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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Hyderabad, Nov 16: In or-
der to have 50 per cent of the 
country's students in universi-
ties, India needs to double the 
varsities’ strength to 2,500, 
NITI Aayog CEO BVR Sub-
rahmanyam has said.

Delivering a keynote ad-
dress at the Indian School of 

Business (ISB) here Friday, he 
said though one university and 
two colleges were opened every 
week in the past ten years, on-
ly 29 per cent of the age cohort 
enroll in the varsities.

“Today we have 1,200 univer-
sities and slightly more than 
four crore students, but that’s 
only 29 per cent of the cohort 
age enroll in the university 

system. Actually, at least 50 per 
cent of the students should be 
in colleges.

“We need to double the col-
leges and universities in the 
country. The country needs 2,500 
universities. It may look like a 
good number but a lot of univer-
sities are not up to the mark.  But 
the fact is, you need those num-
bers. Maybe we need to deliver 
education differently,” he said.

Speaking on the silver lining, 
Subrahmanyam said that with 
a huge digital infrastructure, 
India has become the biggest 

laboratory in the digital world 
where one can experiment at a 
scale.

The CEO said India has cre-
ated a huge architecture called 
digital public infrastructure by 
going the public route rather 
than the private.

The offi cial further said 
Estonia was the fi rst country 
with a population of two mil-
lion which went for digital 
identity. However, India did 
at the scale of 140 crore people 
and everybody has a digital 
identity and 120 crore people 
have bank accounts.

“India has become the big-
gest laboratory in the digital 
world. A laboratory where you 
can experiment at a scale which 
is impossible and inconceivable 
anywhere else, probably except 
the United States. Maybe we 
even leapfrog them for a vari-
ety of reasons,” he said.

Indian universities 
not up to mark: NITI
Flashy infra and high capitation fees notwithstanding, the quality 
of education in Indian varsities is falling far short of standards 
which may come in the way of the country’s aspiration to become 
a world leader in years to come. A point in that direction has been 
made by NITI Aayog CEO BVR Subrahmanyam, Friday. The as-
sertion holds considerable signifi cance in the backdrop of NEP-2020 
which envisaged sea change in streamlining curriculum to create 
new opportunities for students. At least 50 per cent students of the 
country should be in colleges whereas the existing universities can 
accommodate only 29 per cent of students. India has 1,200 varsi-
ties at the moment and it needs another 1,300 to accommodate these 
students, Subrahmanyam said. Though the number looks good on 
paper, many of the existing varsities do not meet required standard 
and there is a need to deliver education differently, he pointed out

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

C'mon, prioritise-clean the roads, call 
the photographers, arrange 

refreshments... be ready for VIP visits!

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Nov 16: Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi 
Saturday embarked on a four-
day visit to Singapore to pres-
ent the state’s investment op-
portunities to global investors.

He was accompanied by 
Industries Minister Sampad 
Chandra Swain and other state 
government offi cials.

“Our message will be clear 
that Odisha is open for busi-
ness, and we are ready for it,” 
Majhi told reporters before 
starting his tour which aligned 
with the annual festival of Bali 
Yatra, symbolising Odisha’s 
ancient maritime trade legacy.

Stating that the objective of 
his visit is to position Odisha 
as a premier destination for 
global investments, the CM 
said Singapore is famous for its 
businesses in the fi elds of chem-
icals, petrochemicals, green 
energy, logistics, ship making, 
fi nancial services, electronics, 
semiconductors and others.

“They (Singapore) have good 
presence in these fi elds. We will 
meet them, so that businesses 
come to Odisha,” Majhi told 

reporters, adding that the trip 
will be helpful in furthering 
Odisha’s industrial growth and 
economic development.

The CM said, “When inves-
tors will think about investing 
in India, Odisha will be their 
fi rst choice for doing business.”

He went on to add, “We will 
discuss with the business heads 
and make them aware of Odis-
ha’s resources and skilled man-
power and industrial policy and 
organise a road show.” 

According to offi cial sourc-
es, the delegation will explore 
potential collaborations and 
opportunities with industry 
leaders, investors, and policy-

makers in Singapore. The tour 
is organised to attract invest-
ments ahead of the upcoming 
Utkarsh Odisha 2025 Summit in 
January next year. 

Meanwhile, Opposition BJD 
welcomed Majhi’s tour to Sin-
gapore to bring investment to 
the state.

“However, the state gov-
ernment must take steps to 
create conducive atmosphere 
to keep big investments like 
ArcelorMittal/Nippon Steel & 
JSW EV project in the state for 
which MoUs have been signed 
earlier,” BJD MLA and former 
Industries Minister Pratap Deb 
told reporters.

CM: Odisha will be the 
first choice of investors

Maiden national hockey title for Odisha

HISTORIC FEATHISTORIC FEAT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New York, Nov 16: A sand-
stone sculpture looted from 
Madhya Pradesh in 1980s and 
another in green-grey schist, 
looted from Rajasthan in 1960s 
are among the over 1,400 an-
tiquities collectively valued 
at USD 10 million that the US 
returned to India.

More than 600 more antiqui-
ties looted from India are sched-
uled to be repatriated in coming 
months.

The pieces were returned 
here at a ceremony in the pres-
ence of Manish Kulhary from 
the Consulate General of India 
and Alexandra deArmas, Group 
Supervisor from the Homeland 
Security Investigation of New 
York Cultural Property, Art, 
and Antiquities Group, ac-
cording to a statement from 
Manhattan District Attorney 
Alvin L Bragg, Jr.

The sandstone sculpture de-
picting a celestial dancer was 
looted from a temple in Madhya 
Pradesh in the early 1980s. The 
looters had cleaved the sculp-
ture into two halves to facili-

tate smuggling and illicit sale 
and by February 1992, the two 
halves were illegally imported 
from London into New York, 
professionally reassembled, 
and donated to the Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art (Met).

It remained on display at the 
Met, until it was seized by the 
Antiquities Traffi c Unit (ATU) 
in 2023. The second sculpture, 
Tanesar Mother Goddess, carved 
from green-gray schist, was loot-
ed from a village of Tanesara-Ma-
hadeva in Rajasthan.

First documented in the late 
1950s by an Indian archaeolo-
gist along with 11 other sculp-
tures of mother goddesses, the 
Tanesar Mother Goddess and 
her fellow mother goddesses 
were stolen one evening in the 
early 1960s, the statement said 
Wednesday.

By 1968, the Tanesar Moth-
er Goddess was in a Manhat-
tan gallery and after passing 
through two other collectors in 
New York, the Met accessioned 
the Tanesar Mother Goddess in 
1993, where it remained on dis-
play until it was seized by the 
ATU in 2022, it added.

US returns $10mn worth 
looted antiquities to India

A LONG-OVERDUE: Members of team Odisha celebrate after winning the 14th Hockey India Senior Men National Championship fi nal against Haryana, at 
Mayor Radhakrishnan Hockey Stadium in Chennai, Saturday  PTI PHOTO

NHRC notice to UP govt
New Delhi: The National Human 
Rights Commission (NHRC) 
Saturday has issued a notice to 
the Uttar Pradesh government 
in connection with a fi re at the 
children’s ward of a medical college 
in Jhansi that claimed the lives of 10 
newborns. Describing reports of the 
incident as ‘disturbing’, the NHRC 
has sought a detailed report within 
a week. The commission observed 
that the contents of the reports are 
“indeed disturbing and indicate 
negligence” resulting in a “grave 
violation” of the human rights of the 
victims as they were in the care of a 
government institution.  P3&8

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, Nov 16: Dubbed as 
the capital of Indian Hockey for 
producing a number of India in-
ternationals including current 
Hockey India president Dilip 
Tirkey, Odisha surprisingly 
didn’t ever win Senior Men 
National Championship.

That jinx was broken Satur-
day here at Mayor Radhakrish-
nan Stadium as Odisha out-
played Haryana 5-1 in the fi nal 

of the 14th Hockey India Senior 
Men’s National Championship 
2024. 

Tamil Nadu’s deputy CM 
Udayanidhi Stalin handed over 
the trophy to the Odisha team 
in the presence of Hockey India 
president and Odisha hockey 
legend Dilip Tirkey .

Odisha CM Mohan Charan 
Majhi congratulated the Odis-
ha team on its historic victory.

Taking to X Majhi wrote, 
“Huge congratulations to the 

#Odisha Hockey team on clinch-
ing their historic fi rst ever gold 
medal at the 14th Hockey India 
Senior Men National Champi-
onship 2024!  The Odisha team 
triumphed over Hockey Hary-
ana today, marking a major 
milestone.” 

India international Shilanand 
Lakra slammed a hat-trick to 
hand Odisha the much-needed 
trophy.

Shilanand (48th, 57th, 60th min-
utes) scored three goals in a span 

of 12 minutes, while Rajat Akash 
Tirkey (11th) seized an early op-
portunity to give Odisha the lead, 
scoring from close range. Pratap 
Lakra (39th) then doubled the lead 
in the third quarter, converting a 
penalty stroke.

In the fourth quarter, Shila-
nand rose to the occasion for 
Odisha. Haryana’s lone goal 
was scored by Joginder Singh 
(55th). Uttar Pradesh defeat-
ed Manipur 2-1 to claim the 
third spot.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Nov 16: The 
East Coast Railway (ECoR) 
plans to install the Kavach, 
train collision avoidance sys-
tem, an offi cial said.

The Kavach system will 
be installed between Rani-
tal (Bhadrak) in Odisha and 
Duvvada (Visakhapatnam) in 
Andhra Pradesh, a vital section 
of the Howrah-Chennai main 
line covering a distance of 595 
km. “Tender has been notifi ed 
for the survey, design, supply, 
installation, testing, and com-
missioning of Kavach equip-
ment, as well as other associ-
ated works, with an estimated 
value of about `280 crore,” an 
offi cial statement said.

“A detailed estimation is un-
derway for installing Kavach 
in the remaining sections of 
ECoR. It is also focusing on 
modern signalling and inter-
locking systems to minimise 
human error,” it said. 

The installation of Kavach, 
the indigenous system, is a top 
priority set by Railway Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw to enhance 
safety on busy and critical rail 
corridors.

The automatic train protec-
tion (ATP) system is designed 
to prevent train collisions and 
ensure enhanced operational 
safety.

ECoR plans to install 
Kavach system

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 16: An individu-
al bird’s stress could be contagious, 
with other non-stressed birds dis-
playing lower levels of activity, 
meaning that they possibly ‘explore 
their environment less’ or limit 
movement, according to a study 
that explored the social effects of a 
stressed bird.

With habitats changing rapidly 
due to urbanisation and climate 
change, animals are increasingly 
exposed to stress.

However, little research has 
shown how an individual’s stress 

levels affect the group, including 
behaviour of other members who 
may not be experiencing stress 
themselves, said researchers at the 
University of Konstanz, Germany.

For the study, published in the 
journal Proceedings of the Royal 
Society B Biological Sciences, the re-
searchers looked at 96 zebra fi nches, 
which are native to countries such 
as Australia and Indonesia.

The birds were kept in four sepa-
rate groups -- 12 females and males 
each -- for six months prior to the 
study.

Birds had ample time to form 
pairs and most pairs had bred be-

fore, the researchers said.
Over three rounds of experi-

ments, each lasting four weeks, 
some members of the groups were 
exposed to disruptions of differing 
nature -- such as being restrained, 
cage disturbances or loud music -- 
thereby causing stress to the birds.

The researchers measured lev-
els of the stress hormone ‘corticos-
terone’ in the birds’ tail feathers 
in addition to recording the be-
havioural responses on cameras.

The social environment was 
found to impact both activity and 
behaviour of the zebra fi nches that 
were not exposed to stress, with the 
non-stressed birds responding in a 
way similar to the stressed ones.

“Our experiments show that 
stress responses can spread be-
yond individuals to other mem-
bers of their social group, even to 
those who are not exposed to stress 
themselves,” said co-author Hanja 
Brandl, a behavioural biologist at 
the University of Konstanz.

“In groups where a larger pro-
portion of birds experiences stress, 
we observed this effect even more 
strongly,” she said.

The researchers also found that 
unexposed birds in groups, with 
more numbers experiencing stress, 
moved less.

Bird’s stress could spread in 
group, affect the non-stressed



Mumbai: The upcoming streaming doc-
umentary Nayanthara: Beyond the Fairy 
Tale, based on superstar Nayanthara, 

has triggered a rift between the actress 
and superstar Dhanush. The actress 

called out Dhanush after he sent a 
legal notice to her seeking com-
pensation over the use of certain 
clips in the documentary without 
authorisation.

 The actress took to her Insta-
gram, and shared a long letter ad-

dressed to Dhanush in which she 
pointed the gun at the actor for trying 

to block the release of her documenta-
ry as it features footage from the fi lm 

Naanum Rowdy Dhaan.
She wrote, “A well-established actor like 

you, with the support and blessings of your 
father and your brother, an ace director, 
needs to read and understand this. Cinema 
as we all know is a fi ght for survival for 
people like me, a self made woman with no 
links in the industry and someone who had 
to struggle my way to the position I hold to-
day. I’d owe this to my work ethic that is no 
secret to all who know me but more impor-

tantly, to 
the good-
will of the 
audience 
and my 
fi lm frater-
nity”.

She 
shared 
that the 
release of 
her Netfl ix 
documen-
tary has 
been much 
awaited by 
many of 
her fans.

She con-
tinued, 
“This Net-
fl ix Docu-
mentary 
about me, 
my life, my 
love and 
marriage 
includes 
clips of ma-
ny of my 
industry 
well-wish-
ers who 
have gra-
ciously 
contrib-
uted and 
memo-
ries from 
multiple 
fi lms, 
but sad-
ly does 
not in-
clude the 

most special and 
important fi lm, 
Naanum Row-
dy Dhaan.

She shared 
that af-

ter two long years of battling it out with the 
actor for an NOC (No Objection Certifi cate) and 
waiting for his approval for the documentary re-
lease, the team fi nally decided to give up, re-edit 
and settle for the current version since he de-
clined to permit the usage of Naanum Rowdy 
Dhaan songs or visual cuts.

She went on, “What’s even more shocking is 
your legal notice after the release of the trailer 
of the Netfl ix Documentary. We were startled to 
read those lines wherein you questioned the us-
age of some videos (just 3 seconds) which were 
shot in our personal devices and that too BTS 
visuals that are already very much publicly 
present on social media and claimed a sum of 
Rs.10 crores as damages for the mere 3 seconds. 
This is an all time low from you and speaks 
so much about your character. I wish 
you were half the person you 
portray to be on stage in audio 
launches in front of your 
innocent fans but clearly 
you do not practice what 
you preach, at least not for 
me and my partner”.

Nayantha- ra said she would 
be giving a “befi tting” reply to 

Dhanush’s no-
tice through 

lawful 
means.  

IANS

You are likely to be at your 
inventive best today, feels 
Ganesha. You are likely to taste success, 
much to the delight of your colleagues at 
work and loved ones back home. How-
ever, experience counts, and if you are 
a beginner at something, you may face 
problems in your new venture.

Your think tank will be 
running on overdrive today. 
Your possessiveness might kick in to cause a 
confl ict. Keep your anger under the carpet to 
avoid any unnecessary complications. Intro-
spection will also play upon your thoughts, 
leading you to explore your problems and 
pry for solutions, predicts Ganesha.

Today may not be very mean-
ingful and productive for you, 
though you will get to spend 
plenty of quality time with yourself in the 
afternoon, which may not necessarily be to 
your liking. By evening, you may feel a little 
extra sensitive. A lonely day, or as an optimist 
would put it, you've got the whole day to your-
self; it could have been worse (For instance, a 
day alone with your nagging mother-in-law!).

Chess is a good start, but it 
is nothing compared to the 
strategic intrigues of your 
day today. Arguments will lead to further 
arguments, and nowhere else, reminds 
Ganesha. So, it only makes sense to 
counter a disagreement with an agree-
ment. But then again, total agreement is 
doubly secretive. 

You will shine exceedingly 
well in all the activities that 
you undertake today. Your 
dream of starting business operations on 
foreign shores will fructify today, says 
Ganesha. You may pay more attention 
to your personal appearance, which will 
boost your morale considerably.

An upcoming project of 
a new joint venture will 
capsize your personal life 
and keep you on your toes today, says 
Ganesha. You may not fi nd the results in 
proportion to the efforts that you put in, 
but be patient because everything will fall 
in place only in due time. 

To do or not to do? That 
will be the question for 
most of today as you fi nd 
yourself pulling out of one dilemma only 
to trip into the next one. Controversy will 
surround you and you may fi nd yourself 
at the crossroads, where you are unsure 
of which direction to take. 

There are good days and bad 
days; your day today will 
oscillate between the two 
extremes, says Ganesha. While on the 
one hand, your mind will be fl ooded 
with negative feelings that will make 
you feel miserable, on the other, your 
efforts at work will yield good results 
in the future. 

You are already overloaded 
with work. On the top of 
it, people around you will 
conveniently put their share of load on 
your back, and you will take it most of the 
times. You, however, will not get bogged 
down by the additional responsibilities.

Are you fretting over the 
obstacles you are facing on 
the business front? Ganesha 
tackles the root of your problem and 
advises you to be patient and have faith 
in your undertakings. Good things will 
come your way, in good time. 

 Call it your generous side, 
but today is the perfect day 
to give back to all those from 
whom you have received so far. With 
roots set fi rmly in community service, it 
might do you well to extend that helping 
hand and return something back to them, 
preferably in the double. 

The stars urge you to focus 
on your fi nances and sav-
ings, and today, you might 
remain very busy doing just that. But take 
care, says Ganesha, you don't want a 
sulking spouse when you go home. Don't 
cancel any plans; go ahead and enjoy that 
new fi lm.
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NICOLE KIDMAN TO RECEIVE 
INTERNATIONAL STAR AWARD

CONAN O’BRIEN TO 
HOST OSCARS 2025

Actor Nicole Kidman will receive the 
International Star Award at the Palm Springs 
International Film Festival. The honour 
is in recognition of Kidman’s acclaimed 
performance in the Babygirl, for which she won 
the Venice Film Festival’s best actress award.

Emmy Award-winning TV host, writer, 
producer, and comedian Conan O'Brien will be 
the sole host for the 97th Academy Awards 
March 2. Conan will be following in the 
footsteps of fellow comedian Jimmy Kimmel, who 
hosted the Oscars for two consecutive years.
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postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

ARIES  

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

    

Mumbai:  Ac-
tress Manushi 
Chhillar, who was 
last seen in Bade 
Miyan Chote Miyan, 
has shared her check-
list for the week. 

Saturday, the actress took to her 
Instagram, and shared several pictures of herself 
going about her routine, and enjoying life.

In the pictures, she can be seen inside a gym 
doing pilates, getting decked- up 
during her make-up ses- sion, 
enjoying a few drinks, 
and posing next to a 
punching bag.

She wrote in the 
caption, “My week 
checklist, work and 
travel, exercise, 
glam, catching 
up with friends, 
fi nishing my 
painting, revisit-
ing childhood 
memories in 
Delhi”.

Ear-
lier, 
the 

ac-
tress 
credited 
her father and 
doctor Mitra Ba-
su Chhillar for 
his dedication 
that inspired 
her to dream 
of being a 
“clinician” 
when she was 
younger. IANS

Mumbai: Actress Ananya Panday 
has spoken about the importance 
of taking a “step back” and being 
“grateful” in the moment.  

Ananya was talking to content 
creator Ankush Bahuguna on her 
podcast So Positive. The glimpse of 
the chat was uploaded on Instagram. 

In the video Ankush can be heard 
saying: “Biggest fear is that what-
ever I’ve accumulated, how do I 
protect it and how do I like to move 
forward and not lose it. If I ever get 
this lucky again in life, I’ll fi nd such 
a loving audience.”

To which, Ananya added, 
“Stepping back and being grateful 
for how far you’ve come 
is very important and 
you know giving 

yourself a little pat on your…”
Ankush shared that the actress 

just gave him the “solution to deal 
with this”.

“Yeah, I think just because I feel 
that all the time because when a 
good thing is happening to 
you, your fi rst thought is 
like, oh what if it goes 
away? And I think just 
stepping back and kind 
of being grateful in the 
moment and taking it all 
in and realizing how far 
you’ve come. Instead of 
thinking about how far 
you need to go, you’ve 

also come a long way,” 
said Ananya.   IANS

Ananya on importance 
of ‘taking a step back’

Nayanthara-Dhanush 
rift turning ugly

Mumbai: The growing closeness between 
Palak Tiwari and Ibrahim Ali 
Khan has always been a topic 
of discussion among their 
fans. Both have been spotted 
together many times. Howev-
er, they have never publicly 
confi rmed their relation-
ship, but now their latest 

Instagram posts from 
Maldives have add-

ed fuel to the dat-
ing rumours.

Recent-
ly, Palak 

shared 
a cou-

ple of 
pho-
tos 

and 
vid-

eos from 
her Maldives 

vacation and 
now Ibrahim, too has 

shared his Maldives trip 
photos. Although they 
do not feature in each 
other’s posts, but, the 
eagle-eyed follow-
ers observed that the 
photos are taken in a 
similar location. 

Commenting on the uncanny 
similarities, one fan noted, “Palak click-
ing his pictures, wow.” Another chimed in, 
“They aren’t even trying to hide it, lmao.” 

A third fan took it a step further, declar-
ing, “Means it is confi rmed that you 
are dating Palak.”

Rumours of Palak and Ibrahim’s 
relationship started after a movie pre-

miere in 2022 when 
Pal- ak was 

spotted 
with 
Ibra-
him 
and 

his 
friends.

         AGENCIES

A sneak 
peek into 
Manushi’s 

life

Palak, Ibrahim spark 
dating rumours



P3 

downtown
SUNDAY | NOVEMBER 17, 2024 | BHUBANESWAR

GIRL POWER
Artistes perform 

folk dance during 
Path Utsav at 

Bali Yatra in 
Cuttack, Saturday

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, 
Nov 16: Eminent 
ecologist Dr Ra-
man Sukumar 
will grace the 
fourth edition of 
Dharitri Youth 
Conclave, to be 
held November 
24, as the keynote 
speaker. The the-
matic annual conclave 
is set to witness a con-
gregation of experts 
and panellists 
who will de-
bate and 

deliberate on this year’s sub-
ject ‘Climate Change- Build-
ing Resilience’ and suggest 
actions for climate safety.

Dr Sukumar’s work on 
Asian elephants has had a 
profound impact on both 
conservation science and the 
relationship between humans 
and wildlife. His journey began 

in Madras where his early 
experiences sparked a 

lifelong passion for 
environmental 

protection. He 
went on to earn 
his doctorate in 
Ecology from 

the Indian In-
stitute of Sci-
ence, where his 

groundbreaking 
research focused 

on the ecological 
challenges arising 

out of the co-
exis-

tence of elephants and humans. 
As a professor at 

the Centre for Eco-
logical Sciences, 
Dr Sukumar 
has mentored 
generations of 
students and 
researchers, 
shaping the fi eld 
of wildlife conser-
vation in India. 

His accolades include presti-
gious honours such as the Pres-
idential Award of the Chicago 
Zoological Society in 1989, the 
Order of the Golden Ark in 1997, 
Whitley Gold Award in 2003 and 
the International Cosmos Prize 
in 2006, among others. He was 
elected vice chair of the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate 
Change during the recently held 
elections at the United Nations 
Environment Programme 
headquarters in Nairobi. Dr 
Sukumar also chaired the Asian 
Elephant Specialist Group of 
the World Conservation Union 
from 1997 to 2004.

Dr Sukumar’s contribu-
tions go beyond academia, 

with his insights infl u-
encing policy and man-
agement practices for 
elephants and other 
wildlife species. His 
work has been instru-
mental in bridging the 

gap between scientifi c 
research and practical 

conservation efforts.
In an effort to provide a 

safe habitat for elephants, Dr 
Sukumar carried out surveys 
and tried to establish protect-
ed corridors so that elephant 
herds could move from one 
reserve to another. He experi-
mented with various forms of 
fences around village perime-
ters to keep the animals away 
from crops and human habita-
tion. He also helped design the 
Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve, the 
fi rst-of-its-kind in India, which 
was established in 1986. There 
he conducted research on cli-
mate change, tropical forests, 
and wildlife conservation. 

Dharitri Youth Conclave 2024:  Climate Change- Building Resilience

Dr Raman Sukumar’s fi ght for safe elephant habitat
The eminent 
ecologist’s work has 
been instrumental 
in bridging the 
gap between 
scientifi c research 
and practical 
conservation efforts

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, Nov 16: The 
state government Saturday 
extended the tenure of Justice 
(Retd) Chitta Ranjan Dash panel, 
probing the alleged torture of an 
Army offi cer and sexual assault 
of his female friend at Bharatpur 
police station here, by another 
60 days to January 31, 2025.

“In exercise of powers con-
ferred by Section 3 of the Oris-
sa Commission of Inquiry Rules, 
1979, the government extended 
the tenure of the Chitta Ranjan 
Dash Inquiry Commission,” the 
Home department said.

The existing tenure of the 
commission was 60 days and 
scheduled to be completed No-
vember 22.

The incident took place Sep-
tember 15 at Bharatpur police 

station when the Army offi cer 
and his female friend went 
there to lodge a complaint of 
road rage.

Instead of taking the com-
plaint, the police personnel 
allegedly assaulted the Army 
offi cer and molested the woman.

In connection with the inci-
dent, the Odisha Police suspend-
ed fi ve police personnel.

In the wake of a nationwide 
outrage, the state government 
ordered a judicial probe into 
the alleged custodial torture 
of the Army offi cer and sexual 
assault of his female friend, and 
accordingly, the commission 
was set up.

The commission has so far re-
ceived over 500 affi davits, sum-
moned 16 people and recorded 
the statement of the Army offi -
cer and his female friend in the 

case.
Following the incident, the 

state government introduced 
a comprehensive standard op-
erating procedure (SOP) for 
police interaction with defence 
personnel. 

As per the SOP, police offi cers 
must maintain a respectful and 
courteous demeanour when 
dealing with defence personnel. 
It mandates prompt attention to 
their grievances and provision 
of necessary legal and logistic 
support.

The SOP strictly prohib-
its manhandling, assault or 
handcuffi ng of defence per-
sonnel in custody. Police must 
immediately inform the nearest 
Military Station headquarters 
about any arrests, including 
details of offences and custody 
location.

BHARATPUR PANEL
TENURE EXTENDED

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, Nov 16: CPI 
general secretary D Raja Sat-
urday criticised the BJP’s ‘dou-
ble-engine’ theory, saying it has 
brought ‘multiple disasters’ in 
states where the party is in pow-
er, particularly in Uttar Pradesh.

Raja demanded a clarifi ca-
tion from the PM regarding 
the deaths of newborns in UP, 
which he attributed to ‘negli-
gence’ in maintaining hospital 
standards under CM Yogi Adi-
tyanath’s leadership.

At least 10 children died in a 

fi re that engulfed the children’s 
ward of a medical college in UP's 
Jhansi Friday night. 

District Magistrate Avinash 
Kumar said the fi re broke out 
around 10.45pm in the NICU of 
the Maharani Laxmi Bai Med-
ical College possibly due to an 
electrical short circuit.

Expressing deep sorrow 
over the incident, Raja called 
it a ‘shocking’ tragedy and ac-
cused Adityanath of failing to 
provide security to people of 
the state.

He slammed the BJP’s ‘dou-

ble-engine’ government, claim-
ing it results in ‘double trouble’ 
and ‘multiple disasters’ wher-
ever the party governs, citing 
the ongoing crisis in UP as an 
example. The CPI leader fur-
ther called the deaths of the 
newborns an ‘institutional kill-
ing’ and demanded that Aditya-
nath take moral responsibility 
for the tragedy.

Turning his attention to 
Odisha, Raja criticised Modi’s 
economic policies, which he 
said had worsened the nation’s 
fi nancial condition.

Raja slams BJP over UP hosp fi reElderly man injured
in road mishap dies
Bhubaneswar: A 64-year-old man 
who was critically injured after being 
hit by a speeding four-wheeler while 
crossing the road under Infovalley 
police station area here Thursday, 
died during treatment Friday night. 
Signifi cantly, the local police are yet 
to identify the vehicle involved in the 
accident. IIC Infovalley police station, 
Krupasindhu Barad, said the deceased, 
identifi ed as Bauri Bandhu Pattanaik, 
a resident of Gangapada, was on his 
way to buy groceries at around 6:30 pm 
Thursday when the mishap occurred. 
A car driven in the direction of NH 16 
ran over Pattanaik while he was cross-
ing the road near Dumduma. Locals 
took an injured Pattanaik to a private 
hospital in the vicinity. Doctors said he 
had suffered deep injuries on his head, 
chest and legs. He succumbed during 
treatment Friday night, Barad said. 

FOURTH PILLAR: I&PR department Principal Secretary Sanjay Kumar Singh and Director Saroj Kumar Samal at an exhibition to 
mark the state-level celebration of National Press Day, at Soochana Bhawan in Bhubaneswar, Saturday  OP PHOTO
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POST NEWS NETWORK

Cuttack, Nov 16: Bali Yatra 
2024 bears a signifi cant at-
traction for visitors with the 
Indian Navy pavilion featur-
ing 11 distinct and intricately 
designed stalls, each offering a 
unique insight into its diverse 
capabilities. Navy’s presence at 
Bali Yatra refl ects its commit-
ment to preserving the coun-
try’s historic heritage, while 
also emphasising the nation’s 
modern maritime prowess and 
self-reliance.

The thematic stalls span a 
broad spectrum of three-dimen-
sional operations, showcasing 
Navy’s technical advancement 
across various fi elds. Exhibits 
from the Naval Repair Yards 
highlights the self-sustenance 
in technical upkeep, dedicated 
stalls displaying weapons and 
missiles, aviation, indigenisa-
tion, marine commandos and 
diving, naval communication, 
India’s shipbuilding strength 
and Navy’s spirit of adventure. 
These stalls are set up by vari-
ous units, located at Visakhapa-
tnam, under Eastern Naval 
Command of the Indian Navy.

As part of Indian Navy pavil-
ion, team of Naval Offi cer-in- 
Charge (Odisha) has also set 
up two stalls. The fi rst stall 

showcases the longstanding 
maritime connection between 
the Indian Navy and the state 
of Odisha, emphasising shared 
history, achievements, and 

cultural links. Another stall 
serves as a recruitment and 
publicity platform, designed 
to inspire Odisha’s youth to 
join the Navy and be a part of 

its esteemed legacy.
Indian Navy’s band from INS 

Chilka also performed Satur-
day, adding a festive spirit to 
the maritime trade fair.

Indian Navy puts up 11 stalls at Bali Yatra

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 16: In the 
fi rst ever census, the population 
of Indian Bison or Gaur (Gayala 
in Odia) has been estimated at 
659 in Debrigarh Wildlife Sanc-
tuary in Bargarh district.

The census was conduct-
ed recently for assessment 
of their current population 
in the sanctuary, an official 
letter of district forest officer 
(DFO) Hirakud Wildlife Divi-
sion in Sambalpur district to 
the Regional Conservator of 
Forests stated.

The overall population of 
Gaur stood at 659 including 
210 juveniles comprising 30 per 
cent of the total population. The 
Indian Bisons were seen in 52 
herds. The size of the herd var-
ied from eight to 33. Also mas-
sively built and strong bulls 
weighing up to 1500 kg were 
also recorded during Census.

The landscape-wide exercise 
was taken up by direct obser-
vation technique and direct 

count by 53 census units with 
114 team members from 6am 
to 6pm. Census was conducted 
by foot with systematic surveys 
along the forest roads, animal 
trails, water bodies, grasslands 
and meadows. 

The tourism zone in Debri-
garh Wildlife Sanctuary has 
recorded presence of more than 
100 Gaurs in six herds includ-
ing few massively built adult 
bulls. Three herds in the zone 
have more than a dozen Indi-

an-Bison.
Age and sex classifi cation 

could not be ascertained be-
cause of diffi culty in identifying 
the seen animals due to dense 
forested areas and presence of 
tall grasses. 

Gaur, which is the largest and 
tallest wild cattle in the world, 
is a Schedule-1 animal in Wild-
life Protection Act 1972, and 
vulnerable category in IUCN 
Red List. Nearly 85 per cent of 
its world population is in India.

DEBRIGARH WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

Around 659 Indian Bisons 
counted in 1st-ever census

By the virtue of an 
affi davit dt 16.11.24 
before Executive 
Magistrate, 
Bhubaneswar my 
name has changed 
from Sairaj to Reyan 
Mahapatra for all 
purposes.

I, Biranchi Narayan 
Dash, S/o- Late Gour 
Charan Das, resident 
of Mishrapada, Angul 
Town, P.O./P.S./
Dist.- Angul-759122, 
Odisha declare by 
this affi davit No.- 
3904, dated 12th 
November, 2024 that 
now onwards I shall be 
known as BIRANCHI 
NARAYANA DASH for 
all future purposes.

AFFIDAVIT
 CLASSIFIED

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 16: We 
must cultivate love for litera-
ture and festivals which play a 
vital role in promoting books, 
celebrated author Ruskin Bond 
said while addressing the audi-
ence virtually at the 10th Na-
tional Children’s Literary Fes-
tival held at KIIT International 
School here Saturday.

Inspiring young readers to 
embrace the joy of books, Bond 
stressed on the habit of reading.  

The festival, organised by 
KIIT International School and 
Kloud 9, the school’s magazine, 
brought together authors, ac-
tors, and educators to celebrate 
the power of literature. 

The event was inaugurated 
by KIIT and KISS president 
Saswati Bal who commended 
the enthusiasm of the students 
and offi cially declared the fes-
tival open.

Notable guests included in-
ternational curriculum head 
Marc L Coleman, who shared 
his thoughts on how literature 
remains central to education. 
“Education is a journey and not 
a destination. Books, whether fi c-
tion or non-fi ction, are an integral 
part of our heritage,” he said.

Attending the festival for the 
fi rst time, actor Soha Ali Khan 

said that children should read 
books for at least 15 minutes ev-
ery day. “Books are real friends 
of a child. If children read 
more, they get more knowl-
edge and, in turn, they can be 
self-empowered contributing to 
the society” she underscored.

Joining the event, one of 
the best-selling authors Preeti 
Shenoy encouraged students to 
read widely for pleasure. “Read 
for the joy of reading. Read for 
the love of reading. Read more 
books, whether they are best-
sellers or not,” she said, mo-
tivating the young audience 
to explore diverse genres and 
perspectives.

Popular actor Vikrant 
Massey, in a video-recorded 
message congratulated the 
organisers for hosting the fes-
tival. “I hope to meet you all 
again next year,” he said.

KIIT International School 
chairperson Mona Lisa Bal 
and principal Sanjay Suar al-
so addressed the gathering, 
emphasising the importance 
of such platforms in nurturing 
creativity and critical thinking 
among students.

In a signifi cant announce-
ment, the school magazine 
Kloud 9 revealed its transition 
to an all-digital format starting 
December 2024. 

10TH NAT’L CHILDREN’S LITERARY FEST 

Cultivate love for
literature: Bond

Parida inaugurates 
facilities for women
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 16: Depu-
ty Chief Minister Pravati Parida 
inaugurated the newly-installed 
Sanitary Napkin Vending Ma-
chines and Sanitary Napkin 
Disposal Machines at Lok Seva 
Bhawan here Saturday.

The machines have been in-
stalled in strategic locations for 
maximum accessibility, includ-
ing the ladies’ toilet complex 
adjacent to the central lift lob-
by on the second fl oor and the 
ladies’ common room, ensuring 
convenience for employees and 
citizens visiting the premises. 

Parida interacted with female 
employees and listened to their 
grievances. She was accompa-
nied by Development Commis-
sioner-cum-Additional Chief 
Secretary Anu Garg, Housing 
and Urban Development princi-
pal secretary Usha Padhee, and 
Women and Child Development 
principal secretary Shubha 
Sarma. Parida also visited the 
Creche located in the vicinity 
and interacted with the service 
providers and children, taking 
note of the infrastructure and 
operations.  During the interac-
tion, the need for a larger space 
to accommodate more children 
was highlighted.

Ramoji Rao remembered 
on his birth anniversary
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, Nov 16: ‘Odi-
sha Media Parivar,’ an open 
group of media professionals 
from various sectors in the 
state, remembered late Ramoji 
Rao on his birth anniversary 
here Saturday. 

The fraternity offered a token 
of support to meritorious and 
economically weaker students 
of mass communication across 
various universities on the oc-
casion.

“With his immense contri-
bution to media and entertain-
ment sector in India, Ramoji 
Rao will be an inspiration for 
the upcoming generation en-
gaging in this fi eld. Thus, on 
the occasion of his birth anni-
versary we extended a small 
support to some deserving stu-
dents from different universi-
ties in Odisha, helping them to 
buy reference books and study 
materials,” senior journalist 
Nilambar Rath said. 

The support of Odisha Me-
dia Parivar has reached out 
to six students two each from 
Berhampur University, Rama 
Devi Women’s University, and 
Fakir Mohan University, Balas-
ore nominated by the Journal-
ism and Mass Communication 
department of the respective 
institutions. 

On the occasion, the media 
fraternity recalled Ramoji’s 
contributions in the areas of 
journalism, television and fi lm 
production, tourism and hospi-
tality and agro industries and 
fi nance. 

Through starting his ear-
ly ventures from the state of 
Andhra Pradesh in 1969, Ramoji 
expanded his footprints to the 
whole of the country in subse-
quent decades. A harbinger of 
the satellite TV boom in the 
country, Ramoji served large-
ly to the regional news and 
entertainment television. He 
also played an important role 
in growth of television media 
in Odisha. 

JAYANTA K MOHAPATRA

W
riting about Harish Chandra 
Buxipatra is a challenging 
task for me because I fear 
that my admiration of him 

may get in the way of an objective 
analysis of the person that he was. 
My association with Bakshi Babu, 
as I addressed him, dates back to the 
1970s when I met him as a young boy at 
our home in Paralakhemundi. He had 
come to visit my uncle, now 91 years 
old, who was his batch-mate in SKCG 
College in the ‘50s. Subsequently, when 
I moved to Jeypore in 1972 to study in 
Vikram Dev College and later in 1980 
as a Lecturer in the same college, I saw 
him from close quarters and interacted 
with him. The relationship that I built 
with Bakshi Babu in the ‘70s lasted till 
the end. I respect and admire him for 
the value-based life: at no cost would 
he compromise his principles for po-
litical gain even as he maintained high 
self-esteem. 

People remember Buxipatra as a stu-
dent leader, jurist, advocate of social 
justice, and above all, a political activ-
ist. In all of these roles, he proved to be 
the fi nest. Bakshi Babu took up several 
issues that affected the common people 
of Odisha single-mindedly never using 
them as opportunities for personal or 
electoral gain.

Popular among his friends and as-
sociates as Harish, Bakshi Babu was 
born 17 November 1933 in Rayagada, 
Koraput to Sashirekha and Gopinath 
Buxipatra. His political career began 
early as the Vice-President of the stu-
dent union of SKCG College where he 
studied as an undergraduate. Very 
soon, he began to be recognised as an 
up and coming leader of considerable 
worth. By 1955, he led an elaborate 
youth relief and rehabilitation work 
following the Jagatsinghpur fl oods 
and the consequent breach of the em-
bankment. The next year Odisha wit-
nessed struggle on its northern border 
which gave rise to the critical student 
agitation for the preservation of Odia 
language, culture and political iden-
tity. As the student union president 
of Ravenshaw College, Bakshi Babu 
was in the forefront of that agitation. 
Student politics shot him to a level of 
prominence and fame that no other 
contemporary political leader has been 
able to achieve. 

Buxipatra was elected to Odisha Leg-
islative Assembly in 1974 on Utkal Con-
gress ticket.  He became the chief whip 
of the party. Inspired by Jayaprakash 
Narayan’s ideal of total revolution, he ac-
tively participated in the JP Movement 
in the early ‘70s. Bakshi Babu courted 
arrest and spent nineteen months in jail 
during Emergency.

Subsequently, he contested the 1977 
elections and became a cabinet minis-
ter in Nilamani Routray’s government. 
Being in charge of the departments of 
Industries, Mining and Geology, Rural 
Development, and Tourism and Cul-
ture, Buxipatra initiated a number of 
innovative schemes and programmes. 
The establishment of the District In-
dustry Centres during his tenure as 
Industries Minster is a case in point. 
Bakshi Babu’s popularity as a lead-
er even when out of power could be 
gauged from the fact that he was elect-

ed and led several trade unions in the 
state in the ‘80s. His activism remained 
unabated as he single-mindedly strove 
for the alleviation of the living condi-
tions of the working class and the daily 
wage labourers.  He raised his voiced 
against the unjustifi ed control of non-
Odia elements in southern districts of 
Odisha. In 1990, he returned to serve in 
the cabinet of Biju Patnaik when the 
Janata Dal returned to power. 

The year 1994 saw Harish Buxipa-
tra taking up the cause of separated 
Odia speaking people both within and 
outside Odisha. The session of Utkal 
Sammilani in Rayagada in the same 
year was memorable in contempo-
rary Odia history for its remarkable 
congregation and the renewed objec-
tive of unifying Odia-speaking peo-
ple. Buxipatra became the president 
of Utkal Sammilani after Radhanath 
Rath.  During this period, he picked 
up an old thread from his early polit-
ical career: he demanded the merger 
of Odia speaking tracts into the fold 
of the state at a time when the State 
Reorganisation Committee was deter-
mining the formation of Jharkhand. 
Under the leadership of Buxipatra, a 
team from the Utkal Sammilani went 
to Delhi and met the Prime Minister, 
the Home Minister and other minis-
ters, and MPs to place this long-ne-
glected but legitimate demand of the 

state. When he realised that the Centre 
was unwilling to co-operate in the mat-
ter, he returned to Odisha, mobilised 
all political parties and people to or-
ganise the historic Odisha Bandh of 
August 11, 2000. Sadly, he did not live 
long to sustain the campaign and take 
it forward.

Buxipatra is also known for his liter-
ary involvement. He wrote articles in 
newspapers on the state of the world. He 
is the founder-editor of the fortnightly 
newspaper Lokaneeti. Speaking up for 
the underprivileged was his mantra and 
he lived by it until he breathed his last 
October 27, 2000. Bakshi Babu is no more 
with us but his dedicated work for the 
Odias is remembered fondly by Odias all 
over the world. 

Buxipatra’s legacy extends far be-
yond his accomplishments. As a men-
tor, leader, and change-maker, Buxipa-
tra has left a lasting impact. His jour-
ney reminds us that true fulfi lment lies 
in serving others and striving for ex-
cellence. He would have turned 91 this 
year, but his absence is to some extent 
compensated by the lectures that the 
memorial committee organises every 
year with sincerity. Bakshi Babu was 
a man of supreme value, and a ‘Bhoomi 
Putra’ in the true sense of the term.

 The writer is a former 
Vice-Chancellor of 

Berhampur University.

A LIFE OF INTEGRITY, SERVICE & SELF-ESTEEM

HARISH CHANDRA BUXIPATRA

40 AIRCRAFT, 25 WARSHIPS IN NAVY’S ‘OP DEMO’ 
Bhubaneswar: Indian Navy’s operational demonstration, set to take place at Blue Flag Beach in Puri December 
4, will feature 40 aircraft, including MiG-29Ks and LCAs, as well as 25 warships, showcasing the Navy’s maritime 
strength and operational capabilities, offi cials said Saturday.  The event, which will include impressive parades, 
will be attended by President Droupadi Murmu, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, Governor Raghubar Das, Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi, and senior Indian Navy offi cials. At a high-level meeting here Saturday, Odisha 
DGP YB Khurania instructed senior police offi cers to ensure the event is organised smoothly, stressing the need 
for cooperation between the state government, local administration, and the Navy. 

Special policy for road construction
Bhubaneswar: The state government is planning to formulate a special 
policy for road construction that will enhance traffi c management and 
address construction-related challenges. During a review meeting chaired 
by Works Minister Prithiviraj Harichandan Saturday, the status of various 
roads in the state was discussed. A comprehensive database was prepared 
at the meeting. According to offi cial sources, a roadmap was outlined to 
address traffi c problems, taking into consideration the construction of new 
roads, repair of existing roads, construction of bridges, and the acquisition 
of private and forest land for development. Harichandan emphasised the 
need for a dedicated policy on road construction, citing frequent issues 
arising from a lack of coordination during road construction and repair 
projects. He stated that this policy would aim to address these challenges 
while planning for the state's road infrastructure needs over the next 50 
years. The meeting explored innovative approaches, such as using waste 
materials like plastic in road construction, minimizing the use of raw 
materials, and creating a special corpus fund for maintaining construction 
quality and durability.The Minister also highlighted recurring problems 
where various organizations dig up roads without government permission 
for laying cables, constructing drains, or installing sewers. 
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Berhampur, Nov 16: To at-
tract more tourists to Ganjam’s 
scenic destinations, the district 
administration had introduced 
the ‘Ganjam Darshan’ bus ser-
vice, assigning its operations to 
the Berhampur Development 
Authority (BeDA). However, 
the project failed to roll out as 
anticipated and the brand new 
buses have been gathering dust 
at the City Bus Depot in Haladi-
apadar near Berhampur.

Initially launched with much 
fanfare, the service faced a sig-
nifi cant setback due to high 
ticket prices, which led to a de-
cline in passenger numbers and 
ultimately rendered the project 

unsuccessful. As a result, the 
buses have been left unused for 
an extended period, exposed to 
weather conditions at the Be-
DA offi ce premises. Moreover, 
the BeDA and the district ad-
ministration took no measure 
to reuse the buses by reviving 
the service.

The ‘Ganjam Darshan’ bus 
service was inaugurated by for-
mer Chief Minister Naveen Pat-
naik December 12, 2022, with an 
aim of showcasing key destina-
tions across the district to the 
tourists. The itinerary includ-
ed stops at scenic and cultural 
tourist sites, with provisions 
for refreshments and lunch 
along the way.  

The bus service started oper-
ations a few days after the in-
auguration and the fi rst batch 
of tourists were from Sraddha 
Sanjeevani Ashram. Departing 
from Ramalingeswara Park at 
7am in the morning, the bus 
visited popular locations like 
the Tara Tarini temple shrine 
before taking a halt at the Puru-
shottampur Dak Bungalow for 
breakfast. 

Later, the bus took the tour-
ists to Jaugarh, Nirmaljhar and 

stopped at Bateswar for lunch. 
The bus then left for Potagarh, 
Tampara lake and reached Go-
palpur beach by evening where 
the tourists were served snacks 
before returning to Ramalin-
geswara Park in Berhampur by 
6.45pm. The bus used to cover 
165 kilometres for a ticket price 
of `950.

However, with rising fares 
from time to time, tourists ex-
pressed dissatisfaction, prompt-
ing the administration to add 
additional sites such as Biran-
chi Narayan temple at Buguda, 
Buddhakhol, Marada, Sarana 
Srikhetra, Singhasini, Tap-
tapani, Ujjaleswar, Ghodahada 
dam, Maa Bala Kumari temple, 
Pati Sunapur and the Mahuri 
Kalua temple to the itinerary. 

Unfortunately, this expan-
sion failed to revive the popu-
larity of the tourist bus service. 
The vehicles, now parked at the 
BeDA offi ce, show visible signs 
of deterioration, including dam-
aged tyres and peeling paint.

In addition to the ‘Ganjam 
Darshan’ buses, four buses 
were also introduced for trips 
to the hilltop Tara Tarini tem-
ple. These buses are also out of 
service now, gathering dust at 
the depot — a clear indication 
of the district administration’s 
planning failure.

When contacted, Ramesh 
Hansda, secretary of BeDA said 
there are plans to reintroduce 
the bus service by fl oating a 
tender. Moreover, efforts are on 
to make the project successful, 
he added. 

‘Ganjam Darshan’ falters as
buses gather dust at depot

‘Ganjam Darshan’ bus 
service was inaugurated 
by former Chief Minister 

Naveen Patnaik 
December 12, 2022, with 

an aim of showcasing key 
destinations across the 
district to the tourists

RAJESH MOHANTY, OP

Rourkela, Nov 16: Concerned 
denizens are urging the trans-
fer of Rourkela Airport land 
from SAIL Rourkela Steel Plant 
(RSP) to the Airports Authority 
of India (AAI), citing the move 
as essential for the Steel City’s 
growth prospects.

Local MP and Union Minister 
Jual Oram recently convened 
meetings with offi cials from the 
state government and RSP to fa-
cilitate the smooth transfer of 
the land. Reports indicate that 
RSP has agreed to transfer the 
land without delay, as the plant 
incurs signifi cant annual costs 
maintaining the airport.

“This transfer will undoubt-
edly boost tourism across Sund-
argarh district,” said historian 

Prabhat Mallick. “It is crucial 
for the city’s development, and 
I hope it happens soon.”

Currently, the land is owned 
by RSP,   limiting AAI’s ability 
to undertake essential develop-
ment projects. The airport,   op-
erating under the UDAN (Ude 
Desh ka Aam Naagrik) scheme, 
lacks critical infrastructure 
such as instrument landing sys-
tem (ILS) which allows fl ights 
to land at night. 

Additionally, the runway 
cannot accommodate larger 
aircraft, restricting the poten-
tial for expanded air services. 
Currently, a 72-seater ATR op-
erates from the airport irregu-
larly but enjoys strong demand 
from travelers.

An NIT professor, speaking 
anonymously, highlighted the 

broader implications. “NIT is 
losing revenue as international 
students and high-quality visit-
ing faculty are deterred by the 
lack of proper air connectiv-
ity. This affects our ability to 
secure projects and align with 
the government’s vision of be-
coming self-suffi cient.”

Industrialists also echoed the 
need for better infrastructure. 
“Proper air connectivity will 
encourage more industries to 
set up here. Time is money, and 
good connectivity saves time,” 
said a local entrepreneur.

Citizens have petitioned 
Union Civil Aviation Minister 
Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu, 
urging action to expedite the 
land transfer and unlock the 
region’s economic and devel-
opmental potential.

PNN & AGENCIES

Bargarh/New Delhi, Nov 
16: With Samyukt Kisan Mor-
cha (SKM) extending support, 
a massive struggle by Bargarh 
farmers against the privatisa-
tion of electricity distribution 
has gathered steam. 

As part of their protest, the 
farmers in Bargarh and sur-
rounding districts of western Odi-
sha are boycotting prepaid smart 
meters installed by the discom. 

SKM said prepaid smart 
meters were being installed 
against the agreement made by 
the Narendra Modi government 
December 9, 2020, under which 
a discussion was to be held with 
SKM before the enactment of the 
Electricity Privatisation Bill.

SKM has demanded 300 units 
of free electricity per month to 
the families engaged in farm-
ing, it said in a statement.

More than 15,000 farmers 
from Bargarh district protest-
ed against the smart metres 
and voluntarily removed them 
from their homes and farms and 
piled them up in the offi ce of the 
distribution company in Padam-
pur and other blocks, SKM said.

SKM strongly condemns the 
suppression of the peaceful 
movement of farmers against 
privatisation of the power sec-

tor by the BJP government of 
Odisha led by Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi. The BJP 
that has come to power for the 
fi rst time in Odisha has adopted 
a repressive approach towards 
this movement, it said.

SKM also said farmer leader 
Ramesh Mohapatra was called 
a habitual offender in an offi -
cial notice.

It should be noted that the on-
ly FIRs registered against him 
by the police are in the cases of 
farmers voluntarily boycotting 
smart meters, the SKM said. A 
petition has been fi led in the 
Orissa High Court to get the no-
tice quashed, it said.

The court has issued notice 
to the state government. Bar-
garh District Bar Association 
and Orissa High Court Bar As-
sociation are supporting the 
farmers’ movement. SKM said 
the privatisation of electricity 
has become another tool to ex-
ploit the farmers and the public 
in general.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Baripada, Nov 16: The author-
ities of Similipal Tiger Reserve 
(STR) in Mayurbhanj district 
Saturday said that three-year-
old tigress ‘Zeenat’ brought 
from Maharashtra, is in good 
health and made her fi rst prey 
inside the soft enclosure.

The tigress made its fi rst 
kill, a wild pig, inside the soft 
release enclosure. After feeding 
it took water and is resting. It 
is in good health, a senior STR 
offi cial said Saturday.

A special team of Odisha’s 
Forest department, comprising 
a veterinarian, a range offi cer, 
and an assistant conservator of 
forests, had gone to Maharash-
tra to bring the tigress.

Earlier October 27, another 
tigress ‘Jamuna’ was brought 
to Similipal with the approval 
of the National Tiger Conser-
vation Authority (NTCA). It 
was kept in quarantine before 
being released into the wild 
recently.

The Forest department is 
planning to bring six tigers 
from central India to supple-
ment the big cat population in 
STR, which now has 27 tigers 
and 12 cubs, offi cials said. 

The tigers are being brought 
under the big cat supplementa-
tion project to introduce a new 
gene pool to the population at 
Similipal, they said.

Farmers’ smart meter 
boycott gathers steam

Tigress ‘Zeenat’ in good
health: STR authorities

POST NEWS NETWORK

Deogarh, Nov 16: Tension ran 
high after villagers detained a 
forester by tying him to a tree 
late Friday night over the 
failure of Forest personnel in 
driving away elephants, which 
destroyed crops at Bhejikudar 
village under Kundheigola po-
lice limits in Deogarh district.

The forester was identifi ed as 
Chhabila Behera of Nuadihi for-
est section under Riamal forest 
range in the district. Behera had 
gone to the area to drive away 
the elephants when villagers 

caught and tied him to a tree 
with a napkin.  

On being informed, Riamal 

forest ranger Niranjan Dharua 
and Assistant Conservator of 
Forests (ACF) Arun Kumar 
Behera rushed to the spot and 
released the forester from 
detention after holding talks 
with the villagers. However, no 
complaint has been fi led by the 
Forest department in the police 
station. 

Behera was accused by the 
people of negligence in duty, ob-
jectionable behaviour, and fail-
ure to stop the elephants from 
straying into the farmlands and 
villages. The area is hit by el-
ephant menace for the last few 

months. The loss of livelihood 
has hit the farmers hard and left 
them frustrated. 

Villagers alleged that Behe-
ra, posted in the area for over 
two years, always showed a 
dismissive attitude toward their 
concerns. They had repeatedly 
demanded his transfer. Their 
anger and resentment fl ared up 
when Forest personnel failed in 
driving away a 10-member herd 
of elephant destroying crops on 
the farmlands, Friday night. 

Later, they detained Behera 
and tied him to a tree as a form 
of protest. 

Irked by jumbo menace, villagers tie forester to tree

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rajnagar, Nov 16: Habalikhati 
beach, a famous tourist site with-
in Gahirmatha marine sanctuary 
in Kendrapara district, reopened 
for tourists Saturday after re-
maining closed for 24 days after 
cyclonic storm ‘Dana’ made its 
landfall in the area October 24.

The cy-
clonic storm 
caused sig-
nifi cant 
damage to 
the tourist 
facilities in 
the area. Dol-
phin Houses 
and cottages 
for tourists 
suffered ex-

tensive damage with its pillars 
sinking approximately fi ve feet 
into the sand. Moreover, win-
dows, doors, water tanks, and 
toilets were also damaged by the 
cyclone’s impact.

As a safety measure, the Forest de-
partment closed down the tourist site 
from October 23. After 24 days of re-
covery efforts, Habalikhati reopened 
for visitors Saturday. All accommo-
dations in the island, including four 
Dolphin Houses and fi ve tent houses, 
were fully booked on the fi rst day of 
reopening. 

Habalikhati features a serene and 
isolated beach stretching from Eka-
kula to Satabhaya. Accessible via a 
two-and-a-half-hour boat ride from 
Gupti, visitors must then trek ap-
proximately 2kms from Habalikhati 
jetty to reach the guesthouse area.

Dana-hit Habalikhati
reopens after 24 days

Denizens push for Rourkela
airport land transfer to AAI

Dhenkanal: Rajashree Nayak, 
the chairperson of Dhenkanal 
Sadar block, lost her position after 
losing a no-confi dence vote held 
in the block offi ce meeting hall 
Saturday. Out of the total votes, 44 
were in favor of the no-confi dence 
motion, while 17 were against it 
and one vote was declared invalid. 
This result has paved the way 
for an election to appoint a new 
block chairperson soon. In the 
interim period, Vice-Chairperson 
Kalandi Barik will assume the 
responsibilities of the chairperson. 
As per protocol, several 
dignitaries including Dhenkanal 
MLA Krushna Chandra Patra were 
present during voting.

Keonjhar: A 45-year-old woman 
sustained severe injuries and 
was admitted to the District 
Headquarters Hospital (DHH) after 
being attacked by a wild elephant in 
Banspal block of Keonjhar district. 
The incident took place Friday 
when the woman, identifi ed as 
Pabani Senapati of Sankarei village 
under Kanjipani beat of Bhuyan 
Juanga Pirha range, was returning 
from farmland. A tusker suddenly 
attacked her near the village and she 
sustained severe injuries on her leg. 
She, however, managed to escape. 
Later the villagers rescued and took 
her to Keonjhar DHH for treatment. 
After getting the information, Forest 
offi cials rushed to the medical and 
extended their aid for treatment.

Woman critical
in tusker attack

Block chairperson
loses trust vote



A
s the dust settles af-
ter one of the most 
turbulent presi-
dential elections in 

American history, many are 
questioning whether Pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump 
will deliver on his economic 
agenda and – assuming he fol-
lows through on his campaign 
promises – what impact his 
policies will have on the United 
States and the rest of the world.

On the campaign trail, 
Trump repeatedly pledged to 
create manufacturing jobs by 
imposing a 10 per cent tariff 
on all imports and up to 60 
per cent on Chinese goods. 
He also vowed to punish 
American companies that 
produce goods overseas, de-
port millions of undocument-
ed immigrants, and make it 
harder for migrants to enter 
the country and compete 
with American workers.

At fi rst glance, Trump’s 
vision of a “manufacturing 
renaissance” may seem ap-
pealing. Given the election’s 
outcome, it has clearly reso-
nated with voters. Financial 
markets also reacted posi-
tively: after the election was 
called, the dollar rose against 
most major currencies, and 
the S&P 500 recorded its larg-
est weekly gain in a year.

But the reality is not as rosy 
as it may seem. The stock-mar-
ket rally is primarily driven 
by expectations of signifi cant 
tax cuts and deregulation. 
Plans to raise taxes on the 
super-rich and large corpora-
tions – a centerpiece of Vice 
President Kamala Harris’ 
campaign – will be shelved, at 
least for now.

When it comes to Trump’s 
plans to restrict the fl ow of 
goods and people, experts 
remain far less optimistic. 
A recent Peterson Institute 
paper by Kimberly Clausing 
and Mary Lovely examines 
the potential consequences 

of Trump’s proposed trade 
barriers, warning that his im-
port tariffs will lead to higher 
prices, with the burden falling 
disproportionately on low- and 
middle-income households.

To be sure, some may argue 
that Trump’s tariffs will not 
result in sustained infl ation, 
just a one-time price spike. Ac-
cording to this view, the long-
term benefi ts would outweigh 
the short-term costs.

But there is reason to be-
lieve that instead of delivering 
lasting economic gains, the 
trade policies Trump favours 
would cause serious damage. 
This is because, although con-
sumers would undoubtedly 
shoulder much of the burden, 
they are only part of the sto-
ry. A tariff wall around the US 
would raise costs for domestic 
producers – an outcome that 
would hardly come as a shock 
to anyone but Trump.

The fundamental fl aw in 
Trump’s tariff plan is that do-
mestic producers rely heavily 
on imported inputs. Consider 
steel: the US, the world’s larg-

est steel importer, sources its 
supplies from 80 countries, 
including Brazil, Canada, 
Mexico, and China. A sharp 
increase in steel tariffs 
would thus drive up the cost 
of American-made products, 
erode the country’s econom-
ic competitiveness, and ulti-
mately undermine Trump’s 
stated goal of bringing back 
manufacturing jobs.

Trump’s plan to limit the 
use of foreign labour would 
exacerbate the problem. India, 
for example, has been one of 
the largest providers of labour 
to the US since India’s 1991 
economic reforms. Over the 
past three decades, outsourc-
ing has been a boon for both 
India and the US, as the digital 
revolution enabled American 
companies to take advantage 
of India’s lower labour costs.

Restricting outsourcing in 
the name of protecting Amer-
ican workers will not only 
hurt India’s economy but also 
increase production costs in 
the US. In addition to reduced 
competitiveness, Trump’s 

proposed restrictions could 
have far-reaching geopoliti-
cal consequences, potentially 
undermining three decades of 
US diplomatic efforts to forge 
closer security ties with India.

Moreover, restricting access 
to cheap foreign labour would 
enable other countries, espe-
cially China, to outcompete 
American fi rms in the prod-
uct market. As the US increas-
ingly isolates itself, China is 
busy expanding its foothold in 
Africa, Asia, and Latin Amer-
ica. Its growing presence in 
these regions could open new 
avenues for production and 
sourcing, boosting Chinese 
productivity and enhancing 
its geopolitical clout.

While the debate about out-
sourcing in the US is often 
framed as a simple confl ict 
between American and for-
eign workers, what is often 
overlooked is that outsourcing 
pushes up corporate profi ts. 
The solution lies not in re-
stricting access to lower-cost 
overseas labour but in using 
taxation to redistribute some 
of the gains from the rich to 
the poor, ensuring that the 
benefi ts of global trade are 
shared more equitably.

In most democracies, the 
primary concern following 
an election is that the win-
ners will fail to deliver on 
their campaign promises. The 
2024 US presidential election 
is one of those rare instances 
where there is palpable fear 
– in America and around the 
world – that the winner will 
actually follow through.

The writer, a former 
Chief Economist of the 
World Bank and Chief 

Economic Adviser to the 
Government of India, is 

Professor of Economics at 
Cornell University and a 

non-resident senior 
fellow at the Brookings 
Institution. ©PROJECT SYNDICATE 

If I have a dispute with you, I can solve it in one of three ways. One 
is by talking (‘negotiation’). We engage, on the assumption that 
both sides are rational and though both are looking out for their 

self-interest, a compromise is possible. The second way is having a 
third party mediate between us (‘arbitration’) and we fi nd someone 
that both trust and then accept their solution. The third way is through 
force (‘war’) and one of us compels the other to accept the imposed 
solution. There is no fourth way.

India does not want to tour Pakistan to play in a tournament next 
year. A report said that “the Pakistan Cricket Board has received an 
email from the ICC, stating that the BCCI has informed them that 
their team will not travel to Pakistan for the ICC Champions Trophy 
2025.” This is consistent with the position that we have had for sev-
eral years. In fact, if one is getting it right, even under the previous 
government India had stopped touring Pakistan or inviting it over 
to play. The reason, sometimes stated and sometimes not, is that till 
cross-border terror stops we will not ‘talk’ to Pakistan diplomatically 
and by extension not engage with it culturally.

I have little interest in cricket these days, don’t know who our cap-
tain is and cannot identify half the test team. I do not particularly care 
if our team goes and plays or sits it out and loses points. The reason 
I am writing this is to rationally examine the government’s position 
that we will not engage with the enemy.

As my twitter friend Dr Ajay Kamath pointed out, this position 
did not apply to India’s tennis players going to Islamabad earlier this 
year to play (and win) against Pakistan in the Davis Cup. It also did 
not apply to our Foreign Minister going to Islamabad last month to 
participate in the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation. Jaishankar’s open-
ing words, according to our Ministry 
of External Affair’s website, were: “At 
the outset, let me congratulate Pakistan 
for its Presidency of the SCO Council 
of Heads of Government this year. In-
dia has extended its full support for a 
successful Presidency.”

The Davis Cup and the SCO are 
multilateral (more than two nations 
involved) events. So is the ICC Cham-
pions Trophy. Why will we not go over 
to play cricket when we are willing to 
go over and play tennis? If we are ex-
tending “full support” to Pakistan in 
one realm, as serious as the SCO, why 
are we not doing so in another, more 
frivolous, one?

The answer is not to be found in the 
realm of logic or reason. The fact is that 
India’s government has elevated crick-
et, which when examined without emo-
tion is about adult men hitting a ball 
with a stick and then chasing after it, 
into something it is not. Cricket is not 
the repository of national honour and 
playing, or not playing, and winning or 
losing on its fi elds does not affect the ex-
ternal world. Not playing cricket with 
the enemy defi nitely does not address 
our problems, which can be solved by one of only three ways as ex-
plained above. There is no fourth way and doing katti with the rival, 
as children do in our schools, is not one an effective or meaningful 
response. It is not a mature one either and, as many of you already 
know, it is aimed at Indians (‘we took a tough stand by not playing’) 
rather than at the other side.

Boycotting the Champions Trophy will not tackle the issue we have 
with Pakistan.

India’s relations with Pakistan have reached a strange impasse over 
the years where we are unwilling to use the fi rst two options, talking 
and arbitration, and cannot use the third option after both sides wea-
ponised their nuclear programmes a quarter century ago. 

Has the nature of the problem changed during this time? Let’s look 
at the data. In 2001, the most violent year in Kashmir’s history, total 
fatalities were over 4000 including over 600 security forces and over 
2000 militants. After that year, violence fell each year going under 
3000 fatalities in 2002, then 2000 in 2003, then under 1000 in 2007. For 
the last four years before the Modi government took offi ce, fatalities 
were under 200 each year. They have risen since particularly after 
the events of 2019 and the gutting of Article 370 but not to the levels 
of two decades ago. The Line of Control has been fenced, and it has 
become diffi cult for locals to exfi ltrate and receive training, according 
to security offi cials that I have spoken to in the past. Those who fi ght 
and die are usually locals.

Outside of Kashmir, violence linked to Pakistan is absent. Is there 
still a problem? Perhaps there is. Our government is defi nitely saying 
it is. If so, this requires us to use one of the three tools available to us 
to resolve it. This is especially so if, as this government is signalling to 
us, the issue is serious. Then it is incumbent on the government to deal 
with it in serious fashion. This it is not doing though it is pretending 
to, as the Champions Trophy matter shows.
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Cricket Nationalism

SPECTRUM INEQUALITY

Why economists abandon the poor

Preventable scourge 

Sir, Every second child in India suffers sexual as-
sault.  Approximately every fi fteen minutes a child 
is molested, or raped, in the country. According to 
the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), more 
than 50,000 cases of crime against children fell under 
the ambit of the Protection of Children from Sexual 
Offences Act (POCSO). Sexual assault, sexual harass-
ment and collection, and distribution, of pornography 
are common sexual offences covered under the POC-
SO, 2012. The 2012 POCSO was a strengthened law, 
different from the earlier one. The ordeal of having 
to bear the indelible scars of abuse lifelong can be 
crippling. Emotional upheaval and stunted growth, 
in due course, are known after-effects. Community 
participation in educating the child about “safe” and 
“unsafe” touch is an important factor that can control 
the preventable scourge.

Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA (MAHARASHTRA)

When we have passed beyond 
knowings, then we shall have 
Knowledge.”
 
 SRI AUROBINDO

   THIS DAY IN HISTORY
1858: The start of Modifi ed Julian Date. Mostly used by astronomers and 
astrophysicists, the Modifi ed Julian Date (MJD) is a dating method that 
is defi ned by subtracting 2,400,000.5 days from the current Julian date 
(JD), which is calculated by counting the number of days past since Noon 
January 1, 4713 B.C.E. The MJD gives the number of days past Midnight 
November 17, 1858. MJD was fi rst used in 1957 by scientists at the 
Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory to track satellites.

1869: Construction on Suez Canal fi nished. The 120 miles (193 kms) long 
artifi cial waterway connecting the Red Sea and the Mediterranean Sea 
took 10 years to be built and was opened to ships. The canal connected 
Europe to Asia without ships having to go all the way around Africa.

WISDOM CORNER
The discovery of truth is prevented more effectively, not by 
the false appearance things present and which mislead into 
error, not directly by weakness of the reasoning powers, but 
by preconceived opinion, by prejudice.  

 ARTHUR SCHOPENHAUER

He who would learn to fl y one day must fi rst learn to stand and 
walk and run and climb and dance; one cannot fl y into fl ying. 
 FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE

Who are we? We fi nd that we live on an insignifi cant planet of 
a humdrum star lost in a galaxy tucked away in some forgot-
ten corner of a universe in which there are far more galaxies 
than people.
 CARL SAGAN

WHEN TRUMP WALKS THE TALK
FOCUS FOREIGN TRADE

Prof. Meghnad Desai, the 
well-known economist, 
has made an insightful 

observation that economics 
as a subject lost its concern 
for the poor somewhere along 
the way in his recent book 
titled‘The Poverty of Polit-
ical Economy: How Econo-
mists Abandoned The Poor’. 
It has been pointed out that 
the Smithian concern for the 
greater good was lost long 
back during David Ricardo’s 
works where the value of a 
good was determined by pro-
duction and not by exchange. 
It was during this time that 
economics started losing its 
concern for the poor. 

Desai referred to a Cam-
bridge economist, Prof. Ar-
thur C. Pigou, who, according 
to him, was the fi rst to be wor-
ried about inequality and wast-
age that capitalism brought 
about. Desai has aptly called 
to promote a more humane 
economy. His reference for a 
basic income for all and ideas 
on how to make it feasible are 
greatly relevant today. Though 
some economists oppose uni-
versal basic income primarily 
due to fi scal constraints and 
also people losing the incen-
tive to work, these are not 
judicious arguments. 

In India, it has been pointed 
out by several economists that 
the pro-rich and pro-urban pol-
icies followed by the ruling 
dispensation are meant to 
better the conditions of the 
upper echelons of society. 
Projects and programmes are 
taken that greatly make life 
easy for the rich and the up-
per middle class. Whether it 
is education and health, this 
section prospers because they 
can pay and get the best facil-
ities while the vulnerable and 
marginalised communities 
suffer for an existence. 

The role of the private sec-
tor in India is quite deplor-
able as its welfare activities 
are quite limited compared 
to the Western world. More-
over, workplace exploitation, 
extended working hours and 
other inhuman activities in 
the private sector have put 
an obstacle on employment 
generation. In recent years, 
private business has entered 
that health sector in a big 
way as this is the  best ave-
nue of reaping profits with-
out much hassles.     

The same is the case in the 
education sector where big 
institutions of business hous-
es are set up with very high 
annual fees that only the rich 

and the upper middle class can 
afford. Though educational 
standards are commendable, 
this education is limited to a 
very small segment of society. 
There is no place for the poor 
in either getting access to ed-
ucation or health facilities in 
private centres.  

In recent years, one may 
mention the observation of 
Sam Pitroda who had vouched 
for the need for an inheritance 
tax that is prevalent in the US 
and many other countries. In 
the US, more than half of the 
wealth of the rich gets trans-
ferred to the government after 
their death. Many economists 
and institutions like Oxfam 
had vouched for implementa-
tion of such a law in India. Can 
the government not bring an 
inheritance tax law whereby 
say around 20-23% is trans-
ferred to the government for 
welfare of the poor and the 
oppressed sections? 

There is thus enough rea-
son to fi nd justifi cation in 
Meghnad Desai’s observation 
of economists and planners 
having forgotten their con-
cern for the poor. And this is 
very much manifest in India 
where resources are a huge 
constraint to development and 
such steps could augment the 

government’s funds to trans-
form the rural sector and the 
living conditions of the lower 
echelons of society.    

The concentration of power 
and wealth in the hands of the 
business class and their sub-
sequent funding of elections 
have made them an import-
ant class who dictate terms to 
most political leaders of the 
country. Their craving for 
more wealth and neglect of the 
vulnerable sections is a part of 
the country’s political culture. 
There is absolutely no one to 
listen to the poor, to the lower 
castes and the economically 
weaker sections. They do not 
have any rights in society and 
the government machinery is 
not interested in looking after 
their problems. It is indeed 
distressing to note that the 
lack of proper governance as 
also the fact that bureaucrats 
come mostly from the upper 
classes make them immune 
to grassroots problems and 
neglect of the marginalised. 

Will the condition not im-
prove in coming years? Even 
the most optimist will agree 
that though theoretically the 
answer may be posible, in re-
ality this may not be possible. 

 
INFA

In most democracies, the primary concern 
following an election is that the winners will 
fail to deliver on their campaign promises. 
The 2024 US presidential election is one of 

those rare instances where there is palpable 
fear – in America and around the world – that 

the winner will actually follow through

AS THE US 
INCREASINGLY 

ISOLATES 
ITSELF, CHINA 

IS BUSY 
EXPANDING ITS 

FOOTHOLD IN 
AFRICA, ASIA, 

AND LATIN 
AMERICA 

Kaushik Basu

THOUGH SOME 
ECONOMISTS 

OPPOSE 
UNIVERSAL 

BASIC INCOME 
PRIMARILY 

DUE TO FISCAL 
CONSTRAINTS, 

AND ALSO PEOPLE 
LOSING THE 

INCENTIVE TO 
WORK, THESE ARE 

NOT JUDICIOUS 
ARGUMENTS 

Dhurjati Mukherjee

Retrograde step 

Sir, Bangladesh’s AG has called for the removal of the words 
“socialism” and “secularism” from its Constitution. The AG’s 
assertion that socialism and secularism do not refl ect the real-
ities of a nation where 90% of the population is Muslim has to 
be taken with a fi stful of salt. Minus secularism in particular, 
the nation will relapse into a Muslim state that will have more 
than its share of fundamentalists and become a breeding ground 
for terrorists and self-proclaimed defenders of the faith, as has 
happened in the past. The need of the hour is to restore stability 
and bring the economy and administration back on track. The 
AG’s hurry to bin secularism is worrisome and is a sign that the 
troubled state is cosying up to Pakistan with which, despite the 
catastrophic events of the 1971 war, it shares a common religious 
thread. To ditch secularism will be a retrograde step, a step that 
will only go to buttress the fact that Bangladesh has elected to 
go the Pakistan way, knowing full well that Pakistan has not 
covered itself in glory by branding itself an Islamic country.  

Avinash Godboley, DEWAS (MADHYA PRADESH)

The Davis Cup 
and the SCO 

are multilateral 
(more than two 

nations involved) 
events. So is the 

ICC Champions 
Trophy. Why will 

we not go over to 
play cricket when 

we are willing to 
go over and play 

tennis? 

Aakar Patel



INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Srinagar, Nov 16: Higher reach-
es of Kashmir valley received 
light snowfall Saturday as the 
plains witnessed light rain.

MET department offi cials 
said that further precipitation 
is likely to occur in Jammu & 
Kashmir during the next 48 
hours due to a weak Western 
Disturbance presently passing 
over J&K.

Tourist resorts of Sonamarg, 
Gulmarg and Pahalgam re-
ceived fresh snowfall Saturday 
as the mountain peaks around 
the valley were clad in a thin 
white blanket in the morning.

Tourists in Gulmarg were 
thrilled to witness the snowfall, 
some of the young ones said that 
this was the fi rst snowfall they 
had ever since physically.

“Snowfall in movies was all I 
saw till today. When I woke up 
in the morning, small fl akes of 
whirling snow were coming 

down from the sky. It was an 
unforgettable experience,” said 
Satish, 18, belonging to Delhi 
and presently on vacation with 
his family in Gulmarg ski resort.

The minimum temperature 
in Srinagar city was 4.6 degrees 
Celsius Saturday while it was 
minus 0.5 and 0.3 in Gulmarg 
and Pahalgam respectively.

Jammu city had 13, Katra 
11.6, Batote 7.1, Banihal 4.6 and 
Bhaderwah 4.3 as the minimum 
temperature Saturday.

MET offi cials said that due to 
cloud cover, the night tempera-
tures would improve in the val-
ley while the day temperatures 
are expected to drop during the 
next 48 hours. Kashmir valley is 
already bracing up for a bitter 
winter as the cold has started a 
little earlier than usual this year.

The kind of heavy wool-
len clothes and thick tweed 
over-garment called the ‘Pher-
an’ are seen more and more in 
use by the locals these days.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Sabarimala, Nov 16: The fi rst day 
of the two-month-long festival sea-
son at the famed Sabarimala temple 
opened in the wee hours of Saturday, 
with pilgrims thronging the temple 
for darshan of Lord Ayyappa. 

The temple doors were opened 
at 3 am by Arun Nampoothiri, the 
chief priest of the temple who has 
taken charge of the temple for the 
next one year.

The maximum numbers allowed 
for a day (70,000 pilgrims) have 
booked online for darshan Satur-
day. Every day only 10,000 pilgrims 
will be allowed darshan through 
spot booking at the foothills of the 
temple town.

Pilgrims started to arrive from 
Friday evening and were seen 
standing in the queue according to 
the timing of the darshan that they 

booked.
The offi cials of the Travancore Deva-

som Board (TDB), which manages sev-
eral temples, including Sabarimala, in 
the southern districts of the state have 
been staying in the temple town for 
the past few days and Saturday, State 
Minister of Devasoms VN Vasavan will 
chair a review meeting at the shrine 
located at the top of the hill.

Situated on the mountain ranges 
of the Western Ghats at an altitude 
of 914 metres above sea level, Sa-
barimala temple is four kilometres 
uphill from Pamba in the Pathana-
mthitta district, which is around 
100 km from the state capital.

The temple, which bars the entry 
of women who have attained puber-
ty, is accessible only on foot from 
the Pamba River. As per practice, 
before setting off to the holy shrine, 
a pilgrim normally undertakes an 
intense 41-day penance where he 

does not wear footwear, wears a 
black dhoti, and sticks to strict veg-
etarian food. Every pilgrim carries 
on his head ‘lrumudi’, a prayer kit 
which contains coconuts which are 
broken just before climbing the 18 
steps, and without it, no one is al-
lowed to step onto the holy 18 steps 
at the ‘Sannidhanam’.

Also in this season, the TDB has 
decided to provide free insurance 
coverage for the pilgrims and through 
it, the kin of any pilgrim who passes 
away during the pilgrimage will get 

a sum of `5 lakh and the authorities 
will also make arrangements for 
conveying the mortal remains to the 
pilgrim’s hometown.

This season, a record close to 
14,000 police offi cials, along with 
volunteers, will be on security du-
ty and give a helping hand to the 
pilgrims.

The parking facility for pilgrims 
has now been increased to 10,000 
parking slots, besides, there will 
be rate cards in various south In-
dian languages on display at all the 
restaurants in and around the tem-
ple town. The healthcare facilities 
in and around the temple town will 
also have state-of-the-art facilities 
for the pilgrims.

The present two-month-long sea-
son will continue till the last week 
of December and then the shrine 
closes for a few days and will open 
again to close in the third week of 
January. Since several years now, 
the temple opens for a few days at 
the beginning of every Malayalam 
month for a few days.
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Thrissur, Nov 16: Days after 
the Kerala High Court stipulat-
ed conditions to be followed for 
grant of permission to parade 
elephants in festivals or oth-
er events, a group of festival 
buffs Saturday staged a protest 
holding a symbolic “Thrissur 
Pooram” here without jumbos.

The protest was held in front 
of the famed Vadakkumnathan 
Temple, the venue of the iconic 
Thrissur Pooram festival here 
annually.

In the place of parading 
jumbos, the protesters stood 
at the southern entrance of 
the shrine holding “nettippat-
tam” (caparisons) and “ven-
chamaram” (decorative cir-
cular fan) in their hands.

“Poora premi sangham”, an 
outfi t of pooram admirers who 
organised the protest, said it 
was part of their effort to make 
the court and the government 
to understand the necessity 
to continue the traditional 
rituals and practises without 
any fail.

Senior CPI leader and former 
minister VS Sunilkumar, who 
inaugurated the protest, want-
ed the state and union govern-
ments to look into the matter.

“The state government 
should examine the possibility 
to bring out new legislation to 
practically address the condi-
tions in the recent verdict of 
the High Court,” he told re-
porters here.

The festival buffs, who took 
part in the protest, expressed 
concern that many famed 
temple festivals in the state 
could not be held as per the 
new conditions prescribed by 
the court.

The Kerala High Court, 
Wednesday, termed the life 
of a captive elephant as an 
“eternal” Treblinka -- the 
second deadliest extermina-
tion camp built and operated 
by Nazis during the second 
world war-- and stipulated 
conditions to be followed for 
grant of permission to parade 
jumbos in festivals or other 
events.

The court observed that cap-
tive elephants were being ex-
tensively used in religious fes-
tivals in Kerala and the same 
was being sought to be justifi ed 
on the touchstone of tradition 
and religious practice.

It said that in reality, the 
animals were being commer-
cially exploited without any 
care.

“As such, the possession of 
the majority of the elephant 
appears to be illegal, which 
needs to be verifi ed by the gov-
ernment,” the court said while 
stipulating the conditions to 
be followed for grant of per-
mission to parade jumbos in 
festivals or other events.

The conditions included ad-

herence to the model feeding 
schedule, issuance of fi tness 
certifi cates by a government 
veterinarian only, providing 
a shaded, clean and adequate 
shelter and eight hours of rest 
in a day.

The court also laid down con-
ditions on transportation of el-
ephants for exhibition, saying 
that no pachyderm should be 
transported on foot for more 
than 30 kilometers a day and 
anything more than that, upto 
a maximum of 125 km per day, 
has to be by vehicle.

It also said that no elephants 
should be transported between 
10 pm and 4 am, no procession 
of pachyderms be permitted 
through public roads between 9 
am and 5 pm and no jumbos be 
exhibited for a continuous pe-
riod of more than three hours.

The bench also said that no 
contest like head lifting, sa-
luting, showering of fl owers 
or making elephants stand on 
their two rear legs and salute 
-- a practice now introduced at 
the “Thirunakkara Pooram” 
-- shall be permitted under any 
circumstances.

People vs Kerala HC:
Jumbo row intensifi es

Festival buffs hold 
‘symbolic’ pooram 
without elephants 
as mark of protest 
in Kerala

Srinagar set to host 
World Craft Council 
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Srinagar, Nov 16: In  a histor-
ic fi rst, Srinagar is set to host a 
three-day event of World Craft 
Council to commemorate its 60th 
Jubilee, themed “Craft, Creativ-
ity and Compassion,” scheduled 
for November 25 to 27.

An offi cial statement said 
that this signifi cant event will 
celebrate Srinagar’s recent rec-
ognition as a World Craft City, 
highlighting the traditional crafts 
of Jammu and Kashmir, such as 
pashmina, carpet weaving, and 
papermache. The initiative is 
supported by UNESCO and var-
ious Indian government minis-
tries. The gathering will feature 
international artisans, design-
ers, and craft leaders, fostering 
cultural exchange and providing 
global visibility to the handicraft 
sector of Jammu & Kashmir.

In this regard, Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir, con-
vened a meeting to assess the 
arrangements for the Jubilee 
celebration.

Tourists enthralled as 
Kashmir sees snowfall

The present two-month-
long season will continue 
till the last week of 
December and then the 
shrine closes for a few 
days and will open again 
to close in the third week 
of January

Pilgrims throng Sabarimala temple 
on opening day of festive season
The temple, which bars the entry of women who have attained 

puberty, is accessible only on foot from the Pamba River

People warm themselves with a bonfi re during a cold and foggy winter morning, in Jammu, Saturday  PTI PHOTO

GLOBAL RECOGNITION



The stan-
dard of de-
bates in the 

Lok Sabha has 
gone down since 
Rahul Gandhi's 
arrival. We have 
people who can talk and de-
bate, but the Congress seems 
to have no one, and those who 
want to debate are afraid of 
Rahul Gandhi

KIREN RIJUJU | UNION MINISTER

The BJP 
made 
Parliament 

hostage and 
there were no 
discussions. 
However, after 
Rahul Gandhi became leader of 
opposition (in the Lok Sabha), 
he compelled the government 
to have discussions and hear 
the voice of every party

RANDEEP SINGH SURJEWALA  | 
SENIOR CONGRESS LEADER
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17 HOUSES GUTTED IN KOLKATA
As many as 17 small houses were gutted in a 
devastating fi re late Friday night that contin-
ued till Saturday morning at Nimtala in North 
Kolkata. However, since the residents staying 
in those houses located near the crematorium 
at Nimtala, managed to evacuate in time, 
following which, there was no casualty

The statue of Shivaji Maharaj 
outside Parliament was removed. 
The statue installed in Sind-
hudurg, collapsed as corruption 
took place in its construction. 
What is the point of taking the 
name of the legendary king if you 
want to insult that person?
PRIYANKA GANDHI VADRA | CONG GENERAL SECY

uoteu

Eknath 
Shinde 
back-

stabbed Uddhav 
Thackeray and 
chose to be-
come a slave of 
Gujarat. Deputy CM Ajit Pawar 
backstabbed his uncle and 
mentor Sharad Pawar. I appeal 
to the people of Maharashtra 
that if they want to raise their 
heads with pride, they should 
bury Shinde and Ajit Pawar

REVANTH REDDY  |  T’GANA CM

SHORT TAKES

Siddique murder: Man
detained from Punjab
Mumbai: Mumbai police 
Saturday made the 24th 
arrest in the Baba Siddique 
murder case by apprehending 
Akashdeep Karajsingh Gill 
from Punjab, an offi cial said. 
The NCP leader was gunned 
down October 12 near his 
MLA son Zeeshan Siddique's 
offi ce in Bandra East's Nirmal 
Nagar area. Gill (22) hails 
from Pacca Chisti village in 
Punjab's Fazilka district and 
was held by the Mumbai 
Crime Branch in coordination 
with the Anti-Gangster Task 
Force (AGTF) of the northern 
state, the offi cial said.

Army chief to visit 
Nepal next week 
New Delhi: Army chief 
General Upendra Dwivedi will 
embark on a four-day visit 
to Nepal starting November 
20 to explore ways to further 
expand the already close 
defence and strategic ties 
between the two countries 
and review the evolving 
regional security situation. In 
Kathmandu, Gen. Dwivedi will 
be conferred the honorary 
rank of "General of the Nepal 
Army" by Nepalese President 
Ramchandra Paudel in 
continuation of an age-old 
tradition that fi rst started in 
1950, refl ecting the strong ties 
between the two militaries.

AP CM’s brother
passes away
Hyderabad: Former 
TDP MLA and Andhra 
Pradesh Chief Minister 
N Chandrababu Naidu's 
younger brother N 
Ramamurthy Naidu passed 
away at a private super-
speciality hospital here 
Saturday, while undergoing 
treatment for health 
complications, the hospital 
said. He was 72. Ramamurthy 
Naidu, who was admitted to 
the hospital November 14 
following a cardiac arrest, 
breathed his last at 12.45 
PM, the hospital said in a 
bulletin.

Man kills father 
Ballia: A mentally unstable 
man allegedly killed his 
55-year-old father in a village 
here Saturday, police said. 
The incident took place 
in the morning when Jai 
Prakash Chauhan and his son 
Mohit Chauhan were working 
in their fi eld in Chandraul 
village in Ubhaon area, 
they said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Indore, Nov 16: A man forc-
ing his wife to quit her job and 
live according to his wishes is 
cruelty, the Madhya Pradesh 
High Court said while allowing 
a woman's divorce plea.

The 33-year-old woman 
works as a manager with a 
Central government under-
taking. 

She moved the HC after the 
Family Court dismissed her 

divorce plea, which claimed 
her husband was mentally 
harassing her to leave her job 
and live with him in Bhopal.

In its order of November 
13, a division bench of MP 
High Court comprising Chief 
Justice Suresh Kumar Kait 
and Justice Sushrut Arvind 
Dharmadhikari overturned 
the family court's decision 
and allowed the woman's plea 
for divorce. "Whether husband 
or wife wants to live together, 

it is their wish. Neither hus-
band nor wife can force the 
other side not to do a job or 

do any job as per the choice 
of the spouse. In the present 
case, the husband compelled 
his wife to leave the govern-
ment job till he gets a job. In 
this manner, forcing the wife 
to leave her job and live as per 
his wish and style amounts to 
cruelty," the bench said.

After getting married in 
2014, the couple started pre-
paring for government re-
cruitment exams while stay-
ing in Bhopal, her lawyer 

Raghavendra Singh Raghu-
vanshi told PTI.

"In 2017, my client got a 
job in a government under-
taking but her husband did 
not. This hurt his ego. He 
then started harassing her 
to quit her job and stay with 
him in Bhopal. He told her 
not to take up any job until 
he finds one. However, she 
refused, which created dif-
ferences among the couple," 
he said in a statemenmt.

MAN FORCING WIFE TO LEAVE HER JOB IS CRUELTY: MP HC

BJP supporters during a rally in support of party candidate Deepak Patel ahead of Phulpur seat by-elections, 
in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh PTI PHOTO
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Baramati, Nov 16: Ajit 
Pawar's development pitch en-
counters Sharad Pawar's emo-
tional hold over voters as this 
constituency of glitzy shops 
and spotless roads turns into 
a do-or-die battlefi eld for the 
younger Pawar amid an intense 
canvassing never seen before 
by most voters. And people are 
not complaining.

Dada, as the deputy chief 
minister is often addressed, 
carries a certain air and would 
not even bother spending much 
time in campaigns as his win 
was a forgone outcome, Sand-
eep Jagtap (32), a farmer, said. 
"He is now smiling, bowing and 
folding his hands seeking our 
votes," he adds with a laugh.

His friend Amol Kulange 

notes that the election has al-
so seen an unlikely turnout 
of the members of the Pawar 
clan who are mostly backing 
Yugendra Pawar, the grand 
nephew of Sharad Pawar and 
fi elded by him as his NCP(SP) 
candidate to take on the deputy 
chief minister. Sharad Pawar's 
wife Pratibha Pawar, not much 
seen in previous polls, has hit 
the campaign trail and so have 
some other members of the fam-
ily, Kulange says.

The respect for the four-
time former chief minister, 
often referred to as Saheb, in 
his stronghold of western Ma-
harashtra is palpable in much 
of the region. But his estranged 
nephew also appears to enjoy a 
stature of his own in Baramati, 
a constituency represented by 
the senior Pawar for six terms 

before he passed the baton to 
Ajit Pawar in 1991.

Ajit Pawar is now seeking 
his eighth straight term and 
the fi rst after splitting from 
his uncle in 2023 along with 

40 of then undivided party's 
53 MLAs. His faction was rec-
ognised as the real Nationalist 
Congress Party.

In the town, Srikrishna 
Borkar, a teacher, says Ajit 

Pawar is behind its develop-
ment, including the V P Col-
lege whose infrastructure, he 
added, is as good as one can 
fi nd anywhere. However, the 
picture takes on another shade 
as the conversation is joined 
by older generations. 

A section of people criticises 
Ajit Pawar for "capturing" his 
uncle's party to join hands with 
the ruling BJP. Mohan Akhade, 
a farmer in his 60s, claims that 
the core supporters of the 
NCP will never desert 'Saheb'. 
He asserts that it was Sharad 
Pawar who nursed Baramati as 
a model of development before 
picking his nephew for the job.

It is this sentimental connec-
tion with the 83-year-old leader 
that ensured the defeat of Ajit 
Pawar's wife Sunetra Pawar, 
now a Rajya Sabha member, 

against Supriya Sule in the re-
cent Lok Sabha polls. In 
this Assembly poll, Yugendra 
Pawar may be the candidate of 
the NCP(SP) against the deputy 
chief minister, but nobody has 
any doubt that their choice is 
between Saheb and Dada.

There are also voters who say 
that they voted for Sule in the 
Lok Sabha polls for their fealty 
to Sharad Pawar when he faced 
one of his biggest political cri-
ses and they will now support 
Ajit Pawar as an acknowledge-
ment of his work. In this de-
veloped constituency of one of 
the more prosperous regions 
of Maharashtra, the state gov-
ernment's welfare pitch built 
around cash transfer schemes 
like 'Ladki Bahun' does not 
enjoy the same traction as in 
other places. 

Baramati: In Saheb vs Dada battle, people are king
The respect for the four-time former Chief Minister, often referred to as Saheb, in his stronghold of western Maharashtra is palpable in much of the region. But his estranged 
nephew also appears to enjoy a stature of his own in Baramati, a constituency represented by the senior Pawar for six terms before he passed the baton to Ajit Pawar in 1991

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lucknow/Jhansi (UP), 
Nov 16: The Uttar Pradesh 
government Saturday formed 
a four-member committee 
to probe into the fi re at the 
children's ward of a medical 
college in Jhansi that snuffed 
out the lives of 10 newborns 
as offi cials suspect electrical 
short circuit to be the cause of 
the tragic incident.

Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath has already directed the 
Divisional Commissioner of 
Jhansi, the fi re department and 
the deputy inspector general of 
police to submit a report on the 
incident within 12 hours. Amid 
claims that the medical college 
had expired fi re extinguishers, 
Deputy Chief Minister Brijesh 
Pathak asserted all fi refi ghting 
equipment in the college was 
completely fi ne and a fi re safety 
audit was carried out in Febru-
ary and a mock drill in June.

Principal of the medical col-
lege, Dr Narendra Singh Sen-
gar, also termed the allegations 
"baseless". The committee, to be 
headed by the Director Gener-
al of Medical Education and 
Training, has been tasked with 
identifying the cause of the fi re 
and determining whether any 
negligence was involved and 
asked to submit its report with-
in seven days. 

Yakub Mansuri was sleep-
ing on the pavement outside 
the children's ward Friday 
night when the fi re broke out. 
He broke in through a window 
and managed to rescue some 
newborns but not his two 
daughters. 

Santoshi, who gave birth just 
11 days ago, sat on the ground 
sobbing with her face covered 
by her palms, not ready to ac-
cept the loss of her child.

Post-mortem of seven infants 
was carried out Saturday while 
the autopsy of three could not 
be done as their parents have 
not been identifi ed yet, Addi-
tional Superintendent of Police 
(City) of Jhansi Gyanendra Ku-
mar Singh told PTI.

According to District Magis-

trate Avinash Kumar, the fi re 
broke out around 10.45 pm on 
Friday in the NICU wards of 
the Maharani Laxmi Bai Med-
ical College, one of the largest 
government hospitals in the 
state's Bundelkhand region, 
possibly due to an electrical 
short circuit.

President Droupadi Murmu 
termed the incident "extreme-
ly heartbreaking" while Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi an-
nounced an assistance of Rs 
2 lakh for the family of each 
deceased. 

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has also announced an ex 
gratia of Rs 5 lakh each to the 
parents of the newborns who 
died and Rs 50,000 to the kin of 
each of the injured. 

The Congress targeted the 
Adityanath dispensation with 
Rahul Gandhi saying such 
tragic incidents happening one 
after another in Uttar Pradesh 

speak of negligence of the gov-
ernment and administration.

Party president Mallikarjun 
Kharge demanded an investiga-
tion into the accident and strict 
legal action against whoever 
was found guilty of negligence.

Samajwadi Party chief Akh-
ilesh Yadav said Adityanath 
should leave the poll cam-
paign and focus on improving 
the state's health and medical 
facilities. He also demanded 
that Rs 1 crore should be paid 
to all bereaved families, add-
ing, "Gorakhpur should not be 
repeated".

A statement from the Uttar 
Pradesh government said that 
on Adityanath's directions to 
expedite the rescue work, se-
nior offi cials took charge of 
the situation Friday night it-
self. Most of the children were 
evacuated to safety within 15 to 
20 minutes through the rescue 
operation, it said, adding that 
most of the infants were shifted 
to the PICU ward.

Expressing his condolences 
to the families of the deceased 
children, Adityanath directed 
the offi cials to provide all pos-
sible help to the victims. At an 
election rally at Phulpur in 
Prayagraj, he said the fi re was 
caused by a short circuit. The 
state government also said that 
as soon as information about 
the incident was received, Ad-
ityanath sent his deputy Pathak 
and the principal health secre-
tary to the spot.

4-member panel to 
probe hospital fi re

The incident sparked a political blame game in the state where bypolls 
to nine Assembly seats are to be held November 20. Opposition 

parties blamed the BJP government in the state and said the deaths 
raise many serious questions on the administration

THE BLAZE AT THE NEONATAL 
INTENSIVE CARE UNIT (NICU), 

WHERE THE INFANTS ADMITTED 
WERE MOSTLY PREMATURELY 
BORN, HAS BEEN DOUSED BUT 

THE AIR AROUND IS HEAVY 
WITH SORROW

PARENTS, MOSTLY YOUNG 
MOTHERS, AND THEIR FAMILIES 
WHO GATHERED OUTSIDE THE 

CHILDREN'S WARD CLUNG 
TO ONE ANOTHER, DRAWING 

STRENGTH IN THEIR 
DARKEST HOUR

Sukhbir Singh Badal
resigns as SAD chief 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chandigarh, Nov 16: Sukh-
bir Singh Badal, who had been 
declared 'tankhaiya' (guilty of 
religious misconduct) by the 
Akal Takht, tendered his res-
ignation Saturday as the Shi-
romani Akali Dal president, a 
position he held since 2008.

Badal's resignation paves 
the way for the election of the 
new party chief. The resigna-
tion of Badal (62), who is the 
son of fi ve-time Punjab chief 
minister late Parkash Singh 
Badal, came amid vociferous 
demand by several rebel party 
leaders including former MP 
Prem Singh Chandumajra, 
former SGPC chief Bibi Jagir 
Kaur who wanted him to step 
down for the party's consistent 
dismal performance in the state 
assembly as well as parliamen-
tary elections.

Badal submitted his resig-
nation to the party's working 
committee, said party leader 
Daljit Singh Cheema. "The SAD 
President Sukhbir Singh Badal 
submitted his resignation to 
the working Committee of the 
party today to pave the way for 
the election of new President. 
He thanked all the party lead-
ers & workers for expressing 
confi dence in his leadership and 
extending wholehearted support 
& cooperation throughout the ten-
ure," Cheema said in a post on X. 

Cheema further said that the 
elections of Shiromani Akali 
Dal's (SAD) offi ce bearers are 
due December 14 and Badal 
will complete his fi ve-year term 
next month. The party's work-
ing committee will hold a meet-
ing November 18 to discuss the 
resignation and ensuing party's 
elections including new mem-
bership drive, appointments 
of circle delegates and state 
delegates, he said, adding that 
last elections were held Decem-
ber 14, 2019. Badal, the former 
deputy chief minister, was the 
youngest chief of SAD, when he 
was elevated to the post in 2008.

DELHI POLLUTION

More areas in 
‘severe’ category
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 16: Delhi's 
air quality worsened further 
Saturday, with many areas in 
the "severe" category, even as au-
thorities intensifi ed their action 
by imposing penalties of around 
Rs 5.85 crore on the fi rst day of 
anti-pollution measures under 
the third stage of GRAP (GRAP).

The city's 24-hour Air Qual-
ity Index (AQI), recorded at 4 
pm daily, stood at 417, making 
it the worst in the country. On 
Friday, the AQI level was 396.  
According to the Central Pol-
lution Control Board (CPCB), 
the "severe" category air poses 
risks to healthy individuals and 
severely impacts those with ex-
isting health conditions.

 Out of Delhi's 39 monitoring 
stations, data shared by the CP-
CB showed that all except for 
Sri Aurobindo Marg reported 
air quality in the "severe" cate-
gory, with AQI levels above 400.  
Following Delhi, Jind in Hary-
ana recorded the second-worst 
air quality with a reading of 
394, while Bahadurgarh, also in 
the neighbouring state, ranked 
third with a reading of 388.

 An AQI between 0 and 50 is 
considered 'good', 51 and 100 
'satisfactory', 101 and 200 'mod-
erate', 201 and 300 'poor', 301 
and 400 'very poor', 401 and 450 
'severe' and above 450 'severe 
plus'.  As the restrictions under 

the third stage of GRAP came 
into force on Friday, authori-
ties intensifi ed action against 
those violating norms with 
teams of traffi c police, transport 
department and others penalis-
ing violators.

On Friday, Delhi Traffi c Po-
lice issued around 550 challans 
for violation of a ban on the ply-
ing of BS III petrol and BS IV 
diesel vehicles, imposing a fi ne 
of over Rs 1 crore on the fi rst 
day of restrictions under the 
third stage of GRAP.  Violation 
of this rule invites a penalty of 
Rs 20,000. Diesel and petrol in-
ter-state buses, except for BS VI 
diesel, from the NCR cities to 
Delhi are also banned.

 The police also cracked 
down on vehicles not having 
Pollution Under Control Cer-
tifi cates (PUCC), as it issued 
fi nes to 4,855 vehicles totalling 
Rs 4.85 crore on Friday.  A fi ne 
of Rs 10,000 is imposed on mo-
torists for not having a valid 
pollution under control (PUC) 
certifi cate. These challans get 
released from courts.

Family members wait outside the emergency ward  PTI PHOTO



Not long ago, 
Leaders used to 
hide in shame 
if something as 
tragic as Jhansi 
happened. 
But there’s no 

shame, no accountability now. UP 
CM is already doing election rally 
and not even 24 hours have passed.
Height of insensitivity.
 @Nher_who
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NO REGULAR HEARING MATTERS 
WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY IN SC
 Days after Justice Sanjiv Khanna took charge 
as the Chief Justice of India, a new circular 
was issued Saturday regarding the hearing of 
cases in the Supreme Court. According to the 
circular, regular hearing matters will not be 
listed Wednesdays and Thursdays

It is not easy to be independent. 
On one side, there is Pakistan, a 
nuclear power, and on the other, 
there is China, another nuclear 
power. How is it possible? Where 
is your economy as you are depen-
dent on everything? 
FAROOQ ABDULLAH | NATIONAL CONFERENCE PRESIDENT

SHORT TAKES

Noted Sarod maestro 
Aashish Khan dies
New Delhi:  Aashish Khan, the 
legendary sarod maestro who 
popularised the instrument 
world over and collaborated 
with international musicians 
like George Harrison, Eric 
Clapton, and Ringo Starr, 
has died, his family said.
The 84-year-old musician 
breathed his last at a hospital 
in Los Angeles in the US 
Thursday, surrounded by 
family, friends, and students, 
his brother Alam Khan said in 
an Instagram post.

Petrol bombs hurled
at TN cinema theatre 
Tirunelveli (Tamil Nadu): 
Some unidentifi ed miscreants 
hurled petrol bombs at 
a cinema hall screening 
actor Sivakarthikeyan's 
biographical drama, 'Amaran', 
early Saturday, police said. 
A group of Hindu Munnani 
(Hindu Front) activists were 
detained by the police for 
allegedly entering the theatre 
after the incident occurred, 
and were later released, the 
outfi t said. "Two miscreants 
hurled petrol bombs inside the 
compound wall of the cinema 
complex in Melapalayam. 
It exploded. No one was, 
however, injured and it did 
not cause any damage to 
property," the police said.

India sends food
grains to Suriname
New Delhi: India Saturday 
sent 425 metric tonnes of food 
grains and other edible items 
to Suriname as part of its 
development assistance to 
the South American country. 
External Affairs Ministry 
spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal said the consignment 
was sent to support 
Suriname's social welfare 
programme. "Fulfilling 
India's commitment to 
support Government of 
Suriname through supply of 
food grains and other edible 
items for their Social Welfare 
Programme," he said on 'X'.

There is an 
attempt to 
change the 

faith (of tribes) 
by talking with 
them sweetly, 
pretending to be 
well-wishers, luring and tempting. 
I consider this a malicious attempt

JAGDEEP DHANKHAR |  VICE PRESIDENT

The BJP 
governments 
are delib-

erately sending 
diesel buses, that 
are prohibited 
under the current 
guidelines, to worsen Delhi's air 
pollution problem

GOPAL RAI | ENVIRONMENT MINISTER

uoteu

The BJP is 
dividing the 
society in the 

name of religion 
with an intention 
to divert people's 
attention from 
real issues such as employment 
generation, poverty eradication 
and reduction of infl ation. The 
saffron party did nothing to deal 
with these issues

TEJASHWI YADAV |  RJD LEADER

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kochi, Nov 16: The Kerala 
High Court has held that if any 
foreign organisation wants to 
conduct a survey in India, 
permission from the central 
government is necessary.

The ruling from the High 
Court came while disposing 
of a plea seeking quashing of 
criminal proceedings against 
an Indian company for conduct-
ing a survey in Thiruvanantha-
puram in 2010, which according 
to the police was aimed at "in-
juring the emotional feelings of 
the Muslim community".

The survey was conducted by 
the Indian company -- Taylor 
Nelson Sofres (TNS) PLC-- for 
US-based Princeton Survey 
Research Associates (PSRA). 
Rejecting the Indian compa-
ny's plea to quash the criminal 
proceedings against it, Justice 
P V Kunhikrishnan said that if 
such surveys were allowed to 
continue, they "will affect the 
security of our country and im-
portantly religious harmony".

The High Court further
 said that it was "surprising" 
that a foreign company was 
conducting a survey in the 
country "with a bunch of sus-
picious questions".

Terming the survey itself as 
"suspicious", the court in its 
November 4 order said, "The 

central government should 
take it very seriously, and if 
there is any intention to topple 
the integrity of our country by 
conducting such surveys, ap-
propriate steps should be tak-
en in accordance with the law."

The court also said that 
"there is force" in the prose-
cutor's argument that if the 
entire questionnaire was gone 
through, it was not only sensi-
tive and objectionable, but also 
created suspicion about the in-
tention of the survey itself. It 
also noted that in the instant 
matter, there was no sanction 
from the central government 
for conducting such a survey.

The High Court was also of 
the opinion that an investiga-
tion by the state police was not 
enough in the case and directed 
the investigating offi cer to for-
ward a report to the Union Min-
istry of Home Affairs (MHA) 

about the probe carried out so 
far in the case.

"The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs and the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs will do the needful in 
accordance with law, and order 
further enquiry or investiga-
tion, if necessary, in accordance 
with law," it said. The police 
had told the court that its probe 
revealed that "in the name of a 
harmless survey, they selected 
highly sensitive and vulnerable 
areas in India to interview the 
people belonging to a particular 
religious background".

"According to the investigat-
ing authority, all the questions 
were clear citations injuring 
the emotional feelings of the 
Muslim community," the po-
lice told the court. Also, it sub-
mitted that the TNS "purposely 
and knowingly entered into the 
alleged contract with a foreign 
organisation".

PSRA had claimed that they 
were conducting the same re-
search in more than 20 coun-
tries as part of a project titled 
'Green Wave 12'. The research, 

according to PSRA, was to 
help the clients understand, 
respect, and be mindful of a 
country's traditions, values 
and attitudes.

Foreign cos need Union govt nod to do surveys: HC
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Imphal, Nov 16: A day after 
the bodies of three persons 
out of six missing people were 
recovered from a Manipur 
river, protestors attacked the 
residences of three state min-
isters and six MLAs Saturday, 
prompting the government to 
impose prohibitory orders in 
fi ve districts for an indefi nite 
period and suspended internet 
services in parts of the state.

Protesters ransacked the 
houses of three of six legisla-
tors, including that of Chief 
Minister N Biren Singh’s  son-
in-law, and set their properties 
on fi re while security forces 
fi red tear gas shells to disperse 
protesters in different parts of 
Imphal, police said.

The bodies of two women and 
a child, who had been missing 
since Monday from a camp for 
the displaced, were recovered 
from Barak River in Jiribam 
Saturday, while three other 
bodies, including a woman 
and two children, were found 
Friday night.

Bodies of six people, includ-
ing those of three children, 
recovered from Manipur’s 
Jiribam district, were sent to 
Silchar Medical College Hos-
pital (SMCH) in Assam for 
post-mortem.

Among the state ministers 
whose residences were stormed 
by the protesters are Sapam 
Ranjan, L Susindro Singh and 
Y Khemchand, an offi cial said. 
The curfew was imposed for an 
indefi nite period in Imphal East 
and West, Bishnupur, Thou-
bal and Kakching districts of 
Imphal valley "due to develop-
ing law and order situation", he 
said. The state administration 
suspended internet services 

temporarily in seven districts 
Saturday evening in the 
wake of protesters 
storming into the 
residences of 
state ministers 
and MLAs, 
another offi -
cial said. A 
mob stormed 
the residence 
of Health and 
Family Welfare 
Minister Sapam 
Ranjan at Lamphel 
Sanakeithel in Imphal 
West district, police said.

Protesters also stormed the 
residence of Consumer Affairs 
and Public Distribution Minis-
ter L Susindro Singh in Khurai 
area in Imphal East district, 
police said. Later in the eve-
ning, a mob also attempted to 
attack his residence, prompt-
ing security forces to fi re sev-
eral rounds of tear gas shells to 
disperse the agitators.

 The residence of Y Khem-
chand, the minister for Munic-
ipal Administration Housing 
Development, in Singjamei ar-
ea in Imphal West district was 
also targeted by the protesters, 
police said. Agitators in Sagol-
band area in Imphal West dis-
trict gathered in front of the 
residence of BJP MLA RK Imo, 

who is also the son-in-law 
of Chief Minister N 

Biren Singh, and 
raised slogans 

demanding 
an "ap-
propriate 
response 
from the 
govern-
ment" and 
urging the 

authorities 
to "arrest the 

culprits with-
in 24 hours". The 

mob vandalised the 
BJP MLA's house and set ablaze 
the properties of the legislator, 
a senior police offi cer said.

Protesters also stormed the 
residence of BJP legislator 
Sapam Kunjakesore in Tera 
in Imphal West and ransacked 
his properties, another offi cer 
said. One vehicle parked out-
side the MLA's residence was 
also torched. The residence of 
another BJP legislator Joykis-
han Singh at Thangmeiband in 
the district was also vandalised, 
police said. Agitators gheraoed 
the houses JD(U) MLA T Arun 
of Wangkhei constituency and 
BJP legislator Karam Shyam of 
Langthabal. No damage to their 
properties was reported.

Protesters, who had come to 

meet Keishamthong constit-
uency's independent legisla-
tor Sapam Nishikanta Singh 
at his residence in Tiddim Road 
in Imphal West, targeted the 
offi ce building of a local news-
paper owned by him after they 
were informed that the legisla-
tor was not present in the state.

The mob destroyed some tem-
porary structures in front of the 
offi ce building, another offi cial 
claimed.

Agitators also set tyres on 
fi re in the middle of a road in 
Imphal town's Thangmeiband 
area, just 200 metres away from 
the Manipur Legislative Assem-
bly building, demanding justice 
for three persons whose bodies 
were found Friday night near 
the Assam-Manipur border.
Woman BJP MLA S Kebi Devi 
wanted to talk with the protest-
ers in Naoriya Pakhanglakpa 
area in Imphal West district 
and went to the protest site. 
But she was taken to a vehicle 
of the state forces after the agi-
tators became hostile, a senior 
offi cer said.

MANIPUR UNREST

Protesters target houses of ministers
Security forces directed
to restore peace: MHA
NEW DELHI: All security forces 
deployed in Manipur have been 
directed to take necessary steps 
to restore order and peace 
in the state as the security 
scenario remained "fragile" in 
the past few days, the Union 
Home Ministry said Saturday. A 
fresh cycle of violence erupted 
in Manipur last Monday after 
11 suspected militants, who 
allegedly attacked a police 
station and adjoining CRPF camp 
with sophisticated weapons in 
Manipur's Jiribam district, were 
killed in an exchange of fi re.

THE 
STATE 

ADMINISTRATION 
SUSPENDED INTERNET 

SERVICES TEMPORARILY IN SEVEN 
DISTRICTS SATURDAY EVENING IN THE 

WAKE OF PROTESTERS STORMING INTO 
THE RESIDENCES OF STATE MINISTERS 

AND MLAS, THE OFFICIALS SAID

A MOB STORMED THE RESIDENCE 
OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE 

MINISTER SAPAM RANJAN 
LAMPHEL SANAKEITHEL 

IN IMPHAL WEST 
DISTRICT
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New Delhi, Nov 16: In the 
wake of the BJP approaching 
the Election Commission (EC) 
against Rahul Gandhi and the 
Congress against Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and Home 
Minister Amit Shah for alleged 
poll code violations, the elec-
tion panel asked the presidents 
of the two parties Saturday to 
comment on the charges lev-
elled against their leaders.

The EC wrote separate let-
ters to Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) president J P Nadda and 
Congress chief Mallikarjun 
Kharge, asking them to com-
ment on the complaints fi led 
by the other side. The commis-
sion exchanged the complaints 
between the two parties while 
seeking their responses. The 
EC has sought formal responses 
from both the party presidents 
by 1 pm Monday (November 18), 
while reminding them of the 
commission's earlier advisory 
to them during the Lok Sabha 
election to keep star campaign-
ers and leaders under check 
so that public decorum is not 
fl outed and the model code is 
followed in its letter and spirit 
during campaigning.

Top leaders of the two parties 
are campaigning in Jharkhand 
and Maharashtra for the ongo-

ing Assembly polls in the two 
states. During the Lok Sabha 
election too, the poll authori-
ty had exchanged complaints 
fi led by the two parties against 
the other's star campaigners, 
including Modi, Shah, Gandhi 
and Kharge.

According to one of the com-
plaints fi led by the Congress, 
at election rallies in Maha-
rashtra's Nasik and Dhule No-
vember 8, Modi made a series 
of "false, malicious, and slan-
derous statements targeting 
the Indian National Congress 
(INC) and its allies".

It has also accused Shah 
of making a "slew of false, 
divisive, malicious and 
slanderous statements about 
the Indian National Congress 
(INC) and its allies" at a poll 
rally in Jharkhand's Dhanbad 
November 12.

The BJP has moved the EC 
against Gandhi, the leader of 
Opposition in the Lok Sabha, 
for alleged poll code violations 
during a rally in Mumbai.

It has accused Gandhi of 
making false claims that big 
international brands are open-
ing manufacturing plants in 
other states at the cost of Ma-
harashtra. The saffron party 
has said Gandhi's remarks were 
false and "totally unverifi ed to 
true facts".

EC notices to Cong, BJP
over poll code violations
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Bijnor (UP), Nov 16: 
Seven people, including a new-
ly-wed couple, returning from 
Jharkhand died while two 
others were injured when a car 
hit a tempo from behind while 
overtaking another vehicle, 
police said Saturday.

After being hit by the car, the 
tempo rammed into an electric 
pole around 2 am Saturday near 
the fi re station of Dhampur on 
the Dehradun-Nainital High-
way, Superintendent of Police 
Abhishek said. The tempo pas-
sengers were thrown on the 
ground by the impact of the 
accident, he said.

 Jha said that all six people 
including the bride and groom 
died on the spot while the tem-
po driver Ajab Singh died while 
being taken for treatment.  Two 
persons who were moving in 
the car have been injured, po-
lice said, adding the bodies of 
the deceased have been sent for 
post-mortem examination.

 Khurshid (65) of Tewari 
village of Dhampur was re-
turning with his daughter-in-
law Khushi (22) after getting 
his son Visal (25) married in 
Jharkhand. Khurshid's brother-
in-law Mumtaz (45), Mumtaz's 
wife Ruby (32) and daughter 
Bushra (10) were also with 
them, the police said.  The SP 
said these people had come 
to Moradabad by train. From 
there they were going back to 
the village by a tempo.  Other 
passengers, Sohail and Aman, 
were badly injured and they are 
being treated.  

According to the police, pri-
ma facie the cause of the inci-
dent was dense fog. Meanwhile, 
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath has expressed 
deep condolences on the loss of 
lives in a road accident in Bi-
jnor district, his offi ce said on X.

Seven, including 
newly-wed couple, 
die in road accident 

A team of the Indian Air Force (IAF) during a bicycle expedition to Adi Kailash, Om Parvat and Lipulekh Pass. 
Ten IAF cyclists reached Adi Kailash (16,000 ft), Om Parvat viewpoint (15,500 ft) November 11, and then 
accomplished Lipulekh Pass (16,750 ft) November 14 PTI PHOTO
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Ranchi, Nov 16: Congress 
chief Mallikarjun Kharge Sat-
urday launched a fresh attack 
on Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, accusing him of "elimi-
nating freedom of speech" and 
imprisoning those who speak 
out against his mistakes.

Kharge also labelled former 
Jharkhand Chief Minister 
Champai Soren, who joined 
the BJP from JMM, a "traitor," 
claiming there were many such 
people who betrayed those who 
nurtured them.

Kharge said, "There are 
many traitors like Champai 
Soren who proved unfaith-
ful to those who nurtured 
them" and warned the people 
of Jharkhand being cautious 
alleging that "Modiji will be-

tray you, hand over your ‘Jal, 
Jungle, Jameen' to industrial-
ists." He also alleged that the 
"BJP-RSS who break the nation 
and divide the poor proclaim 
‘batenge toh katenge'."

Kharge raised concerns about 
wealth inequality in the country, 
claiming that 62 per cent of the 
wealth is controlled by just 5 per 
cent of the rich, while 50 per cent 
of the population holds only 3 
per cent of the assets.

 Earlier, addressing a rally, 
he attacked Modi and Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah, 
accusing them of delaying heli-
copters of his and Rahul Gand-
hi in Jharkhand, and alleged 
that despite holding Cabinet 
minister rank, the Opposition 
leaders were not given access 
to reserved airport lounge.

‘Modi eliminated freedom of speech’
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ITALY SENDS GAZA AID
An Italian air force 
plane took off Saturday 
carrying more than 15 
tons of humanitarian 
aid to be delivered to 
the population in Gaza, 
a defence ministry 
statement said

Elon Musk and I are 
in a position to start 

the mass deportations of 
millions of unelected fed-
eral bureaucrats out of the 
DC bureaucracy. That, too, 
is how we’re going to save 
this country
VIVEK RAMASWAMY | 
ENTREPRENEUR-TURNED POLITICIAN, US

SHORT TAKES

Boy’s remains laid 
to rest after 65 yrs
Wisconsin: The remains of 
a 7-year-old boy were buried 
Friday, a solemn last act in 
a yearlong effort to confi rm 
the identity of a skeleton 
found decades ago in a road 
culvert in Wisconsin. The 
boy was known as Markku 
Jutila when he disappeared in 
1959, the name given to him 
by his adoptive parents in 
Houghton County, Michigan. 
But records and DNA tests 
this year revealed that his 
birth name was Chester 
Breiney, the Ozaukee County, 
Wisconsin, sheriff’s offi ce 
announced November 8. 
The boy’s adoptive parents 
were charged in his death in 
1966. Despite incriminating 
statements, the case against 
them was ultimately dismissed 
in Houghton County because 
of a lack of solid evidence 
connecting the couple to the 
skeletal remains.

Russia stops fl ow 
of gas to Austria
Vienna: Russia’s state-owned 
natural gas company Gazprom 
stopped supplies to Austria 
early Saturday, according 
to the Vienna-based utility 
OMV after it said it would 
stop payments for the gas 
following an arbitration award. 
The offi cial cutoff of supplies 
before dawn Saturday came 
after Austrian Chancellor 
Karl Nehammer Friday 
held a hastily called news 
conference to emphasise his 
country has a secure supply 
of alternative fuel for this 
winter. OMV said it would 
stop paying for Gazprom gas 
to its Austrian arm to offset a 
230 million-euro ($242 million) 
arbitration award it won from 
the International Chamber 
of Commerce over an earlier 
cutoff of gas to its German 
subsidiary.

IMF, Pakistan wrap 
up $7 billion bailout
Washington: The 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) said Friday it 
held constructive talks 
with authorities in Pakistan 
on economic policy and 
reform efforts to reduce 
vulnerabilities during an 
unscheduled staff visit. The 
unusual visit from Nov 12 to 
Nov 15 discussed a $7-billion 
bailout within six weeks of its 
approval by the IMF board, 
but came too early for the 
fi rst review of the Extended 
Fund Facility (EFF), due in the 
fi rst quarter of 2025. “We are 
encouraged by the authorities’ 
reaffi rmed commitment to the 
economic reforms supported 
by the 2024 EFF,” Nathan 
Porter, the chief of the IMF’s 
Pakistan mission, who led the 
talks, said.

The change in 
Washington 
means Europe 

will have to invest 
more in its security 
and defense rather 
than relying on the 
American protective shield as it 
has done for decades

MICHAL BARANOWSKI |  MD, GMF EAST

Polarization 
in society is 
dangerous 

because it under-
mines the bond 
between people. 
Because of that, 
we start seeing each other as op-
ponent instead of fellow citizens

NORA ACHAHBAR  | CENTRIST NEW SOCIAL 
CONTRACT PARTY, THE NETHERLANDS

uoteu

The chan-
cellor urged 
Russia to be 

willing to negotiate 
with Ukraine 
with the aim of 
achieving a just 
and lasting peace and stressed 
Germany’s unwavering determina-
tion to support Ukraine in its fi ght 
against Russian aggression for as 
long as necessary

STEFFEN HEBESTREIT  |  
GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN, GERMANY
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London, Nov 16: Indian stu-
dents are being put off apply-
ing to UK universities, adding 
to their fi nancial woes at a time 
when education institutions 
are already coping with con-
strained budgets, a new report 
into the stability of the higher 
education sector in England 
has revealed.

Based on UK Home Offi ce 
data on confi rmation of accep-
tance for studies (CAS) by UK 
providers from 2022-23 to 2023-
24, an Offi ce for Students (OfS) 
analysis released Friday shows 
a 20.4 per cent drop in Indian 
student numbers – down from 
139,914 to 111,329. 

“There has been a consid-
erable decline in student visa 
applications from prospective 
non-UK students in some ma-
jor source countries,” notes 
the report by OfS, a non-de-
partmental public body of the 
government’s Department for 
Education.

“This data shows an 11.8 per 
cent decline in the total number 
of sponsor acceptances issued 
to international students, as 
well as considerable variation 
for students with different na-
tionalities, with the largest de-
clines reported in the number 
of CAS issued to Indian and 
Nigerian students, down 28,585 
(20.4 per cent) and 25,897 (44.6 
per cent) respectively,” it said.

It warns that universities 

with fi nancial models that de-
pend heavily on students from 
countries such as India, Nigeria 
and Bangladesh are likely to be 
signifi cantly affected due to this 
downward trend.

“The number of interna-
tional students from certain 
countries that send signifi cant 
numbers to study in the UK has 
decreased signifi cantly,” OfS 
cautions. “By 2025-26, based on 
current trends and not taking 
into account signifi cant mit-
igating action, we estimate a 
net income reduction for the 
sector of GBP 3,445 million, and, 
without signifi cant mitigating 
actions, a sector-level defi cit of 
minus GBP 1,636 million, with 
up to 72 per cent of providers 
being in defi cit, and 40 per cent 
having low liquidity,” it adds.

The Indian National Stu-
dents’ Association (INSA) UK 
said it was not surprised with 
the signifi cant decrease in 
students from India given the 
government’s clampdown on 
foreign students being allowed 
to bring along their dependent 
partners and spouses.

Indians overtook the Chinese 
in recent years as the leading 

nationality granted study visas 
to the UK and are the largest 
cohort to access the Graduate 
Route post-study work visa, 
which was thrown into disarray 
due to a review which has since 
concluded it is here to stay.

“Many reasons contribute to 
the decline in numbers, includ-
ing the Conservative ban on 
dependents, confusion around 
post-study work visa, increase 
in skilled worker salary thresh-
olds and an apparent lack of 
jobs in the UK,” said Sanam 
Arora, chair of the National 
Indian Students and Alumni 
Union (NISAU) UK. 

“We discovered the scale of 
misinformation that continues 
to persist; for the fi rst time, 
safety is also being raised as a 
concern… Universities need to 
ensure that they are communi-
cating the UK offer adequately 
and at scale in India to address 
the confusions that persist,” 
she said.

“Universities also need to in-
vest signifi cantly in their em-
ployability support in order to 
stay competitive and provide a 
wholesome, outcome-oriented 
offer for students,” she added.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Baku, Nov 16: Hundreds of ac-
tivists formed a human chain 
outside one of the main plena-
ry halls at the United Nations 
climate summit on what is tra-
ditionally their biggest protest 
day during the two-week talks.

The demonstration in Ba-
ku, Azerbaijan will be echoed 
at sites around the world in a 
global “day of action” 
for climate justice 
that’s become an 
annual event.

Activists 
waved fl ags, 
snapped 
their fi ngers, 
and hummed 
and mumbled 
chants in a 
silent protest, 
with many cov-
ering their mouths 
with the word “Si-
lenced.”

Demonstrators held up signs 
calling for more money to be 
pledged for climate fi nance, 
which involves cash for tran-
sitioning to clean energy and 
adapting to climate change. 

It comes as negotiators at 
the venue try to hammer out 
a deal for exactly that — but 
progress has been slow and 
observers say the direction of 
any agreement is still unclear.

Tired but inspired, activists vow 
to keep fi ghting

Lidy Nacpil said protestors 
like her are “not surprised” 
about how negotiations are 
going. But past wins — like 
a loss and damage fund that 
gives developing nations cash 
after extreme weather events 
exacerbated by climate change 
— keep organisers going, said 
Nacpil, a coordinator with the 
Asian Peoples’ Movement on 
Debt and Development.

“The role we play is to in-
crease the pressure,” she said 
of the action. “We know we’re 

not going to get the results 
that the world needs in this 
round of negotiations, but at 
least to bring us many steps 
closer is our hope, is our aim.”

Tasneem Essop said she was 
inspired by the action, which 
was challenging to organise. 
“To be able to pull off some-
thing where people feel their 
own power, exercise their own 
power and get inspired in this 
creative way, I’m super excit-
ed about this,” she said.

Essop says she’s “not very” 
optimistic about an outcome 
on fi nance, but knows next 
week will be pivotal. “We can’t 
end up with a bad deal for the 
peoples of the world, those 

who are already suffer-
ing the impacts of 

climate change, 
those who need 
to adapt to an 
increasing 
and escalat-
ing crisis,” 
she said. “We 
fi ght until the 

end.”

On a deal for 
climate cash, there’s 

not much progress
Negotiators at COP29, as the 

talks are known, are working 
on a deal that might be worth 
hundreds of billions of dollars 
to poorer nations. Many are in 
the Global South and already 
suffering the costly impacts 
of weather disasters fueled 
by climate change.  

Several experts have said 
$1 trillion a year or more is 
needed both to compensate for 
such damages and to pay for 
a clean-energy transition that 
most countries can't afford on 
their own.

Samir Bejanov, deputy 
lead negotiator of this year’s 
climate talks said in a press 
conference that the climate fi -
nance talks were moving too 
slowly.

“I want to repeat our strong 
encouragement to all parties 
to make as much progress as 
possible,” he said. “We need 
everyone to approach the task 
with urgency and determina-
tion.”

Observers were also disap-
pointed at the pace of progress.

UK varsities snub
Indian students

Students are not allowed to 
bring their partners to the UK 
under the new policy and 

given the economic conditions 
here and recent rioting stories, 
unless the government 
addresses this issue the outlook 
for UK universities is bleak as they 
rely heavily on Indian students

AMIT TIWARI | PRESIDENT, INSA UK

As per Offi ce for Students 
analysis, a 20.4% drop 
is witnessed in Indian 

student numbers – down 
from 139,914 to 111,329

Indian student 
groups in the UK 
said the fall was to 
be expected amid 
limited job 
prospects and also 
safety concerns 
following recent 
anti-immigration 
riots in 
some cities

COP29: Activists hold
biggest protest day
Protesters gather at 
UN climate talks in 
global day of action 
as progress slows
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I think we have no 
option but to keep 
fi ghting ... It’s the 

instinctive response that 
anyone, any living being, living 
creatures will have, which is to 

fi ght for life and fi ght for survival

NACPIL | COORDINATOR, 
ASIAN PEOPLES’ MOVEMENT ON 

DEBT AND 
DEVELOPMENT

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Beirut, Nov 16: Israeli ground 
forces reached their deepest 
point in Lebanon since they 
invaded six weeks ago before 
pulling back Saturday after bat-
tles with Hezbollah militants, 
Lebanese state media reported.

The clashes and further Is-
raeli bombardment of Beirut’s 
southern suburbs, a Hezbollah 
stronghold, came as Lebanese 
and Hezbollah offi cials study a 
draft proposal presented by the 
US earlier this week on ending 
the war.

Israeli troops captured a stra-
tegic hill in the southern Leba-
nese village of Chamaa, about 
5 kilometers (3 miles) from the 
Israeli border, the state-run 
National News Agency report-
ed. It said the troops were later 
pushed back.

The agency added that Israe-
li troops blew up the Shrine of 
Shimon the Prophet in Chamaa 

as well as several homes before 
they withdrew, but the claim 
could not be immediately ver-
ifi ed.

Israel’s military did not im-
mediately respond to requests 
for comment but said in a state-
ment that its troops “continue 
their limited, localized and 
targeted operational activity 

in southern Lebanon.”
Israeli warplanes pounded 

Beirut’s southern suburbs 
known as Dahiyeh as well as 
several other areas in southern 
Lebanon including the port city 
of Tyre. Israel’s military said 
its planes hit multiple sites 
used by the militant group. 
Residents were given advance 

warning by Israel. There were 
no immediate reports of casu-
alties.

Israel said Hezbollah fi red 
more than 60 projectiles into 
Israel Saturday but gave no 
details.

More than 3,400 people have 
been killed in Lebanon by Is-
raeli fi re — 80% of them in the 
past eight weeks — according 
to Lebanon's Health Ministry. 
Israel has said it wants to en-
sure that thousands of Israelis 
can return to their homes near 
the border with Lebanon.

On Friday, Lebanon’s care-
taker prime minister appar-
ently urged Iran to try and 
convince Hezbollah to agree 
to a cease-fi re deal with Israel, 
which would require the group 
to pull back from the Israel-Leb-
anon border. The proposal is 
based on UN Security Council 
resolution 1701, which ended 
the last Israel-Hezbollah war 
in 2006.

Gabon votes on new constitution, 
key step towards democratic rule
Libreville: Voters in Gabon headed to the polls Saturday 
to decide on a new constitution that would pave the way to 
democratic rule after a coup ousted the Bongo dynasty last 
year. The new constitution would introduce two-term limits on the presidency, 
remove the position of prime minister and recognise French as Gabon’s working 
language. The presidential term would be set at seven years. General Brice 
Oligui Nguema, the interim president who seized power in a coup last year, is 
urging voters to agree to the new constitution, which he says embodies the 
junta’s commitment to charting a new course for Gabon. Military offi cers top-
pled the government in August last year. The ousted president, Ali Bongo, had 
ruled since 2009. His father, Omar, had ruled since 1967. It was the eighth coup 
in West and Central Africa since 2020. Western powers and regional bodies have 
pressured military rulers to hold elections within reasonable timeframes.

Illegal pesticides: Increasing food 
poisoning deaths mar South Africa
Johannesburg: South African President Cyril Ramaphosa 
has announced stringent steps to control the increasing 
number of child deaths due to food poisoning from illegal pesticides across the 
country. “Across the country, there has been a rise in reported cases of food-
borne illnesses and deaths. A number of people are becoming severely ill and 
even dying after eating contaminated food. It has been found that some of the 
food items would have been purchased from spaza shops and street vendors,” 
Ramaphosa said in a nationally televised address Thursday. His address fol-
lowed national outcries and attacks in townships on spaza shops by local resi-
dents. ‘Spaza’ shops are the name given to small, informal, mostly unlicensed 
shops, operated by foreign nationals in townships, largely by Bangladeshi, 
Pakistani, Somali and Ethiopian migrants. “Since the beginning of September 
2024, there have been a total of 890 reported incidents of food-borne illnesses 
across all provinces. Over the last few weeks alone, food-borne illnesses have 
claimed the lives of at least 22 of our nation's children. Last month there was 
a major food-borne incident in Naledi in Soweto in which six children died. The 
youngest of these children was just six years old,” Ramaphosa said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Lahore, Nov 16: All schools 
in Pakistan’s Punjab province 
will remain closed till Novem-
ber 24 while colleges and uni-
versities will hold online class-
es due to heavy smog.

The Punjab government 
of Maryam Nawaz extended 
smog-related restrictions in 
the province till November 24 
after Lahore, Multan and some 
other cities remained most pol-
luted.

Dense smog, caused by toxic 
pollutants, has engulfed sev-
eral cities in Punjab over the 
past few weeks, with Lahore 
and Multan being the worst 
hit. The Air Quality Index 
(AQI) reading in Multan has 
already crossed 2,000 twice, 
setting a new record for air 
pollution.

The Punjab government has 
declared an emergency in La-
hore and Multan, where a com-
plete lockdown will be imposed 
from Fridays to Sundays due 
to the intensity of smog.

Construction activities in 
Lahore and Multan have also 
been suspended for 10 days, 
and vehicles carrying con-
struction materials will be 
stopped at the entry points of 
the cities.

Punjab Senior Minister 
Marriyum Aurangzeb said the 
closure of schools has been ex-
tended till November 24 while 
colleges and universities will 
hold online classes in Lahore 
and Multan.

Private and government 
offi ces would operate with 
50 per cent of staff working 
from home, while restaurants 
would operate till 4 pm with 
takeaway services allowed 
till 8 pm. “We are not impos-
ing restrictions on weddings 
during this smog season but 
are preparing for next year,” 
the minister said.

Israeli troops reach deepest point in Lebanon
Since late September, Israel has dramatically escalated its bombardment of Lebanon, vowing to cripple the Iranian-backed Hezbollah 

and end its barrages in Israel that the militants have said are in solidarity with Palestinians during the war in Gaza

SMOG CRISIS

Schools in Pak’s Punjab 
shut till November 24

A man interacts with police during an anti-government protest, in Quito, Ecuador  PTI PHOTO
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Business
GEMS, JEWELLERY 
EXPORTS RISE 9.18%
India’s gems and jewellery exports grew 
by 9.18 per cent to USD 2,998.04 million in 
October due to revival in demand for cut 
and polished diamond, the Gem and Jewel-
lery Export Promotion Council (GJEPC) said. 
The overall exports stood at USD 2,746.09 
million during the corresponding period of 
previous year, GJEPC said in a statement.

We want to be number one 
or two in every business that 
we are in or get into. So, like 

they say, scale is in everything, but 
it's the only thing. Without scale, I 
think it's very diffi cult to survive to-
day unless you have something very 
unique, very high technology, which 
gives you very high margins. So, scale 
is very important
KM BIRLA | ADITYA BIRLA GROUP CHAIRMAN

EaseMyTrip to foray 
into study tourism
New Delhi: Travel booking 
platform EaseMyTrip has 
announced it will acquire 
49 per cent paid-up share 
capital of Planet Education 
Australia Pty Ltd to foray into 
international study tourism. 
The acquisition creates 
synergy between EaseMyTrip's 
customer base, B2B agents' 
network, tech capabilities 
and Planet Education's 
extensive global education 
network, a statement said.  
Sydney-headquartered Planet 
Education has a presence 
across 25 offi ces globally 
and connections with over 
350 universities worldwide. 
EaseMyTrip CEO & Co-Founder 
Nishant Pitti said every year 
lakhs of students pursue 
higher education in countries 
such as the US, Canada, the 
UK, Australia, Singapore, New 
Zealand, and Ireland.

HZL preferred bidder 
for Raj gold block
New Delhi: Hindustan Zinc 
said it has emerged the 
preferred bidder for a gold 
mine block in Rajasthan that 
will help it expand its previous 
metal portfolio. The company 
secured a composite licence 
for a gold mining block in 
Rajasthan through the state 
government auctions held 
November 13, it said in a 
statement. The company has 
been declared the preferred 
bidder for the Dugocha 
Gold Block, as confi rmed by 
the Department of Mines 
& Geology, Rajasthan, vide 
notifi cation dated November 
15, 2024, it said. 

Rapido halves 
losses in FY24
New Delhi: Ride-hailing 
platform Rapido has reported 
narrowing of losses to `370 
crore in FY24 from `675 crore 
a year earlier. This is the 
third consecutive year the 
Bengaluru-based unicorn has 
posted a loss. It incurred a 
loss of `440 crore in FY22, the 
company said in a statement. 
The company's revenue 
came in at `648 crore in FY24, 
up 46.3 per cent from `443 
crore in FY23. "Last year's 
performance is underscored by 
a ~2x increase in Gross Order 
Value (GOV), which soared 
to `4,257 crore in FY24 from 
`2,419 crore in FY23, further 
demonstrating the platform's 
expanding market presence," 
the statement said.

SHORT TAKES

Our focus 
on deliver-
ing bench-

mark quality 
residences, 
construction 
products and 
services through our unique 
backward integrated oper-
ating model would continue 
to be our mainstay as we 
pursue scale
JAGADISH NANGINENI |  
SOBHA LTD MANAGING DIRECTOR

Matrimony 
has been 
a gateway 

for happy mar-
riages for over 
two decades 
now. We are the 
trusted partners for millions 
who wish to fi nd the right 
match. With WeddingLoan.
com, we wish to extend our 
services to make the process 
of wedding planning, budget-
ing and execution simpler 
MURUGAVEL JANAKIRAMAN  | 
MATRIMONY.COM CEO

uoteu

We are 
going to 
produce 

fi ve hundred 
thousand bar-
rels of oil and 
gas...so many 
other things they are doing, 
but these are the major thing 
for me to do... 
ANIL AGARWAL  |  VEDANTA CHAIRMAN 

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, Nov 16: After their 
heavy selling so far, it is expect-
ed that the foreign institution-
al investors (FIIs), will reduce 
their selling near the end of the 
calendar year and fresh alloca-
tions or signifi cant investments 
are likely to occur once there 
is greater clarity regarding the 
US’ incoming Donald Trump 
administration’s policies, mar-
ket experts said Saturday. 

Several factors have led to 
the selling activity by FIIs in 
the Indian stock market -- weak 
earnings, high valuations com-
pared to other markets, and 
global economic infl uences 
such as rising US bond yields.

“While some of the selling 
by FIIs in the secondary mar-
ket is being counterbalanced by 
buying in the primary market 
-- through large initial public 
offerings like those from Swig-
gy and Hyundai -- it is expect-
ed that FIIs will reduce their 
selling as we near the end of 
the calendar year,” Waterfi eld 
Advisors' Senior Director, List-
ed Investments, Vipul Bhowar 
said.

Fresh allocations or signif-
icant investments are likely 
to occur once there is greater 
clarity regarding the Trump 
administration's policies.

“FPIs this calendar year have 
been reducing their weightage 
in mature sectors when growth 
would be closer to our nominal 
GDP and allocating capital to 
high-growth businesses. For 

example, in the fi nancial sec-
tors, FPIs have been increasing 
allocation in Capital Market 
themes like Asset management, 
exchanges, and healthcare,” 
said Bhowar.

FPIs turned net sellers in Oc-
tober, withdrawing $11.5 billion 
(in equity, debt and hybrid cat-

egories) compared to an infl ow 
of $11.2 billion in September.

The equity market saw a re-
cord-high net outfl ow of $11.2 
billion (vs an infl ow of $6.9 
billion in the previous month) 
in response to the rise in Chi-
nese equities following the an-
nouncement of aggressive fi scal 

stimulus measures, according 
to the latest Crisil report.

Domestic fi nancial con-
ditions in India are in the 
comfort zone despite the FII 
outfl ows. The new framework 
established by the RBI and te 
SEBI for reclassifying foreign 
FPIs as FDIs is expected to pos-
itively impact foreign infl ows 
into India, said experts. This 
framework provides greater 
fl exibility for foreign investors 
and reduces barriers to entry.

“With the new regulations, 
FPIs can hold larger stakes in 
Indian companies without the 
need for immediate divestment. 
This creates opportunities for 
increased foreign investment, 
particularly in mid-cap com-
panies, and helps attract long-
term capital,” said Bhowar.

Sensex, Nifty may consolidate
Mumbai: The domestic market remains in correction terrain and from the 
recent peak, the main indices, Nifty and Sensex, have corrected around 10 per 
cent, according to trade experts. According to market watchers, weakness in 
Q2 FY25 results and sustained outfl ow of foreign funds weighed on the senti-
ment. On the other hand, a spike in domestic CPI infl ation to a 14-month high 
of 6.2 per cent, a fi rm dollar index, and a rising US 10-year yield signal that 
the volatility will continue in the short term. “Investors are rushed to unwind 
their positions in the riskier assets as the continuity of the premium valuation 
without a fair earnings growth will not be sustained,” said Vinod Nair, Head 
of Research, Geojit Financial Services. Consolidation may continue in the near 
term; however, the beaten-down value stocks may witness bottom fi shing due 
to their potential outlook.

REUTERS

San Francisco, Nov 16: Elon 
Musk's political ascendancy has 
some Wall Street banks hoping 
they may soon be able to offl oad 
$13 billion of debt that backed 
the billionaire's purchase of the 
social media platform X, three 
banking sources said.

Some of the lenders in the 
consortium, which included 
Morgan Stanley and Bank of 
America, think Musk's emer-
gence as a close aide to Repub-
lican President-elect Donald 
Trump could boost the pros-
pects of X, previously known as 
Twitter, the sources said. If that 
were to happen, it would allow 
them to sell the debt without 
having to take a massive loss 
on the deal, the sources said.

Musk, X, Morgan Stanley and 
Bank of America did not imme-
diately respond to a request for 
comment.

Banks typically sell such 
loans to investors soon after the 
deal is done, but in the case of 

X, which Musk bought for $44 
billion in 2022, they have been 
stuck holding the debt. Musk's 
sweeping changes to the plat-
form, including laying off many 
people who worked to moderate 
content, and one of his posts on 
X, scared away advertisers and 
hit revenues. That reduced the 
value of the debt, as the risk of 
default increased.

In recent months, one of the 
sources said, some banks ex-
pected X had seen increased 
traffi c as users fl ocked to the 
platform around big events 
like the U.S. elections. Trump, 
whose account on the platform 
was restored by Musk after the 
previous management banned 
him in January 2021, has been 
regularly posting on it.

The banking sources said 
they wanted to see whether 
that and a robust U.S. economy 
would translate to increased 
revenues for the platform.

Analysts have said Musk's 
ties with Trump -- who put him 
in charge of a new government 

department on effi ciency -- 
could benefi t the entrepreneur's 
various business ventures, 
which range from Tesla elec-
tric vehicles to SpaceX rockets. 
Tesla's market value surpassed 
$1 trillion for the fi rst time in 
two years in the days after the 
election results.

The Trump campaign did 
not immediately respond to a 
request for comment.

It is unclear to what extent 
Musk's close connection in 
the new administration could 
help revive X's business. One 
of the sources said it could al-
so further divide its user base. 

Newer platforms like Bluesky 
and Meta's Threads have been 
benefi ting from a user exodus 
from X since the election.

U.S. web traffi c on X reached 
its highest point this year on 
election day with 42.3 million 
visits, which climbed another 
10% to 46.5 million visits the 
day after the election, accord-
ing to data from web analytics 
company Similarweb. But by 
the weekend, X's web traffi c ta-
pered off to more normal lev-
els, Similarweb said. The data 
fi rm said 115,000 web users in 
the U.S. deactivated their X 
account on Nov. 6, higher than 
any other day since Musk took 
over the platform.

The social media company 
is expected to report its latest 
fi nances to the lending con-
sortium in the weeks after the 
quarter ends next month, the 
sources said. The banks could 
then decide whether they 
should continue holding onto 
the debt or look to engage in-
vestors on it, the sources said.

Other banks in the consor-
tium include Barclays, Mitsub-
ishi UFJ, BNP Paribas, Mizuho 
and Societe Generale.

BNP, SocGen, and Barclays 
declined to comment. The other 
banks did not immediately re-
spond to a request for comment.

Sources have said banks 
have marked down the value 
of the debt to different degrees 
on their books, depending on 
their outlook on it.

One of the lenders is mark-
ing potential losses on the loan 
weekly, and had already set 
aside reserves to fully cover 
them, according to a source fa-
miliar with the situation.

Attempts to sell the debt in 
late 2022 attracted bids which 
would have seen banks taking 
as much as a 20% loss on the 
face value of the debt, sources 
at the time said.

Instead of crystallizing those 
losses, banks have been holding 
on to the paper, the sources said. 
X has kept up with interest pay-
ments on the bonds, they said.
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New Delhi, Nov 16: The do-
mestic spice exports market is 
likely to reach $10 billion by 
2030, entering newer geogra-
phies, according to Ramkumar 
Menon, chairman of the World 
Spice Organisation (WSO). 

At the ‘National Spice Con-
ference (NSC) 2024’ event in 
Ahmedabad, Menon said the 
spice export growth in the fi rst 
half this fi scal has seen 8.8 per 
cent growth (year-on-year).

India’s spice exports for 
the fi rst half of FY24 reached 
`17,488 crore ($2.09 billion), 
according to Menon. The spice 
exports are set to surpass $4.7 
billion for FY 24-25.

To meet the ambitious $10 
billion target, India needs 
to produce nearly 15 million 
tonnes of spices, he mentioned.

The export of spices and spice 
products reached an all-time 
high in FY 2023-24 and attained 
$4.46 billion.

During 2023-24 the export of 
spices and spice products from 
the country has been 15,39,692 
tonnes valued `36,958.80 crore 
($4464.17 million), according 
to data by the Spices Board, 
under the Union Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry.

The growth was seen ow-
ing to a rebound in volumes 
and higher prices for certain 
varieties such as pepper, car-
damom and turmeric. The red 
chilli exports hit a record $1.5 

billion in FY24, a 15 per cent in-
crease from the previous year's 
$1.3 billion which is driven by 
robust demand from China and 
Bangladesh.

Red chilli exports, worth $1.5 
billion, comprised about 34 per 
cent of India's total spices ex-
ports. China was the top im-
porter of Indian red chillies in 
FY24, purchasing over 1.79 lakh 
tonnes valued at `4,123 crore, 
according to Kedia Advisory.

The Spices Board is set with 
a transformative scheme aimed 
at signifi cantly enhancing the 
export of spices and value-add-
ed spice products as well as 
improving the productivity of 
cardamoms and upgrading the 
post-harvest quality of spices 
across India for export.

Various programmes rolled 
out under the scheme 'Sustain-
ability in Spice Sector through 
Progressive, Innovative and 
Collaborative Interventions for 
Export Development (SPICED)' 
will be implemented during the 
remaining period of the 15th 
Finance Commission cycle, 
till FY 2025-26, with a total ap-
proved outlay of `422.30 crore.
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New Delhi, Nov 16: The lith-
ium-ion battery demand in In-
dia is set to grow exponentially 
to 54 gigawatt hour (GWh) by 
FY27 and 127 GWh by FY30, as 
the country sets an ambitious 
target to meet 50 per cent of its 
primary energy requirement 
from renewable energy by 2030. 

Currently, domestic lithi-
um-ion battery storage demand 
of 15 GWh is being almost en-
tirely met through imports of 
lithium-ion cells and batteries.

India imports almost its 
entire requirement of Li-ion 
batteries. However, CareEdge 
Ratings expects India’s import 
dependency to decline to 20 per 
cent by FY27, despite signifi cant 
growth in demand due to large-
scale integrated capacities being 
built for Li-ion battery storage.

The substantial growth in 
demand is primarily driven by 
expected increase in EV pene-
tration and decarbonisation of 
electricity grids, supported by 
ambitious government targets 
and policies/incentives from 
both central as well as state gov-
ernments, the report mentioned.

The government has tak-
en initiatives on several de-

mand-side measures, such as 
Faster Adoption and Manu-
facturing of Electric Vehicles 
(FAME) scheme, Viability Gap 
Funding (VGF) scheme for Bat-
tery Energy Storage System 
(BESS), helping to bring down 
cost of EV and BESS, thereby 
stimulating demand.

The Centre has set the target 
of achieving 30 per cent EV pen-
etration by 2030 (as a per cent of 
annual sales). India has already 
allocated 40 GWh of integrated 
battery capacities under the PLI 
scheme, with the remaining 10 
GWh expected to be awarded 
shortly. Additionally, existing 
conventional battery manufac-
turers and few other companies 
in India are expected to set up 
battery capacities outside of the 
PLI scheme.

Hardik Shah, Director at Ca-
reEdge Ratings, said that the 
demand for lithium-ion battery 
storage in India is expected 
to grow signifi cantly driven 
predominantly by migration 
towards EVs and renewable 
energy storage requirements.

Consequently, India’s depen-
dence on imports is expected to 
decline sharply to 20 per cent by 
FY27 from near-full dependence 
presently, due to giga-size inte-
grated battery capacities com-
ing onstream in India.

“Furthermore, the relative 
cost-competitiveness of Indian 
manufacturers, in the context 
of capacity addition and pricing 
policy of large global integrated 
players especially Chinese man-
ufacturers, will be a key factor 
to monitor,” he added.

Bhubaneswar: World Quality Day celebration was inaugurat-
ed at Paradeep Phosphates Limited November 14 at Plant Site, 
Paradeep. The weeklong celebration marked many activities 
involving all employees and contractual workers. Suresh Krish-
nan, Managing Director, inaugurated the event by hoisting the 
Quality Flag in presence of Rajeev Nambiar, Chief Operating 
Offi cer, Bijoy Kumar Biswal, Chief Financial Offi cer, Palanis-
amy Velusamy, Chief Manufacturing Offi cer, Sumit Senapati, 
Chief General Manager (HR & IR) and other Senior Executives 
of the Organisation. 

Sudhi Ranjan Mishra, Head-Corporate Affairs, made the 
employees to take the Quality Pledge. This Year the theme 
of the World Quality Day was is ‘Quality from Compliance to 
Performance.’ Krishnan, in his speech, stressed on maintain-
ing highest quality standard in the products produced by PPL 
and services rendered by the company.  Among other events a 
quality campaign-knowledge sharing session, farmers’ meet 
and theme-based talk were held to create awareness about the 
importance of quality. 

Union leaders and other senior executives were present on the 
occasion. Prizes were distributed to the winners of essay, slogan 
and quiz competitions. SanjeebTripathy, Dy. General Manager 
(Quality and R&D) conducted the proceedings.

FIIs may reduce selling towards year-end

Musk's political ascendancy stirs hopes of redemption for X banks

Spice exports projected 
to reach $10bn by 2030

Lithium-ion battery demand 
to grow to 127 GWh by FY30

Paradeep Phosphates 
celebrates World Quality Day PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, Nov 16: Over 75 per 
cent of respondents feel that 
candidates are partly responsi-
ble for falling prey to scams due 
to their failure to verify compa-
ny's credentials before making 
payments or sharing sensitive 
personal information, a report 
said Saturday.

A substantial 75 per cent of 
surveyed employees indicated 
that many job seekers fail to 
exercise the necessary caution 
when engaging with potential 
frauds posing as employers or re-
cruiters, the report by workforce 
staffi ng and HR services provid-
er Genius Consultants said.

The report by Genius Con-
sultants is based on a survey of 
1,427 employees across sectors 
including FMCG, Technolo-
gy, Manufacturing, Telecom, 
E-Commerce, Logistics, Real Es-
tate, and BFSI (Banking, Finan-
cial Services, and Insurance).

Further, the report revealed 
that while 28 per cent of respon-
dents believed that there have 
been serious steps taken by the 
government or regulatory bod-
ies to curb such frauds, a signif-
icant 55 per cent disagreed say-
ing there has been inadequate 
efforts and a lack of stringent 
measures.

Candidates partly 
responsible for falling 
prey to job scams: Report
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Oz clinch T20 series
Sydney: Fast bowler Spencer 
Johnson grabbed a career-best 
5-26 and propelled Australia to a 
13-run win over Pakistan as the 
home team clinched the three-
match T20I series with a game to 
spare Saturday. Johnson sliced 
through the top order and Pakistan 
crumbled to 134 all out in the fi nal 
over that gave Australia a decisive 
2-0 lead in Josh Inglis’ fi rst series 
as skipper. Usman Khan made a 
fi ghting 52 and Irfan Khan scored 
unbeaten 37 but the visitors 
otherwise struggled with Johnson’s 
pace on a bouncy wicket with 
captain Mohammad Rizwan (16) 
the only other batter to cross the 
double-fi gure mark.

Pogba contract ends
Turin: Paul Pogba will no longer 
be a Juventus player from next 
month. Juventus announced Friday 
it came to “a mutual agreement” 
with Pogba to cancel his contract 
despite the France World Cup 
winner having a ban for doping 
slashed last month. The Serie 
A club never seemed overly 
enthusiastic about welcoming 
Pogba back after his four-year 
ban for doping was reduced to 18 
months following an appeal to the 
Court of Arbitration for Sport. The 
31-year-old Pogba, who will be 
free to resume his career in March 
2025, had said he was ready 
to give up money to play for 
Juventus again.

Alcaraz misses out
Turin: Carlos Alcaraz was the big 
name missing when the last two 
semifi nal spots were fi lled at the 
ATP Finals Friday. Alcaraz’s 7-6 (5), 
6-4 loss to Alexander Zverev meant 
the French Open and Wimbledon 
champion — who has been sick this 
week — was eliminated from the 
elite, eight-man tournament. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 16: Rishabh 
Pant, Shreyas Iyer, KL Rahul 
and Arshdeep Singh will head-
line a 574-strong list of play-
ers with top base price of Rs 2 
crore at the upcoming Indian 
Premier League auction sched-
uled in Saudi Arabia’s Jeddah 
November 24 and 25.

Thirteen-year-old India U-19 
cricketer Vaibhav Suryavan-
shi from Bihar is the youngest 
among the lot at Rs 30 lakh base 
price. The BCCI Friday pruned 
the initial list of 1574 players 
down to 574 out of which 366 are 
Indians and 208 from overseas. 
All the current India players 
are in top base price bracket.

Apart from Pant, set to be 
the costliest buy at the auction 
with a team like Punjab Kings 
aiming to go the distance with 
Rs 110.50 crore in its kitty, the 
other big names include IPL 

winning captain Shreyas Iyer, 
India’s most prolifi c T20I bowl-
er Arshdeep Singh, KL Rahul, 
Mohammed Shami, Moham-
med Siraj, Yuzvendra Chahal 
and Avesh Khan.

There are 81 players in the 
top bracket while 27 are in Rs 
1.5 crore category. There are 
18 in the Rs 1.25 crore catego-
ry while 23 have priced them-
selves at Rs 1 crore. 

Jos Buttler of England also 
enjoys the top base price brack-
et of Rs 2 crore along with coun-
trymen Harry Brook and Jon-
ny Bairstow while the retired 
James Anderson, at Rs 1.25 
crore base price, has made it 
to the curtailed list despite T20 
not being his strongest format.

The biggest names in the top 
bracket from overseas are Kagi-
so Rabada, Anrich Nortje from 
South Africa, Glenn Maxwell, 
Marcus Stoinis, Mitchell Starc 
from Australia. Marco Jan-
sen and Rachin Ravindra are 
priced at Rs 1.25 crore. There 
are 48 capped Indians while 193 
are capped overseas players. 

Former India U-19 World Cup 
winning skipper Unmukt Chand, 
who has migrated to the United 
States, has made the cut as Asso-
ciate member nation player while 
seamer Saurabh Nethravalkar, 
who was a revelation during T20 
World Cup, wasn’t shortlisted.

IPL auctions: 574 players up for grabs
366 INDIANS, PANT, IYER IN TOP BRACKET, 13-YEAR-OLD VAIBHAV YOUNGEST

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Rajgir, Nov 16: Defending 
champions India stunned 
Olympic silver medallist Chi-
na 3-0 to seal a semifi nal spot 
at the women’s Asian Champi-
ons Trophy hockey tournament 
here Saturday. 

India scored two fi eld goals 
through Sangita Kumari (32nd 
miniute) and skipper Salima 
Tete (37th) before tournament’s 
highest scorer Deepika (60th) 
converted a penalty corner in 
the fi nal minute. 

The win against world No 
6 China was India’s fourth 
consecutive win in the tour-
nament. The hosts are now on 
top of the standings with eight 
points from four games. 

China have dropped to the 
second place with six points 
from four matches. 

The top four teams from the 
six team continental tourna-
ment will qualify for the semi-
fi nals.

India were the offensive from 
the word go and created most of 
the opportunities without any 
success as the Chinese defend-
ed deep into their own territory 
and relied on counter attacks. 

India secured their fi rst real 
chance in the opening minute 
of the game in the form of back-

to-back penalty corners but 
wasted both the opportunities. 

Minutes later, Sharmila 
Devi essayed a precision pass 
to Sunelita Toppo, whose fi rst-
touch opened up the Chinese 
defence, giving Deepika a one-
on-one situation with the oppo-
sition goalkeeper, who came 
out on top to deny the Indian 
forward. 

China also secured a penalty 
corner in the fi rst quarter but 
the Indian defence stood tall. 

Both the sides were cagey 
in the fi rst quarter with India 
making some silly mistakes 
after a bright start. 

India secured their second 
penalty corner in the 21st min-
ute but to no avail. 

Five minutes later, India se-

cured another penalty corner 
but Manisha Chauhan’s fl ick 
was saved by second Chinese 
goalkeeper Ting Li and Lalrem-
siami’s try from the rebound 
went wide as the deadlock con-
tinued after half time. 

The Indians came out with 
the same tempo after the 
change of ends and controlled 
the proceedings of the match. 

Their efforts fi nally bore 
fruit in the 32nd minute when 
Sangita deftly met with Sushila 
Chanu’s defence splitting pass 
from the midfi eld. 

Five minutes later, the In-
dians doubled their lead with 
another fi ne fi eld goal.It was 
skipper Salima who found the 
target after she was neatly set 
up by Beauty Dung Dung and 
Preeti Dubey’s combined effort. 

The Indians continued their 
domination with relentless at-
tacks on the Chinese citadel but 
was denied by the rival goal-
keeper on several occasions.

The Chinese too tried their 
best but credit must go to 
the resolute Indian defence 
which stood fi rm.  Desperate 
for goals, China withdrew 
their goalkeeper with little 
over three minutes to go and 
the move backfi red as India 
scored their third goal in the 
fi nal minute of the game. 

Sangita secured India’s 
fourth penalty corner with her 
smart stickwork in the fi nal 
minute and Deepika rose to 
the occasion fl icking the ball to 
the right corner for her seventh 
goal of the tournament.

Meanwhile in other matches 
of the day, Japan beat Malaysia 
2-1 while Korea defeated Thai-
land 4-0.

India stun China, enter semis
Defending champions India to square off their round robin campaign against Japan Sunday

WOMEN’S ACT HOCKEY

REUTERS

Arlington, Nov 16: Jake Paul 
beat boxing legend Mike Tyson 
by unanimous decision to win 
an intergenerational heavy-
weight battle in Texas Friday 
that failed to live up to its enor-
mous hype.

The bout between the 
27-year-old social media infl u-
encer-turned-prizefi ghter Paul 
and the 58-year-old former 
heavyweight champion Tyson 
was streamed live on Netfl ix 
and played out in front of a sold-
out crowd at AT&T Stadium in 
Arlington.

Those fans were left largely 
disappointed as Tyson showed 
his age and was never able to 
generate any offense against his 
younger opponent, landing just 

18 punches to Paul’s 78.
“First and foremost, Mike 

Tyson – it’s an honor to be able 
to fi ght him,” said Paul. “It was 
as tough and hard as I thought 
it would be.”

Tyson, who wore a knee 
brace, never mounted much 
of a challenge after being wob-
bled by some left hands in the 

third round but did enough de-
fensively to avoid taking any 
serious damage.

He admitted after the contest 
to fi ghting through a leg injury.

“Yeah, but I can’t use that as 
an excuse. If I did, I wouldn’t be 
in here,” Tyson said. “I knew he 
was a good fi ghter. He was pre-
pared, I came to fi ght. I didn’t 
prove nothing to anybody, 
only to myself. I’m not one of 
those guys that live to please 
the world. I’m just happy with 
what I can do.”

Tyson, one of the most fear-
some heavyweight champions 
of all time during his heyday in 
the late 1980s and early 1990s, 
was in his fi rst professional 
fi ght in nearly 20 years. He was 
non-committal when asked if he 
would return to the ring again.

CHAMP CAN’T TURN BACK CLOCK

Paul beats GOAT Tyson in 
2024’s biggest boxing bout
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Islamabad, Nov 16: Cities in 
Pakistan Occupied Kashmir 
(PoK) found no mention in 
the Champions Trophy tour 
unveiled by the ICC Saturday 
as the world body moved in 
swiftly to have them dropped 
from the host country’s itin-
erary following India’s strong 
objection.

The Trophy Tour will now 
comprise Karachi, Rawalpin-
di and Islamabad, apart from 
Abbottabad in the Khyber Pa-
khtunwala Region.

The Trophy Tour starts in 
Islamabad, the capital city 
of Pakistan, and will travel 
to other cities of the nation -- 
Taxila and Khanpur (Novem-
ber 17), Abbottabad (Novem-
ber 18), Murree (November 
19) and Nathia Gali (November 
20) before concluding in Kara-
chi (November 22-25). Most of 
these cities are tourist attrac-
tions.

Earlier, November 14, the 
PCB had announced the Tro-
phy Tour, which included 
cities like Skardu, Hunza and 
Muzaffarabad, which fall in 
the PoK region, a disputed 
territory between India and 
Pakistan.

The PTI reported Friday 
that the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) sec-
retary Jay Shah had raised 
strong objections with the ICC 
to PCB’s Trophy Tour plans in 
the PoK region.

However, the global body 
took swift action to eliminate 
those cities from the tour as 
revealed Saturday.

CHAMPIONS TROPHY

ICC commences 
Trophy Tour, PoK 
cities dropped

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, Nov 16: India were 
dealt a telling blow Saturday af-
ter star top-order batter Shub-
man Gill sustained a left thumb 
fracture which is likely to rule 
him out of the opening Test of 
the Border-Gavaskar Trophy 
at the Optus Stadium in Perth, 
starting November 22. 

Gill, one of the young heroes 
of India’s last Border-Gavaskar 
Trophy triumph, is a batting 
mainstay and in case skipper 
Rohit Sharma opts out of the 
fi rst Test, India’s top-order 
could look very thin.

Gill got hurt while fi elding 
on the second day of the in-
tra-squad match simulation. He 
was seen in considerable pain 
and immediately left the fi eld 
for further scans.

According to a BCCI source 
privy to the development, Gill 
has indeed fractured his left 
thumb and with less than a 
week left for the Test to start, it 
will be near impossible for the 
stylish right-hander to get fi t 
in time for the opening match.

A thumb fracture generally 
takes around 14 days to heal 
after which one is expected to 
start his regular net sessions. 
Since the second Test in Ade-
laide starts from December 6, 
there remains a possibility that 
he will get fi t in time for that 
match.

Gill’s absence could be mas-
sive for the national team as 
he is not only a stable number 
three batter but in case of Ro-
hit’s absence, he could be con-

sidered for opening the innings 
with Yashasvi Jaiswal.

In case Gill is absent, Abhi-
manyu Easwaran could be in 
line for his Test debut as India do 
not have too many options left.

Mohammed Shami, who has 
bowled more than 43.2 overs, 
took seven wickets and scored 
37 runs in Ranji Trophy, is cer-
tainly going to join the team be-
fore the second Test. 

BLOW FOR INDIA AS GILL 
FRACTURES LEFT THUMB

Men in Blue's top-order in doubt ahead of Perth Test

Rohit blessed with baby boy; may join team
India captain Rohit Sharma has been blessed with a baby boy and there 
is a possibility that he makes it to the Perth Test against Australia 
starting November 22. His wife Ritika Sajdeh gave birth to a baby boy 
at a local hospital here Friday night. Rohit didn’t travel to Australia with 
the rest of the Indian squad as Ritika was expecting their second child. 
The couple have a daughter Samaira, born in 2018. With less than a week 
left for the fi rst Test, it is not clear if Rohit, after just a couple of practice 
sessions, will play the match even if he decides to travel to Australia at 
the earliest, but nothing can be ruled out as of now.

AGENCIES

Johannesburg, Nov 16: Re-
cords toppled as Team India 
sent fans into a frenzy with a 
thumping 134-run victory in the 
4th T20I against South Africa. 

Johannesburg saw India 
make history with Sanju 
Samson and Tilak Varma re-
defi ning the standards of T20I 
cricket. Their blitzkrieg made 
it a hard day for statisticians 
as records tumbled. Runs, runs, 
and more runs were the story 
of the fi nal T20I of the series as 
India continued to surge to new 
heights under the leadership of 
Suryakumar Yadav, with a 3-1 
series win over the Proteas.

The duo didn’t spare any part 
of the ground as they brought 
thunder to the fi eld with their 
sheer aggression. The effort 
from Samson and Tilak, laced 
with Abhishek Sharma’s 

quick-fi re 36, propelled India 
to a gigantic score of 283/1, the 
fi fth-highest total in men’s T20I.

Samson and Tilak became 
just the third pair with hun-
dreds in the same men’s T20I 
innings. 

India has hammered three 
250-plus totals in men’s T20Is, 
the most by any team in the 
history of the format. 

The unbeaten 210-run part-
nership forged by Samson and 
Tilak for the second wicket is 
the fi rst-ever double-century 
stand for India in T20Is.

On a record-breaking night 
in Johannesburg, India smoked 
23 sixes, the joint-third-highest 
by any team in a men’s T20I in-
nings. Zimbabwe holds the re-
cord with a whopping 27 sixes 
against Gambia last month.

India’s memorable 283/1 is 
the highest total by any team in 
South Africa in the T20 format. 

Records topple as Tilak, 
Sanju redefi ne T20I
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Kolkata, Nov 16: World No 
1 Magnus Carlsen and three-
time World Women’s Blitz 
champion Kateryna Lagno oc-
cupied the top spot while In-
dia’s R Praggnanandhaa took 
second place at the halfway 
mark of the Tata Steel Chess 
India Blitz 2024 here Saturday.

Carlsen concluded the fi rst 
nine rounds with an impres-
sive 6.5 points out of a possi-
ble 9. 

The Norwegian maestro had 
a dominant start, but his mo-
mentum was halted in round 
eight by Arjun Erigaisi, who 
defeated him in spectacular 
fashion in just 20 moves. 

In the fi nal round of the 
day, Carlsen settled for a draw 
against Vidit Gujarathi. 

Young Indian prodigy Pragg-
nanandhaa tailed him closely 
in second place with 6 points, 
recovering remarkably after 
losing his fi rst three games to 
register six consecutive wins. 

Erigaisi and Russia’s Daniil 
Dubov are tied for third with 
5.5 points each.

In the women’s section, La-
gno led the fi eld with 7 points, 
maintaining an undefeated 
streak with fi ve wins and four 
draws. 

Valentina Gunina trails her 
by a single point in second 
place, while Rapid Champion 
Aleksandra Goryachkina occu-
pies third with 5 points. 

Goryachkina had a strong 
start with three consecutive 
wins but managed only four 
draws in the remaining six 
games.

INDIA BLITZ 2024

Carlsen, Lagno lead; 
Pragg close second
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