquiry in a tough week, which will §
also see him tackle a feared revolt over a
parliamentary vote on his Rwanda policy

to deport illegal migrants B
N S I S

New COP28 draft

Israel battles militants in Gaza

AGENCIES

Rafah (Gaza Strip), Dec 11:
Israeli forces battled Palestinian
militants in Gaza’s two largest
cities Monday, with civilians
still trapped in the fighting even
after hundreds of thousands
have fled to other parts of the be-
sieged territory.

Residents said there was heavy
fighting in and around the south-
ern city of Khan Younis, where
Israeli ground forces opened a
new line of attack last week,
and battles were still underway
in parts of Gaza City and the
urban Jabaliya refugee camp in
northern Gaza, where large areas
have been reduced to rubble.

In central Gaza, an Israeli
airstrike overnight flattened
a residential building where
some 80 people were staying
in the Maghazi refugee camp,
residents said.

Ahmed al-Qarah, a neighbor
who was digging through the
rubble for survivors, said he
knew of only six people who
made it out. “The rest are under
the building,” he said.

Several of the dead were
brought to a nearby hospital,
where their loved ones could be
seen sobbing and holding fu-
neral prayers.

In Khan Younis, Radwa Abu
Frayeh saw heavy Israeli strikes
overnight around the European
Hospital, where the UN
Humanitarian office says tens of

Morawiecki’s govt
loses confidence vote

Warsaw: Polish Prime Minister
Mateusz Morawiecki's government
lost a confidence vote in parliament
Monday, ending the rule of his
national conservative party after
eight years in power. The vote
paves the way for the majority in
parliament to elect Donald Tusk, a
centrist and former EU leader, as
Prime Minister, a role he held
already from 2007-2014. The
lawmakers plan to tap him later
Monday. Morawiecki's government
was defeated 266-190 in the 460-
seat lower house. The vote was a
key step in a power transition that
began Monday in the Polish
parliament, where the outgoing
national conservative leaders
made their farewell statements as a
majority of lawmakers prepared to
elect Tusk. The power transition,
two months since Poles turned out
in huge numbers to vote for
change, was delayed for weeks by
the president, who chose to keep
his political allies in office as long
as possible.

Israeli soldiers stand by a truck packed with bound and blindfolded Palestinian
detainees, in Gaza. Israeli forces have been rounding up Palestinians in
northern Gaza for interrogation as they search for Hamas fighters ar/pipHoTO

thousands of people have sought
shelter. She said one hit a home
close to hers late Sunday.
Hamas is believed to have suf-
fered heavy losses, but Monday
it fired a barrage of rockets that
set off sirens in Tel Aviv. One per-
son was lightly wounded, ac-
cording to the Magen David
Adom rescue service, and
Channel 12 broadcast footage of
a cratered road and damage to
cars and buildings in a suburb.
FEARS OF PERMANENT DISPLACEMENT
With very little aid allowed
into Gaza, Palestinians face se-
vere shortages of food, water
and other basic goods. Some
openly worry that Palestinians
will be forced out of the territory
altogether in a repeat of the

mass exodus from what is now
Israel during the 1948 war sur-
rounding its creation. That gave
rise to built-up and seemingly per-
manent refugee camps like
Jabaliya and Maghazi.

“Expect public order to com-
pletely break down soon, and
an even worse situation could un-
fold including epidemic diseases
and increased pressure for mass
displacement into Egypt,” UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres told a forum in Qatar
Sunday.

At the same time, it's not clear
when or if Palestinians would be
allowed to return to Gaza City
and much of the north —home
to some 1.2 million before the
war — where entire neighbor-

srael has pledged to keep

fighting until it removes Hamas
from power, dismantles its
military capabilities and returns
all of the hostages taken by
militants during Hamas’ October
7 surprise attack into Israel that
ignited the war

he US has provided

unwavering diplomatic and
military support for the
campaign, even as it has urged
Israel to minimise civilian
casualties and further mass
displacement

he war has killed thousands

of Palestinian civilians and
driven nearly 85% of the
territory’s 2.3 million people
from their homes

hoods have been flattened.
HARSH CONDITIONS IN THE SOUTH

Israel says it tries to avoid
harming civilians and blames
their deaths on Hamas, saying it
endangers residents by fighting
in dense areas and positioning
military infrastructure — in-
cluding weapons, tunnels and
rocket launchers — in or near
civilian buildings.

The military said five soldiers
were killed in a battle in south-
ern Gaza Sunday, after militants
fired at them from a school and
set off an explosive device. It
said the troops, backed by aircraft
and tanks, returned fire and
killed the militants.

Russia targets Kyiv with ballistic missiles

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Kyiv, Dec 11: Russia fired eight
ballistic missiles at Kyiv early
Monday, all of which were shot
down, Ukraine’s Air Force said.
The thwarted attack still left
one person injured by shrapnel
and three more suffered severe
stress reactions, officials said.

A series of loud explosions
rang out in Ukraine's capital
just after 4 a.m., as the city was
under its nightly curfew, fol-
lowed by air raid sirens.

Interior Minister Thor
Klymenko said that in
Darnytskyi district of eastern
Kyiv the debris of an intercepted
missile fell without catching
fire, and elsewhere in the capi-
tal the explosive wave damaged
the windows of a house.

The attack also left 120 house-
holds in the city without elec-
tricity, Ukraine’s Ministry of

Energy said. Last winter Russian
troops were deliberately tar-
geting Ukrainian energy sys-
tem causing power outages and
blackouts across the country.
Over the weekend the UK
Ministry of Defence noted that
Russia last week used its heavy
bomber fleet for the first time
since September. It predicted

the start of a more concerted
campaign aimed at degrading
Ukraine's energy infrastructure
as winter sets in.

Just over two weeks ago, Kyiv
came under what Ukrainian of-
ficials said was the most intense
drone attack since the begin-
ning of Russia's full-scale inva-
sion in 2022. Ukraine's air force
said Russia launched 75 Iranian-
made Shahed drones against the
capital, of which 74 were de-
stroyed by air defences.

Monday's attack on the capi-
tal happened as President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy was in
Argentina, where he attended
the swearing-in of the country's
new president, Javier Milei.

It was the Ukrainian leader's
first official trip to Latin America
as Kyiv continues to court sup-
port among developing nations
for its 21-month-old fight against
Russia's invading forces.

deal stops short of

fossil fuel ‘phase out’
END H)ssu FUEL

REUTERS

Dubai, Dec 11: A draft of a po-
tential climate deal at the COP28
summit Monday suggested a
range of options that countries
could take to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions, but omitted the
"phase out" of fossil fuels many
nations have demanded.

The draft will set the stage
for a final round of contentious
negotiations in the two-week
summit in Dubai, which has laid
bare deep international divi-
sions over whether oil, gas and
coal should have a place in a cli-
mate-friendly future.

COP28 President Sultan Al
Jaber urged the nearly 200 coun-
tries at the talks to redouble
their efforts to finalize a deal
ahead of the scheduled close of
the conference on Tuesday, say-
ing they "still have a lot to do".

"You know what remains to
be agreed. And you know that I
want you to deliver the highest
ambition on all items including
on fossil fuel language," he said.

U.N. Secretary General
Antonio Guterres said earlier
in the day a central benchmark
of success for COP28 would be
whether it yielded a deal to phase
out fossil fuels fast enough to
avert disastrous climate change.

The new draft of a COP28
agreement, published by the
United Arab Emirates' presi-
dency of the summit, proposed
various options but did not refer
to a "phase out" of all fossil fuels,
which had been included in a
previous draft.

Instead it listed eight options
that countries "could" use to cut
emissions, including: "reducing
both consumption and produc-

~

ARMENIA UNDER THE GUN

shocking human upheavals since

the century began took place in
the former Armenian enclave of
Nagorno-Karabakh, a small, hilly
patch of territory nestled within
Azerbaijan. After three decades of
tensions and conflict, it took just one
day in September for Azerbaijan to
seize the disputed enclave. Armenia
stood largely on the sidelines, not
strong enough to intervene, causing
Nagorno-Karabakh’s population of
some 1,20,000 ethnic Armenians to
flee en masse in one of the starkest ex-
amples of forced displacement in the
twenty-first century.

The fall of Nagorno-Karabakh did
not resolve all the problems between
Armenia and Azerbaijan. These two
neighbors have never established diplo-
matic ties and do not engage in trade,
and their citizens cannot freely visit
one another. Both countries have now
raised three generations of people
who view the other side as the enemy.

Observers fear that Azerbaijan might
be preparing another offensive, with
the goal of securing a route to its own
exclave of Nakhichevan—a region of
around 1,00,000 people that is sepa-
rated from Azerbaijan by a sliver of
Armenian territory.

Western powers have tried to put
pressure on Azerbaijan by signaling
that its reluctance to return to talks may
cost it bilateral trade deals and other
planned projects. But it could simply
decide that the battlefield is once again
preferable to the negotiating table,
flexing its superior military muscle in
pursuit of its growing ambitions.

The conflict over the status of
Nagorno-Karabakh has flared peri-
odically for around a century, but it be-
came deadlier in the wake of the col-

I n late September, one of the most

Azerbaijani troops parade in the formerly Armenian enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh reuters

lapse of the Soviet Union, when
Armenia and Azerbaijan reemerged
as independent states. Competing ter-
ritorial claims and interethnic ten-
sions led to the first Nagorno-Karabakh
war in the early 1990s, which the
Armenian side won decisively.

SWORD OF DAMOCLES

Tens of thousands of displaced peo-
ple have spent the last two months in
search of new homes in Armenia.
Few of these refugees believe that the
war is over. During my travels to these
border areas in recent weeks, almost
everyone I spoke with feared the break-
out of afresh war.

Armenia has every reason to be
worried. A new conflict over the south-
ern part of the country would in mil-
itary terms closely resemble the recent
Nagorno-Karabakh operation, but on
abigger scale and with the added sig-
nificance of occurring on what is in-
disputably the sovereign territory of

another state. It would take mere
hours for Azerbaijanitroops
to seize much of Armenia’s
critical infrastructure, ,
particularly in the /
country’s southern ,
regions, leading to /
the major displace- |

) WAR
~~ BETWEEN THE
TWO NEIGHBOURS
STARTED DURING THE
COLLAPSE OF THE SOVIET
UNION, OF WHICH BOTH
COUNTRIES HAD BEEN A PART

Arch-foes Armenia and
Azerbaijan have said they
will exchange prisoners of

war and work towards

normalising relations, a
breakthrough that has been
hailed internationally

Azerbaijani troops there have forti-
fied their positions on the mountains
overlooking an uninhabited gorge
through which a road passes to
Azerbaijan’s exclave of Nakhichevan.
Military experts say that Azerbaijani
troops would likely require just two
days to traverse the gorge, a feat that
could effectively sever the southern re-
gion of Armenia, known as Syunik,
from the rest of the country.
Armenia fears this sword of
Damocles dangling over its head.
Since fighting flared last year,
Armenia has been calling
for the withdrawal of
Azerbaijani troops from
its territory and has ad-
vanced specific propos-

ment of civilians. |

ARMENIA WON CONTROL OVER

als to limit weaponry

. |
Armenia could well ' NAGORNO-KARABAKH AND A WIDE and increase the phys-

have no alternative
but to surrender

 SURROUNDING REGION BY END-1994

ical separation between
armed forces stationed

and accept any

Azerbaijan.

One area where
Armenia is particularly
vulnerable is near Jermuk,

a once popular mountain spa
resort. In September 2022,

Azerbaijan made incursions along 120
miles of its border with Armenia,
leaving its troops deep inside the neigh-
boring country, including near Jermuk.

THIS ALSO RESULTED IN
terms proposed by ' DISPLACEMENT OF MORE THAN A
MILLION PEOPLE, INCLUDING
HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS
OF AZERBAIJANISLIVING - fi1e]s these tensions.
IN THE DISPUTED
AREA

along the border
CORRIDOR OF DISCORD
The peculiar geogra-
phy of South Caucasus

Azerbaijan’s exclave of
Nakhichevan is separated from
Azerbaijan by a narrow strip of south-
ern Armenia. Azerbaijan has long de-
manded the creation of a special route
through this territory to connect
Azerbaijan with its exclave. It has ad-

vocated a route, which it calls the
Zangezur corridor, that would run
through Armenian territory near the
border with Iran. Ultimately, that cor-
ridor would also give Azerbaijan greater
access to Turkey, which borders
Nakhichevan. The proposed route
would go through about 25 miles of
Armenian territory. In the final arti-
cle of the Russian-brokered cease-fire
deal in 2020, Armenia, Azerbaijan,
and Russia committed to establishing
special controls along this route ex-
ercised by the Russian border guards.
For its part, Azerbaijan claims it is will-
ing to discuss Armenian participa-
tion in passport and customs controls
but still insists on special security
protections, which in its view, has
thus far been offered only by Russia.

Since the deal was first brokered,
both local and foreign diplomats have
considered this topic “low-hanging
fruit” because the warring countries
had an interest in making the agree-
ment happen. Azerbaijan seeks an ad-
ditional route through Nakhichevan
to Turkey.

If Armenia and Azerbaijan do not
return to the negotiating table, a war
grows ever more likely. Over more
than 30 years of their conflict, these
two countries have been close to seal-
ing a deal many times. They failed on
every occasion, leading to greater mil-
itarization of the region, increased
tensions, new wars, and more cir-
cumscribed prospects for peace and de-
velopment. The recent events in
Nagorno-Karabakh and the exodus of
the entire Armenian population from
the enclave are tragic. But in the ab-
sence of a diplomatic solution to the
remaining issues relating to border
demarcation and the corridor, a new
war could carve up Armenia. Acencies

i » COP28 climate

i change summit

i heads into final
tretch

i » New draft deal
i suggests ‘reducing’
i use of fossil fuels

» Scraps previol
i call to ‘phase out’
coal, oil, gas

i » EU, US, islands
i urge phase out;
OPEC opposes

tion of fossil fuels, in a just, or-
derly and equitable manner so
as to achieve net zero by, before,
or around 2050".

Other actions listed included
tripling renewable energy ca-
pacity by 2030, "rapidly phasing
down unabated coal" and scaling
up technologies including those
to capture CO2 emissions to keep
them from the atmosphere.

One European diplomat told
Reuters the new text was "weak
as shit" and read like a "menu
where you can pick and choose
your dish at will".

Representatives from Pacific
island nations Samoa and the
Marshall Islands, already suf-
fering the impacts of rising seas,
said the draft was a death warrant. -
“We willnot go silently to our wa- -
tery graves. We will not accept an
outcome that will lead to devas-
tation for our country; and for mil-
lions if not billions of the most vul-
nerable people and communities,”
said John Silk, the head of the
Marshall Islands delegation.

A coalition of more than 100
countries including oil and gas pro-
ducers the United States, Canada
and Norway, as well as the
European Union and climate-vul-
nerable island nations, wanted
an agreement that included lan-
guage to phase out fossil fuels, a
feat not achieved in 30 years of the
UN summits. r

The emissions from burningfos- -
sil fuels are by far the main driver
of climate change.

Sources familiar with the dis-
cussions said the UAE had come
under pressure from Saudi Arabia,
de factoleader of the OPEC oil pro-
ducers' group of which UAE isa
member, to drop any mention of
fossil fuels from the text.

Navalny disappears
mysteriously ahead
of Presidential polls

REUTERS

London, Dec 11: Russian op-
position politician Alexei
Navalny has been removed from
the penal colony where he had
been imprisoned since the mid-
dle of last year and his current
whereabouts are not known, his
allies said Monday.

Navalny aides have been
preparing for his expected trans-
fer to a "special regime" colony,
the harshest grade in Russia's
prison system, after he was sen-
tenced in August to an additional
19 years in prison on top of 11-
1/2 years he was already serving.

Navalny's spokeswoman Kira
Yarmysh said staff at the IK-6 fa-
cility in Melekhovo, 235 km (145
miles) east of Moscow, had told
his lawyer waiting outside that
the opposition leader was no
longer among its inmates.

"Where they have taken him, -
they refuse to say," she said on E
social media platform X.

His disappearance comes at
the start of the campaign pe-
riod for a presidential election
in which Vladimir Putin con-——
firmed Friday that he would
stand for another six-year term.
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business

SPICEJET TO LIST SHARES ON NSE

No-frills airline SpiceJet Monday
said it will soon be listing its
securities on the National Stock
Exchange. Shares of the carrier,
which is navigating financial
turbulence, jumped more than 8 per
cent in the morning trade on the BSE

‘ ‘ The retail inflation is now stable

and within the notified tolerance
band of 2 per cent to 6 per cent. A steady
decline in core inflation, estimated after
removing volatile food and fuel items from
retail inflation, has been critical in
weakening the inflationary pressure in the
. Indian economy
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In India, the
‘ transition away
from coal or
Just Transition is not
happening in the
foreseeable future

BULL RALLY
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1 airlines owe over
295 crore to AAI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 11: Seven air-
lines, including Alliance Air,

Economy to grow at
7.5-8% in FY24: FICCI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Spicedet, IndiGo and Emirates, = New Delhi, Dec 11: Industry ex-
PRALHAD JOSHI | COAL AND MINES MINISTER SENSEX SCALES DCE Canent TOP a together have pending dues of  pects the economy to grow at
70K'PEAK, NIFTY L)i)ﬁ.]ﬂ‘;’],_]:]iﬂ( 4 7 GAINERS \ more than %95 crore to the  7.5to8per centinthe current fis-
: z o ; Airports Authority of India cal and 8 per cent in 2024-25 on
99"/1‘;]'0‘33‘:] CLOSES JUST SHY Pre‘g%ugggya%ose' Change % +102.93 % :m‘?rh dpement (AAI), according to the govern-  the back of strong growth mo-
mgrll:t’i)s 3251 . OF 21K ON GAINS IN — mpz‘i; gri;a ment. mentum, positive sentiments
70,050 - Other foreign airlines that  andrising private investments,
dmoer:]g;;ci)é:gh METAL’ IT SHARES 69,928.53 [ Tata Motors have pending dues are Biman  Anish Shah, newly-elected pres-
manufacturing, and - Indusind Bank Bgngladesh Airlines Litd, Brltlsh ident of the Federation Indian
for next phase of 4 PRESS TRUST OF INDIA Airways Plcand Qatar Airways, ~ Chambers of Commerce and ECONOMY ROSE 7.8% IN Q1 AND
growth companies need to export by ' TOP as per data provided to the Rajya  Industry (FICCI), said Monday. 7.6% IN 02
improving competitiveness and Mumbai, Dec 11: Equity bench- LOSERS Sabha Monday. There will, however, be geopo-
enhancing value addition mark Sensex breached a new ISF Avis Bank The figures exclude interest  litical pressure pointsthatmay =~ GROWTH RATE IN H1 WORKS OUT
milestone of 70,000 points be- and take into account only dues  have a bearing on India's growth TOBE7.7%
S KRISHNAN | SECRETARY, MINISTRY OF . . . [ -0.99 1A )
ELECTRONICS AND IT fore; clos;ng 102 points higher, S that are over 1 crore pendingfor ~ prospects, he added.
while Nifty settled just shy of : more than one year as of “We have seen great growth  western world, it will impact
the 21,000 mark Monday, driven 69,800 i | o IR Maruti Suzuki November 30, 2023. numbers so far at 7.8 per cent,  India. We see those as two major
This by gains in banking, IT and metal 08:15 1600 EEER Bajaj Finserv As per the data provided by 7.6 per cent. I expect that to  concerns,” Shah added.
‘ multipronged shares. L 77 GRAPHICS Civil Aviation Minister continue because we have got The government, he said,
approach After a gap-up opening, the 30- Jyotiraditya Scindia in a written = strong momentum. We are see-  needs to continue the momentum
reflects our share index rose to a record A decisive breakthrough government will reportoncon-  reply, three domestic carriers- ing multiple companies in-  of growth to tide over the prob-
unwavering intra-day high of 70,057.83 points. above 21,000 is necessary sumer inflation Tuesday. - Alliance Air, Spicedet and  vesting, adding capacities, some-  lems emanating from abroad.
commitment to Later; it shed some of the gains  to resume the uptrend. Until In the broader market, BSE  IndiGo together owe86.89 crore  thingthat Mahindra grouphas  Moreover, he added, many Indian

making a meaningful
impact on the environment and
paving the way for a more
sustainable future

JOHN SLAVEN | CEO, VEDANTA ALUMINIUM

SHORT TAKES

m EPFO invested
327,105cr in ETFs

New Delhi: Retirement fund
body Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO ) has
invested 27,105 crore in
exchange-traded funds (ETFs)
during the current fiscal till
October, Parliament was

to close at 69,928.53 points, show-
ingarise of 102.93 points or 0.15
per cent.

Asmany as 18 Sensex shares
closed in the green, 11 declined,
and one settled unchanged.

The broader Nifty also hit
its record trading high of
21,026.10 amid early gains in
global markets. The 50-share
index gained 27.70 points or
0.13 per cent to settle just below
the 21,000 level at 20,997.10, its
all-time closing high.

Among Sensex shares,
Ultratech Cement jumped the
most by 3.04 per cent. Nestle rose
1.3 per cent, Power Grid 1.05 per
cent and Tata Motors 0.85 per
cent. Gains in IndusInd Bank,

then, it’s anticipated that the
market will consolidate
within a broader range

RUPAK DE | SENIOR TECHNICAL ANALYST AT
LKP SECURITIES

Bank and Infosys also declined.

“The market crossed 70,000
levels today, while the broader
market outperformed the main
indices. However, profit book-
ing was evident at higher lev-
els as traders anticipated clues
from tomorrow’s significant
data releases on inflation from
the US and India, as well as the
IIP,” Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services, said.

LargeCap advanced by 0.21 per
cent, BSE MidCap by 0.91 per
cent, while SmallCap rose by
0.71 per cent.

Among sectoral indices, BSE
Commodities rose by 1.16 per
cent, BSE Metal by 1.1 per
cent, BSE Services by 0.95 per
cent, BSE Capital Goods by
0.76 per cent, BSE Utilities by
0.67 per cent, and BSE Auto
by 0.48 per cent.

However, BSE Healthcare
dropped 0.38 per cent and Oil &
Gas by 0.15 per cent.

The rupee appreciated 3 paise
to 83.37 against the American
dollar.

Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) were net buy-

to the AAIL

Out of them, the maximum
dues amount is that of Alliance
Air at %83.38 crore, followed by
Spicedet (Rs 2.13 crore) and
IndiGo (Rs 1.38 crore).

| &

Among the four foreign air-
lines, Biman Bangladesh Airlines

done as well. We expect that
growth momentum to continue
at 7.5 per cent to 8 per cent in
the current financial year and
for next year, I would expect 8
per cent or higher,” said Shah,
who is also Group CEO and
Managing Director of
Mahindra and Mahindra, in
an interview to PTI.

On the pressure points on the
economy, Shah said, “primary
pressure points are outside India.
We are seeing stress with re-
gard to Israel and Gaza, added to
what is happening in Ukraine.
Our hope is that it does not ex-
pand or accelerate any further
from there. For the sake of every-
one, it gets to peace.”

companies have deleveraged bal-
ance sheets and they should be
prepared to play a bigger role
in case the world witnesses an
economic crisis.

Asregards Indian companies,
Shah said, “the sentiment is pos-
itive, investment is picking up
and capacity addition is going
on...The pace of investment will
accelerate further, as demand
continues and growth contin-
ues in the economy.”

The Reserve Bank, it may be
mentioned, has not tinkered
with the short-term interest rate
(repo) since February 8, 2023. It
kept the interest rate unchanged
at 6.5 per cent for the fifth time
in a row at its bi-monthly mon-

\ informed Monday. EPFO had 4
7 invested ?53,081¥:r0re in the HCL Tech, TCS, Tech Mahindra, Investors will be closely watch-  ers in the capital markets has the highest dues of 34.02 The second concern, headded,  etary policy review which was
ETFs during the fiscal 2022-23, NTPC,ITC,JSW Steeland Tata  ing the upcoming FOMC meet- Monday as they bought shares  crore, followed by British = wasthe economic problemsbeing  announced earlier in the month.
higher than 343,568 crore in Steel helped the barometer scale  ing tomorrow for clues about  worth 31,261.13 crore, according  Airways (Rs 1.85 crore), Emirates ~ faced by the western countries. The focus of the FICCI activ-
2021-22, Minister of State for a fresh high. potential future rate cuts while  to exchange data. (Rs1.44 crore) and Qatar Airways ~ “We don’t think that the problems  ities, Shah said, would be on
Labour and Employment Axis Bank fell the most by  expecting to keep rates the same Foreign Portfolio Investors  (Rs 1.01 crore). there have abated as yet. Interest ~ Make in India initiative, women-
Rameshwar Teli said. This 1.26 per cent, M&M by 0.99 per  this time, Nair added. (FPIs) have turned bullish, in- “No dues exceeding 710 lakh  rate there has been at a much  led development, farm prosper-
showed that the EPFO has cent and Hindustan Unilever by The US Federal Reserve will ~ vesting 726,505 crore into do-  have been reported on the part  higher level than what wehave ity and sustainability to help
invested 327,105 crore in the 0.67 per cent. Maruti, Bajaj announce its next move on in-  mestic equities in the first six ~ of any now-defunct airlines to  seen here in India. If thereisa  the nation propel towards the
gngg ;2 {ﬁlr g‘&gg;ﬁ;g&t 'flltsmceal Finserv, Bharti Airtel, and HDFC ~ terest rates Wednesday. The US  trading sessions of December. AAI since 2021,” Scindia said. greater economic impactinthe  goal of ‘Viksit Bharat’ by 2047.
body had invested 14,983
crore in ETFs in 2016-17,
224,190 crore in 20171, JSP bags CSR Excellence Award CONSISTENT INFLOWS SINCE C-PACE LAUNCH
327,974 in 2018-19, ¥31,501
crore in 2019-20 and 332,071 New Delhi: Jindal . . . e H
A Small-cap AUM past I2L-cr mark Over 7,700 firms
...................................... (JSP), a global ‘ @ ‘@w a ’ m p p r m r ! I . .
. leader in the steel 4 : Closed ndla bIZ B
M Adani EB.ITD.A at gl)ilitrrrlé’dh\?v?tﬁetig i . On the other hand, the asset base of the small-cap mu- ~
record hlgh inH1 CSR Excellence d: large-cap category saw a tual fund hit its peak of ?2.21akh ~ PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
i ) Award by The CSR [ . ) crore at the end of November.
New Delhi: Adani Group Journal in ‘ pull out of 32,688 crore in Additionally investoraccounts ~ New Delhi, Dec 11: More than
Monday said pre-tax profit or recognition of its < O} 11 months Of 2023 = in the category, too, climbed a 7,700 companies have volun-
EBITDA of its portfolio outstanding ] F staggering 62 lakh folios to 1.6 tarily closed down their business
companies that span from contribution to the } | - A . \ crore in November from 97.52  in the country since the setting
apples tto_ a'trlE’OFS lt”r:“?fei ‘:; promotion of N Ee W : PRESS TRUST OF INDIA lakh a year-earlier. This shows  up of the Centre for Processing
‘c’ﬁﬁrﬁﬁ'@ ﬁlgcaﬁ,elar? toa§4§ egge sports in rural and g @ i W 9 - | e ] that investors have becomemore ~ Accelerated Corporate Exit (C-
crore on growth across tribal areas of the & ; : New Delhi, Dec 11: Strong, in- I inclined toward small-capfunds. ~ PACE) in May this year, and
businesses. “Core country. Defence Minister, Rajnath Singh, presented the honour to the cessant net flows and favourable — Under Sebi’s rule, in small-  the time taken for voluntary
infrastructure businesses that president and Group Head (CSR), Prashant Kumar Hota, in the presence of market conditions propped up the cap mutual funds, fund man-  exit has come down to around
- . the Chief Minister of Maharashtra, Eknath Shinde, during a programme _ i ; : : : ]
provide a high degree of held December 5. at the Bombay Stock Exchanae. Mumbai. Renowned actor assets base for the small-capmu-  net inflows. agers are required to invest at 110 days, according to the gov
predictability, stability and Amir Khan. noted poet Kumar Vsilshwas and va?i(;us senior cornorate tual fund category to cross 32 Small-cap funds attracted least65percentof theirportfolios ~ ernment. . .
multi-decadal visibility executives'were ales o present on the oc,casion. Expressing her gratitu de to lakh crore mark in November- %37,178 in thlls year (till  insmall-cap stocks. _ . The corporate affairs min-
contributed 86 per cent of total the jury for the CSR Excellence Award, the chairperson of the JSP end, a sharp surge of 69percent  November). This includes 33,699 G Pradeepkumar, CEO, Union  istry operatlonahsgq the C-PACE
EBITDA,” it said in a statement. Foundation, Shallu Jindal, said, “We are building an inclusive sports eco from a year earlier. . crore last month and a rec01jd Asset Management Company, May 1,2023, to t?ac1l.1tate {md ex-
Trailing 12-month EBITDA of system by nurturing 25,000 rural and tribal sporting talents of the country On a month-on-month basis,  fund infusion of 34,495 crorein  suggested that investors stag-  pedite the applications filed for
71,253 crore is around 3x of and making enabling infrastructures for coaching and grooming those the Assets Under Management  October. ger their investments in small-  voluntary exit under the provi-
FY19 (April 2018 to March 2019 talents to bring glory to our countrymen. It is satisfying to see our sporting ~ (AUM) of the category grew 10 “A few fund houses have lim-  and mid-cap funds in view of  sions of Section 248 (2) of the
fiscal yea_r) EBITDA. The group talents are now champions in national and international tournaments.” per cent t031.99 lakh crore, data ited the inflows in their sma]l—cap the pOSSlblhty of short-term Companies Act, 2013.
had the highest-ever cash Guided by the leadership of Chairman Naveen Jindal, JSP has played a with the Association of Mutual — funds over thelast quarter given  volatility. The applications for volun-
balances of 345,895 crore at significant role in advancing sports development in the rural and tribal Funds in India (AMFI)showed.  the sharp rise in flows and con- Overall, the AUM of the 42-  tary closure under C-PACE are
the end of September. regions of India. Through its social arm, the JSP Foundation, the steelmaker Since the fourth quarter of cerns on valuations,” player mutual fund industry  processed in a centralised man-
-------------------------------------- has been instrumental in fostering the growth of more than 25,000 sports 2019-20, the AUM for the cate- Morningstar India had men- reached %49.04 lakh crore in  ner for an efficient and uniform
. enthusiasts, with a predominant focus on tribal-dominant geography. This gory has seen a phenomenal tioned in its September quar-  November-end from ?40.37lakh  outcome, Minister of State for
M OlaE prOflt up 6X inclusive effort includes nurturing approximately 5,000 budding hockey rise, due to favourable market  terly report. crore in November 2022, sug-  Corporate Affairs Rao Inderjit
. ) talents in the Sundargarh district of Odisha. movement, along with record Going by the AMFI data, the  gesting a gain of 22 per cent. Singh said Monday:.
New Delhi: Ola Electric
Monday said its total revenue
grew over six-fold year on year ° °
to 32,782 crore in 2022-23. The
==t [n 2023, bold EV strategies took a punch from realit
Mobility Business stood at ,
%456 crore in 2021-22, it said.
The company said it has set in .
motion a number of initiatives High interest rates have ~ Legacyautomakersareappeal oy EVs are going to be cess to charging. o
like new product ing to policymakers for more ‘ G the future of the The slow pace of charging in-
introductions, sales and pUShed many EV5 out Of help to offset the high costs of the passenger automobile frastructure development forced
service network expansion reach fOI’ middle-income EV transition, on top of billions business. But because of major legacy automakers to cut
and strengthening of R&D of dollars already pumped into ConSum e.r concerns about deals this year with Tesla to
function for growth and consumers, also lack Of EV subsidies. . d charaina. th t allow buyers of their EVs to use
profitability. charging infra remains a Consumer demand for EVs is pl:‘lce anf charging, h'e nex Tesla’s Supercharger network -
...................................... deal-break b growing worldwide. But EV adop- three t.o ourl}[ egrs, things a competitive coup for Tesla.
eal-breaker for buyers tion is not happening as fast or are going to be bumpy “The automakers’ capitula-
B BMW to hike rates as profitably as industry exec- JEFF PARENT | COO, AUTONATION tion to the (Tesla) standard is a
i REUTERS utives anticipated, especially in clear signal that they are realizing
New Delhi: German luxury the United States. EV marketleader BYDand Tesla ~ that demand is held back by
carmaker BMW Monday said Detroit, Dec 11: This was the Industry CEOs are amplify- are making EVs more afford- fears on charging,” said Mark

it will increase the prices of
its vehicles by up to 2 per
cent across the model range
from January 1 to partially
offset the adverse impacts of
fluctuations in foreign
exchange rates and rising
input costs. The company

year the auto industry’s race to-
ward an all-electric future took
a detour.

Heading into 2023, automak-
ers were gearing up to invest
$1.2 trillion by 2030 to move elec-
tric vehicles from niche prod-

ing hedges on their goals of shift-
ing to all-electric fleets by the
middle of the next decade.
“We’ll adjust to where the cus-
tomer is,” General Motors CEO
Mary Barra told the Detroit
Automotive Press Association

demand for the Lightning, Ford
in August added a third work
crew at its historic Rouge as-
sembly complex in Dearborn,

In China, Europe and the
United States - the main EV mar-
kets - electric-vehicle demand
is still growing faster than de-

able than combustion vehicles,
according to an analysis by JATO
Dynamics.
LOBBYING FOR RELIEF

Industry executives are lob-
bying the Biden administration
to back away from emissions

Wakefield, co-leader of consul-
tancy AlixPartners’ automotive
practice.

“Affordability” is industry
code for convincing mainstream,
middle-income consumers to
pay enough for an EV to cover

joins the likes of other ucts to mass-market models -  earlier this month when asked = Michigan, to triple the produc-  mand for vehicles overall. rules that effectively require  higher production costs and still -
automakers such as Maruti many with batteries and soft-  if GM stillaimstobe all-electric  tion rate of the electric pickup Global EV production is on  EVstoaccount for two-thirdsof  yield a profit. For most legacy au-
Suzuki, Hyundai Motor, Tata ware developed in-house, ac- by 2035. truck to 150,000 vehicles a year.  track to triple by 2030t0 33.4mil-  US new-vehicle sales by 2032. tomakers, that has so far proven ¢
Motors, Mahindra & cording to a Reuters analysis. THE F-150 LIGHTNING: HIGH HOPES, But in October, Ford cancelled  lion vehicles, about a third of Looking ahead, industry ex-  impossible.

Mahindra, Honda, and Audi, Astheyear closes, legacy au-  THEN DISAPPOINTMENT the third shift, concedingthatde-  total production, according to  ecutives raise two concerns Even Tesla, which makes

among others, which have
also announced plans to
increase vehicle prices in
January.

tomakers as well as Tesla, Rivian
and other EV startups are throt-
tling back investments and re-
working product strategies.

Ford’s F-150 Lightning elec-
tric truck shows how bullish
forecasts got corralled.

Buoyed by enthusiastic early

mand for electric F-150s was not
enough to sustain the planned
production pace. About 700 work-
ers were furloughed.

AutoForecast Solutions. Much of
that growth will happen in China,
where government subsidies
and a price war led by Chinese

about the challenge of ex-
panding the EV market beyond
adventurous early adopters of
technology: Affordability and ac-

money on EVs, has been forced
to cut prices to keep assembly
lines running at full speed in
China and the United States.
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SHORT TAKES

Bhati, Kumar shine in
Khelo India Para Games

New Delhi: High jumpers Varun
Singh Bhati and Nishad Kumar
stole the limelight as they won a
gold medal each on the opening
day of athletics competition at
the inaugural Khelo India Para
Games here Monday. Rio
Paralympics bronze winner Bhati
from Greater Noida cleared
1.83m to beat Hangzhou Asian
Para Games gold medallist
Shailesh Kumar to finish on top
of the podium in T42/T63
combined category in a top class
high jump duel. The 28-year-old
Bhati had won bronze in Rio in
2016 with a jump of 1.86m in T42
category. He had also won a
silver in the 2018 Asian Para
Games in Indonesia before
missing the bus in the Hangzhou
edition this year. Shailesh had
won T63 gold in Hangzhou with a
jump of 1.82m. “When we
started, he (Bhati) was a senior
player and we were inspired by
his success, so | am happy with
my silver,” said Shailesh, who
cleared 1.75m.

Head, Akter ICC
players of month

New Delhi: Australia’s left-
handed batter Travis Head and
Bangladesh all-rounder Nahida
Akter have been crowned ICC
Players of the Month in men’s
and women'’s category for
November 2023. Head overcame
fellow Australian and World Cup
winner Glenn Maxwell and
senior Indian fast-bowler
Mohammed Shami to claim the
award, while Akter wins from
two other stars of the same
series, compatriot Fargana
Hoque and Pakistan’s Sadia
Igbal. Head gets the honour after
starring with Player of the Match
contributions in both the semi-
final win over South Africa, and
the blockbuster final victory over
India in Ahmedabad to help
Australia clinch their sixth Men’s
ODI World Cup title.

ICC U-19 WC: India
to face Bangladesh

Dubai: India will start their
campaign in the Under-19 World
Cup with a match against
Bangladesh January 20 in
Bloemfontein, South Africa as
per ICC’s revised schedule,
which was released Monday. The
fixture had to be renewed after
the tournament was shifted from
Sri Lanka to South Africa after
the ICC suspended the island
nation for political interference
in cricketing administration.

" | India have been placed in Group

A alongside Bangladesh, Ireland
and the USA. After their match
against Bangladesh, India will
face Ireland January 25 at
Bloemfontein and in their last
league match January 28, they
will be up against the USA at the
same venue.

Swimming record

Otopeni: Irish swimmer Daniel
Wiffen set a short course world
record in the 800-meter
freestyle, beating Grant
Hackett’s previous mark by
almost three seconds. Wiffen
finished in 7 minutes, 20.46
seconds taking gold at the
European Short Course
Swimming Championships in
Otopeni, Romania. Australia’s
Hackett had held the record for
15 years after swimming 7:23.42
at the Victoria Championships
July 20, 2008. France’s David
Aubry was second to Wiffen in
7:30.32, and bronze went to
Mykhailo Romanchuk of Ukraine
in 7:31.20. Wiffen had already
won gold medals in the 400- and
1,500-meter freestyle events at
the championships.

agencies

AGENCIES

Ggeberha, Dec 11: After a
washout in the series-opener
robbed the auditioning Indian
youngsters of valuable game
time, the think tank will be hop-
ing for clear weather in the sec-
ond T20I against South Africa
here Tuesday.

Even the toss could not be
held in Durban on Sunday and
there is a rain forecast even for
the second game of the three-
match series. Now only five
games are left in the build up
to the T20 World Cup in June
and the management has a very
small window to try out play-
ers.

In the current scenario, form
in the IPL will carry a lot of

SPORITS
Fate of new India hanging

With only 5 games left ahead of T20 World Cup, auditioning youngsters running out of time

weight for selection in the Indian
team bound for USA and
Caribbean.

The selectors announced a 17-
man squad for the series and it
is highly unlikely that all of
them would get an opportunity
in the remaining two games.

Shubman Gill, who was not
part of the T20 series against
Australia held right after the
World Cup, Suryakumar Yadav
and Rinku Singh seem to be the
only certainties in the batting
order for the ICC event six
months later.

Both Yashasvi Jaiswal and
Ruturaj Gaikwad have got runs
under their belt but if Virat
Kohli and Rohit Sharma make
themselves available for the
World Cup, the two fringe play-

BCCI net worth 28X
over Cricket Australia

THE NET WORTH OF RICHEST BOARD IN CRICKET
WAS LISTED AT APPROXIMATELY ¥18,700CR

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Dec 11: The Board
of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) is widely recognized as
the wealthiest cricket board
worldwide. A recent media report
has unveiled the exact figures of
its current net worth, show-
casing that the Indian board
earn as much as 28 times more
than its Australian counterpart

Last month the BCCI’s net
worth was listed at $2.25-billion
(approximately 18,700 crore),
exponentially, the richest board
in the game. Cricket Australia
(CA) are the second-most well-
off, but their $79-million makes
them more than 28 times poorer
than India, according to a re-
port from Cricbuzz.

In many countries, the term
“sport” encompasses a variety
of games. However, in India, it
means cricket, the favored game
for over 90% of those who watch
sports on a screen.

CRICKET

AUSTRALIA

The report further states that,
Cricket South Africa (CSA),
which is playing hosts to Team
India for a full-fledged, all-format
series weigh in sixth place with
the net worth of $47-million
which is 2.09% of the BCCI’s
worth.

BCCI, in fact, accounts for
85.88% of the combined net
worth of the top 10 boards, as per
the report.

The report further high-
lighted how big a boost CSA’s
revenues will get from the up-
coming tour of India, which
started December 10.

The span of 30 days of cricket
against India is expected to
pump up to $68.7-million into
CSA’s coffers. That’s $8.6-million
per match, or $2.29-million a
day. It is expected to wipe out
the losses of $6.3-million, $10.5-
million and $11.7-million CSA
have declared in each of the
past three financial years, the
report said.

ers would need a sensational ef-
fort in the IPL to make the cut.
The only other series India
play before the World Cup is
against Afghanistan at home
next month. The selectors will be
forced to consider only IPL per-
formance for World Cup selec-
tion, raising questions over the
scheduling of India’s T20 com-
mitments before the World Cup.
Like Rinku, Jitesh Sharma is
also being seen as the finisher for
India in the shortest format.
After showing promise against
Australia, Jitesh will be hoping
for game time against the Proteas.
The extra bounce on South
Africa pitches will pose a stiff test
for the young batting line-up.
In the bowling department,
multiple spots are up for grabs

SQUADS

INDIA: Suryakumar Yadav
(captain), Yashasvi Jaiswal,
Shubman Gill, Ruturaj Gaikwad,
Tilak Varma, Rinku Singh,
Shreyas lyer, Ishan Kishan (wk),
Jitesh Sharma (wk), Ravindra
Jadeja (VC), Washington Sundar,
Ravi Bishnoi, Kuldeep Yadav,
Arshdeep Singh, Mohd. Siraj,
Mukesh Kumar, Deepak Chahar.

SOUTH AFRICA: Aiden Markram
(captain), Ottniel Baartman,
Matthew Breetzke, Nandre
Burger, Gerald Coetzee (1st and
2ndT20ls), Donovan Ferreira,
Reeza Hendricks, Marco Jansen
(1st and 2nd T20Is), Heinrich
Klaasen, Keshav Maharaj, David
Miller, Andile Phehlukwayo,
Tabraiz Shamsi, Tristan Stubbs,
and Lizaad Williams.

with only Arshdeep Singh and
Jasprit Bumrah, who is not play-
ing this series, straightforward
selections for the World Cup.

Deepak Chahar, who was
picked for his comeback series,
remains in India due to a per-
sonal emergency.

Both Kuldeep Yadav and Ravi
Bishnoi, who impressed in the
T20s against the Aussies, would
like to carry their good form
into the series. Ravindra Jadeja,
who went on a break after the
World Cup, has also linked up
with the squad.

Like India, South Africa too
have only five games left to iden-
tity their core for the World Cup.
Pace duo of Marco Jansen and
Gerald Coetzee were only picked
for the first two games. Now
with the series-opener washed
out, they will only get a single out-
ing before shifting focus to red
ball cricket.
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JUNIOR HOCKEY WC

INDIA FACE TOUGH

NETHERI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kuala Lumpur, Dec 11: Two-
time champions India will need to
raise their game by a few notches
while curbing complacency dur-
ing their quarter-final encounter
against a formidable Netherlands
in the men’s Junior World Cup
hockey tournament here Tuesday.

India won the tournament
twice in 2001 in Hobart, Australia
and at home in Lucknow in 2016.
Besides they were runners-up
once way back in 1997 in Milton
Keyes, England, losing 2-3 against
Australia in the final.

The Indians started the tour-
nament on a bright note, beating
Korea 4-1 and then suffered a 1-
4 defeat at the hands of Spain be-
fore getting their acts together
to thrash Canada 10-1 in their
final pool match.

India sealed their quarterfinal
place as the second-placed team
from Pool C with two wins out
of three games behind Spain,
who had an all-win record.

The Netherlands, on the other
hand, finished atop Pool D with
two wins and a draw.

Having started off on a posi-
tive note, the Indians were taken
to the cleaners by Spain, who re-
lied on crisp, short passes to cre-
ate spaces in the Indian defence

Girona humble Barca in La Liga

In La Liga for only the
fourth season in their
history, Girona, the
underdog Spanish side
secured a historic 4-2 win
over their illustrious
neighbours, marking their
first-ever triumph in the
top flight

REUTERS

Washington, Dec 11: High-fly-
ing Girona reclaimed top spot in
Laliga after beating champions
Barcelona 4-2 away Sunday, con-
demning Xavi Hernandez’s side
to their second league defeat of
the season.

Artem Dovbyk put Girona in
front in the 12th minute with a
shot that bounced in off the bot-
tom of the post before Robert
Lewandowski equalised for the
hosts seven minutes later, head-
ing home following a corner.

Girona, who remain unbeaten
away from home in LaLiga this
season, top the standings with 41
points from 16 games, having
leapfrogged Real Madrid on 39
points after Carlo Ancelotti’s
side were held to a 1-1 draw by
Real Betis Saturday.

Barcelona, whose only previ-
ous defeat this season was to
Madrid at the end of October,
are fourth on 34 points, level
with third-placed Atletico Madrid
who have a game in hand.

“Girona have a lot of merit
in what they are doing. They
are in the lead, even more so
today. They’ve got seven points
more than us and that’s well de-
served,” Xavi said.

“It was an even game. If Barca

Fall helps Odisha FC scrlpt history

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Dec 11: Odisha
FC beat Bangladesh’s
Basundhara Kings 1-0 riding on
Mourtada Fall’s 61st strike to
qualify for the AFC Cup knock-
out for the first time while two-
time inter-zonal semifinalists
Mohun Bagan went down to
Maziya Sports & Recreation of
Maldives to exit from the group
league stage.

Odisha FC, after finishing on
top in the group stage, have qual-
ified for the zonal play-off semi-
final, winning which will make
them play in the zonal final.

In the 61st minute, Mourtada
secured the crucial lead for the
Kalinga Warriors with a decisive
~~header.

Earlier in Male, the Juan

Ferrando-coached Mohun Bagan
failed to make a comeback after
a Hassan Raif stunner gave
Maziya the breakthrough in the
40th minute and that goal proved
to be the difference between the
two teams.

Mohun Bagan finished their
AFC Cup campaign in third place
with seven points, while Maziya
bowed out having collected six
points from as many matches.

The Indian heavyweights were
unlucky as Taison Singh’s pow-

erful 50th minute strike from
outside the box rattled the un-
derside of the crossbar and
bounced across the goal before
Maziya custodian Hussain
Shareef pounced on it.

In the 66th minute, Maziya
right-back Hussain Sifaau’s shot
from distance missed the Bagan
goal by inches after taking a
slight deflection on its way.

Substitute Hamza Mohamed’s
shot from a tight angle was
blocked by Bagan goalkeeper
Shaikh four minutes later.

Hamza Mohamed hit the wood-
work and Hassan Nazeem tested
Shaikh with an acrobatic effort
in the second-half injury time,
but the one goal proved to be
enough for the Maldives side to
record their second win in the
group stage.

This Girona side
have a soul and
believe they can
hurt their
opponents. We knew that
[Barca] were going to press
hard but if we were able to
make the first two passes,
we would stand a chance

MICHEL | COACH, GIRONA

won, we would also say it’s fair.
Ithink we shot 31 times. Maybe
the errors in defence have taken
their toll on us.”

Barcelona had 31 attempts in
the game, 11 of them on target,
but Girona keeper Paulo
Gazzaniga pulled off a string of
saves while at the other end they
scored with four out of their
seven shots on target.

Dovbyk put Girona in front
in the 12th minute with a shot
that bounced in off the bottom
of the post for his eighth goal in
his debut Lal.iga season.

Lewandowski rediscovered
his goal-scoring form and
equalised for the hosts seven
minutes later, heading home fol-
lowing a corner.

It was the Poland striker’s
first goal for Barca in nearly a
month, following his brace
against Alaves November 12.

Gutierrez restored Girona’s
lead before half-time, after the de-
fender broke into the box and
scored with an individual effort,
and Fernandez made it 3-1 in
the 80th minute with alow shot
two minutes after coming off
the bench.

Gundogan pulled another goal
back for Barca before Girona’s
Stuani scored their fourth in
stoppage time.

Barcelona, who Wednesday
travel to Royal Antwerp in the
Champions League, next visit
mid-table Valencia in the league
Saturday. Girona host 12th placed
Alaves December 18.

CRLANDS TEST
m

The players are ina
good space and are
ready to take on
whatever is thrown
at them. We’ll continue to
take this tournament one
match at a time. Yes, the
quarterfinal is a big match
but it’s nothing the boys
aren’t prepared for
CR KUMAR | COACH, INDIA

which worked perfectly for them.
So, the Indian team will have to
be on its toes against a clinical
side like the Netherlands, which
is capable of breaching any de-
fence with its structured hockey.

The Indians will also have to
do away of their habit of con-
ceding unnecessary penalty cor-
ners when put under pressure.

A big win against Canada should
act as a confidence booster for
India going into Tuesday's match,
afact which skipper Uttam Singh
agreed. “We have played some
good hockey in this World Cup.
Coming off a big 10-1 win certainly
boosts our confidence going into
the knockout stages. We’ll look to
put our best foot forward and play
to the best of our ability like we al-
ways do,” he said.

The semifinals and final will
be held Thursday and Saturday.

Bajrang, Sakshi

meet Sports Min

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Dec 11: Olympic
medallists Bajrang Punia and
Sakshi Malik Monday requested
Sports Minister Anurag Thakur
to ensure that Sanjay Singh does
not contest for the post of WFI
President since he is a close as-
sociate of Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh, who has been accused of
sexual harassing women wrestlers.

The much-awaited Wrestling
Federation of India (WFT) elec-
tions are scheduled to be held

December 21 and the results will_ ~

be declared the same day.
Bajrang, Vinesh Phogat and
Sakshi had spearheaded the
protest against Brij Bhushan,
accusing the BJP MP of sexual
harassment of several women
wrestlers, including juniors. A
Delhi court is hearing the matter.
Tokyo Games bronze medallist
Bajrang said they withdrew their
protest after the government as-
sured that no one related to Brij
Bhushan will contest the polls.
Two candidates -- Brij Bhushan-
loyalist Sanjay Singh and 2010
Commonwealth Games gold medal-
list Anita Sheoran are in the run-
ning for the WFI president’s post.
“Yes, we met with the sports min-
ister today and reminded him of his
promise that no one related to Brij
Bhushan should contest the WFI
elections,” Bajrang told PTI.
“Sanjay Singh is his close as-
sociate and he should withdraw
from the elections or otherwise
we will decide our future course
of action soon. We told that to the
minister,” said Bajrang. Sanjay,
who is a Brij Bhushan loyalist,
was part of the WFI’s last exec-
utive council. He was also the na-
tional federation’s joint secre-
tary since 2019.

ICC to start stop clock trials

The stop clock will
restrict the amount of
time taken between
overs which is 60
seconds

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dubai, Dec 11: The stop clock
trial, which will restrict the
amount of time taken between
overs, will get underway dur-
ing the white-ball series between
West Indies and England, the
sport’s governing body ICC said
Monday.

The trial will start with the
first T20 between the West Indies
and England Tuesday in

Barbados.

The stop clock will restrict
the amount of time taken be-
tween overs, meaning that the
bowling team will need to be
ready to bowl the first ball of
their next over within 60 sec-
onds of the previous over being
completed, the ICC said in a
statement.

Failure to do so for the third
time in an innings (following

two warnings) will result in a five-
run penalty being imposed
against the fielding team.

“We are continually looking
at ways to speed up the pace of
play across international
cricket. The stop clock trial in
white ball international cricket
follows the introduction of a
successful new playing condi-
tion in 2022, which resulted in
the fielding team only being
allowed four fielders outside
of the inner circle if they were

not in a position to bowl the first -

ball of their final over in the
stipulated time. The outcomes
of the stop clock trial will be
assessed at the end of the trial
period,” Wasim Khan, ICC

General Manager - Cricket,—

said.
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