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Today you may try to make ¥
your loved one happy, and s
perhaps even try to woo

the person in a fresh manner. You may
not be too satisfied with your friends
and relatives, but, Ganesha says, you

can expect to go to a party in the
evening and make new friends.

B TAURUS "
Today, Ganesha sees your ..
feelings and emotions run- 5oy

ning high. There is a strong

possibility of an emotional encounter
with some close to you. You are likely to
be swayed and influenced by the other in
course of this meeting. Avoid getting into
any kind or dispute or controversy.

.......................................

H GEMINI

You will be able to put for-

ward your proposal and

explain your feelings to

someone dear to you, and can expect a
positive response from them. You will
come across as honest and sincere and
hence will be accepted. An auspicious
and joy-filled day awaits, says Ganesha.

.......................................

B CANCER

People will be stunned at
the swift pace of your work. |
All'your pending tasks and
projects will fructify. But Ganesha coun-
sels you not to do any-thing haphazardly
orin any careless manner. Ganesha
thinks you as an extraordinary orator.

.......................................

BLEO

Financial gains will make
you happy today. You will

have the opportunity to par-
ticipate in social functions. All your work
will get completed as per schedule. You
will be able to channel your energy
effectively, says Ganesha.

.......................................

B VIRGO
Consummation of work and a
success will be the high t‘: ‘

points today, says Ganesha.
You will gain the much needed appreciation
for your dedication to work and your desire
to succeed in whatever you do. A long-
awaited promotion may materialise today,
and there is also the bright prospect of
some monetary arrears coming your way.

Ganesha says that today is

going to be an unforgettable

are in love or a romantic relationship. If

you plan to propose to your beloved

cess will come easily to you. You will be
able to spend a day filled with joy, happi-

)M LIBRA r1
ANAN
day for all those people who L
today is a good opportunity for it as suc-
ness and enjoyment.

.......................................

l SCORPIO

Today, you must spend most

of the time in meditation

and introspection. If you do

not meditate, you will be surrounded by
negative thoughts and bitterness for oth-
ers. According to Ganesha, this may hin-
der your progress and growth in career.
Simple living and high thinking may make
things easier for you.

M SAGITTARIUS -
Your stars are mighty today -
and plan a pleasant day for -

you, says Ganesha. Youare a
thorough professional and garner compli-
ments for this attitude. You also have a
knack to sail through all the troubles at work.

Il CAPRICORN

You love your family and
you will try your best to live
up to the expectations of
your family members. If you are student,
you will finish up your existing projects
and get on with some fresh assignments,
foretells Ganesha. Don't block your imagi-
nation; give yourself some freedom so
that you can test your creativity and tal-

KATE WINSLET: TO BE MISTAKEN
FOR BLANCHETT IS AN HONOUR

Actress Kate Winslet finds it an ‘honour’ to be
mistaken for Oscar winner Cate Blanchett. The 48-
year-old actress talked about movie fans regularly
mixing her up with Blanchett. Winslet told people.com
at the American Museum of Natural History about
being falsely identified as the Tar actress.

Kareena's mantra,
o deal with trolls

Mumbai: Celebrities frequently encounter trolling on social
media platforms, often for trivial reasons. Kareena Kapoor
Khan recently discussed the issue of negativity P
and its impact on her, mentioning her ability to
disconnect from social media when it becomes
too overwhelming.

During the ABP Ideas of India Summlt
3.0, the Heroine actress emphasised the im-
portance of prioritising her happiness and

mental well-being above all else. messages
Addressing the current landscape of so- | poured in

cial media, she remarked that individuals ' from

are under intense scrutiny, with everyone | celebri-

offering their opinions and reviews. She | ties
underscored her ability to manage her on- |
line presence effectively, knowing when
to step back and not allowing herself to
be overwhelmed or influenced by it.
She said, “You are being scrutinised |
with a magnifying glass these days. '
Everybody has an opinion, and every-
body is writing a review. The idea is that
I know how to channelise my life and
know when to pull back on social media. I \
don’t get affected or consumed by it.” \
On the profess1ona1 front, Kareena Kapoor
is preparing for the highly anticipated release -
of the heist thriller Crew, which also features
Tabu and Kriti Sanon, scheduled to hit theaters >
March 29. y
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DIDN'T GET ENOUGH LOVE
FROM PARENTS: LOPEZ

Actress-singer Jennifer Lopez went down
memory lane and recalled her childhood and
claimed she didn’t receive enough love from
her parents. It was in a candid moment in her
new documentary, The Greatest Love Story
Never Told, where she talked about her life.
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Deepika, Ranveer
to welcome haby in Sept

Mumbai: Star couple Ranveer Singh

and Deepika Padukone have confirmed

that they are all set to welcome their first

bundle of joy in September.

Ranveer and Deepika took to their re-

spective Instagram, where they made the an-

nouncement. They shared an e-card, which

has balloons, baby onesies, lollipops and
booties made on it with pastel colours.

The card has “September 2024. Deepika
and Ranveer” written on it. For the caption they
chose, two folded hands
and evil eye emoticons.

Congratulatory

across spectrums after the an-
nouncement.

Speculation about having their first
baby went viral on the internet February
20. It was reported that Deepika is in her
second trimester.

Ranveer and Deepika have together worked
in films such as Goliyon Ki Raas-Leela: Ram
Leela, Bajirao Mastani and Padmavaat. It
was in 2018, when the two got married in an

intimate ceremony in
Ttaly’s Lake

Como.
IANS

Tlger Shroff shares his
J struggles with anxiety

Mumbai: Action star Tiger Shroff, who is gearing up for the release
of his upcoming film Bade Miyan Chote Miyan (BMCM), appeared on
the sixth season of the streaming chat show No Filter Neha where
he revealed that he battled anxiety during the outdoor shoot
of BMCM.

He told the host Neha Dhupia that he has got a fear
of flying.

He narrated his scary experience when he was
travelling on a flight to shoot a sequence ofthe
. movie. “I experienced the ‘worst turbulence’, shared
the War actor.

' He said, “I get these anxiety attacks every now
# and then. Recently they’ve started recurring. I've
4\ got this strange fear of flying. I think it was dur-
== ing BMCM, we had to go for an outdoor and we
# went on this flight, which sort of had the worst
turbulence and it went on for about two hours
constantly. So it was just two hours of con-
stant swaying, and my whole life flashed in front
of me.”
No Filter Neha Season 6, is available on
JioTV and JioTV+ with new episodes drop-
ping every Thursday. IANS

Mumbai: Actress Payal
Ghosh will essay the
role of yesteryear su-
perstar Zeenat Aman
in the upcoming biopic
titled as Shaque: The
Doubt.

Zeenat, who is known

for participating in beauty
pageants, began her acting ca-
reer in 1970 with the movie The Evil
Within. She gained recognition for her
work in movies like Hare Rama Hare
Krishna, Yaadon Ki Baaraat, Qurbani,
Dostana, and Don among many others.

The 72-year-old actress has also be-
come a trending personality on the

WELL, T THINK L 60 | | STUOY HARD MARCEE!
1| IN THE MOUSE, WATCH | | MAYBE SOMEDMY YOU'LL
it TVFOR A WHILE AND BE OUR FIRST
§| TAKE ANAP.. IMBGLAD MY | | LJOMAN PRESIDENT!
§| SCHOOL PAYS ARE OVER |E
i
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T DIDNT EVEN
KHOW TWEY MAPE
BARFING FACE
STICKERS.

WHOOP- DE- [ | WHAT DID

rov GeT?

NONE OF
YOUR DARN
BUSINESS!

You GOT A
FROWNY FACE,
STICKER ON DIDNT You?

MY QUIZ

photo-sharing ap-
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Zeenat in

plication
Instagram, on -
which she debuted

in February 2023.
She keeps on shar-
ing her various
throwback pictures,

her biopic

dle.

and professional updates
on her social media han-

Talking about portraying Zeenat,
Payal, who was last seen in Fire of
Love: Red, said: “This is a humongous
opportunity for me. I am really glad and
fortunate that so much of faith has
been entrusted in me that they feel I can

play such an iconic person-

IANS

ality on-screen.”

“Zeenat Amanisalegend ~
and getting to essay her on- -
screen is one of the biggest
opportunities any actor of
today’s time can get. I am
so excited and looking for-
ward to doing a good job in

the project,” she added.

8 Shaque: The Doubt is di-
rected by Rajeev Chaudhari.

SUDOKU

To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
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SOLUTIONS
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ent. You don't let yourself fly too high oth-
erwise you may lose the track of reality.
(an)]
....................................... m
. AQU ARIUS Copyright ©2024 PuzzleJunction.com O
You may have to remain Across 17 Low-water 4 Obliging %
indoors today. But, don't 1 Nov ; icacy
think that you will get ovel by mark 5 Delicacy (72]
bored. You can doa lot of things, like Daphne Du 19 Curve 6 Deserted 8
playing cards and other board games, Maurier 20 The head of a 7 Western NA
reading, watching the natural world . . (@)
around, and what not. 5 Ensnares tribe or clan mountain range —
--------------------------------------- 8 Heart Chalnber 22 Curse 11 lnﬂuential
9 Chopper 23 Norman and German 5114987163 ]|2
H PISCES __ 10 Kind of cabinet Hogan, e.g. philosopher slalolzl1lalsl7 (5
You will race ahead of you J ; el THE NEW HALL 12 Bullfighter 13 Metros. 21718ls53l6l1]4a]9
competition today. No mat- | MONITOR LIZARD 13 Honeyed words ~ Down 14 Smattering 9161317151812 1114
ter what field you are in, you ' ' 2l —I_ (5.8) 1 Competitor 16 Happen oD
will find yourself at an advantageous IS A REAL STICKLER. 1 3 P app < 4[(5]113|2[9]7[8]6
point, well ahead of your contemporaries. 15 Rocket 2 Container 18 Pipsqueaks ) g8l2l71l6]4|1]|9]|5]3
You will be able to complete the task at : launcher 3 Diadem 21 Astonish
hand will lesser effort than required. Do ~ = 118121416(315]1917
} not let this translate into arrogance as it = - 3|19|6)1]|7|5]4|2]|8
may come to haunt you in the future, e (%2 7lals5l8lalzl3(6 1
advises Ganesha. oconcscoy/ameTY 10-4 e i vt s e SRV CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW —
o0 © o0 © oo ©



@ HERE. NOW

ISS

or
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Water Informatics Centre Over 100 killed ; Sizzling growth Bumrah in for 5th Test
A Odisha govt decides to set up a Israeli.trloops kiI_I over 100. . i India’s economic growth _ | Jasprit Bumrah to return to team for
Water Informatics Centre for Palestinians waiting for aid in Gaza b accelerates to 8.4 per cent in " the fifth and final Test against
e @', coOrdination, collection and city, bringing the death toll since the (_)ct(_)ber-December quarter ~ England, while KL Rahul has been
. Ny == dissemination of water resources the start of the war to over 30,000 of this fiscal ~ ruled out
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Elevating Healthcare, Enriching Lives
149 public health facilities have been
t # f d under AMA Hospital ’
. ® i '-\:\ \
Happy Odisha, Healthy Odisha! o
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- ﬂ EL OIPR-15001/13/0556/2324 k t £ | m
Six rebel HP Cong | m
MLAs disqualified
Shimla: Himachal Pradesh (HP)
Assembly Speaker Kuldeep Singh
Pathania Thursday disqualified six
Congress MLAs, who had cross-voted d [ |
in the recent Rajya Sabha polls, for _
allegedly defying a party whip on
voting for the state Budget in the
Assembly. Congress’ central observer
DK Shivakumar said Chief Minister
S#khvmder %l_r;_gh S;thu h?s tjlken POST NEWS NETWORK = Ratna Bhandar was last opened devotees are not obstructed.
Abhishek Manu Singh?s cefeat i T L i e
the Rai g - Bhubaneswar, Feb 29: Stage 23,1978 Act, 1955, Ratna Bhandar should -
e Rajya Sabha polls and claimed . t for th . £ b d for i t
that all differences have been ironed 1s sel for the reopening o H It has approximately 149.47 kg of € opened Ior Inventory every
out after speaking to party MLAs. P7 Srimandir Ratna Bhandar (trea- gold jewellery and 198.79 kg of three years. However, it was last
sury) and inventory of valuables silver jewellery apart from utensils ~ opened and audited from May 13
stored in it after a gap of more hile th hamb to July 23, 1978. The state gov-
than 45 years, with Chief ™ While the outer chamber stores ernment had April 4, 2018 made
IRREGULAR by MANJUL Minister Naveen Patnaik ornaments used by the deities an unsuccessful attempt to re-
// // « A Thursday announcing consti- on a daily basis, many precious open the inner chamber of the
f\P st ———h tution of a 12-member high-level |¢;well|¢:ry are kept in the inner temple treasury for a physical ex-
GEee 2 : Troops of the Indian Army and Japan Ground Self Defence Force during the fifth edition of Joint committee, led by former Chamber amination of the structure. The
— — Military Exercise ‘Dharma Guardian’ at Mahajan Field Firing Ranges in Rajasthan pipioro  Supreme Court Judge Arijit While disposing of aPILfiled  inspection could not be completed
‘w 20 Pasayat, to supervise themuch- by BJPleader Samir Mohanty,the  as the officials failed to open it
$ .:j . . awaited procedure at the 12th ~ HC had in September 2023 di-  after the keys were not found.
@, m Pa hlke for An anwadl Worke rS century shrine in Puri. rected the state government to Following public outcry, a ju-
siny y g Patnaik’s announcementcame  constitute a high-level panel, if ap-  dicial commission, led by retired
0“ run for 55 d a S in response to a directive issued  proached by the Shree Jagannath ~ Justice Raghubir Das, was con-
v 9  PNN & AGENCIES between March 5 and 10. by the Orissa High Court to the = Temple Managing Committee  stituted June 6, 2018 to probe the
} h = h Thestate government willspend ~ state government in thisregard, = (SJTMC), for supervisingthein-  missing keys. Meanwhile, the ~
s ala an arrested Bhubaneswar, Feb 29: Chief anadditionalZ350 croreannually  September 29, 2023. With noted  ventory of valuablesinthetem-  then Puri Collector June 13,2018 -
eRaL Minister Naveen Patnaik for it. The decision will benefit  cardiologist Ramakanta Panda  ple treasury. The HC, however, claimed that an envelope with
Mission Gaganvaan will further AGENCIES Thursday announced a hike in ~ 1.48 lakh Anganwadi workers,  asvice-chairman, the panelalso  said that it would not interfere  ‘duplicate keys of inner Ratna
strengthen dgemzcracy Instead of remuneration of Anganwadi  mini-Anganwadi workers and  hasformer Allahabad Bank CMD  with the plan of work regarding  Bhandar’ written on it was found
resorts, you can take MI:AS to space Basirhat (WB), Feb 29: TMC  workers, mini-Anganwadi work- ~ Anganwadi assistants. Bidhubhushan Samal, Chartered  inventory and repair worksof the  in the record room of his office.
! strongman Shajahan Sheikh, ersand their assistants. Thegovernmentalsoannounced ~ Accountant AK Sabat, a repre-  interior walls of the Ratna Bhandar According to an affidavit filed
accused of sexual abuse and The monthly remuneration of  that¥2lakh willbepaidincaseof  sentative of Puri’s titular king  asprepared in the SJTMC meet- by SJTA in HClast year, the temple
) land grab in Sandeshkhali, was =~ Anganwadi workers has been in-  death or complete physical dis-  Gajapati DibyasinghaDeb,arep-  ingheld August4, 2023 onadvice treasury hasapproximately 149.47
MARKET WATCH Ao nabbed by the West Bengal po-  creased from37,500t0%10,000. While  ability and ?1lakh for partial dis-  resentative of Archaeological of the ASI (Puri Circle) superin- kg gold jewellery and 198.79 kg sil-
T —=x lice in the early hours of mini-Anganwadiworkerswillnow  ability of Anganwadi workers,  Survey of India (ASI), servitors  tending archaeologist. verjewellery apart from utensils. The
INDEX v AL—RI ATION Thursday after beingontherun  get 37,250 instead of ¥5,375 per = mini-Anganwadi workers and  Durga Prasad Dasmohapatra, Earlier, SJTMC had submitted  Ratna Bhandar; situated near sanc-
for 55 days that witnessed violent ~ month, Anganwadiassistantswill ~ Anganwadiassistants. Anganwadi ~ Madhav Chandra Mohapatra, thecopy of the resolution passed  tum sanctorum of the temple, has
] 1+ protests, sparking a fierce po-  receive 5,000 asremunerationin-  workers exiting jobs will now get ~ Jagannath Kar and Ganesh  byit August4,2023. Aspertheres-  beendivided into two parts. While
g 72500.30 195.42 litical firestorm. stead of 3,750 monthly The pay %1 lakh instead of 40,000, mini-  Mekap, Puri Collector and Shree  olution, repair of the Ratna  the outer chamber stores orna-
2 2198280 B 31.60 Sheikh was presented before  hike will be effective from October ~ Anganwadi workers375,000instead  Jagannath Temple Administration =~ Bhandar should be taken up at  mentsused by the deities on a daily
= the Basirhat court, which sanc-  2023and thearrearamountwillbe  of ¥30,000and Anganwadiassistants ~ (SJTA) Chief Administrator as  such time so that both therituals  basis, many precious jewellery are
% 82.89 ¥ 20.005 tioned a 10-day remand in po-  credited in their bank accounts  will get 350,000 instead of %20,000. its members. of the deities and darshan by  kept in the inner chamber.
e Y lice custody.
3 89.97 %0.14 Later in the day, TMC ° ° ° ° ° °
= 762610 A 361 spokesperson Derek O’Brien de- )
jom st [V insertion hiccups stall serial killer’s execution
2 z69,600 A 2897 suspend Sheikh for six years.
Soon after, the CID took over the
investigation. AGENCIES already serving a life term when hands and feet. At one point,a  and four news media represen-
Sheikh, a central figure in a he beat a fellow inmate, 22-year- medical team member left to  tatives, including an Associated
WEATHER significant political controversy, =~ Kuna (Idaho), Feb 29: Idaho  old David Dale Jensen, to death gather more supplies. The war-  Press reporter, were on hand to
BBSR CTC emerged from custody around  halted the execution of serial  in 1981 — the crime for which he den announced he was halting  witness the attempt — which
Max Tem 34 7°C 34 2°C 10:40 am, escorted by law en-  Killer Thomas Eugene Creech,  was to be executed. the execution at 10:58am. was to be Idaho’s first execution
p : . forcement officers as he made  one of the longest-serving death Creech was wheeled into the The department said death  in 12 years.
Min Temp ) 5°C 20 5°C his way to the courtroom, ges- row inmates in the US, after  execution chamber at the Idaho warrant for Creech would ex- The execution team was made
’ ’ turing towards the assembled  medical team members failed = Maximum Security Institution pire, and that it was considering  up entirely of volunteers, the
Humidity 85% 87% media. atleasteighttimestofindavein  ona gurney at 10am Wednesday: next steps. While other medical ~ corrections department said.
. . Following a brief hearing,he = where they could establish an in- “Three medical team mem- ID NO. DATE procedures might allow for the = Those tasked with inserting the
Rainfall Nil Nil was returned to custody and  travenous (IV)linetocarryout bers tried eight times to estab- d L0353 execution, the state ismindfulof =~ IVsand administering the lethal
FORECAST subsequently transferred to  the lethal injection. lish an IV,” Department of IDAHGDEPAR the 8th Amendment’s ban on  drughad medical training, but
Bhabani Bhawan, the state po- Creech, 73, hasbeen inprison  Correction Director Josh Tewalt OF CORRECTION cruel and unusual punishment, their identities were kept secret.
DRY WEATHER lice headquarters in Kolkata,as  half a century, convicted of five  said. In some cases, they could- . Tewalt said. They wore white balaclava-style
VERY LIKELY the CID assumed control of the = murdersinthreestatesandsus-  n’taccessthe vein,and inothers, about vein quality. They at- Six Idaho officials, including  face coverings and navy scrub
investigation. pected of several more. He was  they could but had concerns  tempted sites in his arms, legs,  Attorney General Raul Labrador,  caps to conceal their faces.
DSPL-755
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5T and Nabin Odisha
Chairman Kartik Pandian
informs that students from

71 colleges of Balasore
district will get scholarship
amount totaling 330.6 crore

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Feb 29: Acting
on the direction of Chief

CLASSIFIED

Epili Sandhya Rani, D/o.
Epili Krushna Chandra,
resident of Vill:
Pochilima, P.O.:
Makarjhola, P.S.: Hinjili,
Dist.: Ganjam, Odisha
declare by affidavit No. M-
23267413 dated 12.05.2019
that’s now onwords I shall
be known as Sandhya
Santosh Sala, W/o.
Santosh Sala, Vill: B.
Jagannathpur, P.O.:
Borigam, P.S.: Berhampur
Sadar, Dist.: Ganjam, PIN -
761001, Odisha for all
future purposes.

LOST

I Bandita Das, W/o. Bijay
Kumar Das have
purchased a property in
the Mouza: Daruthenga
from Prahallad Mallick
and said Prahallad
Mallick was purchased
this property from Jasoda
alias Dosa Jena vide Regd.
Sale Deed No. 2815,
Dtd.16.04.2009 and after

%purchasing this property,

},

he has recorded mutation
RoR in respect of Khata
No. 801/2460, Plot No.
3025/10088 Area: Ac 0.037
Dec. At the time of
registration, Prahallad
Mallick was handed over
these two original
documents to me but
while I was travelling
from KIIT Campus to
Infocity on Dtd. 12.01.2024.
Somewhere I was lost
these documents, I have
not created any charge,
mortgage, lien with any
financial institution. It is
my humble request, If
anyone get these
documents, please contact
for this Number -
8050379709.

I, Smt. Itishree Padhy
residence of Village/Po:
Siula, PS:Pipili, Dist: Puri
hereby declare that I have
purchased a piece of land
from Bimbadhar Panda on
execution of original sale
deed vide N0.11531101188
on dated 25.04.2021
bearing Khata No.61,
Chaka No. 1, Plot No.1,
area A 0.22 decs, Mouza
Malikabad but the same
original regd sale deed has
been misplaced at Pipili
on dated 19.02.2024. If
anybody has found the
above same document,
please return to advocate
Deepak Ku. Sahoo, Mobile
No0.9937058785.

926 Be S

Minister Naveen Patnaik, 5T
and Nabin Odisha Chairman
Kartik Pandian visited Balasore
district Thursday and attended
the Nua-O Scholarship
Distribution Programme where
he announced that altogether
30,926 eligible students from 71
colleges of the district will get
the scholarship.

During the programme,
Pandian interacted with the stu-
dents, who were apparently ex-
cited and thrilled to receive the
sanction orders and also SMSes
from banks confirming trans-
fer of the scholarship money to
their accounts.

Earlier, 5T Chairman an-
nounced in the meeting that
30,926 eligible students from 71
colleges of Balasore district will
get their scholarship amount
%30.6 crore.

He conveyed the message of

tudents

Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik,
who wished the students all the
best for their future endeavour
and said that this initiative would
help achieve the dream of Nua
Odisha.

Pandian said the government’s
next major initiative will be to
cover all the students through the
launching of the futuristic Nabin
Odisha Magic Card, a points-
system based smart card which
will engage and empower the
youth and enable them towards
academic development, per-
sonality development, skill de-
velopment and employment.

Online registration portal for
this card will be launched March
5,2024. All the students, without
any income criteria, of the UG
and PG courses will be eligible.
And the distribution of the card
will be August 15.

They thanked Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik and the 5T
Chairman for the initiative and
speedy execution of the pro-
gramme.

Later, he visited the memorial
for Manmath Das and Manoj Das
in Bhograi. He hailed the contri-
bution of the great souls towards
the academic and literary devel-
opment in Odisha. He thanked
the family members for donating
the land for the memorial.

REGALING POSE: Artistes perform during a classical dance event by Puri Dance Academy at Annapurna Rangamancha in Pilgrim town, Thursday op pHoTo

7 apparel, garment units
)

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Feb 29: The
state government Thursday dis-
tributed project approval let-
ters to seven apparel and gar-
ment manufacturing units which
will be set up in Khurda dis-
trict, entailing an investment
of ¥378.98 crore.

The firms would generate em-
ployment opportunities for 18,620
people, Industries Minister
Pratap Keshari Deb said during
a special function here where
he handed over letters to the
company officials.

Last week, during the State
Level Single Window Clearance
Authority (SLSWCA) meeting,
these projects received ap-
proval, and the issuance of ap-
proval letters marked a for-
mal acknowledgment of this
decision, a release by the state
government said.

The companies that received
approval letters include Meenu
Creation LLP (Rs 57.78 crore),
Pooja International (Rs 55 crore),
Sonu Exim Pvt Ltd (Rs 55 crore),
Rainbow Fabart Pvt Ltd (Rs 52

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

crore), BL International Pvt Ltd
(Rs 51.10 crore), Fine Lines (Rs
58 crore), and Golden Seams
Industries Pvt Ltd (Rs 50.1 crore).

Following the issuance of
letters, Anil Peshawari, CMD
of Meenu Creation LLP, rep-
resenting the group of seven in-
dustries, emphasised the clus-
ter's commitment to growth
and development.

Hemant Sharma, Principal
Secretary of Industries depart-
ment, Odisha, highlighted the
strategic importance of foster-
ing industrial growth and col-
laboration in his keynote speech.

A pivotal aspect of the event
was the discussion on infra-
structure development and ex-
pedited facilitation, emphasising
the necessity for streamlined
processes and robust infra-
structure to support the bur-
geoning industry.

The state government release
added that investors were showing
keenness in Odisha due to the
state’s conducive business envi-
ronment, stable governance, effi-
cient approval processes, and seam-
less land allotment procedures.

b

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Feb 29:
Agriculture and Farmers’
Empowerment and Fisheries
Minister Ranendra Pratap
Swain Thursday disbursed fi-
nancial assistance of more
than %22 crore to 15,037 house-
holds dependent on fishing as
livelihood support during the
fishing ban on account of Olive
Ridley turtle conservation.

The assistance to families
was provided under the gov-
ernment’s ‘livelihood support
to marine fishermen during
fishing ban period for Olive
Ridley turtle conservation’
scheme. With a total financial
assistance of %22 crore 55lakh,
each fishing family got 15,000
in assistance.

Among the 15,037 families, 423
are from Jagtsingpur, 6,773 from
Kendrapara, 3,450 from Puri, 3,638

Police round up in

POLICE CLAIMTO
SOLVE SPACETOWN
APARTMENT SERIES
FLAT LOOT CASE

DEBADURLLAV HARICHANDAN, OP

Bhubaneswar, Feb 29: The
Commissionerate Police
Thursday claimed to have busted
a nine-member gang of inter-
state burglars and recovered 1.5
kg silver and gold ornaments,
eight mobile phones and four
motorcycles from them.

Information System (GIS) and

from Ganjam and 753 families
from Bhadrak, who are suffer-
ing livelihood losses due the ban
imposed on fishing for conser-
vation of Olive Ridley turtles.
Addressing the meeting or-
ganised at Krushi Bhawan,
Swain said that the government
has introduced the state plan
scheme ‘livelihood support to
marine fishermen during fish-
ing ban period for Olive Ridley

wr

The accused, all from Ganjam
district, were involved in nu-
merous theft cases in
Chhattisgarh, Mumbali,
Hyderabad, Surat and Andhra
Pradesh, apart from various
places here and elsewhere in
the state, police said.

mentation in Puri, said Utkarsh

Govt to conduct digital crop survey

Bhubaneswar, Feb 29: The
state government has decided
to conduct a digital crop survey
across the state to ascertain the
exact area under cultivation by
farmers, a senior official said.

The survey was first piloted in
four districts - Nuapada, Nayagarh,
Deogarh, and Bhadrak — during the
2023-24 Kharif crop seasons.

The exercise will be expanded
to the remaining 26 districts,
Agriculture department
Principal Secretary Arabinda
Kumar Padhee said.

“The survey will help us in
getting accurate amounts of cul-

tivated land in different parts
of the state, and in planning and
policy making,” he said.

The study will be conducted
using a mobile application de-
veloped jointly by the Centre
and the state government.

“Geo-referenced cadastral
maps with Geographic

Global Positioning System (GPS)
technologies will be used to en-
sure the farmland position,” of-
ficials said.

The digital survey will estab-
lish a clear picture of crops being
sown in the farmlands during dif-
ferent agriculture seasons, they
said.It will also provide data on
damage from natural calami-
ties, disease attacks and agro-
met services across the coun-
try, the officials added.

In arelated development, the
state government said it will ex-
tend the artificial insemination
programme to nine more dis-
tricts after its successful imple-

Vijay, vice-president at Samagra
Governance, the technical part-
ner for the project.

The nine districts where the
programme will now be rolled out
are Balasore, Bargarh, Bhadrak,
Cuttack, Ganjam, Jagatsinghpur,
Jajpur, Kendrapara and
Mayurbhanj.

“This is a first-of-its-kind serv-
ice in India, which is now being
expanded to 10 districts includ-
ing Puri. Initial findings show
more than 50 per cent positive
pregnancy diagnosis. This ini-
tiative will help in increasing
productivity and income of farm-
ers,” he said.

turtle conservation’ with an ob-
jective to provide financial as-
sistance to affected families for
strengthening their livelihood
during the fishing ban period.
“QOdisha is one of the most
important maritime states in
the country endowed with a
480km long coastline. About 5.18
lakh of marine fishers belong-
ing to 1.151akh families solely de-
pend on fishing for their liveli-

Twin-city Police
Commissioner Sanjeeb Panda
said a special team, consisting of
three sleuths, was tracking down
the movement of the notorious
gang before finally managing to
round them up, Thursday. He
said seven more members of the
gang, who are on run, will be
nabbed soon.

Panda said the kingpin of the
gang, Girish Naik, would recce
isolated apartments having in-
adequate security measures, like
single-door locks, scant security
guards and low boundary walls,
during the day. After dark, the

to come up in Khurda 15,037 families get livelihood support
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hood,” said the minister.

The state’s coastline is known
as a breeding ground for the
rare Olive Ridley turtle. Every
year they come from thousands
of miles to the Odisha coast to

lay eggs. “To protect their spawn- -

ing process, fishing restrictions
are imposed from November 1
to May 31 every year near the
Rushikulya river mouth of
Ganjam, Dhamara river mouth
of Bhadrak, Deviriver mouth
of Puri and Jagatsinghpur
and throughout the year in
the Gahirmatha Marine
Sanctuary of Kendrapara,”
added the minister.

The state government has in-
creased the livelihood assis-
tance from time to time con-
sidering the demands made by
fishermen through different fo-
rums. The amount was in-

creased to 7,500 in 2017-18 and
again to 15,000 in 2023.

ter-state burglar gang

gang members would strike those
flats and loot gold ornaments
and cash kept in those.

The miscreants are involved
in more than eight burglary
cases, including the four apart-
ment thefts in Spacetown
Apartment under Mancheswar
Police limits, said Panda.

Police sources said Girish
Naik had been booked in more
than 40 cases under Ganjam
Police limits in the past. The ar-
rested have been booked under
Section 457 and 380 of IPC, and
were produced before a local
court for remand.

E-vehicle gifted to Capital Hosp

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

Bhubaneswar, Feb 29: The
Odisha State Warehousing
Corporation (OSWC) provided
one 10-seater e-vehicle at a cost
of %11.90 lakh to the Capital
Hospital here out of its CSR
fund in an event held in the hos-
pital campus, Thursday.

Atanu Sabyasachi Nayak,
Minister of FS & CW,
Cooperation, Higher Education,
presented the vehicle to
Laxmidhar Sahoo, Director,
Capital Hospital.

The Capital Hospital is a pre-
mier hospital, which was re-
cently granted the status of a
Post Graduate Institute, is spread

across 25 acres of land with 750
beds with about 5,500 patients
coming for treatment on a daily
basis. The electric vehicle will
help a lot to the regular patients,
PWDs, children and senior cit-
izens for their seamless move-
ment inside the campus, espe-
cially among different
departments, to avail treatment
within a short span of time.
The OSWC is providing ware-
housing and logistic support to
the agriculture sector by operating
68 warehouses spread over 30 dis-
tricts of the state. The Corporation
mainly deals in scientific storage
of food grains for distribution
under PDS and other welfare
schemes of the government.

FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS CONTACT OUR BOOKING STATIONS

Acharya Vihar-Dayal Agency-9437135727, A.P. Tours and Travel, Maitri Vihar, C.S. Pur- 9861301598, Aurobindo Market-Sai Audio & Electronics-9438304668, Airport Road-Sai Baba Variety Store-9090071530, Anish Infotech- Tankapani Road-9861341488,
Bapuji Nagar- Dreamland Studio- 9777517314, Baramunda Rental Colony-Maa Ramchandi Communication-9658821469, Baramunda Housing Board Colony-Pappu Variety Store-9040500106, Cuttack Road-Alishan Snacks-8984236754, District
Center (Chandrasekharpur)-Sai Google Mart-9776056507, Forest Park-DTDC Couriers & Services (HB Services)-7381024156, IRC Village-Bapi Xerox-9090090404, Gift Hut(Antriksh Gifts & Decors Pvt. Ltd.)-9954781084, Pruthvi Medicine-9853314816,
Janpath-Krupajal Book Store-7978646669, Jaydev Vihar-AK Enterprises-7978116618, Subam Sai Books Store-8895550649, Swain Graphics- 9337121249, Jagannath Mobile Point- Janpath Road, Ram Mandir- 9938475415, Kanan Vihar-Auro
Electronics-8260697560, Khandagiri- Swosti Mobile Centre- 7992914045, World Solution- 9938317559, KIIT Road-Jugad Jn-9338545031, Laxmi Sagar-Aditya Mobile-9438191836, Lewis Road-Spider Web-7809186415, Metro Satellite City-Arogya Mitra
Medicine Store-9853621640, Madhusudan Nagar-Mohapatra Communication-9124446664, Maa Santoshi travels- Gajapati Nagar- 9777675867, Nayapalli- The Cake Room- 7873660137, Near Mayfair Lagoon-Coockieman-9439491273, Nigamananda-
Omm Sai Travels-9668284823, Nr Cosmopolis Main Gate- Shreeram Medical Store- 8763711714, Net Square- Niladri Vihar (C.S. Pur)- 7205634821, Priyadarshini Market-Astro Point-9938134346, R.N. General Store-Nilakantha Nagar-9438642501, Sahid
Nagar- Maa Communication- 9437353424, Sahini General Store- Near Patia Railway Station, Mahavir Vihar- 9937586626, Satya Nagar-Baishnavi Mixture & Sweets-7894821764, Samantapur- Download Point-7504557743, Sailashree Vihar-Harsha Book
Store-8093449515, Saheed Nagar-Jagannath Graphics-7978652670, Photo World-7978468191, Sainath Photo Studio-8984436129, Shanti & Co-9937071063, Siripur-Omm Maa Sarala Communication-9777682449, Sushree fashion- Jagmara-9938714347,
Shree Vision- Sailashree Vihar-9861476678, Unit-3-LIC of India Premium Point-9337787080, Unit-7- LIC Premium Point- 9338227422, VSS Nagar-Friends Cake & Bake-8658200930, Jeet Infoworld-7205195782, XIMB Square-LD Books-9658061373.




®

Orissa

FRIDAY | MARCH 1| 2024 | BHUBANESWAR

downtown

POST

AMA BANK INITIATIVE

CM opens 2K village
banking outlets

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 29: Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik
Thursday inaugurated 2,000 CSP
(Customer Service Point) plus
outlets under the ‘Ama Bank’
initiative, aimed at providing
banking services in all unbanked
gram panchayats of the state.

The 'Ama Bank' programme
was launched last year after it
was realised that 4,373 out of
the state's total 6,789 gram pan-
chayats lacked banking outlets,
causing difficulties for people
to avail benefits from various
schemes.

In November 2023, the state
government opened 750 CSP Plus
outlets, and now an additional

2,000 outlets have been launched.

Patnaik said financial inclu-
sion is crucial for social and eco-
nomic progress and empower-
ment of the people.

He said no country or state
can achieve inclusive growth
without ensuring financial in-
clusion for its citizens. Delivering
public services to the last mile
in a fair and transparent man-
ner has been a top priority of
the government, he added.

However, financial inclusion
has remained a challenge in
Odisha due to the limited geo-
graphical penetration of banks,
with about 65 per cent of gram
panchayats lacking brick-and-
mortar bank branches, the CM
said, adding that this resulted in

significant challenges in ac-
cessing banking services and
Direct Benefit Transfers for rural
residents.

To address this issue, the state
government has collaborated
with six public sector banks, in-
cluding SBI, PNB, UBI, UCO
Bank, Bank of India, and Bank
of Baroda, to implement the
'Ama Bank' scheme, he added.

The Ama Bank scheme is being
implemented in a phased man-
ner to cover all unbanked gram
panchayats of the state. The gov-
ernment of Odisha is providing
rent-free banking space for 5
years along with electricity and
internet connectivity. The state
government is also bearing one-
time expense for fixed costs and
recurring expenses for three
years. A provision of 500 Crore
has been made for this purpose.

In the first phase, 750 CSP plus
outlets were opened which are ren-
dering full-fledged banking serv-
ices like deposits, advances, re-
mittances, loan, Aadhaar-Enabled
Payment Systems, credit link-
age to SHGs, coverage under so-
cial security schemes free of cost.

Expelled BJD MLA Jagadev joins BJP

Palm leaf manuscripts given to ASI

Bhubaneswar: Another expelled BJD MLA Prasanta Kumar

\f Jagadev Thursday joined the BJP. He was an MLA from Chilika
constituency before expulsion. Jagadev, a two-time MLA, once
from Begunia and currently the sitting legislator from Chilika,
joined the saffron party in the presence of Odisha co-in-charge
Lata Usendi, Bhubaneswar MP Aparajita Sarangi and former state
unit president Samir Mohanty. Jagadev is the second expelled
BJD leader after Pradeep Panigrahy to join BJP this month.

Bhubaneswar: Customs department Thursday handed
over palm leaf and paper manuscripts, seized in 2019 and
2020 while being attempted to be exported to Spain and
France, to the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) here.
Sanjay Pant, principal chief commissioner of GST, central
excise and customs, Bhubaneswar zone, handed over the
manuscripts to representatives of the ASI in the virtual
presence of Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman.

SWITCHING SIDE

Several leaders of Bharatiya Janata
Party, Aam Aadmi Party and
Congress from Kalahandi district join
Biju Janata Dal at Sankha Bhawan in
Bhubaneswar, Thursday
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President Droupadl Murmu confers honorary D Litt on Prime Minister’s Pr|n0|pal Secretary Pramod Kumar Mishra

during the 53rd convocation ceremony of Utkal University in Bhubaneswar, Thursday

OP PHOTO

Prez confers D Litt
on PK Mishra

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 29: President
Droupadi Murmu Thursday con-
ferred the honorary D Litt on
the Prime Minister's Principal
Secretary Pramod Kumar Mishra
at the convocation of Utkal
University here.

Murmu, who addressed the
53rd convocation of the varsity,
conferred the honorary degree
on the Odisha-born bureaucrat
in presence of Governor
Raghubar Das, who is also its
Chancellor. The degree is a fit-
ting recognition of Mishra’s
exceptional leadership, unwa-
vering commitment to public
service and profound contri-
bution to the advancement of
Indian administrative service,
the President said. A 1972-batch
retired IAS officer of Gujarat
cadre, Mishra had taken charge
as principal secretary to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
September 2019.

State Water Informatics Centre soon

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Feb 29: The
state government Thursday de-
cided to establish a State Water
Informatics Centre (SWIC) for
the coordination, collection and
dissemination of water re-
sources data.

Chief Secretary Pradeep
Kumar Jena said this will be
done with the support and guid-
ance of the National Water
Informatics Centre (NWIC).

This was among the eight pro-
posals that received approval of
the state Cabinet, headed by
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik.

The SWIC will provide a com-

CABINET DECIS!ION

prehensive repository of hydro-
meteorological data for the state.
It will act under the purview of
the water resources department,
Jena told reporters after the
Cabinet meeting.

The centre will have a profi-
cient team well-versed in water

resource management, data han-
dling, and information tech-
nology, sourced from existing
organizations or outsourced as
needed, Jena said.

The Cabinet also approved
the proposal for the regularisa-
tion of 504 contractual super-

visors of the Women and Child
Development Department.

Regularization of their serv-
ices will ensure the uninter-
rupted delivery of essential serv-
ices and support to vulnerable
children and women covered
under the Integrated Child
Development Services (ICDS)
programs in the state, Jena
added.

The state will bear an addi-
tional burden of ¥18.51 crore per -
annum for this.

In addition, the Cabinet ap-
proved amendments to the serv-
ice rules for the multipurpose
health workers, radiographers,
pharmacists and nurses.
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Dr. Dansa KOUROUMA
of Guinea, Guinea (2019)

Professor Muhammad Yunus
(Nobel Laureate)

Founder, Grameen Bank,
Bangladesh (2018)

His Holiness

The 14th Dalai Lama (2017)
Nobel Laureate, 2005 and
Spiritual Leader

Ms. Ashley Judd,

His Excellency
Dr Alejandro Toledo,
Former President of Peru (2015)

Ms. Anne F. Stenhammer

PAST RECIPIENTS —_—

Her Excellency Mama Rachel Ruto, EGH
First Lady of the Republic of
Kenya (2022)

President, National Transition Council

Hollywood Actor, Activist & Global
Goodwill Ambassador, UNFPA (2016)

Former Regional Programme Director,
UN Women, South Asia Regional Office (2014)

Bhubaneswar, Odisha, India

A home for 80,000 indigenous children
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Mr. Bill Gates, Co-chair of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, and Co-Founder &
former CEO of Microsoft receiving the prestigious KISS Humanitarian Award 2023
from Prof. Achyuta Samanta, Founder, KIIT, KISS & KIMS, Bhubaneswar, Odisha, India.
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Nobel Laureates
among the awardees

KALINGA INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL SCIENCES (KISS)

Madam Albina Du Boisrouvray
Founder, Association Frangois-Xavier
Bagnoud (FXB International),

Switzerland (2013)

His Excellency

Lyonchhen Jigmi Y. Thinley
Hon'ble Prime Minister, The Royal
Government of Bhutan (2012)

Rt Hon. Lord Nicholas

Addison Phillips

President (Chief Justice) of
the Supreme Court of the
United Kingdom (2011)

Rt. Hon. Sir Anerood Jugnauth
Eminent Social Worker &
His Excellency the President of

Mauritius (2010)

Dr. Ham Kee-Sun

Eminent Educationist & Physician
and Hon'ble President & Founder,
Hanseo University, South Korea (2009)

Ms. Edna Bomo Molewa

Noted Social Worker & Hon'ble
Cabinet Minister, Social Development,
South Africa National Assembly,

South Africa (2008)

The KISS Humanitarian Award is a prestigious annual international award conferred by the Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences (KISS) in Bhubaneswar, India, conceptualized and the brainchild of visionary humanitarian
and educationist Prof. Achyuta Samanta, Founder of KIIT and KISS. The award was initiated in 2008 to recognize and felicitate individuals for their exemplary and distinguished service to humanity across the globe.
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The whole world yearns after
freedom, yet each creature is in
love with his chains; this is the
first paradox and inextricable
knot of our nature.

SRI AUROBINDO

Judgment Day

ay by day, week by week, courts are increasingly becoming the
Dfront line in the struggle to preserve democracy from populists

and authoritarians. In the United States, the Supreme Court re-
cently heard oral arguments on a decision by Colorado’s highest court
that Donald Trump is ineligible to appear on the state’s presidential
ballot, owing to his role in the January 6, 2021, insurrection at the US
Capitol. And an appellate court has ruled against Trump’s claim that
presidents enjoy immunity for any action taken while in office.

Moreover, a state court in New York has just imposed a $354 million
penalty on Trump for financial fraud. That comes on top of $83 million
awarded by the jury in a case where Trump was accused of defaming
a woman who had successfully sued him for sexual assault. In addition
to barring him from holding any senior role in a New York-based com-
pany for the next three years, these two rulings will likely strip Trump
of almost all his available cash holdings.

Meanwhile, across the Atlantic, the United Kingdom’s Conservative
government has been trying to pass a migrant-relocation bill that is in-
tended to bypass a UK Supreme Court ruling late last year overturn-
ing similar legislation. In Israel, the country’s highest court recently
struck down an amendment to the Basic Law
that would have curtailed its own author-
ity. And in Germany, the Constitutional
Court recently ruled that public funding can
be denied to the far-right, anti-democratic
Die Heimat party, leading to speculation
that it could consider a similar case in-
volving the increasingly popular Alternative
fiir Deutschland (AfD).

The ballot-eligibility case before the US
Supreme Court may turn out to be one of
the most important in US history. After the
Colorado Supreme Court ruled that Trump’s

role in the January 6 insurrection bars Nicholas Reed
him from holding high office, it became Langen
inevitable that the top court would have to .

weigh in. At d t|me Of

Having accepted the case, the justices must i i

decide whether they will block Trump’s re- mountl ng popu list
turn to the presidency, knowing that he = pressure, the
has promised to unleash “bedlam” if they ]Ud | C|ary’5 ap parent
rule against him. But even if Trump’s fol- democratic

lowers cause disorder, America’s system of
democracy — which was designed to deter
demagogues — will have held. By contrast,
if the justices overturn the Colorado de-

unaccountability
will likely prove to

cision, as seems likely, the future of be one of its
American democracy may well be left to just fundamental
a sliver of voters in key swing states.

The courts and the law have been in- strengths, nota
terwoven with American political life weakness. They
almost since the founding. In 1835, Alexis
de Tocqueville observed that, “Scarcely may now be the last
any political question arises in the United guarantors of
States that is not resolved, sooner or democratic

later, into a judicial question.” This was
no exaggeration. In 1803, the Supreme
Court had asserted, in Marbury v.
Madison, its authority to review and, if
necessary, strike down legislation, establishing itself as the final
arbiter on the meaning and requirements of the US Constitution.
Although America has long been the world’s preeminent democ-
racy, few other countries have adopted its judicial model. Within the
US, the sovereignty of the Court is taken almost for granted, with
only occasional murmurs of dissent. But many observers elsewhere

constitutional order

/are troubled by the idea that a few men and women in black robes could

},

decide on, say, the creation of a national bank or the legality of slav-
ery. While almost every democratic country has a constitutional court,
few are as politically super-charged as America’s. Instead, they are ex-
pected to defer to elected officials.

And yet, populist politics has increasingly strained many countries’
constitutional orders, leading to more instances of courts asserting them-
selves in novel ways. A good example is the right-wing Israeli admin-
istration’s attempt to bar the country’s Supreme Court from considering
“the reasonableness of a decision of the government, the prime min-
ister, or any other minister.”

Last month, Israel’s Supreme Court struck down that law. Following
in the footsteps of their American counterparts, the justices determined
that the Court - not the Knesset, not the government, and not the pres-
ident - is the highest authority on the meaning and requirements of
Israel’s Basic Laws.

In the UK, where the courts have long been described as “lions under
the throne,” last year’s ruling striking down the government’s mi-
grant-relocation law suggests that the justices will come out of the shad-
ows when necessary. The government’s attempt to send asylum seek-
ers to Rwanda, the court ruled, amounted to a violation of both
international and domestic law, because — contrary to what the Foreign
Office claims - Rwanda does not qualify as a safe country for resettle-
ment.

It is unclear what will happen if Prime Minister Rishi Sunak’s gov-
ernment manages to pass a bill declaring Rwanda to be “safe,” simply
because no British government has ever adopted legislation whose sole
purpose is to deny reality. (In fact, Rwandans seeking political asylum
in the UK already outnumber those whom the UK is trying to send to
Rwanda.)

If the UK’s traditional conception of parliamentary sovereignty
holds, the Supreme Court will be obliged to accept this Alice in
Wonderland outcome. Still, even if the justices prove unwilling to
topple the constitutional apple cart in this particular case, the
broader shift in judicial power is clear, both in Britain and inter-
nationally.

To survive this period of populist assaults on the democratic
order, courts will need to embrace their proper role as arbiters of
justice. They know that their decisions cannot rest on the emotional
whims of a Trump or a Boris Johnson. They must follow reason,
precedent, and law.

At a time of mounting populist pressure, the judiciary’s apparent dem-
ocratic unaccountability will likely prove to be one of its fundamen-
tal strengths, not a weakness. They may now be the last guarantors of
democratic constitutional order.

The writer; a 2021 re:constitution fellow, edits the LSE Public Policy
Review and writes on the British constitution for The Justice Gap.
©PROJECT SYNDICATE

WISDOM CORNER

bb
bb

bb

He who would learn to fly one day must first learn to stand and walk
and run and climb and dance; one cannot fly into flying.
FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE

The first principle is that you must not fool yourself and you are the
easiest person to fool.
RICHARD P. FEYNMAN

All we have to decide is what to do with the time that is given us.
JRR TOLKIEN

FOCUS NATION

CUSTODIAN OF DEMOCRACY

e manifest concern for
preserving democracy
in India cannot be bet-
ter exemplified than in

the two recent verdicts of the
Supreme Court, both authored
by CJIDY Chandrachud. In one,
a seemingly minor electoral issue
in the election of the Mayor of
Chandigarh, provoked the CJI to
describe the abuse of authority
by the Returning Officer as “a
murder of democracy” when he
found that the ballot papers were
defaced by him so as to invalidate
eight otherwise valid votes of
the opposing candidate which
illegally resulted in declaring

Haresh M. Jagtiani  the BJP candidate to be elected
as Mayor. And in the second ver-
dict, the constitutional bench of
the SC headed by the CJI de-
clared the Electoral Bonds

TOPUTIT Scheme (EBS) to be invalid and
unconstitutional, violating the

PLAINLY’ THE fundamental right of a citizen
EBS WAS THE  under Article 19 (1) (a) by deny-

9 ing him information fundamental
GOVERNMENT’S to his right to receive the same
WAY OF  intheinterestof fair and freeelec-

tions to Parliament and state

SYSTEMATIZE legislatures. The underlined
BRIBERY UNTO theme of both these verdicts is
the preservation of democracy,

ITSELF nothing more, and nothing less.

In 2017, the Finance Act
brought about four significant
amendments in laws that gov-
erned contributions to political
parties by individuals and cor-
porations. The statutes that were
amended were the
Representation of the People
Act, 1951; the Companies Act,
2013; Section 13 A of the Income
Tax Act, 1995; and Section 31 of
the Reserve Bank of India Act,
1931. The purport in all these al-
terations was to provide com-
plete secrecy and anonymity to
cash contributions to political
parties by their donors.
Contributions could be made
without limit by donors on the
assurance that their identities
would remain secret as would the
identities of political parties to
whom such donations or con-
tributions were made. By these
amendments, neither the donor
nor the receiving parties were re-
quired to maintain any accounts

Dismantling gender bias at workplace

ender bias in Indian work-
Gplaces remains a critical

issue, impeding the
progress of women and stifling
the full potential of our work-
force. Despite advancements in
various sectors, traditional stereo-
types and cultural norms con-
tinue to marginalise women,
limiting their opportunities for
professional growth and con-
tributing to a lopsided repre-
sentation in leadership roles.
The prevalence of gender bias not

. only undermines the principles
Lakshmi Prasad Padhy of equality and fairness but also
hampers organisational per-

formance, innovation and na-

ADDRESSING tional building. In this context,
GENDER BIAS AT addressing ggnder bias in Indian
workplaces is not just a matter

WORKPLACE IS of social justice but also an im-
perative for economic develop-

NOTJUSTA ment and sustainable progress.
MATTER OF SOCIAL l_iy uncgersta:indigg the cgr_npleiX-
ities of gender bias and imple-

JUSTICE BUT ALSO menting targeted interventions,
AN IMPERATIVE we can create a workplace culture
that values diversity, fosters in-

FOR ECONOMIC  clusivity, and empowers women
DEVELOPMENT to thrive. Research consistently

demonstrates that diverse and in-
clusive workplaces are not only
more innovative and productive
but also better equipped to nav-
igate the complex challenges of
today’s global economy. This ar-

The manifest concern for preserving democracy

in India cannot be better exemplified than in the

two recent verdicts of the Supreme Court, both
authored by CJI DY Chandrachud

or records to show the extent of
contributions made or received.

This was in stark departure
from the amended provisions of
law which compelled donors to
disclose the parties to whom con-
tributions were made and the
amounts so contributed. Equally;
political parties were bound to dis-
close amounts received by them
in full. The consequences of not
maintaining proper accounts,
especially by companies, were
penal in nature under the
amended provisions. Quite ob-
viously, the rationale of these
amended provisions was that in
the larger public interest, such
contributions made to political
parties were not meant as quid
pro quo for favours to the donor.

These laws ensured probity in
public life and contributed to
keeping the institution of elections
clean, free and fair. Prior to the
amendment, the monopoly to
issue bearer instruments which
have the potential of becoming
currency was with the RBI.
However, by the amendment, any
bank could be notified by the
Central government as having
the authority to issue electoral
bonds. To put it plainly, the EBS
was the government’s way of in-
stitutionalising bribery unto it-
self. A PIL was filed shortly after
the introduction of EBS and the
principal challenge was that the
secrecy attending EBS was a vi-
olation of a citizen’s fundamen-
tal right under Article 19 (1) (a).
By well-established judicial prece-

ticle explores innovative strate-
gies and practical solutions to
overcome gender bias, paving
the way for a more equitable
and prosperous future for all.
In India, gender biases are
deeply rooted in societal norms
and institutional structures,
making them difficult to eradi-
cate through traditional means
alone. Overcoming gender bias
requires innovative strategies
that challenge entrenched norms,
promote diversity and inclusion,
and foster systemic change.
Reverse mentorship pro-
grammes should be encouraged
to allow senior leaders to gain in-
sights into the challenges women
face in the workplace while pro-
viding mentorship and support to
aspiring female leaders.
Organisations need to implement
gender-blind recruitment prac-
tices to eliminate biases in hir-
ing process. Removing identifying
information such as names and
gender from resumes ensures that
candidates are evaluated based
solely on their qualification, merit,
and experience. Workplaces should
encourage employee resource
groups dedicated to promoting
gender diversity and inclusion.
These groups provide a platform
for women to connect, share ex-
periences, and advocate for change

dents, an Indian had the right to
information in matters relating
to governance by the State. Courts
had previously traced a citizen’s
right to information to the values
of good governance, transparency
and accountability by which the
citizen could hold the State li-
able for its actions and inactions
in matters of governance.
Another facet of Article 19 (1)
(a) was the evolution of the ju-
risprudence on the right to in-
formation to a citizen. The SC
had recognised the importance
of information to form views on
social, cultural and political is-
sues, and participate in and con-
tribute to discussions. This foun-
dational basis of the challenge to
EBS found favour with the SC
which eventually upheld the same
and declared the EBS to be un-
constitutional and invalid. In the
process of its judgment, the SC held
that secrecy in contributions to
undisclosed political parties was
an obvious means of obtaining
political favours by way of quid
pro quo from the government in
power. Previously, any contri-
bution made in excess of Rs
20,000 by an individual or a com-
pany was bound to be disclosed
and accounted for, but now a
limitless amount could furtively
exchange hands from the donor
to the donee through the in-
strumentality of an electoral bond.
What further irked the SC
was that when EBS was being
mooted and referred to institu-
tions such as RBI and the

within the organisation.
Flexible career paths should
be introduced to accommodate
women'’s diverse needs and aspi-
rations. Organisations should
invest in targeted leadership de-
velopment programmes specifi-
cally designed for women. Existing
policies in workplaces need to be
reviewed to ensure they are gen-
der-inclusive and supportive of
work-life balance. This may in-
clude offering parental leave for
both mothers and fathers, subsi-
dising childcare expenses, and
providing resources for eldercare
support. Managers should be
trained to conduct performance
evaluations through a gender-
sensitive lens. They should en-
courage objective criteria and
discourage subjective assessments
that may be influenced by un-
conscious bias. Partnering with
NGOs, industry associations, and
government agencies can pro-
vide access to resources, best
practices, and advocacy platforms.
By proactively monitoring and
addressing disparities in task
allocation, organisations can
promote gender equity and em-
power women to showcase their
skills and capabilities. Virtual
Reality (VR) Empathy Training
can help individuals develop
greater empathy and under-

Election Commission for their
views, both of them expressed
serious misgivings about the
scheme, including alerting the
government and that the EBS
would provide a convenient con-
duit for money laundering and
other pernicious practices that
would hurt the democratic fab-
ric of the nation. These con-
cerns and objections were
brushed aside contemptuously,
as it were, by the government.

The SC impliedly in its rea-
soning upheld these concerns of
RBIand EC. The Union of India
in its response to the Petitioner
brazenly argued, contrary to ju-
dicial precedents, that the citi-
zen’s right to information was
not absolute. The Union argued
that the donor was not bound to
disclose his affiliation to a polit-
ical party nor his contribution
made to it as that would be an in-
vasion of the donor’s right of
privacy. This argument was re-
pelled by SC by holding that right
of acitizen to information under
Article 19 (1) (a) far outweighed
in importance as an inalienable
democratic value to the donor’s
right of privacy in this regard.

The SC on a scrutiny of the
defaced ballot papers held that it
was obvious that the real win-
ner was the AAP candidate and
declared him as the Mayor of
Chandigarh in the place of the pre-
viously “elected” BJP candidate.
The SC has now issued a con-
tempt notice to the Returning
Officer and proposes to prose-
cute him for abuse of the electoral
process and perjury.

What is of significance and
runs parallel in both the above ver-
dicts is the SC’s innate concern for
upholding democratic values in
the Indian polity. Both the above
judgments are from the heart and
the intellectual flavour is just the
vehicle through which the SC has
done this country proud.

The writer is a senior

advocate who practices in the
Supreme Court and has

espoused causes of public interest.
He heads the Mumbai law firm
Oasis Counsel and Advisory.
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standing for the challenges faced
by marginalised groups, in-
cluding women, in the work-
place and beyond. Offering flex-
ible work arrangements, such
as remote work options and flex-
ible hours, can help women bet-
ter balance their professional
and personal responsibilities.

By embracing out-of-the-box
strategies such as reverse men-
torship programmes, gender-
blind recruitment, and flexible ca-
reer paths, organisations can
create amore equitable and em-
powering environment for all
employees. It is time to shatter the
barriers that hold women back
and build a future where gen-
der equality is not just a goal
but areality. Today, we stand at
the crossroads of history. Unless
we really empower our women in
all conceivable areas of social, po-
litical, economic, organisational
and national life through hon-
est implementation of proactive
measures and innovative strate-
gies, we will certainly owe an
explanation to the posterity. The
big question that will remain
largely unanswered is “How mod-
ern is our modernity”?

The writer is a former senior
banker, academic advisor; HR
consultant and policy analyst.

Space mission

Sir, Kudos to the four IAF pilots
named for Gaganyaan, the country’s
maiden human spaceflight mission
set to take place in 2025. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi released

etters

the names of the four astronaut-des-
ignates, including Group Captain
Prasanth Balakrishnan Nair, Group
Captain Ajit Krishnan, Group Captain
Angad Pratap, and Wing Commander
Shubhanshu Shukla, during his visit
to the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre
in Thiruvananthapuram. With ex-
tensive flying experience, the crew
has undergone rigorous training for
about four years. Prime Minister
Modi presented the four with ‘as-
tronaut wings’ on the occasion.
NJ Ravi Chander;, BANGALORE
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Income & expenditure

Sir, According to the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation’s most recent
household consumption expenditure survey, per capita urban household expenditure at cur-
rent prices has more than doubled, rising from Rs 2,630 in 2011-12 to Rs 6,459 in 2022-23. Similarly,
rural areas have seen an increase from Rs 1,430 to Rs 3,773. Parallel to these figures is the claim
that poverty has decreased by five per cent. The figure of about 23 crore people coming out
of multidimensional poverty was also in the news a few days ago. Amidst all this there is
also a fact that there has been no significant increase in per capita income. In rural areas,
per capita monthly income is almost the same as per capita monthly expenditure. It has also
been discovered that expenditure on non-food products has climbed, whilst expenditure on
food grains has fallen in comparison to previous years. Expenditure on fruits, vegetables,
milk, seafood, edible oil, and other items has grown. Similarly, spending on education, -
health, entertainment, clothing, and other vital consumer products has risen. One reason g
for this is that the average consumption spending in that sector has increased as a result of
individuals returning from cities to villages during COVID and becoming employed in the
agricultural sector. However, the same argument does not apply when raising urban expen-
diture. During this period, the government is always attempting to keep inflation under con-
trol. However, this does not achieve a balance between per capita income and expenditure. —
In most homes, there is just one earner, but she/he supports three people on average.

Abhijit Roy, JAMSHEDPUR
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State

‘Learn from

PNN & AGENCIES

Keojhar, Feb 29: Asserting that
the societies of the tribal people
are the treasure of traditional
knowledge, President Droupadi
Murmu Thursday said that their
lifestyle is icon of non-violence
and symbol of co-existence.

Murmu, India’s first tribal
President, said this after inau-
gurating a national seminar on
‘Tribes of Keonjhar: People,
Culture and Heritage’ organ-
ised by Dharanidhar University
at Gambharia, Keonjhar.

Referring to global warming
and climate change, Murmu said
that only tribals know the tech-
nique of living in harmony with
the environment.

They do not cause damage to
nature for which there is a bal-
ance in the environment, she
pointed out adding that there
are a lot many things which
could be learnt from the tribal
society.

She urged students, re-
searchers and others to make
efforts to save and spread this
wealth of knowledge.

Suggesting that students and
researchers spend at least five
days and nights in tribal vil-
lages to acquire experience of
their lifestyle, the President said
their knowledge could be utilised
for the betterment of the society:.

“The old persons in tribal vil-
lages know which plant is use-
ful for which disease. Since the
people of those generations are
depleting, one must acquire their

24x1 control
centre to monitor
power supply in
south Odisha

N
-
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Berhampur, Feb 29: The Tata
Power Southern Odisha
Distribution Ltd (TPSODL), a
joint venture between Tata Power
and the state government, has
opened a centralised 24x7 power
system control centre (PSCC) to
oversee and monitor different
power supply feeders for en-
suring efficient operation.

The control centre is equipped
with dedicated mobile numbers
for effective communication with
the respective circles, along with
amanagement information sys-

’ tem (MIS) on regular tripping and
restoration for timely informa-
tion dissemination to all inter-
nal and external stakeholders, an
official of TPSODL said.

Besides, decentralised con-
trol centres have become func-
tional at Berhampur, Jeypore,
Rayagada, and Bhanjanagar.

The power distribution com-
pany has made necessary prepa-
rations to provide uninterrupted
and reliable power supply dur-
ing the upcoming summer sea-
son, anticipating a peak demand
of 820 MW.

It has established 814 fuse call
centres to attend to fuse-call
complaints efficiently through
the FCC 2.0 mobile application.

In addition, sub-division wise
night breakdown teams have
been deployed to promptly ad-
dress 33 KV and 11 KV break-
downs, he said.

Besides, six mobile distribu-
tion substations have been sta-
tioned across six circles of TP-
SODL to address emergency
requirements.

We are committed to ensur-
ing uninterrupted and reliable
power supply, especially during
the summer season, the CEO of
TPSODL, Amit Garg, said.

knowledge which could be use-
ful for the next generation,” she
said.

She also pointed out that there
is almost no gender discrimi-
nation in tribal societies.

“The idea of women empow-
erment could get energy from the
tribal societies,” she said adding
that the tribals are mostly hon-
est and simple persons.

Simplicity is the hallmark of
tribals and that makes them dif-
ferent from others, she said.

Interaction with Juangs

Earlier, on the second day of
her four-day visit to the state,
Murmu arrived at Raisuan
airstrip in Keonjhar in a spe-
cial aircraft and had an inter-
action with the Juang tribe men

ESI ofticial

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, Feb 29: Vigilance
sleuths Thursday trapped and
caught red-handed a senior as-
sistant working at the ESI
Dispensary at Jail Road here for
demanding and accepting a bribe
of 10,000 from the complainant,
an accident-victim.

Sources said the accused em-
ployee identified as Abhiram
Sahu was apprehended by the
state Vigilance directorate for al-
legedly demanding ¥10,000 bribe
from an accident victim for clear-
ing his medical reimbursement
claim under ESI Scheme.

The complainant, being poor,
had been repeatedly requesting
Sahu to process his medical
claim for a long time. However,
Sahu kept dillydallying and in-
sisting on the payment of the
said amount to get his work done.

Given his financial status, the
complainant was expressing his
inability to arrange and pay the
bribe amount. Finding no other

CIL, BHEL to jointly set up ammonium nitrate unit in state

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Feb 29: Public sector
giants Coal India Limited (CIL) and
Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited
(BHEL) have signed a joint ven-
ture (JV) agreement for setting up
an ammonium nitrate plant based
on surface coal gasification tech-
nology in Odisha.

The Coal Ministry announce-
ment Wednesday said the plant to
come up in Lakhanpur area of
Mahanadi Coalfields Limited (MCL),
will initially produce 2,000 tonnes
of ammonium nitrate per day.

The annual production is slated
at 6.60lakh tonnes which requires
1.3 million tonnes (mts) of coal.

The coal will be supplied by CIL.
BHEL will bring to the table in-
digenously developed pressurised
fluidised bed gasification (PFBG)
technology for this purpose.

tribal |

and women, where she stressed
on education, training, em-
ployment and health of tribals.
She said tribals could be self-re-
liant if they become economically
independent.

Asking the gathering to en-
sure that tribal children should
not leave their studies in the
midway, the President said it is
the responsibility of the gov-
ernment to identify the dropout
tribal children and impart vo-
cational training to them.

After their training, financial
assistance should be provided
to the tribals so that they can
earn their livelihood with dignity;
Murmu said asking the District
Collectors to handhold the un-
employed tribal youths.

in Vig net

option, the complainant informed
the Vigilance authorities and
narrated the harassment he was
facing to get his claim cleared by
Sahu.

The Vigilance sleuths soon
laid a trap and asked the com-
plainant to work as per their di-
rection. As per the plan, the com-
plainant paid the bribe to the
ESI official and accordingly he
was caught red-handed Thursday
while accepting the said amount.
The entire bribe money has been
recovered and seized from the
possession of accused Sahu.

Following the successful trap,
simultaneous searches are un-
derway at two different locations
linked to Sahu to unearth dis-
proportionate assets (DA), if any.

In this connection, a case has
been registered by Rourkela
Vigilance under PS Case No.04
dated 28.02.2024, U/s 7 of the PC
(Amendment) Act, 2018. A de-
tailed probe against accused
Sahu is underway, Vigilance
sources said.

ifestyle’

She urged the tribal gathering
to be aware of different gov-
ernment schemes and take ben-
efit from them. She said the tribal
people are now entitled to get
free-of-cost rice till 2029 and one
should not be worried about food
for the next five years. Both tribal
men and women should stress on
education, training and em-
ployment.

Murmu informed the gather-
ing that the Central government
has prepared a scheme worth
324,000 crore for the develop-
ment of 75 PVTGs in three years.

The government is also pre-
pared to give more assistance if
required, she said, adding that this
scheme will look after their issues
like food, drinking water, houses,
roads, schools and health. She
also called upon the tribal youths
to become assets for their fami-
lies and not liability for others.

The President during the in-
teraction wanted to know how
many Juangs are educated, how
many get the PDS rice and other
benefits. She was, however, in-
formed that only five Juang fam-
ilies were given housing units
under the government scheme
while the remaining members of
the community were unaware of
the scheme. She said all the
PVTG families should have ra-
tion card, Aadhaar card, houses
and other facilities.

She also wanted to know as to
how many of Juang tribes were
in politics and occupying posts
in the three-tier Panchayati Raj
system.

ZS| scientists discover new marine
species, name it after Prez Murmu

PNN & AGENCIES

Berhampur, Feb 29: Zoological
Survey of India (ZSI) scientists
have discovered a new species of
head-shield sea slug from Bay of
Bengal in the Odisha-West Bengal
border and named it in the ho-
nour of President Droupadi
Murmu.

The new species was discov-
ered from Udaipur and Digha
coast of Odisha and West Bengal
and named as Melanochlamys
Droupadi, said Dhriti Banerjee,
Director, ZSI.

The proposed common name
of the new species is Droupadi’s
head-shield sea slug, said one
of the scientists.

The species was confirmed
by examination of morpholog-
ical, anatomical and molecular
characteristics. It is a small in-
vertebrate with a maximum
length up to 7 mm, brownish
black in colour with a ruby red
spot in the hind end, shell in-
side the body, hermaphrodite,
normally crawling on the in-
tertidal zone, which left the crawl
mark behind them in the sandy
beaches.

Their reproduction appar-
ently occurs between November
and January, said Prasad
Chandra Tudu, Marine
Aquarium Regional Centre, ZSI,
Digha.

Melanochlamys Droupadi is a
unique species with a ruby red
spot on the left posterior side
unlike the other species reported
throughout the world, said Tudu,

who was leading the study along
with SK Sajan of ZSI Kolkata,
Smrutirekha Acharya and Anil
Mohapatra of the ZSI's Estuarine
Biology Regional Centre,
Gopalpur-on-Sea.

Tudu said the distribution of
this species was presently
recorded only from a 3-km stretch
of the Digha-Udaipur coast. The
study has revealed it was the
second species discovered in the
country, he added.

They have collected around
145 specimens from the stretch
from February 2021 to March
2023 for the purposes of the study:
“After a thorough study, we con-
firmed the species was a new
one,” he added. The research
paper was published in the lead-
ing molluscan journal, Mollusca
Research in its online edition.

Tudu said the sea slugs are
active marauders and rapid
hunters, feeding on small animals
like ribbon worms, marine
worms and small fishes by suck-
ing the whole prey into their
mouths. It plays a secondary
consumer role in the ecosystem,
he added.
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The synergy and partnership of
the two corporate giants is a big
step towards National Coal
Gasification Mission which facilitates
utilisation of chemical properties of
coal, the Coal Ministry said.

Ammonium nitrate is a major
ingredient in manufacturing bulk
explosives which CIL uses in large
quantities in its open-cast mining
operations, a major source of its coal
production.

The upcoming plant’s backward
integration would help in secur-
ing the raw material, reducing im-
port dependence of ammonium ni-
trate and promoting Atmanirbhar
Bharat Abhiyaan.

Coal Secretary Amrit Lal Meena
said that with the commitment of
CIL and BHEL, this project will be
arole model.

Gasification is the highest pri-
ority area for the ministry of coal.

In the next two to three years
there will be sufficient coal. All the
possible support required from
the government is in place in-
cluding financial support for vi-
able gap funding.

Debasish Nanda, Director
(Business Development) CIL and
Jai Prakash Srivastava, Director
(Engineering, R&D) BHEL signed
the joint venture agreement on be-
half of respective promoter com-
panies.

CIL will pursue alternative uses
of coal for environment friendly
ventures like coal gasification in fu-
ture after fulfilling the require-
ment of the power sector. SCGis a
promising technology that converts
coal into valuable Syn gas.

On further processing, this
produces synthetic natural gas
that can be used as alternative
natural gas.

Flight-test of very short range missile successful

PNN & AGENCIES

New Delhi/Chandipur, Feb 29:
The Defence Research &
Development Organisation (DRDO)
has conducted two successful flight
tests of the Very Short-Range Air
Defence System (VSHORADS) mis-
sile Wednesday and Thursday.

The tests were conducted from
a ground-based portable launcher
from the Integrated Test Range
(ITR), Chandipur, off the coast of
Odisha.

These tests were carried out
against high-speed unmanned aer-
ial targets under different inter-
ception scenarios. During all the test
flights, the targets were intercepted
and destroyed by the missiles, meet-
ing the mission objectives.

The Ministry of Defence in-
formed that VSHORADS is a Man

Portable Air Defence System (MAN-
PAD) designed and developed in-
digenously by the Research Centre
Imarat (RCI) in collaboration with
other DRDO laboratories and
Indian industry partners.

The VSHORADAS missile in-

corporates many novel technolo-
gies, including miniaturised
Reaction Control System (RCS)
and integrated avionics, which
have been successfully proven dur-
ing the tests.

The missile is propelled by a

dual thrust solid motor meant for
neutralising low-altitude aerial
threats at short ranges. The de-
sign of the missile, including the
launcher, has been highly opti-
mised to ensure easy portability.

The flight tests were witnessed
by officials of the Indian Army,
senior scientists from various
DRDO laboratories, and industry
partners.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
congratulated the DRDO, Indian
Army and the industry involved in
the successful development trials,
saying that this new missile
equipped with modern technologies
will give further technological
boost to the armed forces.

DRDO Chairman Samir V Kamat
also congratulated the entire team
involved in the design and devel-
opment of the missile.

20-yr RI to man

for minor’s rape

POST NEWS NETWORK

ditional six months of im-
prisonment.

This was stated here by
government pleaders
Batkrushna Das and Pradip
Mohapatra, Thursday. The
duo, who pleaded the case
on behalf of the state gov-
ernment, said that Kundu
lured the survivor with
snacks and chocolates to

Bhadrak, Feb 29: A spe-
cial fast track court here
convicted a man for rape of
a minor and handed him
down 20 years of rigorous
imprisonment
Thursday.

The convict was identi-
fied as Mohan Kumar
Kundu, 34, a resident of

(RD),

the nearby Reba river bank
and raped her over there,
January 13, 2022. He had
even threatened her of dire
consequences if she dis-
closed the matter before
others.

The girl returned home
and narrated her ordeal
before her mother, who
took her to the

Bhagibindha villageunder = Dhamnagar police station
Dhamnagar policelimitsin ~ the next day and lodged a
this district. complaint.

Judge Minati Panda also Police arrested Kundu
slapped a penalty of 320,000 January 15 and produced

on Kundu, apart from the
punishment. In default,
Kundu has to undergo ad-

him in the court. Since
then he was lodged in jail
as an under-trial prisoner.

Motorcycles collide
head-on; 3 killed N

Baripada: Three persons were killed £
in a head-on collision betweentwo ~ C
motorcycles in Mayurbhanj district
Thursday, police said. The accident
happened near Gudialbandh on
Baripada-Udala Road in Barasahi

police station area, they said. The
deceased were identified as

Akash Bindhani (29), Laxman

Singh (19) and Ranjan Singh (25),
police said. The bodies were sent

to the PRM Medical College and
Hospital for post-mortem
examinations, they said. A case

has been registered, police said.

3-year jail term for
ponzi firm manager

Balasore: Special Judge, OPID
Court and Additional Sessions
Judge Biswajit Das Thursday
convicted a manager of a ponzi
firm and sentenced him to three
years rigorous imprisonment (RI)
along with a penalty of ¥61,000. The
court further ordered six more
months of jail term in case the
convict failed to pay the penalty.
Special Public Prosecutor Pranab
Panda said the accused Nimai
Charan Sahu was tried under
different sections of IPC including
420, 406, 120(B) and 4, 5, 6 of the
Prize Chit Money Circulation
Schemes (Banning) Act after a
depositor Rasmita Mishra lodged
an FIR with Baripada Town police in
2013. Mishra has alleged that the
manager of the multi-level
marketing company Utkal Women’s
Cooperative Society had siphoned
money from the depositors giving
false assurances of high returns,
and loans. The chit fund outlet was
closed subsequently, she alleged.

Man gets 5 years
RI for killing wife

Balasore: Special Judge OPID court
and Additional Sessions Judge
Biswajit Das Thursday sentenced a
murder accused to five years of
rigorous imprisonment (RI) along
with a 5,000 fine and six months
more jail term in default of penalty.
The convict Madhi Majhi, a resident
of Khantapara, was arrested on the
charge of killing his wife Tikili s
Singh by forcefully drowning her in
an inebriated state in February
2022 following a complaint from
the father of the deceased. The
accused was convicted under
section 304(Il) of IPC and the court
pronounced the verdict after
examining 12 witnesses and 18
exhibits, said Special Public
Prosecutor Pranab Panda.

EAST COAST RAILWAY
E-AUCTION FOR PARKING STAND

No. SDCM/KUR/Parking stand/E-auction/
Publication/937, Date: 23.02.2024
EEIL - W Balugaon-2 Wheeler |
(Adjacentto Circulating Area). —
Auction Start Date & Time:[[EXERIFZEN
1100 hrs.
Auction End Date & Time: JOENERIFIET
1130 hrs.
Note: Prospective bidders are advised to
visit the https:llireps.gov.in and check
the upcoming e-auction leasing tab to get
all required information regarding this
e-auction.
Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager/

PR-1137/0/23-24 Khurda Road

EAST COAST RAILWAY

Tender No. 55-KUR-TRD-OT-2023-24
LETCH (Tl OHE MODIFICATION IN
CONNECTION WITH PROPOSED
REPLACEMENT OF GIRDERS OF 16 NOS.
MAJOR BRIDGES (BGML AND RBG) IN
JAKHAPURA-CUTTACK-PARADEEP
SECTION IN CONNECTION WITH MISSION-
3000 MT UNDER KHURDA ROAD DIVISION.
LUTE R I EITE ¥46,18,304.22, EMD:
792,400/, Period of Completion: 180 days.
idding Start Date: 01.03.2024, QUG
[T EECEY T 15.03.2024, 1300 hrs.
Manual offers are not allowed against this
tender, and any such manual offer received
shall be ignored.

Complete information including e-Tender
documents of the above e-Tenders is
available in website http:/lwww.ireps.gow.in,
Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer (TRD)/

PR-1133/0/23-24 Khurda Road

EAST COAST RAILWAY

Tender No. eT-M-CD-BBS-MCC-04-24

LECRCITE G (I{H MECHANIZED

CLEANING OF COACHES IN COACHING

DEPOT BHUBANESWAR FOR A PERIOD

OF TWO YEARS.

Advertised VEITH ¥11,41,22,983.86, EMD:
¥7,20,600/-, Cost of Tender Document:
¥11,800/-, Completion Period: 24 Months.
Bidding Start Date: 29.02.2024, Date &

time of Tender Closing: REXERIFEN
1530 hrs.

Manual offers are not allowed against this
tender, and any such manual offer received
shall be ignored.
Complete information including e-Tender
documents of the above e-Tenders is
available in website hitp:/iwww.ireps.gov.in
Sr. Coaching Depot Officer/
Bhubaneswar

PR-1134/0/23-24

clo A, Zone-B, Ma
sat@gmail.com/m:

INVITATION FOR QUOTATION

feege Atw Uekfaere Sefifrafin wue 2aetarer (fate)
CENTRAL INSTITUTE OF PETROCHEMICALS ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY(CIPET)

CENTRE FOR SKILLING AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT (CSTS), BHUBANESWAR
{(Department of Chemicals & Petrochemicals, Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers, Govt. of India)
3. r Industrial Estate, Bhubaneswar- 10
et.gov.in, Website: www.cipet.gov.in

Date:01.03.2024

Sealed quotations are invited from reputed Manufacturers/Suppliers/Distributors/ Authorized Dealers
for the supply of Plastics Raw Material at CIPET: CSTS Bhubaneswar.

~rm k

SL NO Tender Number Materials Details Qty.
1 CIPE:CSTS/BBSR/ PLASTICS RAW MATERIAL- 16,500 Kg.
PP REPROCESS/2023-24/05 PP REPROCESS

Interested bidders may submit their quotation on or before 11.03.2024 at the above address. Theother | -
details are available at CIPET website - www.cipet.gov.in.
Director & Head, CIPET: CSTSBhubaneswar reserves right to accept or reject any/all quotations
without assigning any reasons thereof.

Director & Head
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LG threatened officers: Kejnwal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 29: Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
Thursday accused Lieutenant
Governor V K Saxena of threat-
ening officers to stall various
city government initiatives, in-
cluding the bus marshal scheme.

There was no immediate re-
action from the LG's office to
the Chief Minister's claim.
Speaking in the Delhi Assembly
on the issue of removal of civil
defence volunteers deployed as
bus marshals in Delhi Transport
Corporation (DTC) and cluster
buses, Kejriwal said the scheme
ran smoothly from 2015 to 2022.

DELHI BJP STARTS
CAMPAIGN FOR
MANIFESTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 29: The Delhi
BJP Thursday launched a door-
to-door campaign for gather-
ing suggestions of the people for
its manifesto and seeking their
views on 'Viksit Bharat' ahead
of Lok Sabha polls.

In a press conference, Delhi
BJP president Virendra
Sachdeva said the campaign
will continue till March 15 in
which the party workers will
visit every household, markets
and public places across the
city carrying a form and boxes
to gather feedback of the peo-
ple.

He said the party workers
will also seek suggestions of
. separate groups like chartered
J~accountants, professionals,
sports persons, teachers, pro-
fessors and theatre actors
among others during the cam-
paign.

The party workers will pro-
vide a small form to the people
in which they will write down
their suggestions on developed
India, a better Delhi and their
expectations from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi be-
fore depositing it in the box.

A phone number was also
released by the party for the
people to give their suggestions
by recording their voice. People
can also give their feedback
/ through downloading NaMo
app, Sachdeva said.

Apart from party workers, so-
cial media influencers will also
join the campaign, he said. An
LED van will also visit differ-
ent areas of the city to en-
courage people to give their
suggestions for developed India
and a better Delhi, Sachdeva
said, and added "the manifesto
2024 will be peoples' manifesto
based on their expectations".

The Delhi BJP president
claimed that the party fulfilled
529 of 530 suggestions provided
by the people that were included
in the manifesto for 2014 Lok
Sabha polls."In 2019, we delivered
on 95 per cent or 222 of the 234
suggestions from people included
in the manifesto," he said.

"We formed the government in
2015 with a promise to ensure

women's safety. We installed CCTV
cameras in five years, street lights

B There was no immediate
reaction from the LG’s office to the
Chief Minister’s claim

m  Kejriwal spoke about Saxena’s
open letter to him on the one-time
settlement scheme for allegedly
inflated water bills

were installed at dark spots and
buses were equipped with CCTV
cameras, panic buttons and bus mar-
shals were deployed. There are sev-
eral instances of good work by bus
marshals," the Chief Minister said.

The bus marshal scheme
worked well for eight years but
in 2023, officers started raising
objections saying civil defence
volunteers could not work as

marshals, he said.

"The Lt Governor threatened
officers to stall the bus marshal
scheme. The LG questioned the
deployment of marshals saying
there were CCTV cameras and
panic buttons," Kejriwal charged.

He also accused the BJP of
shedding "crocodile tears" over
the issue and said that he was
ready to sign any paper for the
reinstatement of bus marshals.

Kejriwal also spoke about
Saxena's open letter to him on the
one-time settlement scheme for
allegedly inflated water bills."The
language of the LG's letter was
filthy," he said, adding such lan-
guage should not be used.

Homestays to boost border tourism in Samba

THE JAMMU AND
KASHMIR
ADMINISTRATION HAS
RECENTLY GIVEN ITS
NOD FOR THE
CONSTRUCTION OF
HOMESTAYS IN THE
CLOSE VICINITY OF
THE FAMOUS BABA
CHAMLIYAL SHRINE IN
RAMGARH SECTOR TO
BOOST BORDER
TOURISM AMID
PREVAILING PEACE
ON THE BORDERS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Samba (J&K), Feb 29: Former
Sarpanch Mohan Singh Bhatti
is ready to receive tourists at
his homestay near the
International Border (IB) in
Jammu and Kashmir's Samba
district, a visible change in the
ground situation after the re-
newed ceasefire between India
and Pakistan came into effect
in this month three years ago.

The Jammu and Kashmir ad-
ministration has recently given
its nod for the construction of
homestays in the close vicinity
of the famous Baba Chamliyal
shrine in Ramgarh sector to
boost border tourism amid pre-
vailing peace on the borders.

Considered a symbol of Indo-
Pakistan bonhomie in the past,
the famous shrine of Baba
Chamliyal on the zero line attracts
thousands of devotees from across
the country, especially on the oc-
casion of the annual fair in the mid-
dle of the year.

Delegations from Pakistan
used to come to pay obeisance at
the shrine during the annual
fair but the practice was stopped
after cross-border firing left four
BSF personnel including an
Assistant Commandant dead on
June 13, 2018.

Last year, a BSF jawan was
killed in Pakistan Rangers firing
in Ramgarh sector during the in-

40% pillion riders did not
use helmets: AIIMS data

Most of the road
accident victims were
in the age group of 20

to 40 years,

Dr Farooque said

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 29: Forty per
cent of pillion riders on two-
wheelers in Delhi did not use
helmets leading to head in-
juries, according to data col-
lected in 2022 at the AIIMS
Trauma Centre here.

However, the data showed
that nearly 85 per cent of the
riders of two-wheelers used
helmets while the rest did not
wear protective gear leading
to head injuries, which re-
sulted in mortality or mor-
bidity, said AIIMS Trauma
Centre chief Dr Kamran
Farooque. He referred to data
collected at the centre be-
tween January 21 and
December 22.

He further informed that
according to the data, almost
82 per cent of the patients

i,

who were brought dead to the
hospital in 2022 had met with
road accidents.

Dr Farooque further stated
that the hospital received 53,541
trauma patients in 2022, out of
which around 25 per cent were
road accident victims.

Most of the road accident
victims were in the age group
of 20 to 40 years, Dr Farooque
said. Since this age group is
the most active and productive,
their becoming victims of ac-
cidents has a major impact not
only on their families but also
on the country's economy."So,
there should be an organised
system in place so that road ac-
cident victims get immediate
help and treatment," he said.

tervening night of November 8-
9, the first loss of life on this
side after the renewed ceasefire
was agreed upon by the two
countries February 25, 2021.

Bhatti, who has come up
with a double-storey homes-
tay at his Dagh Channi village
of Fatwal, has also constructed
a well-furnished underground
bunker with a twin objective to
make the visitors feel living
on the borders and as a safety
measure to prevent any dam-
age in case of shelling from
across the border.

“On your visit to the border,
you will see everything but not
the bunker, which we are using
during cross-border shelling.
The one who had not seen this
bunker (during the border visit)
has seen nothing,” Bhatti said.

He said they have constructed
the underground bunker also to
ensure the safety of the visitors
in case there is firing or shelling
from the other side. “As former
Prime Minister A B Vajpayee
had said, we cannot change our
neighbour but we have to re-
main prepared to avoid getting
caught in unwanted situations.”

Samba Deputy Commissioner
Abhishek Sharma said there
are many locations along the 55-
km International Border in the
district which have the poten-
tial to attract tourists in large
numbers like Chamliyal shrine,
300-year-old temple Bamu chak,
Baba Bali Karan and Baba Sidh

Goria shrines.

“Both the centre and J-K ad-
ministration are focusing on the
promotion of border tourism.
Last year, visitors to Chamliyal
shrine faced accommodation
problems and to bridge this gap,
we are promoting homestays,”
Sharma said.

He said there is an encourag-
ing response from the border
residents, especially young en-
trepreneurs who are ready to
convert their homes into home-
stays.“The district administra-
tion, Municipal Committee and
Central University have signed
a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) to pro-
vide a hand-holding to the own-
ers of 40 identified homestay
owners, both in online and offline
mode, to guide them and pro-
mote their business,” the deputy
commissioner said.

He said the people like to visit
international borders and the
government has come out with
a border tourism promotion
strategy to enhance the econ-
omy of the local population.

“The BSF has a strong coor-
dination and communication
with the administration. The
BSF is also happy about people
visiting border villages as it gen-
erates nationalistic fervour
among the visitors as well,”
Sharma said.

The visitors can also witness
farming along the zero line,
while the administration is plan-

ning to turn community bunkers
at Ramgarh and Samba into
model bunkers by setting up a
gym or a library as part of the
campaign to ensure proper usage
of the structures.

“We are seeing that the
bunkers constructed for the
protection of the border resi-
dents are not properly used or
maintained and utilised for
other purposes. We have started
a campaign so that the space is
properly used,” the deputy
commissioner said.

Om Prakash, a resident of
Chamliyal, welcomed the gov-
ernment scheme and lauded
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for ensuring peace on the borders.

“Earlier, cross-border shelling
was a routine but now peace is
prevailing on the borders and
new opportunities are opening
for the villagers,” he said, adding
that the border residents want
everlasting peace so that the peo-
ple, who are mostly farmers, can
tend their land on both sides
without any fear.

Chairman of Baba Chamliyal
shrine, Billu Choudhary also
thanked the government for the
step and said, “Our village is sit-
uated just two kilometres from
the IB and we want the people
to come in large numbers. A
person coming from Delhi or
Mumbai has only heard about
the borders and on reaching
here, he can have a feel of the
ground situation.”

KASHMIR
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Protection bund
for farmers soon

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Samba/Jammu, Feb 29:
Encouraging border residents
to cultivate their land ahead of
border fence, a top BSF officer
Thursday said the Home
Ministry has approved a plan
for the construction of a pro-
tection bund along the
International Border for the
safety of farmers and it will be
completed within next five years.

Inspector General of Border
Security Force (BSF), Jammu
frontier, D K Boora was speak-
ing at a function organised at
Chamliyal village near the zero
line in Samba district to hand
over a cheque of Rs31lakhtoa
villager who helped in the re-
covery of a grounded Pakistani
drone in January.

Samba Senior Superintendent
of Police Vinay Kumar and other
prominent people attended the
function. “We want the farmers
to tend their land ahead of the
border fence as the BSF is there
for your protection. We will pro-
vide you with all the assistance
and if you are concerned that you
won't be able to cultivate your pro-
duce, we will not allow such a sit-
uation to develop in the first
place,” the BSF officer said.

Boora, however; said in case the
farmers on the Indian side are
not able to reap their produce, the
BSF will not allow the other side
to cultivate as well. He said the
Home Ministry has already ap-
proved a proposal for the con-
struction of a protection bund
along the IB for the safety of the
farmers working in their fields
ahead of the border fence.

“The protection bund will
be completed within the next
four to five years, depending
on the availability of the
funds. After the completion of
the protection bund, you can
carry out your work easily
without any threat (from the
enemy),” he said.

Boora said there are rules in
place while moving ahead of the
border fence and “we need to
follow those rules. BSF is de-
ployed on the borders in J&K,
Punjab, Rajasthan, Gujarat, West
Bengal, Assam, Meghalaya,
Tripura and Mizoram and all
these areas are protected by bor-
der fences and the rules are the
same everywhere.”

Boora said the central gov-
ernment has announced many
schemes for the development
of border villages and the im-

pact of these schemes will be
visible on the ground in the
next five years.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of border residents in
safeguarding the country; bor-
der security is incomplete
without the cooperation of
the border population.

“We are proud of our bor-
der population in Jammu re-
gion who are nationalist by
core,” he said, adding that in
neighbouring Punjab, drug
smuggling from across the bor-
der is a major challenge.

“The drugs are coming by
drones and other means in
Punjab because there are some
elements who are promoting the
business. When our own people
are involved in such criminal
activities, it becomes difficult
(for the law enforcing agencies
to tackle the situation),” he said,
adding that when the border res-
idents are nationalists, the entire
focus of the border guarding
forces remains on the front rather
than looking behind.

Highlighting the coopera-

tion of the border residentsin™

securing the borders of the
country, he said Dass had done
a very good job for which he
was rewarded.

SSP Sharma said the police
headquarters had announced
rewards to anyone sharing in-
formation regarding anti-na-
tional activities and Dass was
handed over the cheque of Rs
3 lakh for helping in the re-
covery of enemy drones in
January this year.

He said there is also a reward
of Rs 5 lakh for anyone who lo-
cates the trans-border tunnel,

used by anti-national elements -

to tranship terrorists, explo-
sives, and contraband consign-
ments into Jammu and Kashmir
from across the border. “People
have always been supportive in
providing information to the
forces. The rewards were an-
nounced just to glorify; certify and
celebrate such people,” he said.

Dass thanked the BSF and the
police for rewarding him and
said it is the duty of every in-
dividual to expose the enemy
conspiracies and safeguard the
country alongside the forces.

“I was doing spray in my agri-
culture land on January 17 when
I found a drone lying on the
ground. I immediately informed
BSF who later gave me Rs 50,000,”
he said, thanking police for the
reward of Rs 3 lakhs.

‘PALAASH’ TO KICK OFF FROM MARCH 2

TO TANTALISE THE
TASTE BUDS OF
VISITORS, THE
FESTIVAL WILL OFFER
A SELECTION OF
DELICACIES FROM
INDIA'S RICH

STREET FOOD

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 29: A two-day
festival presenting a stunning
array of flowers, plants, and
floral arrangements is set to
begin here from March 2, the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) said.

The festival will be inaugu-
rated by Deli Lieutenant
Governor V K Saxena, officials
said. "With a goal towards a
cleaner and greener Delhi and
raise awareness about ecologi-
cal development, DDA's two-day
flower festival 'Palaash'is all set
to be held March 2 and 3 at DDA
Greens - Shivaji Marg, Rohtak
Road," the DDA said in a state-
ment Thursday.

The agency had hosted the in-
augural flower festival of

'Palaash' at Swarn Jayanti Park
in the Rohini area in February
2023. This year's festival will let
visitors explore different varieties
of flowers from indigenous to
exotic ones, beautifully arranged
to create captivating display pat-
terns, the officials said.
"Alongside floral displays, the
festival will feature entertain-
ment avenues such as DJ, cere-
monial band performance, in-
teractive selfie points and rides

for kids to tickle their hearts.
These attractions will be adding
vibrancy and surreal experi-
ence to the festival, allowing vis-
itors to immerse themselves in
the saga of dance, music and
joy," the statement said.

To tantalise the taste buds of
visitors, the festival will offer
a selection of delicacies from
India's rich street food. From
snacks to desserts, visitors
can indulge in a culinary jour-

ney while enjoying the floral
extravaganza. This aspect of
the festival always adds a gas-
tronomic dimension, comple-
menting the visual and cul-
tural experiences on offer, the
DDA said.

The flower festival is organ-
ised annually as an exhibition-
cum-competition event among
all horticulture divisions of the
DDA, vying for recognition as
"the foremost custodians of DDA

parks", it said."The objective of
the festival is to promote and
encourage residents of city to col-
laborate with the DDA towards
the betterment of greens, also
to foster the passion of horti-
culture enthusiasts towards the
scrupulous upkeep of greens.
The grassroot level workers get
an opportunity to display their
skills while a healthy competi-
tion amongst them is promoted,"
the statement said.

The event is named 'Palaash’
after the flower butea
monosperma that blooms in the
capital during this time of the
year, the DDA said. The DDA
Greens at Shivaji Marg consists
of three parts and is readily ac-
cessible from Shivaji Marg and
Rohtak Road. The park, pan-
ning acres, offers a respite from
the hustle and bustle of city life,
inviting visitors to reconnect
with nature and rejuvenate their
senses, it said.

The city residents can ex-
perience lush greenery with
rich landscaping which fea-
tures elements like duck pond,
nurseries, herbal garden, sea-
sonal garden, amphitheatre,

open playfield, and lawns along—

with other public amenities,
the officials said.
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‘Minimal growth” in
leopard population

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 29: India’s es-
timated leopard population rose
marginally from 12,852 in 2018 to
13,874 in 2022, with their numbers
likely being impacted by poach-
ing and human-wildlife conflict,
according to a new report re-
leased by the Union environ-
ment ministry Thursday.

The “Status of Leopards in
India” report, launched by Union
Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav, indicated a
slight decline in the number of
rosetted felines in the Shivalik
hills and the Indo-Gangetic Plains.
Madhya Pradesh has the maxi-
mum number of leopards in the
country at 3,907 (up from 3,421 in
2018). The number of felines
grew from 1,690 in 2018 to 1,985
in 2022 in Maharashtra, from
1,783 to 1,879 in Karnataka, and
from 868 to 1,070 in Tamil Nadu.

“Central India shows a stable
or slightly growing leopard pop-
ulation (8,820 in 2022 against
8,071 in 2018), the Shivalik hills
and the Indo-Gangetic Plains
experienced a decline (from 1,253
in 2018 to 1,109 in 2022),” the
ministry said.

“Under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s guidance, this
conservation journey embodies
the ethos of one earth, one
family, and one future,” he said
in a statement.

SHORT TAKES

B Ex-Intel India head
) killed in accident

Mumbai: Former Intel India
country head Avtar Saini was
killed after a speeding cab hit
him while he was cycling in
Navi Mumbai township of
Mabharashtra, police said
Thursday. The accident took
place around 5.50 am
Wednesday, when Saini (68)
was out on a ride with fellow
cyclists on the Palm Beach
Road in Nerul area, some 20
km from his residence in
Mumbai, an official said.

.......................................

N Driverless train: Rlys
removes loco pilot

New Delhi: The Northern
Railways has removed from
service the loco pilot of a
freight train which ran about
70 km on its own from Jammu’s
Kathua to Punjab’s Ucchi
Bassi, saying his “negligence”
could have resulted in a “major
incident” causing loss of lives.
A notice to this effect was
issued by the senior divisional
mechanical engineer (DME), the
disciplinary authority in this case.

.......................................

Two minor girls
found hanging

Kanpur (UP): Two girls were
found hanging fromatreeina
field near the brick kiln they
were working in here in a village
in the Ghatampur area -- days
after they were allegedly raped,
police said Thursday. Family
members have alleged that the
minor girls were raped a few
days ago by the contractor of
the brick kiln, his son and
nephew, Additional CP (law and
order) Harish Chandra said.

.......................................

Slain INLD leader’s
sons get threat calls

Chandigarh: The two sons of
slain INLD leader Nafe Singh
Rathee allegedly received
threat calls from an unknown
number Thursday, asking them
not to speak to the media
about the murder. A probe has
been launched into the matter,
police said. Nafe Singh Rathee,
the president of Indian
National Lok Dal’'s Haryana unit,
was shot dead by unidentified
assailants in Jhajjar’s
Bahadurgarh Sunday.

.......................................

Dilli Chalo march:
Farmer cremated

Chandigarh: The 21-year-old
farmer Shubhkaran Singh,
who died during clashes
between protesting farmers
and Haryana security

} personnel, was cremated in
his native village in Punjab’s
Bathinda district Thursday.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 29: Overturning
an apex court judgement of 2018,
the Supreme Court Thursday
ruled that stay orders passed by
a lower court or high court in
civil and criminal cases cannot
stand vacated automatically after
six months, and said such a
direction “virtually amounts to
judicial legislation”.

Setting aside the directions
on automatic vacation of stay or-
ders in the 2018 judgement, a
five-judge constitution bench
headed by Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud also ruled that
constitutional courts -- the
Supreme Court and high courts
--should ordinarily refrain from
fixing a deadline for disposal of
cases by courts below.

The bench, which also com-
prised justices A S Oka, J B
Pardiwala, Pankaj Mithal and
Manoj Misra, pronounced two
separate but concurring
judgements in the matter.

Justice Oka wrote a 47-page
judgement for himself, the CJI,
Justices Pardiwala and Misra,
while Justice Mithal penned a 6-
page concurring verdict. The
bench said it was unable to con-
cur with the directions issued in
the 2018 judgement in which a
three-judge bench had held that

Summons before
elections... They
(CBI) act as
‘prakoshth’ (cell)
of the BJP

AKHILESH YADAV |
SP CHIEF

AUTOMATIC VACATION OF STAY ORDERS

SC OVERRULES 2018 VERDICT

_—

the interim order of ARTICLE 142 OF THE hold that such blan-
stay granted by CONSTITUTION ket directions can-
courts, including high ~ EMPOWERS TH E“TOP not be issued in the
courts, will stand COURTTO PASS “ANY  oyorcise of the ju-
vacated automatically DECREE OR ORDER risdiction under
unless specifically NECESSARY FORDOING Article 142 of the
extended. COMPLETE JUSTICEIN Constitution of
“We hold that there ANY CASE OR MATTER  Tndia,” it held.
cannot be an auto- PENDING BEFORE IT” The verdict de-
matic vacation of stay ACROSS THE COUNTRY  cided two significant
granted by the High legal questions. The

Court. We do not approve the di-
rection issued to decide all the
cases in which an interim stay has
been granted on a day-to-day
basis within a time frame. We

first was whether the top court,
in the exercise of its jurisdiction
under Article 142 of the
Constitution, can order automatic
vacation of all interim orders of

MODI, MAURITIUS PM LAUNCH
AIRSTRIP AT AGALGEA

India and Mauritius are natural partners in the
maritime domain to combat traditional and non-
traditional challenges in the Indian Ocean region,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said Thursday after
virtually inaugurating a new airstrip, a jetty and six
community development projects in the island nation

the high courts of staying pro-
ceedings in civil and criminal
cases on the expiry of a certain
period.

The second issue was whether
the Supreme Court can direct
the high courts to decide pend-
ing cases wherein interim or-
ders of stay of proceedings have
been granted on a day-to-day
basis and within a fixed period.

Answering the questions in
the ‘negative’, the Supreme Court
said, “The directions of the Court
that provide for automatic
vacation of the order of stay
and the disposal of all cases in
which a stay has been granted on
a day-to-day basis virtually
amount to judicial legislation.

“The jurisdiction of this Court
cannot be exercised to make
such a judicial legislation. Only
the legislature can provide that
cases of a particular category
should be decided within a spe-
cific time. There are many
statutes which incorporate such
provisions. However, all such
provisions are usually held to
be directory,” Justice Oka said
in the verdict.

Article 142 of the Constitution
empowers the top court to pass
“any decree or order necessary
for doing complete justice in
any case or matter pending
before it” across the country.
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HP political crisis over

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Shimla, Feb 29: The political
turmoil in Himachal Pradesh
seems to be over with Congress'
central observer DK
Shivakumar Thursday an-
nouncing that all differences
have been ironed out even as the
assembly speaker disqualified
six rebel Congress legislators
over abstaining from voting on
the Budget in the House.

Shivakumar also said it has
been decided to form a
coordination committee to sort
out all internal matters and
claimed the Congress govern-
ment would complete its full
term in the hill state.

The announcements were
made at a joint press conference
which was also attended by two
other central observers
Bhupinder Hooda and Bhupesh
Baghel, Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu and
Himachal Congress chief
Pratibha Singh. Shivakumar

said Sukhu has taken the re-
sponsibility of Congress leader
Abhishek Manu Singhvi's de-
feat in the Rajya Sabha polls.

When reporters pressed for a
direct answer to the query about
Sukhu's continuation as CM,
Hooda said, "Why are you asking
a hypothetical question when
Sukhu is the CM."

Public Works Department
Minister Vikramaditya Singh,
who offered to resign on
Wednesday and later said that he
would not press for his resig-
nation, will attend the cabinet
meeting later in the evening,
the observers said.

Earlier in the day, Himachal
Pradesh Assembly Speaker
Kuldeep Singh Pathania on
Thursday disqualified six
Congress MLAs, who had
cross-voted in the recent Rajya
Sabha polls, for defying a party
whip to vote in favour of the
government on cut motion and
the finance bill (Budget) in the
state assembly.

;@.ZILLA PARISHAD, MAYURBHANJ
BARIPADA- 757001, ODISHA
Adv.No. 1971/ ZP, Date: 27.2.24
Advertisement for engagement of Aspirational Block

Fellow in 2 Blocks of Mayurbhanj District
Last date of receipt of Bio-Data form

(By Registered Post/Speed Post only) is 06.03.2024 at 5.00 PM

SNIPPETS

Cabinet okays ¥75K-cr rooftop solar scheme

New Delhi: The government Thursday approved a rooftop solar scheme, PM-Surya
Ghar: Mufti Bijli Yojna, with an outlay of 375,021 crore, to provide up to ¥78,000 subsidy
for the installation of solar plants and 300 units free power for one crore households.
Briefing media after the Union Cabinet meeting, Information and Broadcasting
Minister Anurag Thakur informed that approval has been given for the scheme for
installing rooftop solar and providing free electricity up to 300 units

every month for one crore households. “The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, has approved PM-Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana with a total outlay

of ¥75,021 crore for installing rooftop solar and providing free electricity up to 300
units every month for one crore households,” an official statement said.

President approves Kerala Lokayukta Bill

Thiruvananthapuram: President Droupadi Murmu has withheld assent to the three
University laws Bills referred to her by Governor Arif Mohammed Khan, but approved
the Kerala Lokayukta Bill passed by the state Assembly. The Raj Bhavan in a statement
Thursday said that the President has withheld assent to the Kerala University Laws
(Amendment No.2) Bill 2022, which aims to replace the Governor from the position of
Chancellor of Universities. Besides that, the University Law Amendment Bill, 2022 that
aims to increase the members in the Search Committee for the appointment of the

Vice Chancellor and the University Law Amendment Bill, 2021 which deals with the
Appellate Tribunal issue and other amendments to Technological University, were

also denied Presidential assent, it said.

Seven cops booked for beating up lawyers

Lucknow: Police have lodged an FIR against several police personnel, naming seven of
them, for allegedly beating up some lawyers and implicating them in a false case here.
According to the FIR, the lawyers had gone to have dinner at the Summit Building February
23 where Sub-Inspector Rahul Baliyan came upon receiving information regarding a fight
between two other people. Lawyers Abhishek Singh Chauhan, Rohit Rawat, Abhishek
Pandey and Mukul Singh along with others filed a complaint at the Vibhuti Khand
police station Wednesday night alleging that they were brutally beaten and
humiliated by several police officers in the Vibhuti Khand area of Gomti Nagar, it said.

14 killed, 20 injured as pick-up vehicle falls into valley in MP

Dindori: At least 14 persons were killed and 20 others injured when a pick-up vehicle
overturned and fell into a deep valley in Madhya Pradesh’s Dindori district Thursday,
a police official said. The accident took place near Badjhar Ghat at around 1.30 am
when the vehicle’s driver lost control over the wheels while negotiating a blind turn.
The vehicle then fell into a 40-50 feet deep valley. Fourteen persons died on the spot
while 20 others were injured, the official said. The deceased included seven men,

six women and a minor boy, as per the police. President Droupadi Murmu and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi expressed grief over the incident.

Leap day babies don b'day
hats after four-year wait

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 29: Birthdays are spe-
cial, and what when they come only
once in four years? Well, the day then
just takes on that extra sparkle. As it
has this Thursday, when ‘leaplings’,
the special few born February 29 the
world over are celebrating —and being
celebrated -- just that little bit more.

Every four years, the world
receives an extra day from the calendar
gods. The rarest of the days to be
born on has given India its former
prime minister Morarji Desai and
Bharatanatyam dancer Rukmini Devi.
Adding that edge of cool is a bit of fic-
tion too — Superman, the Man of
Steel, was born on this day, according
to DC comics.

Jigyasa Pant is no Superman, or
Superwoman either, but she has been
waiting four years for this day and feels
as special as the superheroes.
Celebrations, she said, start early for
the ‘leap day baby’.

Pant, a placement executive at
Indraprastha Engineering College
in Ghaziabad, usually celebrates her
birthday February 28 and/or March
1. But if it’s a leap year, it begins

right from January 1. “Each day is
kind of a celebration in a leap year.
People start texting me from January
1 that this is my birthday year. It is
extra special to keep receiving wishes
and blessings for two whole months,”
Pant told PTI. The 32-year-old will be
turning eight this year, a few more
years before she enters her teenage
years at the age of 52!

Supreme Court lawyer Prachiti
Behere was born the same day — and
year. Behere said she uses her birth-
days to break ice and reach out to
new people.

WHATEXACTILYISALEAP YEAR?

According to US space agency
Nasa, it takes approximately 365.25
days for Earth to orbit the Sun — a
solar year. The extra quarter of a
day is generally rounded off in a
calendar year.

To make up for the missing partial
day, one day is added to the calendar
approximately every four years. That
is aleap year. Without the existence
of aleap year, the world could end up
witnessing wuthering winters in
July or sultry summers in December.
The excitement doesn’t wane with the
passage of time.

OFFICE OF THE

EECUTIE ENGINEER, L. DIVISION, BERHAMPUR

e-mail: eeolicbam@ymail.com

e-Procurement Notice

Bid Identification No. 13/2023-24 OLIC (BAM)/Dt.28.02.2024
No. CAD-4393: The Executive Engineer, Lift Irrigation Division,
Berhampur on behalf of OLIC invites Percentage Rate Bids in Single
Cover System to be received in Online Mode only for the work “Installation
and Energisation of LIPs in Ganjam District as detailed in the table
|below. The Bid should be submitted by the eligible class of contractors as
mentioned below registered with the State Government and contractors
of equivalent grade/class registered with Central Government/M.E.S./
Railways/C.P.W.D. for execution of Civil Works and valid Electrical (H.T)
Licence issued by ELBO Odisha as a single or having Joint Venture
having proper registration with authorized registering departments,
through Online in the Govt. website: www.tendersodisha.gov.in.
The bidders should have necessary portal enrolment with own Digital
Signature Certificate.

1. Numbers of Package : 28 Numbers

2. Estimated Cost . Rs.14.14 lakhs to 47.20 lakhs
3. Tender Cost . As per DTCN

4. Class of Contractor . As per DTCN

5. Date & time of Publication : Dt.02.03.2024 from 11.00 A.M.
6. Date & time of Closing : Dt.11.03.2024 at 17.00 hrs.

7. Date & time of Opening of Bid : Dt.12.03.2024 at 12.00 Noon
Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersorissa.gov.
in. Addendum/Corrigendum/Cancellation of tender, if any, can be seen
in the said website.

IPR-32442/11/0017/2324 - iv ineer

No.CAD-4404:Applications are invited from eligible candi-
dates for engagement as Aspirational Block Fellow in 2 Blocks
of Mayurbhanj District for a period of one year with stipend of
Rs.55,000/-. The detail of eligibility criteria, age limit, consoli-
dated stipend etc. are available in the District Website.

Sd./- CDO-cum-EOQ,

OIPR-19232/11/0018/2324 ZP, Mayurbhanj

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

“@” Procurement Notice
Bid Identification No.: Online-AGL-34 of 2023-2024

No.0-2696

1. Name of the Work : Building Work
2. Estimated Cost : Rs.15.81 Lakhs
3. Period of Completion 1 02 (Two)

Calendar Months.
: From 02.03.2024 to
09.03.2024 upto 5.00 P.M.
09.03.2024 upto 5.00 P.M.

4. Date & Time of availability
of bid document in the portal
5. Last Date/Time for receipt of :
bids in the Portal
6. Name & Address of the OIT : Executive Engineer,
Rural Works Division,
Angul
Further details can be seen from the Govt. website
www.tendersorissa.gov.in.
Sd./- Executive Engineer
R.W.Division, Angul
OIPR-25096/11/0029/2324
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OIPR-13174/11/0025/2324

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
MINOR IRRIGATION DIVISION, SUNDARGARH

E-mail: eemisundargarh@yahoo.co.in

‘e’ Procurement Notice
Bid Reference No. SE MID SNG 16/2023-24
No. A-1634: Bid documents consisting name of Work, Estimated Cost,
Cost of Tender Paper, EMD, Time of Completion, Class of Contractor, the
set of terms and conditions of contract and other necessary documents
can be seen in e-Procurement portal https://tendersodisha.gov.in
1 [Nameoftheworks  [:[Civil Construction Work |

No. of Works ;101 (One) No.

Period of Completion : |04 (Four) Calendar Months

=
2
3 |Estimated Cost :|Rs.44.60 lakh (Approximately)
4
3]

Date and time of availability of| |From Dt.07.03.2024 at 10.00 A.M.

bid documents in the portal " |to Dt.16.03.2024 upto 5.30 PM.

Last date/time of receipt of

6 bids in the portal

:|Dt.16.03.2024 upto 5.30 PM.

.|Dt.18.03.2024 at 11.00 AM.

7 |Date of Opening of Bid ‘lonwards

8 |Name and address of the OIT |: Sl.‘uperlintenqif'ng Enginess;, Mior
Irrigation Division, Sundargarh

** Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement market place
http:/itendersodisha.gov.in.
Sd./- Superintending Engineer

OIPR-32124/11/0018/2324 M.I. Division, Sundargarh

OFFICE OF THE
PATTAMUNDAI MUNICIPALITY,
PATTAMUNDAI

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

No.745, Dt.28.2.24
No.C-3282:The Executive Officer, Pattamundai Municipality on behalf
of Pattamundai Municipality, Dist.- Kendrapara invites Expression of
Interest from Firms having similar experience in making designing of
water features for supply and repair of Fountains of Childrens Park
and Smart park of Pattamundai Municipality. The EOI paper can be
availed from district website “www.kendrapara.nic.in” from the period
from 29-02-2024 to 06-03-2024 up to S5pm and should reach through
Speed Post/Regd. Post or drop in the Tender Box placed in the Office
of the Executive Officer, Pattamundai Municipality on or before 3pm of
07-03-2024 and RFP received will be opened on 4pm of 07-03-2024
at Office of the Executive Officer in the presence of the Bidder or their
authorized representatives. The firm desire to participate the above
EOI should submit filled in EOI in a sealed envelope written on top
“Submission of EQI for supply and repair of fountains” and the must
accompany with GST Clearance Certificate of last month/quarter, GST
Registration Certificate, PAN Card, Turn Over Certificate, No Relation
Certificate, Similar Experience Certificate, Detailed plan and design of
work to be executed, paper cost of Rs. 2000.00 should drawn from
any Nationalized Bank in the form of Demand Draft drawn in favour of
Executive Officer, Pattamundai Municipality and EMD amount of Rs.
5000.00 should be deposited in the form of TDR/DD duly pledged to
Executive Officer, Pattamundai Municipality failing with the EOI will not
consider for Technical Evaluation. The Tender inviting Authority bears
the right to Cancel the tender at any point of time without assigning any
reason thereof. Sd./- Executive Officer
OIPR-13220/11/0023/2324 Pattamundai Municipality

OFFICE OF THE
PATTAMUNDAI MUNICIPALITY,
PATTAMUNDAI

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

No.737, Dt.28.02.2024

No.C-3278:The Executive Officer, Pattamundai Municipality on behalf
of Pattamundai Municipality, Dist.- Kendrapara invites Expression of
Interest from Firms having similar experience in installing hoardings.
The EOI paper can be availed from district website “www.kendrapara.
nic.in” from the period from 29-02-2024 to 06-03-2024 up to S5pm and
same should reach through Speed Post/Regd. Post or drop in the
Tender Box placed in the Office of the Executive Officer, Pattamundai
Municipality on or before 3pm of 07-03-2024 and RFP received will be
opened on 4pm of 07-03-2024 at Office of the Executive Officer in the
presence of the Bidder or their authorized representatives.

The firm desire to participate the above EOI should submit filled in
ECl in a sealed envelope written on top “Submission of EOI for
fixing and replacing branding of welcome gate” and the must
accompany with GST Clearance Certificate of last month/ quarter, GST
Registration Certificate, PAN Card, Turn Over Certificate, No Relation
Certificate, Similar Experience Certificate, Detailed plan and design
of work to be executed, paper cost of Rs, 2000.00 should drawn from
any Mationalized Bank in the form of Demand Draft drawn in favour of
Executive Officer, Pattamundai Municipality and EMD amount of Rs.
5000.00 should be deposited in the form of TDR/DD duly pledged to
Executive Officer, Pattamundai Municipality failing with the EOI will not
consider for Technical Evaluation. The Tender inviting Authority bears
the right to Cancel the tender at any point of time without assigning any

(ogmen Mmmest Sd./- Executive Officer
Pattamundai Municipality

OIPR-13220/11/0019/2324
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iNnternational

We manage our
‘ international

relations by
remaining engaged
with the international
community and
maintaining ties with
as many countries as possible...This
is in Singapore’s national interests as
a small country

VIVIAN BALAKRISHNAN | MINISTER FOR
FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF SINGAPORE

Australia and
‘ the Philippines

need to band
together against new
challenges to the
region’s peace and
stability, as they had
against Japanese forces during
World War Il

FERDINAND MARCOS JR. | PHILIPPINE PRESIDENT

The President  |[m¢

(Joe Biden) is

incredibly
proud of the progress %
QUAD has made over |
the past three years

KARINE JEAN-PIERRE |
WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY

SHORT TAKES

B SL signs security
pact with US

Colombo: Sri Lanka has signed
a nuclear security pact with
the United States to detect
and interdict illicit trafficking
in special nuclear material and
other radioactive material, as
part of the efforts to address
the growing global security
threats. The Sri Lankan Navy
signed the Memorandum of
Understanding with the US
National Nuclear Security
Administration at the Navy
headquarters here
Wednesday. The MoU was
signed in the presence of the
US Ambassador to Sri Lanka,
Julie Chung and the
Commander of the Sri Lanka
Navy, Vice Admiral Priyantha
Perera, according to media
reports Thursday.

.......................................

B Sharif takes oath as
ordinary lawmaker

Islamabad: Three-time former
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
Thursday took oath as an
ordinary lawmaker in the 16th
session of Pakistan's National
Assembly, days after giving up
his bid to lead the country for
a record fourth time. A quirk
of fate following the poor
show in the electoral battle
led Nawaz, 74, the supremo of
the PML-N party to abandon
his claim to the Prime
Minister's position to his
younger brother Shehbaz, 72.

.......................................

M Three killed

Copenhagen (Denmark): A
freight train hit and killed three
people at a railway crossing at
a station in central Sweden
after they got off another train,
police said Thursday. The
victims crossed the tracks
without seeing the freight train
approaching, Felicia Davidsson,
a spokesperson for the Swedish
Transport Administration, told
broadcaster SVT.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Rafah (Gaza Strip), Feb 29:
Israeli troops fired on a crowd of
Palestinians waiting for aid in
Gaza City Thursday, witnesses
said. More than 100 people were
killed, bringing the death toll
since the start of the Israel-
Hamas war to more than 30,000
according to health officials.
Hospital officials initially re-
ported an Israeli strike on the
crowd, but witnesses later said
Israeli troops opened fire as peo-
ple pulled flour and canned goods
off of trucks. Israeli officials
acknowledged that troops opened
fire, saying they did so after the
crowd approached in a threat-
ening way. The officials insisted
on anonymity to give details
about what happened, after the
military said in a statement that
“dozens were killed and injured
from pushing, trampling and
being run over by the trucks”.
Gaza City and the surround-
ing areas in the enclave's north
were the first targets of Israel's
air, sea and ground offensive,
launched in response to Hamas'
October 7 attack. The area has
suffered widespread devasta-
tion and has been largely iso-
lated during the conflict. Trucks
carrying food reached northern
Gaza this week, the first major
aid delivery to the area in a
month, officials said Wednesday.
Aid groups say it has become
nearly impossible to deliver hu-
manitarian assistance in most of
Gaza because of the difficulty of
coordinating with the Israeli
military, ongoing hostilities and
the breakdown of public order,
with crowds of desperate people
overwhelming aid convoys. The

ISRAEL-GAZA WAR

Death toll crosses 30K

MORE THAN 100 PEOPLE WERE KILLED THURSDAY

Palestinians living in Lebanon hold placards and their national flags during
a protest to demand a ceasefire and support Palestinians in the Gaza Strip,
in front of the headquarters of UN Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia (ESCWA) in Beirut, Lebanon

UN says a quarter of
Gaza's 2.3 million
Palestinians face

HOSPITAL
OFFICIALS

the trucks, and the sol-
diers opened fire
again. He was shot

starvation; INITIALLY REPORTED AN in the leg and fell
around 80% ISRAELI STRIKE ON THE over, and then a
have fled their GO R:IRV NS5 SW.5=30 truck ran over
homes. { SAID ISRAELI TROOPS OPENED hislegas it sped
Kamel Abu “ FIRE AS PEOPLE PULLED FLOUR AND \Se)i il {-R: VLo B
Nahel, who | CANNED GOODS OFF OF TRUCKS Alaa Abu
was being |IIVANIINMININOENCE) Daiya, another
treated for a THAT TROOPS OPENED FIRE, Wltne.SS, said
gunshot wound \J\INR AR Y aiR7 [sraeli troops
at Shifa Hospital, CROWD APPROACHED IN A open fire and also
said he and others THREATENING that a tank fired a
went to the distri- 7\% shell. Medics arriv-
bution point in the mid- ing at the scene Thursday

dle of the night because
they heard there would be a de-
livery of food. “We've been eat-
ing animal feed for two months,”
he said.

He said Israeli troops opened
fire on the crowd, causing it to
scatter, with some people hid-
ing under cars. After the shoot-
ing stopped, people went back to

India attacks Pak for
rakng up Kashmir

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

United Nations/Geneva, Feb
29: In a strong retort to debt-
trapped Pakistan after it raised
the issue of Jammu and Kashmir
at the UN Human Rights Council,
India has said it cannot pay any
attention to a country which is
soaked in red due to the blood-
shed from terrorism that it spon-
sors around the world.

First Secretary in the
Permanent Mission of India to

_| the UN in Geneva Anupama

Singh exercised India's Right of
Reply at the ongoing high-level
segment of the 55th regular ses-
sion of the UN Human Rights
Council in Geneva on Wednesday:

India exercised the Right of
Reply torespond to Turkiye and
Pakistan after the two countries
made references to Kashmir in
their statements at the high-
level segment. “Firstly, we re-
gret the comment made by
Turkiye on a matter that is an in-
ternal affair of India and hope
that it would refrain from mak-
ing unsolicited comments on
our internal matters in the fu-
ture,” Singh said.

Coming down heavily on
Pakistan, India said that “we
cannot pay any further atten-
tion to a country that speaks
while being soaked in red - the
red of the bloodshed from the ter-
rorism it sponsors around the
world; the red of its debt-rid-
dled national balance sheets;
and the red of the shame its
own people feel for their gov-
ernment having failed to serve
their actual interests.”

found “dozens or hundreds”
lying on the ground, according to
Fares Afana, the head of the am-
bulance service at Kamal Adwan
Hospital. He said there were not
enough ambulances to collect all
the dead and wounded and that
some were being brought to hos-
pitals in donkey carts.
One man — who gave only his

Britain is

descending
into ‘mob rule’
because of the
pressures created by
protests against the
Israel-Hamas war

RISHI SUNAK | UK PM

first name, Ahmad, as he was
being treated at a hospital for
gunshot wounds to the arm and
leg — said he lay down on the
ground for two hours before
someone with a horse-pulled
cart had room to take him to
Shifa.

In addition to at least 104 peo-
ple killed, around 760 were
wounded, Health Ministry
spokesman Ashraf al-Qidra said.
The Health Ministry described
it as a “massacre.”

Separately, the Health Ministry
said the Palestinian death toll
from the war has climbed to
30,035, with another 70,457
wounded. It does not differenti-
ate between civilians and com-
batants in its figures but says
women and children make up
around two-thirds of those killed.

The ministry, which is part
of the Hamas-run government
in Gaza, maintains detailed
records of casualties. Its counts
from previous wars have largely
matched those of the UN, inde-
pendent experts and even Israel's
own tallies.

The Hamas attack into south-
ern Israel that ignited the war
killed 1,200 people, mostly civil-
ians, and the militants seized
around 250 hostages. Hamas and
other militants are still holding
around 100 hostages and the re-
mains of about 30 more, after re-
leasing most of the other cap-
tives during a November cease-fire.

The increasing alarm over
hunger across Gaza has fuelled
international calls for another
cease-fire, and the US, Egypt
and Qatar are working to secure
a deal between Israel and Hamas
for a pause in fighting and the re-
lease of some of the hostages.

BIDEN ‘FIT FOR DUTY’

Joe Biden ‘continues to be fit for
duty’ and ‘fully executes’ all of his
responsibilities, his physician has
said after an annual health checkup,
asserting that the 81-year-old US
President does not have any major
health concerns

Putin warns West

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Moscow, Feb 29: Russian
President Vladimir Putin vowed
Thursday to fulfil Moscow's
goals in Ukraine and sternly
warned the West against deeper
involvement in the fighting,
saying that such a move is
fraught with the risk of a global
nuclear conflict.

Putin's warning came in a
state-of-the-nation address ahead
of next month's election he's
all but certain to win, under-
lining his readiness to protect
Russian gains in Ukraine.

In an apparent reference to
French President Emmanuel
Macron's statement earlier this
week that the future deploy-
ment of Western ground troops
to Ukraine should not be “ruled
out”, Putin warned that it would
lead to “tragic” consequences
for the countries who decide
to do that.

Putin noted that while ac-
cusing Russia of plans to at-
tack NATO allies in Europe,
Western allies were “selecting
targets for striking our territory
and selecting the most efficient
as they think striking assets
and talking about the possibil-
ity of sending a NATO contin-
gent to Ukraine”.

“We remember the fate of
those who sent their troop con-
tingents to the territory of our

-

Public transport workers demonstrate at Erfurt city centre in Germany
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Iran election seen as legitimacy test for rulers as dissent grows

THE VOTE WILL BE THE FIRST FORMAL GAUGE OF PUBLIC OPINION AFTER ANTI-GOVERNMENT PROTESTS IN 2022-23
SPIRALLED INTO SOME OF THE WORST POLITICAL TURMOIL SINCE THE 1979 ISLAMIC REVOLUTION

REUTERS

Dubai, Feb 29: Iran holds a par-
liamentary election Friday seen
as a test of the clerical estab-
lishment’s popularity at a time
of growing dissent over an array
of political, social and economic
crises.

The vote will be the first for-
mal gauge of public opinion
after anti-government protests
in 2022-23 spiralled into some of
the worst political turmoil since
the 1979 Islamic Revolution.
Critics from inside and outside
the ruling elite, including politi-
cians and former lawmakers,
say the legitimacy of Iran’s theo-
cratic system could be at stake
due to economic struggles and a
lack of electoral options for a

mostly young population chafing
at political and social restric-
tions.

Iran’s top authority, Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
has called voting a religious duty:
He accused the country’s “ene-
mies” —a term he normally uses
for the United States and Israel
- of trying to create despair
among Iranian voters.

The commander of the coun-
try’s elite Revolutionary Guards,
Hossein Salami, said Wednesday
that “each vote is like a missile
launched at the enemy’s heart”.
But Iranians still have painful
memories of the handling of na-
tionwide unrest sparked by the
death in custody of a young
Iranian-Kurdish woman in 2022,
which was quelled by a violent

state crackdown involving mass
detentions and even executions.

Economic hardships pose an-
other challenge. Many analysts
say that millions have lost hope
that Iran’s ruling clerics can re-
solve an economic crisis fo-

mented by a combination of US
sanctions, mismanagement and
corruption. While establishment
supporters will likely vote for
hardline candidates, widespread
public anger at worsening living
standards and pervasive graft

may keep many Iranians at home.

Prices for basic goods like
bread, meat, dairy and rice have
skyrocketed in past months. The
official inflation rate stands at
about 40%. Analysts and insid-
ers put it at over 50%. The US 2018
withdrawal from Iran’s 2015 nu-
clear deal with six world powers,
and its reimposition of sanc-
tions, have hit Iran’s economy
hard. Efforts to revive the pact
have failed.

Iranian activists and opposi-
tion groups are distributing the
Twitter hashtags #VOTENoVote
widely on social media, argu-
ing that a high turnout will le-
gitimise the Islamic Republic.

With heavyweight moderates
and conservatives staying out
of Friday’s race and reformists

calling it an “unfree and unfair
election”, the vote will pit hard-
liners and low-key conservatives
against each other, all pro-
claiming loyalty to Iran’s Islamic
revolutionary ideals.

The interior ministry said
15,200 candidates will run for
the 290-seat parliament, with a
vetting body called the Guardian
Council approving 75% of ini-
tially registered hopefuls. The un-
elected Guardian Council, made
up of six clerics and six legal
experts generally within
Khamenei’s orbit, has the au-
thority to scrutinise laws and
election candidates. Ballots will
mostly be counted manually, so
the final result may not be an-
nounced for three days, although
partial results may appear sooner.

Putin’s warning came in a
state-of-the-nation address
ahead of next month’s election
| he’sall but certain to win,
87 underlining his readiness to

that Russia’s

nuclear forces are in
‘full readiness,’ saying
that the military has
deployed potent new
weapons, some of
them tested on the
battlefield in Ukraine

country,” the Russian leader
said. “Now the consequences
for the potential invaders will
be far more tragic.”

Speaking before an audience
of lawmakers and top officials,
Putin said the West should keep
in mind that “we also have the
weapons that can strike targets
on their territory, and what
they are now suggesting and
scaring the world with, all that
raises the real threat of a nu-
clear conflict that will mean
the destruction of our civili-
sation”.

“Don't they understand it?”
he said, alleging that Western
leaders are playing with op-
tions of deeper involvement in
the conflict, as in a simulation.
“Those people haven't been
through any tough challenges
and they have forgotten what
war means.”

The strong statement followed
earlier warnings from Putin,
who has issued frequent re-
minders of Russia's nuclear
might since he sent troops into
UKkraine in February 2022 as

~m k
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he sought to discourage the ~

West from expanding its mili-
tary support for Kyiv. Putin
emphasised that Russia's nu-
clear forces are in “full readi-
ness,” saying that the military
has deployed potent new
weapons, some of them tested
on the battlefield in Ukraine.

Pak’s new lawmakers
sworn in amid protests

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Islamabad, Feb 29: Pakistan's -

newly-elected lawmakers were
sworn in Thursday during
Parliament's maiden session
amid vociferous protests by the
supporters of jailed former Prime
Minister Imran Khan alleging
massive vote rigging during the
elections.

The National Assembly was
summoned after President Dr Arif
Alvi's initial refusal due to differ-
ences with the caretaker govern-
ment over the issue of Khan's party-
backed candidates not being allotted
thereserved seats. The opening ses-
sion of the 16th Parliament,
headed by the outgoing Speaker
of the previous Parliament, Raja
Pervaiz Ashraf, began after a
delay of more than an hour. The
general elections were held
February 8 and the National
Assembly should meet within 21
days after the day of polling, ac-
cording to the Constitution.

Ashraf administered the oath
to the newly-elected lawmakers
amidst unruly scenes as 71-year-
old Khan's PTI-backed lawmak-
ers chanted slogans against al-
leged vote rigging in the February
8 general elections.

According to a notification is-
sued by the National Assembly
Secretariat later, the new
Parliament would elect the next
Prime Minister Sunday: It stated
that the candidates for the elec-
tion of the Prime Minister will
have to submit their nomina-
tion papers by March 2 and their
examination will also take place
at three o'clock on the same day.

PML-N has announced the
name of Shehbaz Sharif for the
post of Prime Minister, who has
the support of the Pakistan
People's Party (PPP), Muttahida
Qaumi Movement Pakistan
(MQM-P) and other parties.

On the other hand, PTI an-
nounced the name of Omar Ayub
Khan as the candidate to compete
against Shehbaz. Earlier, outgoing
Speaker Ashraf administered the

~

oath to at least 302 members out -
of atotal strength of 336 because g
the Election Commission of ¢

Pakistan has not yet decided on the
allocation of reserved seats to the
Sunni Ittehad Council (SIC) which

swelled its ranks after PH—backed4

independently elected members
joined it.
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GDP grows sharply at 8.4%

India’s

GayJuotef £
i

current market size
of $4 billion is
growing rapidly
beyond everyone’s
expectations

KAMALA VARDHANA RAO | CEO, FSSAI
medical

‘ devices

industry should come |
up with cutting-edge
technologies to gain
leadership across
global markets

Domestic

VK PAUL | NITI AAYOG MEMBER
The improving
return on

‘ assets over

FY21-FY24 is likely to
reach an inflection
point with some _
pressure on margins —
and credit costs reaching multi-year
lows

KARAN GUPTA | HEAD AND DIRECTOR,
INDIA RATINGS AND RESEARCH

SHORT TAKES

H SoftBank slashes
stake in Paytm

Bangalore: Japan’s SoftBank
Group has further reduced its
stake in beleaguered Indian
payments firm Paytm to 2.83%
from 5.01%, an exchange filing
showed Thursday. The
conglomerate, which held
17.5% stake in Paytm in
September 2022, has trimmed
its ownership for more than a
year through multiple open
market deals, with its most
recent cut being in January.
While some global investors
like Warren Buffett’s Berkshire
Hathaway and China’s Alibaba
Group exited the firm in 2023,
others, including a
Netherlands-based unit of
Chinese fintech firm Ant
Financial cut their stake.
Shares of Paytm were down
3.4% in afternoon trade. The
stock has fallen 48.5% and lost
around 3234 billion in value
since the Reserve Bank of
India January 31 ordered the
company to wind down its
banking arm citing persistent
non-compliance with
regulations.

......................................

Adani’s EBITDA hits
¥T9K-cr in 2023

New Delhi: Adani Group
Thursday said pre-tax profit or
EBITDA of its portfolio
companies that span from
apples to airports soared 34
per cent to 379,000 crore in the
12-month period ended
December 2023 - 2.5x of
EBITDA in financial year 2021.
EBITDA of 378,823 crore in
2023 is compared with 358,653
crore pre-tax profit in the
previous year, it said in a
statement. “The growth was
powered by the highly stable
core infrastructure platform.
Growing at 35.5 per cent, it
generated 66,208 crore ($8
billion) - 84 per cent of
portfolio EBITDA,” it said.

GROWING

ECONOMY

outcomes that could have
helped less developed
countries and developing
countries gain confidence in
the working of WTO

PIYUSH GOYAL | TRADE MINISTER

‘ ‘ Of course we feel sad
that some countries

are still obstructing significant

SONY WITHDRAWS AGREEMENT
TO MERGE OPS WITH ZEE

Sony Group Corp is said to have withdrawn the
agreement to merge its India operations with
Zee Entertainment Enterprises Ltd from a local
company court, taking the final step in
scrapping a two-year-old plan that sought to
create a $10 billion media giant

India's economy grew by better-than-expected 8.4% in the final three months of 2023 - the fastest pace in one-and-half years

FY24 ESTIMATE REVISED UPWARDS TO 7.6%
ECONOMY EXPANDED 8.2% IN APRIL-DEC 2023 AGAINST 7.3% YOY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 29: India’s eco-
nomic growth accelerated to 8.4
per cent in the October-December
quarter of this fiscal, mainly
due to double-digit growth in
manufacturing and good show-
ing by mining & quarrying and
construction sectors.

The GDP (gross domestic prod-
uct) growth was 4.3 per cent in
the October-December 2022 quar-
ter, according to the data re-
leased by the National Statistical
Office (NSO) Thursday.

The manufacturing sector’s
output, as per the gross value
added in the third quarter of
this fiscal, grew by 11.6 per cent
compared to a contraction of 4.8
per cent in the year-ago period.

Mining and quarrying grew at
7.5 per cent in the third quarter,
up from 1.4 per cent a year ago.

The construction sector kept
the growth momentum at 9.5
per cent against the same growth
rate in the year-ago period.

However, the output of the farm
sector declined by 0.8 per cent
during the quarter compared to
agrowth of 5.2 per cent a year ago.

The national accounts data
showed electricity, gas, water
supply, and other utility serv-
ices segment has grown by 9 per
cent year-on-year against an 8.7

So the actual performance of the economy has continued

to defy expectations and do better than what many had
projected underscoring the fact that a structural
transformation of the economy is indeed underway, both in
terms of physical infrastructure and digital infrastructure as
well as inclusion agenda, boosting the purchasing power of

Indian households

V ANANTHA NAGESWARAN | CEA

per cent rise.

The GVA growth in the serv-
ices sector - trade, hotel, trans-
port, communication and serv-
ices related to broadcasting --
was 6.7 per cent during the third
quarter against 9.2 per cent.

Financial, real estate and pro-
fessional services grew by 7 per
cent in the third quarter over
7.7 per cent earlier. Public ad-
ministration, defence and other
services posted 7.5 per cent

Fiscal deficit touches
63.6% of revised aim

FOR 2023-24, GOVT’S FISCAL DEFICIT IS
ESTIMATED AT 317.35L-CR OR 5.8% OF GDP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 29: The gov-
ernment’s fiscal deficit at 311
lakh crore at January end
touched 63.6 per cent of the re-

revenue account and 7.2 lakh
crore on capital account.

As per the CGA data, ¥8,20,250
crore has been transferred to state
governments as devolution of
share of taxes by the central gov-

vised annual target, ernment up to this
apc_ording to the of- period, which is
ficial data released While there may be ¥1,52,480 crore }uglier
Thursday. - - than the previous
some slippage in the
In_the corre- gy octment target Y2
sponding period last 9 Out of the total

year, the fiscal
deficit or gap be-

and capex may trail
the FY2024 RE, ICRA

revenue expendi-
ture, %8,21,731 crore

tween the expendi- ~ does not expectthe .5 o1 account of
ture and revenue revised fiscal deficit  interest payments
was 67.8 per cent of target of and %3,15,559 crore
Revised Estimates ~ ¥17.3 lakh crore for  on major subsidies.
(RE) of the Union FY2024 to be The Prime
Budget 2022-23. breached Minister Narendra

The government’s ADITI NAVAR | CHIEF Modi-led government
total receipts stood ECONOMIST, ICRA in the interim Budget
at¥22.52 lakh crore refrained from an-
(81.7 per cent of corresponding  nouncingpopulist measures, which

RE 2023-24 of total receipts) as of
January 2024, according to the
data released by Controller
General of Accounts (CGA).
This comprised ¥18.81akh crore
tax revenue (net), ¥3.38 lakh crore
of non-tax revenue and 334,219
crore of non-debt capital receipts.
Non-debt capital receipts con-
sist of the recovery of loans and
miscellaneous capital receipts.
The total expenditure incurred
by the Centre was %33.54 lakh
crore (74.7 per cent of corre-
sponding RE 2023-24), out of
which 26.33 lakh crore is on

is expected to help it trim the fis-
cal deficit to 5.1 per cent of the
GDP next fiscal and 4.5 per cent in
FY26.

The nominal GDP growth for
the next financial year has been
pegged at 10.5 per cent against the
11 per cent estimated earlier.

The nominal GDP as per
budget estimate 2024-25 has been
projected at ¥3,27,71,808 crore,
assuming 10.5 per cent growth
over the estimated nominal GDP
of %2,96,57,745 crore, as per the
First Advance Estimates of
FY2023-24.

growth against 3.5 per cent in the
third quarter of the last fiscal.

The NSO also released the sec-
ond advance estimate for the
current fiscal and pegged the
economic growth at 7.6 per cent
against 7.3 per cent estimated
in the first advance estimate re-
leased in January.

“Real GDP or GDP at Constant
(2011-12) Prices in the year 2023-
24 is estimated to attain a level
of %172.90 lakh crore, against

India is expected to
maintain its position as
one of the world’s
fastest-growing
economies amid a
slowing China and a
eurozone narrowly
avoiding a technical
recession

the first revised estimates of
GDP for the year 202223 of ¥160.71
lakh crore. The growth rate of
GDP during 2023-24 is estimated
at 7.6 per cent compared to the
growth rate of 7.0 per cent in
2022-23,” the NSO statement said.

According to the statement,
the nominal GDP or GDP at cur-
rent prices in 2023-24 is esti-
mated to attain a level of ¥293.90
lakh crore against ¥269.50 lakh
crore in 2022-23, showing a
growth rate of 9.1 per cent.

It stated that the GDP at con-
stant (2011-12) prices in Q3 of
2023-24 is estimated at 343.72
lakh crore against 340.35 lakh

crore in Q3 of 2022-23, showing
a growth rate of 8.4 per cent.

The GDP at current prices in
Q3 of 2023-24 is estimated at
¥75.49 lakh crore compared to
368.58 lakh crore in Q3 of 2022-
23, showing a growth rate of 10.1
per cent, it stated.

The NSO revised downward
the GDP growth for 2022-23 to 7
per cent from 7.2 per cent esti-
mated earlier.

“Real GDP or GDP at constant
(2011-12) prices for the years 2022-
23 and 2021-22 stands at 160.71
lakh crore and ¥150.22 1akh crore,

respectively, showing a growth of

7.0 per cent during 2022-23 as com-
pared to growth of 9.7 per cent dur-
ing 2021-22,” it stated.

The per capita income i.e. per
capita net national income at
current prices is estimated at
31,50,906 and %1,69,496, respec-
tively, for 2021-22 and 2022-23.
Per capita PFCE at current
prices, for 2021-22 and 2022-23 is
estimated at ¥1,05,092 and
%1,18,755, respectively, it stated.

The NSO has also revised GDP
estimates for the first and second
quarters of thisfiscal to8.2and
8.1 per cent from 7.8 per cent
and 7.6 per cent, respectively.

an

Key infra sectors’
growth slows to
3.6% in January

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 29: The growth
of eight key infrastructure sec-
tors slowed to a 15-month low
of 3.6 per cent in January, on
account of poor performance of
sectors like refinery products, fer-
tiliser, steel and electricity, ac-
cording to the official data re-
leased Thursday.

The growth of eight core sec-
tors -- coal, crude oil, natural
gas, refinery products, fertiliser,
steel, cement and electricity - was
4.9 per cent in December.

It was 9.7 per cent in January
2023. The previous low level of
growth rate was recorded at 0.9
per cent in October 2022.

Cumulatively also, the growth
rate in the output of these sec-
tors slowed down to 7.7 per cent
as against 8.3 per cent in April-
January 2022-23.

The output growth of refinery
products and fertiliser was in
the negative zone. And the pace
of increase in the output of coal,
steel, and electricity decelerated
during the month under review.

However, crude oil, natural gas,
and cement production recorded
positive growth in January.

The eight core sectors contribute
40.27 per cent to the country’s Index
of Industrial Production (IIP).

CHIP-MAKING UNITS GET NOD

In a bid to be self-reliant in semiconductors, Union Cabinet gives green light to
three chip-manufacturing units at an investment of I1.26L-cr

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 29: The Union
Cabinet Thursday approved set-
ting up three semiconductor-mak-
ing units by firms, including Tata
Group and Japan’s Renesas, at
an investment of 1.26 lakh crore
as part of an attempt to cut India’s
dependence on imports to meet
requirements of chips.

The units which will make
chips for sectors including de-
fence, automobiles and telecom-
munications, will begin con-
struction within the next 100
days, Telecom Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw told reporters after
the cabinet meeting.

The three units will be set
up under the ‘Development of
Semiconductors and Display
Manufacturing Ecosystem’ pro-
gramme that provides gov-
ernment support of up to 76,000
crore.

Tata Electronics Pvt Ltd will set
up a semiconductor fab in part-
nership with Taiwan’s Powerchip
Semiconductor Manufacturing
Corp at Dholera in Gujarat. The
plant will have a capacity to pro-
duce 50,000 wafers per month
and will involve an investment of
91,000 crore.

Tata Semiconductor Assembly
and Test Pvt Ltd (TSAT) will set
up a semiconductor unit in
Morigaon, Assam, at an invest-
ment of 227,000 crore. CG Power
in partnership with Renesas
Electronics Corp and Stars

FDI inflows plunge 13% to $32 billion

EDI inflows stood at
$36.4bn during
April-Dec 2023 YoY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 29: Foreign di-
rect investment (FDI) inflows in
India declined 13 per cent to
$32.03 billion in April-December
2023, dragged down by lower in-
fusion in computer hardware
and software, telecom, auto, and
pharma sectors, according to
the latest government data.

FDI inflows stood at $36.74 bil-
lion during the corresponding
nine months of the preceding
fiscal.

Inflows during the October-
December quarter of the cur-
rent fiscal, however, rose by 18
per cent to $11.6 billion as against
$9.83 billion during the same

- quarter of 2022-23.

The total FDI -- which includes
equity inflows, reinvested earn-

ings and other capital -- declined
by about 7 per cent to $51.5 bil-
lion during the period under re-
view against $55.27 billion in
April-December 2022, the data
from the Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT) showed.

During the nine-month pe-
riod of this fiscal, FDI equity
inflows decreased from major
countries, including Singapore,
the US, the UK, Cyprus and the
UAE.

()4
FADR

FDI
EQUITY

LAST YEAR

Investments fell significantly
from the Cayman Islands and
Cyprus to $215 million and $796
million, respectively, during
April-December 2023 as against
the two comparative figures of
$624 million and $1.15 billion
recorded in the year-ago period.

However, inflows increased
from Mauritius, the Netherlands,
Japan and Germany.

Sectorally, inflows contracted
in computer software and hard-
ware, trading, services, telecom-

INFLOWS INTO
=== INDIA DECLINED
e 22% TO $46BN

munication, automobile, pharma
and chemicals.

In contrast, construction (in-
frastructure) activities, devel-
opment and power sectors reg-
istered growth in inflows.

State-wise, Maharashtra re-
ceived the highest inflow of $12.1
billion during the period. It was

$10.76 billion in the same period
a year ago.

Overseas capital inflows in
Karnataka plunged to $3.6 bil-
lion in April-December 2023 from
$8.77 billion in the same period
of previous fiscal year.

Other states/Union Territories
where FDI dipped during the
period under review included
Delhi, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal,
Rajasthan and Haryana.

The inflow, however, recorded
a positive growth in Gujarat,
Telangana, and Jharkhand.

An official has earlier stated
that hardening interest rates
globally and worsening geopo-
litical situation impacted FDI
inflows.

Tata Electronics will set up a
semiconductor fab in partnership
with Powerchip Semiconductor
Manufacturing Corp, Taiwan. This
unit will be constructed in Dholera,
Guijarat. The plant will attract

Rs 91,000 crore investment

'ata Semiconductor Assembly and

Test will set up a semiconductor
unit in Morigaon, Assam, at an
investment of 327,000 crore

CG POWER -- IN PARTNERSHIP WITH RENESAS ELECTRONICS
CORPORATION, JAPAN, AND STARS MICROELECTRONICS, THAILAND --

WILL SET UP A SEMICONDUCTOR UNIT IN SANAND, GUJARAT.
INVESTMENT IN THE SANAND UNIT IS ESTIMATED AT 37,600 CRORE

Microelectronics of India electronics, display and
Thailand willsetup - js fast becoming . Power electronics.
aunit in Sanand in a semiconductor The unit in
Gujarat at an in- ' pation, Just two years | Assam willhavea
vestment of 7,600 ago, it was not even capacity of 48 mil-
cr(I)re.J Last present in the liotn pel; day 1for
n June las - automotive, elec-
year, the Cabinet semlco:;i :ﬁ%:ﬁgsyﬂem tric vehicles, con-

approved a pro-

posal of Micron for
setting up a semicon-
ductor unit in Sanand,
Gujarat.

The approvals are part of the
Modi government’s ambitions
to make India a chipmaker for
the world and cutting reliance on
countries like Taiwan.

Vaishnaw said the Tata plant
at Dholera will produce high-
performance computer chips
with 28 nm technology for elec-
tric vehicles (EV), telecom, de-
fence, automotive, consumer

ASHWINI VAISHNAW
| TELECOM MINISTER

sumer electronics,
telecom, and mobile
phones. The CG power
semiconductor unit will
manufacture 15 million chips
for consumer, industrial, auto-
motive and power applications.
“Within a very short time,
India’s semiconductor mission
has achieved four big successes.
With these units, the semicon-
ductor ecosystem will get es-
tablished in India. India already
has deep capabilities in chip de-
sign. With these units, our coun-
try will develop capabilities in

chip fabrication. Advanced pack-
aging technologies will be in-
digenously developed in India
with today’s announcement,”
he said adding the three units will
generate direct employment of
20,000 advanced technology jobs
and about 60,000 indirect jobs.
These units will accelerate
employment creation in down-
stream automotive, electronics
manufacturing, telecom manu-

facturing, industrial manufac- ~

turing, and other semiconductor-
consuming industries.

Construction of Micron’s
Sanand unit is progressing at a
rapid pace and a robust semi-
conductor ecosystem is emerg-
ing near the unit, he said.

Tata Electronics’ partner
PSMC is renowned for its ex-
pertise in logic and memory
foundry segments. PSMC has 6
semiconductor foundries in
Taiwan. Power management
chips the two will manufacture
are high voltage, high current ap-
plications.

TSAT semiconductor is de-
veloping indigenous advanced
semiconductor packaging tech-
nologies including flip chip and
ISIP (integrated system in pack-
age) technologies.

Renesas is a leading semi-
conductor company focussed on
specialised chips. It operates 12
semiconductor facilities and is
an important player in micro-
controllers, analogue, power, and
System-on-chip (SoC) products.

Indices close higher in volatile trade

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Feb 29: Benchmark
stock indices Sensex and Nifty
closed with gains Thursday in a
highly volatile trade amid the
scheduled monthly expiry of de-
rivative contracts.

The 30-share BSE Sensex re-
bounded 195.42 points or 0.27
per cent to settle at 72,500.30.
During the day, the benchmark
oscillated between a high of
72,730.00 and a low of 72,099.32.
The broader Nifty of NSE gained
31.65 points or 0.14 per cent to
close at 21,982.80.

“Domestic benchmark traded
near a flat-line trend throughout
the session, but some buoyancy
emerged by the end of the day.
Investors adopted a cautious
wait & watch approach on the
verge of a heavy economic data
week,” said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services.

Among Sensex shares,
Indusind Bank, Mahindra &

| |Im.

Mahindra, HCL Tech, Power
Grid, Maruti, State Bank of India,
Titan, Asian Paints, Nestle and
UltraTech Cement were the
major gainers.

Reliance Industries climbed
nearly 2 per cent intra-day before
closing more than half-a per cent
higher after the company and
Walt Disney announced the sign-
ing of binding pacts to merge
their media operations in India to
create a 370,000 crore behemoth.

Hindustan Unilever, Bharti
Airtel, Tata Motors, ITC, Tech
Mahindra and Axis Bank were
among the laggards.

“Markets traded volatile on
the monthly expiry day but man-
aged to end marginally higher,”

said Ajit Mishra, SVP - Technical
Research, Religare Broking Ltd.

In the broader market, the
BSE midcap gauge climbed 0.84
per cent and smallcap index
went up by 0.50 per cent. Among
the indices, services jumped 1.46
per cent, power climbed 1.01 per
cent, commodities (0.79 per cent),
industrials (0.74 per cent), metal
(0.74 per cent) and capital goods
(0.65 per cent).

In Asian markets, Seoul, Tokyo
and Hong Kong settled lower
while Shanghai ended in the
green. European markets were
trading mostly in the green. The
US markets ended marginally
lower Wednesday.

Foreign institutional investors

~

(FIIs) offloaded equities worth -

?1,879.23 crore Wednesday, ac-
cording to exchange data.

The BSE benchmark fell by
790.34 points or 1.08 per cent to
settle at 72,304.88 Wednesday.

£
C

The Nifty slumped 247.20 points4

or 1.11 per cent to settle at
21,951.15.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Feb 29: Senior India
batter KL, Rahul will not feature
in the fifth and final Test against
England in Dharamsala owing
to an injury while pace spearhead
Jasprit Bumrah will return to the
team, the BCCI said Thursday.

Rahul, who continues to feel
sore in his right quadriceps, has
travelled to London to get an ex-
pert opinion on his injury. The
wicketkeeper-batter became un-
available after the series-opener
in Hyderabad in January and
as per the BCCI, he was 90 per
cent fit before the third Test in
Rajkot earlier this month.

“Mr KL Rahul, whose partic-
ipation in the final IDFC First
Bank Test was subject to fitness,
hasbeen ruled out of the fifth and
final Test in Dharamsala. The

BCCI Medical Team is closely
monitoring him and coordinat-
ing with specialists in London for
further management of his
issue,” the Board said in a release.

Meanwhile Bumrah, who was
released from the squad for the
fourth Test in Ranchi in line
with the team’s workload man-
agement policy, will link up with
the squad in Dharamsala for the
final Test, beginning March 7.
India have already taken an
unassailable 3-1 lead, following
the victory in the fourth Test in
Ranchi.

Rahul’s absence from the final
Test means Rajat Patidar re-
mained with the squad but the
MP batter can’t be sure of his
place in the playing eleven, hav-
ing aggregated only 63 runs in
six innings. All-rounder
Washington Sundar has also

SPORTS

, BUMRAH IN

been released fro

“He will join Tamil Nadu -
his Ranji Trophy side - for their
Ranji Trophy Semi-final fixture
against Mumbai, starting March
2nd, 2024. He will join the India
squad after the completion of
the domestic fixture for the fifth
Test, if need be,” the BCCI said.

Rahul needs to be fully fit be-
fore the IPL where he will lead
Lucknow Super Giants and is
expected to bat in the middle
order to bolster his chances of
making the India squad for the
T20 World Cup in the USA and
the Caribbean.

It is the same quadriceps in-
jury that had sidelined Rahul
for almost four months last year.
Having got injured during the
IPL, Rahul returned to action
during the Asia Cup in
September last and made in-

Delhi eves prevail over RCB

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, Feb 29: Delhi
Capitals braved a sensational
battering from Smriti Mandhana
to hand a fighting Royal
Challengers Bangalore a 25-run
defeat in their Women’s Premier
League (WPL) match here
Thursday.

Mandhana fused power and
grace to score 74 (43b, 10x4, 3x6)
but other batters did not quite
make it big as RCB, who were
without indisposed star all-
rounder Elysse Perry, ended up
at 169/9. The Capitals made a
challenging 194/5 as Shafali
Varma mustered a 31-ball 50

Pragg’s blunder
leads to his loss
in second round

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Prague, Feb 29: Indian
Grandmaster R Praggnanandhaa
committed a time-pressure blun-
der as he suffered defeat at the
hands of Parham Maghsoodloo
of Iran in the second round of
Prague Masters Chess tourna-
ment here. The defeat ended
Praggnanandhaa’s impressive
47-game unbeaten streak in
Classical Chess.

The 18-year-old also lost the top
ranking in live ratings among
Indians - a spot reclaimed by
the legendary Viswanathan
Anand who is also the brand
ambassador of this event.

D Gukesh, meanwhile, came
up with an impressive per-
8 formance with black pieces to
J~beat Nguyen Thai Dai Van of
Czech Republic.

SHAFALI VERMA

ALICE CAPSEY

(3x4, 4x6) after they were asked
to bat first.

But that total was under severe
threat when Mandhana tore into
the DC attack with panache.
They went off the blocks in an
energetic fashion as Mandhana
took it upon herself the task of
leading her side’s reply.

Mandhana faced 28 balls in
the powerplay segment and ham-
mered 45 runs as the home team
reached an impressive 52 for no
loss after six overs. Sophie Devine
just had to watch all the fun
from her end as Mandhana
reached her first-ever WPL fifty
in just 32 balls. But the Kiwi bat-
ter soon fell to pacer Arundhati

Reddy (2/38) as her top-edged
pull ended in the hands of Jess
Jonassen.

However, Mandhana continued
her aggressive ways and smoked
Marizanne Kapp (2/35) over mid-
wicket for a six. But the veteran
South African had the last laugh
as she uprooted the off-stump
with a slower delivery that beat
Mandhana’s tentative swish.

Thereafter the task only grew
steeper for RCB as left-arm spin-
ner Jess Jonassen (3/21) pro-
duced an excellent spell. RCB
lost six wickets for 18 runs at
that stage.

Earlier, Verma and Alice
Capsey (46, 33b, 4x4, 2x6) added
82 runs for the second wicket as
the Capitals recovered from the
early loss of skipper Meg
Lanning. Kapp (32, 16b, 2x4, 3x6)
and Jonassen (36 not out, 16b,
4x4, 2x6) also played blinders to-
wards the end to give a fillip to
the Capitals as they added 58
runs for the fifth wicket in a lit-
tle over four overs.

Verma, who was dropped on
two by Shreyanka Patil off pacer
Renuka Singh, and Capsey went
about their task shifting seam-
lessly through the gears. Verma
gave a lot of steam to DC in-
nings. But she fell while pulling
Shreyanka straight into the
hands of Georgia Wareham at
mid-wicket.

Brief scores: DC Women 194/5
(Shafali Verma 50, Alice Capsey
46, Jess Jonassen 36 n o,
Marizanne Kapp 32; Sophie
Devine 2/23, Nadine de Klark
2/35) beat RCB Women 169/9
(Smriti Mandhana 74; Jess
Jonassen 3/21, Marizanne Kapp
2/35, Arundhati Reddy 2/38) by
25 runs.

m the squad.

Ly
R .
stant impact. In the Test tour of
South Africa last year, Rahul
was the only century-maker for
India in the drawn series.

The BCCI also said senior
pacer Mohammed Shami is re-
covering well after undergoing
a surgery February 26 for his
right heel problem. “He is re-
covering well and will soon head
to the National Cricket Academy
(NCA) in Bengaluru to com-
mence his rehabilitation process,”
the Board said of Shami.

India’s updated squad for
fifth Test: Rohit Sharma (C),
Jasprit Bumrah (VC), Yashasvi
Jaiswal, Shubman Gill, Rajat
Patidar, Sarfaraz Khan, Dhruv
Jurel (WK), KS Bharat (WK),
Devdutt Padikkal, R Ashwin,
Ravindra Jadeja, Axar Patel,
Kuldeep Yadav, Mohd. Siraj,
Mukesh Kumar, Akash Deep.
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Tirkey lauds outgoing CEO Norman:T

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Rourkela, Feb 29: She might
have left under acrimonious cir-
cumstances, but Hockey India
president Dilip Tirkey Thursday
praised outgoing CEO Elena
Norman, saying that he appre-
ciates the Australian’s contri-
bution towards the growth of
the sport.

The former captain, however,
rejected Norman’s claim of fac-
tionalism in HI, saying all is
well within the federation. “Since
taking over, we have done good
work and I appreciate it. We have
seen the performance of the
teams in the past two years. Our
CEO has done commendable
work for Indian hockey. We ap-
preciate her efforts and contri-
bution,” Tirkey said here in a
media interaction.

Tirkey’s comments came a
day after he and Singh issued a
joint statement denying
Norman’s assertion of arift be-
tween them.

Norman resigned Tuesday
and in an interview to PTI she
alleged that there was faction-
alism in the body. The 49-year-old
Australian suggested that Tirkey
and Singh were at loggerheads
and also complained of a diffi-
cult work environment.

“There are two factions in
Hockey India. There is
(President) Dilip Tirkey and I
and there is (Secretary)
Bholanath Singh, (Executive
Director) Cdr. R K Srivastava
and (Treasurer) Sekar J
Manoharan,” she had said.

Norman’s resignation came
close on the heels of Indian
women’s hockey team coach
Janneke Schopman’s decision
to quit. She also complained of
a difficult work environment.

The Dutch coach had accused
HI of giving step-motherly treat-
ment to women’s hockey.

But Tirkey lauded Schopman’s
contribution and vowed to pro-
vide all possible help to the
women’s team to make a fresh
start. “The women’s team did
well in 2023. The girls have done
really well. They won the 2023
FIH Nations Cup. Their per-
formance has been good in the
Asian Champions Trophy and
Asian Games as well.

“They played well in the
Olympic Qualifier too but it was
purely bad luck. But I have been
making a note where we made
mistakes, and what demands we
couldn’t fulfil in time, we are
assessing,” the former India cap-
tain said.

The HI chief said the federa-
tion’s main focus right now is on
preparing the men’s team for a

o Ba b

podium finish at the Paris
Olympics.

“The men’s team has already
qualified, and we now are think-
ing of how they can perform
better (in Paris),” Tirkey said.
“Side by side, the women’s team
is also on our mind. We are work-
ing on how to make better fu-
ture plans for them.”

Rebello hands Odisha FC win over EB

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 29: Odisha
FC registered a 2-1 victory over
East Bengal FC to consolidate
their position at the top of the
Indian Super League (ISL) table
here Thursday.

The sailing wasn’t as smooth
for the home side though, with
East Bengal FC winger Vishnu
Puthiya making heads turn by
notching the fastest goal by any
player in the current ISL sea-
son to break the deadlock in the
33rd second of the match.

Right after the kick-off, Vishnu
went dazzling down the right
flank, picking the ball on the
edge of the box, cutting into the
middle, beating Jerry Lalrinzuala
and outmanoeuvring Carlos
Delgado before launching an in-
stinctive shot beyond Odisha FC
goalkeeper Amrinder Singh to
put his side ahead.

East Bengal FC had a fantas-
tic chance to sustain the pressure
secured through this early lead.
However, their influence in the
proceedings began waning as
Odisha FC recovered from the
early setback by playing to their
strengths, with the striking duo
of Roy Krishna and Diego
Mauricio sustaining pressure
upfront and capitalising on their
prowess from set pieces.

Mauricio had a shot from out-
side of the box swirling over the
post in the 14th minute, but his
tricky footwork came to the res-
cue, helping him earn a spot-kick
as fullback Mohammad Rakip
challenged to recover possession
from him in the 38th minute.

Mauricio stepped up and
drilled the ball powerfully at the

et

top right corner to equalise

scores and bag his seventh goal
of the campaign. It was also the
third penalty that he converted
in ISL 2023-24, demonstrating
his proficiency from 12 yards
out, and helping him get on the
scoresheet especially during a
phase of the season when his
Fijian counterpart Roy Krishna
has outperformed him slightly.

That momentum carried on for
Odisha FC in the second essay

e X
of the game, and it was Ahmed
Jahouh who swung into the thick
of things to help his side bag
the winner. He has been a stal-
wart of the ISL, securing success
with three different clubs, and
on Thursday night he equalled
his teammate Krishna to be-
come the player to assist the sec-
ond most number of goals (24)
after Hugo Boumous (32) in the
history of the competition.

All of this came, courtesy of

munETA STEEL B
TRAT BAR

acorner kick in the 61st minute,
with his delivery landing in the
path of former FC Goa star
Princeton Rebello, who had
started the game for Odisha FC.

Rebello reached the delivery
and flicked it into the back of
the net from a position where
Prabsukhan Singh Gill could do
nothing to thwart the goal, thus
resulting in East Bengal FC fac-
ing their seventh loss of the ISL
campaign.

HOCKEY INDIA LEAGUE TO BEGIN SOON: TIRKEY

RAJESH MOHANTY, OP

Rourkela, Feb 29: Hockey India
League (HIL) is all set to return
after seven years absence, con-
firmed Hockey India President
and former India captain Dilip
Tirkey during his conversation
with Orissa POST.

“I can confirm to you that
soon the HIL will commence.
We are just waiting to find a
proper window from the
Federation of International
Hockey (FIH) for this. Once we
get that we will get started,”
shared Tirkey.

“We have our franchises ready
and also the sponsors for the
mega event. There is absolutely
no problem with this. Once the
clearance comes, we will be on
the turf,” added the hockey great
from Odisha.

There will be eight teams, in-
cluding the Kalinga Lancers in

the male category and there will
be four women teams this time.
Notably, Lancers were the cham-
pions the last time HIL was
played in 2017.

However, the president was
quick to add, “We are trying to
increase the number of teams in
the women’s category and I am
sure we will get those.”

He was very confident that
the event this time will be much
better. “We have the support of
the government, the ministry
and also the corporate houses.
There is no problem as far as
sponsors are concerned. And
this time there are big corpo-
rate houses, I mean the top
notches of the country.”

When he was asked about the
recent controversy involving
Hockey India and its outgoing
CEO Elena Norman and coach
of the women’s team Jannek
Schopman, Tirkey was very can-

did in his response.
“See there are some issues,

which are sub judice and it will
not be right comment and ex-

plain everything. But I must say
both the incidents are unfortu-

nate,” said the 46-year-old from
Sundargarh.

Similarly, about the Schopman
issue he said, “the women’s
hockey cannot be allowed to suf-
fer. Under her coaching the team
won many championships and
qualified for the Pro League for
the first time.”

“I am definitely going to in-
vestigate what happened in both
the cases in the interest of the
game. We are getting all the sup-
port so I will definitely find out,”
added Tirkey, who was a de-
fender during his playing day.

Sharing his views on his polit-
ical career and his candidature

cCm

P

N

.

from BJD in the upcoming elec- -

tions, the Rajya Sabha MP said: “I
am already in politics so I am
playing the role of a politician. As
far as my candidature is con-
cerned, whatever duty our leader

C

Naveen Patnaik ji will assign me—-

I will do that without any delay.”

1 Printed and published by Tathagata Satpathy on behalf of Navajat Printers and Media Pvt. Ltd. and printed at Navajat Printers, B-15 Industrial Estate, Rasulgarh, Bhubaneswar -751010, Odisha;Phone:7894447142(Marketing). Editor: Tathagata Satpathy, RNI No. ORIENG/2011/37159
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